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Don’t miss the remaining Mission Training
and national Junior meetings!

Winter national Junior meetings are approaching
alongside Mission Training. Interested in learning
more about our mission and becoming a stronger ALA
member? Plan on going, then bring a Junior, or
Juniors, along to learn valuable information and
become well-rounded members and individuals. Juniors will have their own meetings
happening where they’ll do service projects, meet new friends, and — most
importantly — have fun!

What’s happening in the 2025-2026 national Junior meetings?
o Hats for Heroes — a service project developed by ALA National President Pam
Ray to give personal hygiene products to homeless veterans
e Learning the Pledge of Allegiance in American Sign Language
o Crafts, such as beaded keychains and America’s 250th birthday hats
* Receiving A Life of Service: The Story of Senator Tammy Duckworth book
about a U.S Army veteran with many firsts in Congress

To learn more about the national Junior meeting activities, click here.

Winter meetings and trainings listed below:
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e Jan. 31: Las Vegas
e Jan. 31: Indianapolis*
o Feb. 7: Atlanta*

Please note: Las Vegas and Indianapolis Mission Training are sold out and
operating on a waiting list, but the national Junior meetings are still open.

Register here for both national Junior meetings and Mission Trainings.

*These events will be held with The American Legion’s National Regional
Information Conference and the Sons of The American Legion Regional Meeting.

ALA hopes to embolden members to

volunteer for Martin Luther King Jr. National :;:;ﬁ:;‘:;:;;;‘;;;‘:;; |
Day of Service :
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Martin Luther King Jr. National Day of Service on Jan. e
19 provides the ALA opportunities to host or e
participate in volunteer activities throughout our

communities in honor of the Rev. Dr. King. ALA units
and members are encouraged to use this day to make
a difference in their communities and in the lives of our veterans by volunteering
their time, talent, and compassion. A list of the types of activities the ALA can host or
participate in on this day:

o Coordinate a community cleanup — parks, schools, neighborhoods, or
cemeteries that honor veterans.

o Collect and distribute hygiene kits to people experiencing homelessness.

¢ Sponsor a food drive for local food pantries or for veteran families in need.

o Partner with Junior members for a multi-generational service project, such as
assembling care packages or making no-sew blankets.

¢ Sponsor an MLK Day Reflection Program highlighting the Rev. Dr. King’s
commitment to service and equality, tying in the ALA mission.

o Collaborate with local service organizations (American Red Cross, shelters,
food banks) to join large-scale community volunteer events.

¢ Deliver baked goods or thank-you baskets to first responders.

For more information, check out the ALA Community Service webpage.

Register for these upcoming January and February ALA
Academy webinars

Mastering Media Presence Locally

When: Jan. 20 @ noon ET
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There is a right way and a wrong way when it comes to working with media
outlets. We’'ll cover some basics to help protect your organization while also
spreading the word about your mission outreach activities.
Objectives:
- Understanding media relations basics — both external and internal
Building a relationship with your local media
Developing key messaging skills
Navigating difficult topics
- Learn about resources offered by ALA National Headquarters (news
release templates, national communications team, etc.)

Click here to register!

*k%*

Wills & Estate Planning: Essential Documents and Practical Guidance
When: Jan. 27 @ noon ET

This session will provide participants with straightforward, easy-to-understand
information about the core components of estate planning. The presentation
will explain the purpose of key legal documents, common considerations for
families of all types, and the practical steps individuals should take to ensure
their wishes are clearly documented. Participants will also receive guidance on
how to begin or update an estate plan and where to find reliable resources.
Please note: The presenting attorney is licensed in Virginia, the District of
Columbia, Maryland, and Minnesota. This session is for informational purposes
only and does not include legal advice.

Click here to register!

*k%*

Planning and Hosting a Successful American Legion Family Day
When: Feb. 10 @ 7:30 p.m. ET

The goal is to provide ideas on how to successfully plan, organize, advertise,
and host an American Legion Family Day. The webinar will also discuss the
American Legion Family Day Citation that ALA National President Pam Ray is
promoting this administrative year. After the webinar, attendees should walk
away with a list of ideas to help them host an American Legion Family Day
event.

Click here to register!

Heads up to our social media followers!

As our members interact with our social media content, please be alert. Spammers
have been disguising themselves as military servicemembers and commenting on
our members’ comments by asking you to “friend” them. Please be aware of what
you click and who you talk with. Stay safe!
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Salute to Servicemembers Award nominations open now!

