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AFL LAWSUIT REVEALS DAMNING CDC DOCUMENTS PROVING 
GOVERNMENT COLLUSION WITH BIG TECH TO CENSOR FREE SPEECH 
AND PROMOTE BIDEN ADMINISTRATION PROPAGANDA 

 
https://aflegal.org/afl-lawsuit-reveals-damning-cdc-documents-proving-

government-collusion-with-big-tech-to-censor-free-speech-and-promote-biden-
administration-propaganda/	

	

AFL Lawsuit Uncovers More Audacious CDC Documents Revealing The Biden 
Administration’s Blatant Complicity With Big Tech To Push Disinformation And 
Suppress And Censor Free Speech 

https://aflegal.org/afl-lawsuit-uncovers-more-audacious-cdc-documents-
revealing-the-biden-administrations-blatant-complicity-with-big-tech-to-push-

disinformation-and-suppress-and-censor-free-speech/	

	

AFL Lawsuit Uncovers More Damning CDC Documents Revealing Twitter’s 
“Partner Support Portal” for COVID-19 Related Censorship and the U.S. 
Government’s Advancement of “Social Inoculation” Against the “Infodemic” 
https://aflegal.org/afl-lawsuit-uncovers-more-damning-cdc-documents-revealing-
twitters-partner-support-portal-for-covid-19-related-censorship-and-the-u-s-
governments-advancement-of/	
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WASHINGTON, D.C. – Today, America First Legal (AFL) released shocking documents it
obtained from the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) revealing concrete
evidence of collusion between the CDC and social media companies to censor free
speech and promote Biden Administration propaganda. These documents are only the
latest examples of this Administration’s blatant disregard for the U.S. Constitution and
the rule of law.

Last July, then-White House Press Secretary Jen Psaki admitted that the White House
was working with social media companies to identify “misinformation.” Speci�cally, she
said, “we’re regularly making sure social media platforms are aware of the latest
narratives, dangerous to public health that we and many other Americans are seeing
across all of social and traditional media. And we work to engage with them to better
understand the enforcement of social media platform policies.” 

AFL immediately submitted FOIA requests to the Department of Health and Human
Services, the CDC, the Food and Drug Administration, and the National Institutes of
Health to uncover the degree to which the CDC and the White House have been
censoring content that it has deemed “disinformation” or “misinformation.” Predictably,
the Biden Administration obstructed and delayed complying with their legal obligation to
provide such information, and AFL sued the CDC to compel their release. 

Today, after a year of work, AFL has obtained its �rst damning release of documents.
This is just the tip of the iceberg. In addition to the CDC working with the Census Bureau
to “leverage their infrastructure to identify and monitor social media for vaccine
misinformation,” the 286 page production reveals shocking information, a sampling of
which is below:

TWITTER: 

https://ftp.aflegal.org/foia/HHS/COVID%20Disinformation%20-%20CDC%20-%2021-01575-FOIA/286%20pages_Second%20Interim%20Release_22-00003-LT.pdf
https://www.foxbusiness.com/politics/white-house-facebook-vaccine-misinformation
https://www.aflegal.org/news/following-disturbing-admission-by-biden-white-house-afl-foias-the-biden-administration-about-its-directions-to-social-media-companies-to-censor-americans
https://www.aflegal.org/news/afl-sues-cdc-to-get-answers-about-the-biden-admin-working-with-big-tech-to-censor-the-american-people
https://ftp.aflegal.org/foia/HHS/COVID%20Disinformation%20-%20CDC%20-%2021-01575-FOIA/286%20pages_Second%20Interim%20Release_22-00003-LT.pdf
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CDC sends Twitter o�cials a chart of tweets it deemed to be “misinformation” (p. 7)

