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Table 1. Study characteristics of Morbidity and Mortality Weekly Report studies mentioning 
masks or face coverings, stratified by whether mask effectiveness was tested  
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Table 2. Select conclusion statements indicating a causal relationship between mask wearing 
and decreased case rates/transmission from MMWR mask studies which failed to find evidence 
of mask effectiveness 
 
Study and date Conclusion Statement Control 

group/time 
period 

 Provided 
evidence of 
mask 
effectiveness 

Outbreak investigation 
of two Missouri 
hairdressers 
7/14/20201 

“Consistent and correct use of face 
coverings, when appropriate, is an 
important tool for minimizing spread of 
SARS-CoV-2”  

No No 

Georgia camp outbreak 
investigation 
8/7/20202 

“Consistent and correct use of cloth masks 
should be emphasized as important 
strategies for mitigating transmission” 

No No 

Investigation of 
university soccer team 
outbreaks  
10/30/20223 

“Improved strategies to promote mask use 
and social distancing among college-aged 
adults need to be implemented” 

No No 

Hopi Tribe Outbreak 
investigation 
11/6/20204 

“this investigation highlights the need for… 
encouraging consistent mask wearing” 

No No 

Household transmission 
in Wisconsin and 
Tennessee  
11/6/20205 

“all household members wearing a mask in 
shared spaces, can reduce the probability 
of household transmission.” 

No No 

Georgia school outbreak 
investigation 
3/12/20216 

“correct mask use and physical distancing, 
even after educators are vaccinated, will be 
critical” 

No No 

Transmission in Salt 
Lake City Utah 
Elementary Schools 
3/26/20217 

“schools can be opened safely with minimal 
in-school transmission when critical 
prevention strategies including mask use 
are implemented” 

No No 

Outbreaks at a youth 
camp and men’s 
conference 
9/3/20218 

“This investigation underscores the impact 
of secondary SARS-CoV-2 transmission 
during large events such as camps and 
conferences when COVID-19 prevention 
strategies, including vaccination, masking, 
physical distancing, and screening testing, 
are not implemented.”  

No No 

Marin County 
Elementary School 
Outbreak 
9/3/20219 

“strict adherence to multiple 
nonpharmaceutical prevention strategies, 
including masking, are important to ensure 
safe school instruction” 

No No 

Evaluation of a test to “TTS strategy with multiple prevention No No 
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stay (TTS) strategy in 
Lake County, IL 
12/31/202110 

components, including masking and 
physical distancing, resulted in low 
secondary transmission of SARS-CoV-2 in 
K–12 schools in Lake County, Illinois.” 

Antigen test positivity 
after COVID-19 isolation 
2/25/202211 

“The high percentage of positive antigen 
test results during the 5–9 days after 
symptom onset reinforces the importance 
of correct and consistent mask use during 
this period " 

No No 
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Table 3. Data characteristics of Morbidity and Mortality Weekly Report publications mentioning 
mask or face covering (n=77) 

 . CC-BY 4.0 International licenseIt is made available under a 
 is the author/funder, who has granted medRxiv a license to display the preprint in perpetuity. (which was not certified by peer review)

The copyright holder for this preprint this version posted July 11, 2023. ; https://doi.org/10.1101/2023.07.07.23292338doi: medRxiv preprint 



 

  

 

Table 4. Characteristics of Morbidity and Mortality Weekly Report publications evaluating 
studies testing masks (n= 23) 
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