We've made it much easier to submit for the Salute to Servicemember Award! An
ALA member/entity simply makes the nomination, rather than the servicemember, to
effectively tell the story of why they feel this person is “head and shoulders” above
their peers and worthy of this award.

A simple narrative (no more than 1,000 words), a picture of the servicemember
(preferably official Department of Defense photograph), and the endorsement from
their command group are the only requirements. The nomination form is live now,
and you have until June 1 to enter. Click here to fill out the form!

This award acknowledges the servicemember’s contributions that go beyond their
military career, displaying their impact on their community. The goal is to have every
branch of the military represented: Army, Navy, Marine Corps, Air Force, Coast
Guard, Space Force, and the National Guard/Reserve.

Do you have questions about what it takes to have a successful submission?

You're in luck as there is a Zoom meeting open to everyone that will explain the
entire form, and you will be able to ask questions. Join us Tuesday, Feb. 3, at 7:30
p.m. ET. To register, click here!

If you have any questions before Feb. 3, please email
nationalsecurity@ALAforVeterans.org.

Don’t wait: Apply now! ALA scholarships’ deadlines approaching

The Auxiliary has four scholarship funds that members and non-members are
eligible to apply for: Children of Warriors National Presidents’ Scholarship, Non-
Traditional Student Scholarship, Spirit of Youth Scholarship, and Member Loyalty
Scholarship. The deadline to apply online is March 1.

 Children of Warriors National Presidents’ Scholarship: 15, $5,000 each, gift
scholarships are awarded.

« Given to high school seniors who are direct descendants, or adopted
children, of U.S. wartime veterans.

o Non-Traditional Student Scholarship: Five, $2,000 each, gift scholarships are
awarded.

+ Awarded to American Legion Family members, veterans, and veteran
and active-duty spouses who are pursuing a college degree later in life
or pick up their education from when it was interrupted.

 Spirit of Youth Scholarship: Each department/state will award one $1,000 gift
scholarship. From each department/state, the national ALA Education
Committee will select five recipients for a $5,000 gift scholarship, instead of the
$1,000 scholarship.

¢ Awarded to current ALA Junior members who are high school seniors
and have been a member for the past three years.

o Member Loyalty Scholarship: 10, $2,500 each, gift scholarships are awarded.
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¢ Awarded to current college students who were Junior members and
retained their membership into adulthood.

To learn more and to apply, click here. If you need help navigating the application
process, click our Navigating ALA Scholarships 101. If you have any questions,
email education@ALAforVeterans.org. To donate to scholarship funds, click here!

Enroll in the USA 250 Challenge to celebrate
America’s birthday

Join this challenge culminating with America’s birthday
on July 4, 2026. Participants have three areas —
fithess, mental wellness, and/or community service —
they can engage in as part of a team, like an ALA unit,
or as an individual. You can do one category or go the
extra mile and do all three!

Register here for $30 and get a USA 250 Legion Family T-shirt and donate to a
good cause. For more information on ways to fulfill the categories, go to the USA
250 Challenge website.

Want more than a T-shirt? Click here to look at other USA 250 Challenge merch!

Watch National President Pam Ray’s video for ideas on the community service
category.
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Special awards are available for fundraising!

To keep the USA 250 momentum going, The American Legion has awards available
for those who hit certain fundraising goals with three fundraising tiers:

e For $250 in donations raised, participants receive a USA 250 Challenge hat
pin.

e For $500 in donations raised, participants receive a USA 250 Challenge coin
and a personalized certificate of appreciation.

e For $2,500 in donations raised, participants receive a personalized plaque
signed by American Legion National Commander Dan Wiley.

To support donors, the Legion will send a commemorative challenge coin and a
special poster to each individual or group (like a unit) that donates $250 or more to
the Legion’s Veterans & Children Foundation.

To learn more, click here. Have questions regarding fundraising for the USA 250
Challenge? Click here to learn more.
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The Annual Enrollment Period ends December 7.
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Add to Cart

KIND OF DAY

SmileAssociate

The ALA National Headquarters has partnered with SmileAssociate, giving
members, supporters, and friends an easy way to give back while shopping on
Amazon. When you start your shopping at smileassociate.com/alahq, Amazon
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donates 1.5% of your eligible purchases to the Spirit of Youth Scholarship Fund at
no extra cost to you. Same shopping, same prices, same Prime perks, but now
every gift you buy helps support scholarships for deserving students.
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Discover affordable attorney support
and confidently navigate life's legal moments.