Regular BOLO (Be On the LookOut) meetings where CDC would share what they

categorized as “misinformation” with various social media companies, including

Twitter and Facebook, and provide slide decks, requesting “Please do not share

outside your trust and safety teams.” (pp. 5, 28, 36-52)

https://ftp.aflegal.org/Press/AFL%20v.%20CDC%20No.%2022-978/July%202022%20Productions/AFL%20-%20CDC%20Pages_Twitter_Batch%202%20-%20pg%207.pdf
https://ftp.aflegal.org/Press/AFL%20v.%20CDC%20No.%2022-978/July%202022%20Productions/BOLO%20Meetings.pdf
https://ftp.aflegal.org/Press/AFL%20v.%20CDC%20No.%2022-978/July%202022%20Productions/AFL%20-%20CDC%20Pages_Twitter_Batch%203%20-%20pg%2028.pdf
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Express requests from Twitter to the CDC for help in identifying “misinformation” (p.

93).

http://ftp.aflegal.org/Press/AFL%20v.%20CDC%20No.%2022-978/July%202022%20Productions/AFL%20-%20CDC%20Pages_Twitter_Batch%206%20-%20pg%2093.pdf
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Twitter stating that coordination with CDC over vaccine misinformation was  “tricky”

because the Twitter CEO was testifying before Congress that week (p. 99).

http://ftp.aflegal.org/Press/AFL%20v.%20CDC%20No.%2022-978/July%202022%20Productions/AFL%20-%20CDC%20Pages_Twitter_Batch%205%20-%20pg%2099.pdf


12/28/22, 12:30 AM AFL LAWSUIT REVEALS DAMNING CDC DOCUMENTS PROVING GOVERNMENT COLLUSION WITH BIG TECH TO CENSOR …

https://aflegal.org/afl-lawsuit-reveals-damning-cdc-documents-proving-government-collusion-with-big-tech-to-censor-free-speech-and-promote-biden-administratio… 6/21

CDC recommends information about the Vaccine Adverse Event Reporting System

(VAERS) be added to tweets. (p. 36)

http://ftp.aflegal.org/Press/AFL%20v.%20CDC%20No.%2022-978/July%202022%20Productions/AFL%20-%20CDC%20Pages_Twitter_Batch%204%20-%20pg%2036.pdf
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FACEBOOK:

Direct engagement between CDC o�cials and social media companies where CDC

sends links to Facebook to �ag those posts as disinformation (pp. 55-57). 

http://ftp.aflegal.org/Press/AFL%20v.%20CDC%20No.%2022-978/July%202022%20Productions/AFL%20-%20CDC%20Pages_FB_Batch%201%20-pg%2055.pdf
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$15 Million dollars worth of Facebook ad credits as “non-monetary gift” to HHS and

CDC on vaccines, social distancing, travel, and priority communication messages–

http://ftp.aflegal.org/Press/AFL%20v.%20CDC%20No.%2022-978/July%202022%20Productions/AFL%20-%20CDC%20Pages_FB_Batch%202%20-%20pg%20116.pdf
http://ftp.aflegal.org/Press/AFL%20v.%20CDC%20No.%2022-978/July%202022%20Productions/AFL%20-%20CDC%20Pages_FB_Batch%203%20-%20pg%20104.pdf
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potentially in violation of the Antide�ciency Act’s limitation on voluntary services (31

U.S.C. § 1342) (pp. 104, 116-119) 

Later in the letter it states: 

CDC requests to help ensure “veri�able information sources” are not blocked

because State Department of Health posts were being blocked as vaccine

misinformation. (pp. 101-102).

http://ftp.aflegal.org/Press/AFL%20v.%20CDC%20No.%2022-978/July%202022%20Productions/AFL%20-%20CDC%20Pages_FB_Batch%202%20-%20pg%20116.pdf
http://ftp.aflegal.org/Press/AFL%20v.%20CDC%20No.%2022-978/July%202022%20Productions/AFL%20-%20CDC%20Pages_FB_Batch%203%20-%20pg%20104.pdf
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Set up a COVID-19 Misinformation Reporting Channel for CDC and Census to make

reports to Facebook, and holding a “training meeting” for the Misinformation

Reporting Channel (pp. 106, 245)

http://ftp.aflegal.org/Press/AFL%20v.%20CDC%20No.%2022-978/July%202022%20Productions/AFL%20-%20CDC%20Pages_FB_Misinfo%20reporting%20channel.pdf
http://ftp.aflegal.org/Press/AFL%20v.%20CDC%20No.%2022-978/July%202022%20Productions/AFL%20-%20CDC%20Pages_FB_Batch%206%20-%20pg%20245.pdf
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Feeding CDC with Facebook-sponsored research on the COVID-Vaccine (pp. 120-

