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Welcome to the 2025-2026 

Children & Youth Year 

Welcome to our year together as 2025-2026 Children & 
Youth (C & Y) chairs. What a wonderful ALA program that 
we get to do. 

The purpose of the C & Y Newsletter is to share ideas for 
working the program and to highlight what the Units are 
doing in your department. I am asking that you submit to 
me by the 15th of each month something related to C & Y 
that happened in your state. 

' 

It can be a synopsis of the activity to include the Unit name 
and number. Pictures are definitely welcomed. I would be 
thrilled if every Department submitted something each 
month. 

ALA CHILDREN & YOUTH PROGRAM 

The ALA Children & Youth program promotes our mission to 
enhance the lives of U.S. veterans, military, and their families. 
The Children & Youth Program has 4 Key Program Statements: 

• The Children & Youth program emphasizes protecting, caring
for and supporting children and youth, particularly those of
veterans' and military families.
• To recognize and reward the positive actions of our children
and youth, the American Legion Auxiliary has two special
national awards bestowed to youth nominated by units: the
Youth Hero Award and the Good Deed Award.
• Kids of Deployed are Heroes 2 (KDH2) is an initiative
honoring military children who may be experiencing a
separation from one or both parents, whether deployed to a war
zone, having a short tour, or on an extended temporary duty
assignment.
• The ALA Children & Youth program strives to support and
promote the Children & Youth program of The American Legion.

"Children are the world's most 
valuable resourc�:and:its best hope 
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for the future,'.';·.: ·John F. Kenned 
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ALA Children & Youth 

Facebook Page 

Communication is an important part 
of all levels of the ALA. One way to 
stay in touch with our members is 
through social media. Facebook 
groups are now a main method of 
communicating with members. 
Make sure to join our Facebook 
group, ALA Children & Youth at: 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/ 

The American Legion Auxiliary 
Children & Youth program 
Western Division Dep_artment 
Chairs: 

Alaska - Mary Scaturchio 
Arizona - Barbara Whitney 
California - Barbara Toth 
Hawaii - Caitlyn Beauchamp 
Idaho - Leslie Kaiser 
Nevada - Trishia Eubanks 
New Mex. - Candace Williams 
Oregon - Genene DeMoss 
Utah - Julie Hattabaugh 
Washington - Laura Bondurant 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/


Child Well-being Foundation 
Established in 1954, The American Legion Child Well-being 
Foundation was developed as a repository of funds from 
individuals who wished to contribute to the betterment of 
children in this country. Our foremost philanthropic priority is to 
contribute to the physical, mental, emotional and spiritual 
welfare of children and youth by aiding progress in the field of 
child welfare through research, studies, surveys, projects, or by 
supporting programs and activities benefiting the welfare of 
children and youth. 

Not all American children grow up inside the comfortable 
definition of normal childhood development. For thousands, 
each day is a challenge marked by pain, prayer and 
perseverance. Many of these children require specialized care. 
To overcome their obstacles, they need help from you and The 
American Legion Child Well-being Foundation. 

Key Program Statements: 

To educate members and the general public about the Child 
Well Being Foundation (CWF), its mission, and to provide 
financial assistance to The American Legion in their efforts to 
award grants to youth-serving nonprofit organizations. 

Save the Dates 

C & Y Quarterly Zooms 

Tuesday, December 16- 4:30PM 

Wednesday, March 18-4:30PM 

Final Pre-Convention TBA 

I
AII members of the ALA are invited to attend our quarterly Zoom 
Meetings, please share with your unit members. 

THIS AND THAT 

'u' Share this newsletter with your Department President and Units. 

Key Resources 

Children & Youth Facebook 
Group: 

https://www.facebook.com/ 

groups/ALAChildren and 

Youth/ 

Youth Hero/Good Deed 
Awards: 

https ://member. legion­
aux.org/youth-hero-good­

deed-awards 

Kids of Deployed are 
Heroes 2: 

https://member.legion­
aux.org/member/committees/ 

children-and­
youth/recognize-kids-of­
active-mllitary 

Liaison to Child Well-being 
Foundation: 

https://member. legion­
aux.org/member/committees/chi 
ldren-and-youth/liaison-to-child­
welfare-foundation 

National Chairman: 

Melanie Taylor 
457 Muscat Drive 
Cloverdale, CA 95425 
(707) 953-7240
mtaylor95425@gmail.com

'if If you have ideas or activities, please share them with me to share with the other Department Chairs. 
'u' Any needs or questions, please ASK! I am here to help you have a successful C & Y year! 
'u' Let's make this a FUN and REWARDING year!! 
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