Peace of mind starts here

As an American Legion Auxiliary member, you have access to affordable, trusted
legal support through Legal Resources. Whether you’re updating a will, reviewing a
contract, navigating a family matter, or buying a home, your benefits are here to
protect you during life’s most important moments.

Explore your coverage and see how Legal Resources supports you and your family
at www.ALAforVeterans.org/member-benefits.
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Wellcare Medicare
Advantage & more of the
benefits you deserve.
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Where can your ALA member benefits take you? With BenefitHub, your membership
unlocks exclusive discounts and rewards from thousands of brands including Hertz,
Sam’s Club, Walt Disney World, Toyota, Skechers, and more. Create your account
using referral code HZE7XG and start saving today at
https://alaforveterans.benefithub.com/welcome/signup.
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Missed one of our webinars? Go to the ALA Academy to view recordings and see
what other webinars are coming up. Click here!

Have an idea for an Academy course? Email
ALAAcademy@ALAforVeterans.org to send your ideas for potential courses.

Keep a lookout for the February Auxiliary magazine! This issue is on its way to
mailboxes in early February. A digital copy will be available soon on our website.

ALA COMMITTEE FACEBOOK
GROUPS ENCOURAGE DISCUSSION

These national committee groups are spaces
on the social media platform for ALA members
to discuss or share ideas about topics related
to each committee. Groups provide a safe
place for organic discussion about your local
programs or services and support efforts to
grow our organization’s awareness. Visit
www.ALAforVeterans.org/social-media to
join the groups you’re passionate about.

Volunteering at any age in the ALA reaps
benefits for everyone involved

The American Legion Auxiliary is a membership
organization, but at the heart of it all, we are a
community of volunteers serving veterans, military,
and their families. We roll up our sleeves and host
stand downs, we volunteer at U.S. Department of
Veterans Affairs medical centers, we educate and
mentor our youth, and so much more.

Read more.

Tips for being an effective leader, mentor

High-quality leadership gets people interested in
participating in organizations, according to 2025
research in Nonprofit and Voluntary Sector Quarterly.
And poor leadership often drives them away.
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That means to keep members and the community
engaged in efforts to support our mission, the
American Legion Auxiliary needs effective leaders
and mentors.

Read more.

January: Poverty Awareness Month

January: National Blood Donor Month

Jan. 19: Martin Luther King Jr. Day

Jan. 27: International Holocaust Remembrance Day

Feb. 3: Four Chaplains Day

Feb. 4: World Cancer Day

Feb. 6: Time to Talk Day

Feb. 28: ALA’'s Mid-Year National Executive Committee Virtual Meeting

Feb. 28 — March 4: The American Legion’s 66th Annual Washington Conference

“Every day, we support and honor our active military, veterans, and their
families — especially during the holidays to let them know we appreciate
their service and sacrifice for our country, that they are not forgotten or
alone.”

— Marguerite Agee, Georgia

Be the One online training available for the Legion Family

The American Legion is partnering with Columbia University to develop training for
American Legion Family members who want to learn more about interacting and
responding with veterans who are in crisis.


https://p6o55x6ab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0018XFA3XYwMS_-Y6kNFOHnglJjCUCqCzI8RHNetqL2-0JVG6UmHlI_vkld8CIJ-FIJ8Z-GecBZ8VFGtTMR0GACNmBGiMZQNC3rnKDbvgPn3uw1uTYgzJ2dOhrcf7XURqIkRcYMn50EQHUm8fszIZMpu-m31EIX70mR3kDdZP6mhyqvELbUN-Etj5W3z2UQKBVApfTIg0kN9AZ5ywP0xMk-KMsV11t0zHUNum9e4GMq3UQ=&c=SYNM61n0VZ4ygdqtHPesTmW3vdBJyxOwH4a4GEYJkApyZrQSzmh3jA==&ch=XHdHKNU1cCQnrz8L1Hd3RlczVKoW5SEXxG4mHnSnw28BMoU9I20pbA==

These trainings will teach participants how to:

e Use the Columbia Suicide Severity Rating Scale to determine at-risk
individuals

« |dentify risk factors and warning signs

o Outline the types of suicidal ideation and four behaviors that indicate imminent
risk

» Effectively communicate with individuals who may be at risk of hurting
themselves

Upcoming dates:
e Jan. 15 @ 2:30-4 p.m. ET
e Jan. 22 @ 5:30-7 p.m. ET

Go here to learn more about the training and register.