205)

http://ftp.aflegal.org/Press/AFL%20v.%20CDC%20No.%2022-978/July%202022%20Productions/COVID-19%20Symptom%20Survey%20-%20pg%20121.pdf
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GOOGLE:

CDC requested that Google promote its new vaccine page in its search results (p.

58).

http://ftp.aflegal.org/Press/AFL%20v.%20CDC%20No.%2022-978/July%202022%20Productions/AFL%20-%20CDC%20Pages_Google%20Batch%202%20-%20pg%2058.pdf
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CDC coordination with Google regarding vaccine “misinformation,” including a

“Question Hub thing” the CDC and Google were collaborating on (p. 283)

CDC sought coordination with Google regarding WHO infodemiology conference in

connection with CDC’s creation of the “discipline of infodemiology” to “target” the

general public and “push back against the misinformation.” (p. 282)

http://ftp.aflegal.org/Press/AFL%20v.%20CDC%20No.%2022-978/July%202022%20Productions/AFL%20-%20CDC%20Pages_Google%20Batch%205%20-%20pg%20282.pdf
http://ftp.aflegal.org/Press/AFL%20v.%20CDC%20No.%2022-978/July%202022%20Productions/AFL%20-%20CDC%20Pages_Google%20Batch%205%20-%20pg%20282.pdf
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Google’s News and Information Credibility Lead, News Lab asked CDC to keep

Google posted about anything infodemiology-related, and that employee’s focus at

the time was “primarily on election but the two are inevitably related.” (p. 283)

http://ftp.aflegal.org/Press/AFL%20v.%20CDC%20No.%2022-978/July%202022%20Productions/AFL%20-%20CDC%20Pages_Google%20Batch%205%20-%20pg%20282.pdf
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At CDC request, Google agreed to post an ad for a job position at CDC (pp. 281, 284-

285)

http://ftp.aflegal.org/Press/AFL%20v.%20CDC%20No.%2022-978/July%202022%20Productions/AFL%20-%20CDC%20Pages_Google%20Batch%205%20-%20pg%20282.pdf
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At CDC request, Google “signal boosts” the WHO’s “unicorn program” to provide

“comprehensive global training on tracking, analyzing and addressing

misinformation” (pp. 274-281)

http://ftp.aflegal.org/Press/AFL%20v.%20CDC%20No.%2022-978/July%202022%20Productions/AFL%20-%20CDC%20Pages_Google%20Batch%201%20-%20pg%20274.pdf
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CDC directly making edits into Google’s code for its “Knowledgebase” (pp. 216-221)

http://ftp.aflegal.org/Press/AFL%20v.%20CDC%20No.%2022-978/July%202022%20Productions/AFL_CDC_Google%20Pages%20216.pdf
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The records AFL �nally received from the CDC reveal the extent to which the Biden
Administration is willing to engage in unconstitutional and otherwise unlawful activities
in total disregard for the rights of American citizens. AFL continues to �le crucial
oversight requests with the Biden Administration to reveal to the American people the
actions this Administration is taking on a daily basis which undermine the rule of law
and the liberties of American citizens. AFL has made clear that any corrupt government
agency that attempts to conceal records should be prepared to face legal action.

Statement from America First Legal President Stephen Miller:
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WASHINGTON, D.C. – Today, America First Legal (AFL) released the second set of
shocking documents obtained from the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention
(CDC) revealing further concrete evidence of collusion between the CDC and social
media companies to censor free speech and silence the public square under the
government’s label of “misinformation.” 

AFL previously sued the CDC to compel the release of documents to uncover the degree
to which the CDC and the White House had been censoring content it deemed
“misinformation” or “disinformation.” 

