Writing Assignment	- Essay #3		Dr. Hurt
Assignment: This essay is about your personal experiences, however, please remember the essay will be included in your final writing portfolio. The topic should be compressed so that it covers a day versus something over several days. Select on one of the following topics:
· Describe a tradition or custom that you celebrate
· Share your favorite birthday, graduation, or work celebration
· Discuss two things/ideas that you value
Purpose: To provide an opportunity to write about a familiar topic that involves critical thinking and allows connectivity with an experience that is close to your reality
Why narrative: As you grow in life and your career, there will be opportunities to share information to build relationships and connections. These opportunities can cause anxiety and stress depending on the audience and location. However, this narrative writing exercise provides you with experience in sharing information so that hopefully when these opportunities present themselves, you can feel more comfortable. Additionally, these assignments help you to develop your voice as a writer.
Audience: A college level reader can understand, relate, and enjoy your writing
Organization: Options: (1) Straight chronological; OR (2) begin at height of event/activity and then retrace events leading up to that moment
Point of View: First person. Avoid second person (avoid the use of the pronoun "you").  Keep in mind your vantage point (your frame of reference) and your attitude about the subject (accepting, hostile, sarcastic, pleased).  
Details: You should SHOW more than simply TELL.  Use vivid, descriptive language where appropriate.  Make sure to prioritize information; avoid “over-telling” in some areas and “under-telling” in others; in other words, compress time where necessary so that paper does not go into unnecessary detail. Balance description with narration; make sure that narration is the priority.
Verb tense: Use the narrative first-person present tense (I wake up one morning to music).
Word Range: Minimum: 550
Grading: On a scale of 0 - 100, with 90-100 being an A;  80 - 89 being a B;  etc.  The weight of this assignment is 10% of your overall grade.  A rubric will be provided.
Plagiarizing: It is important to remember that plagiarizing including the use of AI, recycling of paper from a previous class, or any other form of cheating will result in a "0" on the assignment.  If you are unsure of whether or not you may have inadvertently plagiarized, please check with me or the Writing Center BEFORE the assignment is due, and we will support you in making any edits/changes to avoid this serious academic problem.
Rationale:
The writing assignment I selected was based on looking to support students in finding the right topic. I was attempting to create an assignment outline using TILT and decided the one from the lesson/lecture was a good start for me. The outline was helpful to me as I think about how I want to support students to not be afraid of the writing. I selected a topic that was more personal to make students the “experts” on the topic. The post-process did impact my design because I wanted to eliminate (or at least greatly reduce) the stress and anxiety of figuring out what to write about and where to get the details for the topic. I want to build their confidence with a topic that is personal. This type of assignment allows me to grade for structure and grammar versus content. I consider this assignment “mid-stakes”. It is the third one of 10 and requires some use of “factual” information to write the paper. 
My main struggle is that I am a brief person in general. However, for this class, I really need to work on providing as much detail as needed so that the students can understand the assignment. I currently work at a middle school where my students struggle to write so this class has given me some much-needed insights on helping early developing writers. I think my topic options work well for what my goal is for the students. The parts I would work on are really related to the in-class portion where I would get real-time feedback on if the structure and details of my assignment are clear and understandable. 