Samsung American Legion Scholarship applications open

Attendees of the 2026 ALA Girls State or American Legion Boys State programs who
are a direct descendant (or legally adopted child) of a U.S. military veteran who
served honorably on active duty during a period of war are eligible for this
scholarship, which awards up to $10,000 for undergraduate studies. Applicants must
complete and submit their online application before 11:59 p.m. (local time) of day
one of their respective programs.

To learn more and to apply, click here.

Follow SAL National Commander Bill Clancy’s new Facebook page

“On the Road with SAL National Commander Clancy” hopes to connect with all
Legion Family members as Clancy travels and visits Sons across the nation. His
page will share and document the hard work and spirit of squadrons, and the whole
American Legion post. Support our Legion Family by giving the page a follow.

The official national Sons of The American Legion Facebook page is still
Facebook.com/AmericanLegionSons. Follow both pages to keep up with SAL and
American Legion Family news!

American Legion Gaming is accepting writing submissions

The ALG, an American Legion-backed organization that aims to enrich veterans and
servicemembers’ lives through gaming, is looking for original stories focused on how
gaming provides comfort, builds connection, or open doors to careers. These
writings can be submitted by any veteran, servicemember, and/or family member.
The stories need to be a minimum of 400 words, include a short biography of the
writer, and an accompanying photo is optional. No prior publishing experience is
required. Stories that are selected will be published on American Legion Gaming
platforms.
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https://p6o55x6ab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0018XFA3XYwMS_-Y6kNFOHnglJjCUCqCzI8RHNetqL2-0JVG6UmHlI_vkld8CIJ-FIJ_T9_Q0-BKvh1z_GAzDC92W1UWkINkhdarkwe6lYR9gJ1afaIaoopOebAB9GkXtdtdjjhYkZwJEp8DbaccaLeTSSL85z8yz8QprnBZPaBrZQuztMkg1viFwA-o2mp2jYMtsDUiqugsTPWwV4g3cuqeSc4G7wiRBHSSCTAXb4yNDU=&c=SYNM61n0VZ4ygdqtHPesTmW3vdBJyxOwH4a4GEYJkApyZrQSzmh3jA==&ch=XHdHKNU1cCQnrz8L1Hd3RlczVKoW5SEXxG4mHnSnw28BMoU9I20pbA==
https://p6o55x6ab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0018XFA3XYwMS_-Y6kNFOHnglJjCUCqCzI8RHNetqL2-0JVG6UmHlI_vkld8CIJ-FIJDZD_dWRAbznZ3ex331OFb9CSCeoP-u7GXj-tPbZ6uSMYCf-PZ0ugnhz3VLKiJPwHJlaVbAFu8B7oJa6Q8tkqJLFVhZaA64jdNg3xiktBbi9sZ3QuGemVDe805G_Uq5Ia8y3uFyXB2gQ=&c=SYNM61n0VZ4ygdqtHPesTmW3vdBJyxOwH4a4GEYJkApyZrQSzmh3jA==&ch=XHdHKNU1cCQnrz8L1Hd3RlczVKoW5SEXxG4mHnSnw28BMoU9I20pbA==
https://p6o55x6ab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0018XFA3XYwMS_-Y6kNFOHnglJjCUCqCzI8RHNetqL2-0JVG6UmHlI_vkld8CIJ-FIJv9LLer8kfnK0t1ZHGE2MWLGL8B6NUd9VKHMjPQTdYrnCh-w2HJ8qrNJJjcEf-xki96CUvffrPhJubyljwd2ABiCb9kMpizSqh1QbT9hqq2_RCqTfKoHuBg==&c=SYNM61n0VZ4ygdqtHPesTmW3vdBJyxOwH4a4GEYJkApyZrQSzmh3jA==&ch=XHdHKNU1cCQnrz8L1Hd3RlczVKoW5SEXxG4mHnSnw28BMoU9I20pbA==

For more information on what to write about, click here. To submit, email
rikki.a@americanlegion.gg

Sons of The American Legion hit a big milestone

Our Legion Family members, the SAL, reached a record number of 404,941 national
members this year! They increased membership by 1.94 percent from 2024.The ALA
is extremely proud of our Sons’ growth!
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