After a year of work and demanding documents from Biden government bureaucrats,
AFL has started to receive batches of documents.

This is AFL’s second release of damning CDC documents. Our �rst release about
collaboration between the CDC and Big Tech is here.

This production adds more evidence to what we now know happened: the Biden
Administration and Big Tech companies colluded to throttle or outright censor speech

https://ftp.aflegal.org/foia/HHS/COVID%20Disinformation%20-%20CDC%20-%2021-01575-FOIA/CDC%20Production3%2009012022.pdf
https://www.aflegal.org/news/afl-lawsuit-reveals-damning-cdc-documents-proving-government-collusion-with-big-tech-to-censor-free-speech-and-promote-biden-administration-propaganda
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that they deemed was damaging to their narrative, all under the guise of “safety” from
“misinformation.” Included in this production are the following emails:

CDC Emails Facebook About “Vaccine Con�dence Group:”

On February 24, 2021 the CDC’s “Digital Media Branch Chief, Division of Public

Affairs,” sent an email to two Facebook employees regarding that CDC �nalized its

Interagency Agreement (IAA) with the Census Bureau to combat misinformation

and about CDC’s “Vaccine Con�dence group.” Just a mere two months later,

Facebook launched a “Vaccine Con�dence” website:

CDC Holds Training on Facebook’s Misinformation Reporting Channel:

On May 18, 2021, CDC hosted a session on “Training for Facebook’s Misinfo

Reporting Channel.”

http://ftp.aflegal.org/Press/AFL%20v.%20CDC%20No.%2022-978/September%201%202022%20Productions/Page%2053.pdf
https://tech.fb.com/uncategorized/2021/04/vaccine-confidence/
http://ftp.aflegal.org/Press/AFL%20v.%20CDC%20No.%2022-978/September%201%202022%20Productions/Page%2081.pdf
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CDC Admits to Vaccine Injury:

While the CDC admitted to increased reports of Guillain-Barre Syndrome and

Myocarditis in J&J-vaccinated individuals in August 2021, the CDC nevertheless

continued to promote the vaccine with little hesitation:

http://ftp.aflegal.org/Press/AFL%20v.%20CDC%20No.%2022-978/September%201%202022%20Productions/Page%2063.pdf
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CDC Emails Meta to Flag “Misinfo:”

The CDC sent emails to Meta, the parent company of Facebook and Instagram,

�agging multiple examples of individuals’ �rst amendment-protected activity on the

social medias’ platforms, labeled as “misinfo” by the CDC, and reminded them that

the Census Bureau is involved in tracking these posts:

http://ftp.aflegal.org/Press/AFL%20v.%20CDC%20No.%2022-978/September%201%202022%20Productions/Page%2049-52.pdf
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The social media posts �agged by CDC and the Census Bureau appear to have been

removed:
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CDC and Facebook Discuss Facebook’s “Misinformation Manager:”

Facebook created a position for a “Misinformation Manager” to censor free speech

on behalf of the government:

http://ftp.aflegal.org/Press/AFL%20v.%20CDC%20No.%2022-978/September%201%202022%20Productions/Page%2064.pdf


12/28/22, 12:30 AM AFL Lawsuit Uncovers More Audacious CDC Documents Revealing The Biden Administration’s Blatant Complicity With Big Tech To Push…

https://aflegal.org/afl-lawsuit-uncovers-more-audacious-cdc-documents-revealing-the-biden-administrations-blatant-complicity-with-big-tech-to-push-disinformation… 8/13

CDC responded to Facebook with the names and titles of its “leads,” including its

reinforcements from the Census Bureau’s social media misinformation team, for

their discussion on the types of topics being removed from Facebook:

http://ftp.aflegal.org/Press/AFL%20v.%20CDC%20No.%2022-978/September%201%202022%20Productions/Page%2064.pdf
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CDC Invited Google to “be on the lookout” for “Misinformation” Meetings:

The CDC invited Google staff to participate in scheduled meetings to manage posts

by the public the CDC determined was “misinformation:”

http://ftp.aflegal.org/Press/AFL%20v.%20CDC%20No.%2022-978/September%201%202022%20Productions/Page%2020.pdf
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The CDC also invited Facebook staff to participate in these scheduled meetings to

manage so-called “misinformation:”

CDC “Vaccine Con�dence Insights Report” Sent to Facebook and Google:

On March 30, 2021 the CDC sent an email to Facebook and Google o�cials sharing

a CDC “COVID-19 State of Vaccine Con�dence Insights Report.” Amongst the

report’s action items, the CDC includes short and long-term recommendations in

order to “quickly and credibly debunk[ing] vaccine misinformation and

disinformation.”

Notably, the �rst long-term recommendation explicitly set forth the CDC’s complicity
with Big Tech to silence public conversation while “amplifying and promoting” content
from “trustworthy sources, namely itself :

http://ftp.aflegal.org/Press/AFL%20v.%20CDC%20No.%2022-978/September%201%202022%20Productions/Page%2021.pdf
http://ftp.aflegal.org/Press/AFL%20v.%20CDC%20No.%2022-978/September%201%202022%20Productions/Page%2011-19.pdf
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The records AFL has plied from the CDC reveal the shocking lengths to which the Biden
Administration engaged in unconstitutional activities in order to silence Americans and
promote propaganda. This disgraceful undertaking by the Biden Administration, with the
willing complicity of Big Tech, is particularly egregious given that the health and welfare
of millions of Americans was left vulnerable and compromised at the hands of
government bureaucrats following Biden’s political agenda.

AFL continues to vigilantly monitor the federal government and conduct crucial
oversight work to ensure the American public knows the harsh realities of the
government’s undermining of the rule of law.

Statement from Gene Hamilton, Vice-President of America First Legal:

“America First Legal has been at the forefront of this �ght, exposing the Biden
Administration’s collaboration with Big Tech to determine the existence of and propagate
‘truth’ for hundreds of millions of American citizens. This type of collaboration is a feature
of totalitarian regimes, not a feature of a democratic republic like ours. The federal
government is not the arbiter of objective truth, and America First Legal will work
tirelessly to expose this unholy alliance between Big Tech and big government.” said Gene
Hamilton.

Read the second production here.

Read the �rst production here.

Follow us on social media to get the latest updates on America First Legal’s �ght to
protect your constitutional rights!

Twitter, Facebook, GETTR, Parler, Instagram. To schedule an engagement with America
First Legal, please email info@athospr.com.

https://ftp.aflegal.org/foia/HHS/COVID%20Disinformation%20-%20CDC%20-%2021-01575-FOIA/CDC%20Production3%2009012022.pdf
https://www.aflegal.org/news/afl-lawsuit-reveals-damning-cdc-documents-proving-government-collusion-with-big-tech-to-censor-free-speech-and-promote-biden-administration-propaganda
https://twitter.com/America1stLegal
https://www.facebook.com/americafirstlegal
https://gettr.com/user/america1stlegal
https://parler.com/#/user/America1stLegal
https://www.instagram.com/americafirstlegal/
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FACEBOOK/META FINDINGS:

Included in this release of documents is a Facebook slide deck that appears to

show Facebook acting as an editor and content moderator, boasting its extensive

A
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censorship work to the CDC. 

Speci�cally, Facebook brags, “We remove claims about the existence or severity of

COVID-19 … includ[ing] Claims that COVID-19 is no more dangerous … than the

common �u or cold.” (pg. 46)

Facebook uses incredibly vague and nebulous standards to judge information (pg.

50).

In its “Widely Debunked Vaccine Hoaxes” section, Facebook even claims that

“natural immunity is safer than vaccine acquired immunity” despite 1) widespread

A
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knowledge at the time that the vaccines did not prevent transmission and 2) what

we now know: more vaccinated people are dying now than unvaccinated. (pg. 51).

Finally, Facebook boasts of removing over 16 Million posts on Facebook and

Instagram, including over 2 million between February and May 19, 2021. (pg. 53):

Statement from Gene Hamilton, America First Legal Vice-President and General
Counsel:

A
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AFL Lawsuit Uncovers More Damning CDC
Documents Revealing Twitter’s “Partner
Support Portal” for COVID-19 Related
Censorship and the U.S. Government’s
Advancement of “Social Inoculation”
Against the “Infodemic”

� b # : � ✉ ⎙

WASHINGTON, D.C. – Today, America First Legal (AFL) released the fourth set of
shocking documents obtained from litigation against the Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention (CDC) revealing further concrete evidence of collusion between the CDC
and social media companies to censor free speech and silence the public square under
the government’s label of “misinformation.”

A
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This nearly 600-page release of documents contains new appalling information. Among
these include the fact that Twitter ran a “Partner Support Portal” for government
employees and other “stakeholders” to submit posts that it would remove or �ag as
“misinformation” on its platform. Documents obtained by AFL show Twitter enrolling
one government employee, through their personal Twitter account, into this Portal. We
know from other publicly related documents, that Facebook has copied this approach
for election-related censorship.

This production also reveals that the U.S. government was actively working to “socially
inoculate”–or brainwashing–the public against anything that threatened its narrative. It
did so by using aligned Big Tech corporations to monitor and manipulate users for the
purposes of censoring unapproved information and pushing government propaganda.
For example, Facebook sent written materials to the CDC in which it bragged about
censoring more than sixteen million “pieces of content” containing opinions or
information the U.S. government wanted suppressed. 

Finally, the documents reveal the CDC was “collaborating with UNICEF, WHO and IFCN
member and leading civil society organization Ma�ndo” to mitigate “disinformation.”
Ma�ndo is a Facebook third-party fact-checking partner based in Indonesia that is
funded by Google.  

What is clear is that the United States government, Big Tech platforms, and
international organizations were fully entangled in an intricate campaign to violate the
First Amendment, to silence the American people, and to censor dissenting views.

AFL’s �rst release of documents revealed the explicit collusion between the CDC and Big
Tech to censor what the Biden Administration deemed “misinformation” and push
covert COVID-19 propaganda. AFL’s second release built the evidentiary record showing
that CDC speci�cally sent Facebook and Twitter-speci�c posts to take down, throttle,
censor, or �ag. AFL’s third release revealed that the CDC’s mask guidance policies for
school children were driven by political polling by liberal dark money group The Kaiser
Family Foundation rather than science.

Read through as we highlight the most damning �ndings from this fourth production of
government documents: 

GOOGLE HOSTS “TRUSTED MEDIA SUMMIT” FEATURING CDC EMPLOYEES:

A
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In August 2021, the head of Google’s News Lab for the Asia Paci�c region (“APAC”),

Irene Jay Liu, emailed CDC Vaccine Con�dence Strategist Elisabeth Wilhelm to invite

her to the APAC “Trusted Media Summit.” (pg. 404)

CDC’s Vaccine Con�dence Strategist then emailed the event planner for Google’s

APAC Trusted Media Summit, noting her excitement over being invited to what she

referred to as “the coolest misinformation �ghting speakeasy.” (pg. 404)

She was then invited to the summit to give a keynote addressing how the CDC was

working with WHO and other international organizations to address a so-called

“infodemic” and using “social inoculation” to mitigate it. (pg. 425)

A
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TWITTER’S “PARTNER SUPPORT PORTAL” FOR ONLINE CENSORSHIP:

On May 10, 2021, Todd O’Boyle at Twitter recommended Carol Crawford at CDC to

enroll in Twitter’s Partner Support Portal, which he described as “the best way to get

a spreadsheet like this reviewed.” (pg. 183)

He also indicated that Tweets sent by Carol had either already been “actioned” and

if they had not, he would ask the “team to review.” 

A
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On May 11, 2021, the CDC o�cial enrolled her personal Twitter account into

Twitter’s Partner Support Portal, which allowed “a special, expedited reporting �ow

in the Twitter Help Center.” (pg. 182)

A


