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1. General Philosophy of Teaching and Learning
During COVID, an opportunity to become a regular contributor for a local paper threw me back to 1990 (or 1991) when I was accepted as a writer for the Teen Page in my local newspaper. It was called Teen Scene. I was a high school sophomore, my mother saw the advertisement and recommended I apply. At the time, writing was a skill I found easy because I like to talk and I wrote like I talked. However, after joining the Teen Scene and Ms. Judy Fultz, my 10th grade English teacher, I learned that how you talk is different than how you write – especially for a high school teenager writing for a local newspaper.
As I considered this opportunity to write on a regular basis for others to consume and probably critique, I had to consider all that goes into the writing process including releasing it into the world. That release gave me pause as I reflected on how impactful and enjoyable writing for Teen Scene was for me. I earned several awards including most prolific writer and an investigative award for a piece I did on teachers who smoke at school. The best part of that Teen Scene writing journey was our coordinator and my fellow writers. In order to get us ready, the newspaper hosted a week’s worth of training and had reporters come talk to us. We also had to write a piece after each session. The goal was to build up our stamina cause quality writing on deadline is a skill. After the training, we met weekly for about three hours to discuss possible stories, develop outlines, and review the upcoming issue (it was an insert in the local paper). I looked forward to these meetings for a few reasons: 1 – we meet at the paper so we had a chance to see the writers and “see” the paper in action, 2 – the laying out of the insert was something I enjoyed and it was very different than laying out newspapers today, and 3 – the collaboration and review process was so rewarding and truly helped me grow as a writer. 
Back to Mrs. Judy Fultz, her classroom is where I also formed my skills as a writer and a reader. We had to journal every day in her class for the first 5-10 minutes. Most days she had a prompt that connected to the lesson or theme of the week. The other days, we were able to write freely about whatever. The part that I think was really amazing was her feedback and commitment to helping her students. To this day, I am in awe of that commitment to read and comment on our writing daily with at least 60-80 students. Mrs. Fultz was funny, kind, and a stickler for correct English. She would take off points if you spoke incorrectly in class. I remember thinking she was joking until I received my progress report with deductions and dates of said incorrect grammar usage. I learned to think before speaking and more importantly that Mrs. Fultz was about her business – teaching us how to write, read, and speak clearly and properly. 
The “properly” part of writing would come up in college when I was a contributing writer for the college paper. I applied to be a staff writer; however, my application was moved down to contributing writer. I did piece about the lack of culture on campus and having to search to find community. It was an OpEd piece. However, the editor (a non-minority female) felt the tone was too negative and edited the piece. The problem was she never discussed or mentioned it to me. I pick up the paper to see my byline and within the first three lines I realize something is wrong – the article I submitted had been changed. Long story short, she had to apologize, and my original piece ran in the next issue of the paper. I, however, decided my time, effort, and voice would be of better use somewhere else and resigned. The issue was more in principle yet very personal. It reminded me about why I enjoyed the Teen Page and even Mrs. Fultz’s class, the collaboration, the respect for voice, and the partnership in creating the best piece. 
As I look to become a college professor of English, I want to take those pieces – respect of voice, a collaborative process, and a partnership in the writing journey. The desire was sparked by that opportunity to become a contributing writer which made me realize how critical it is to have a strong foundation in writing. That strong foundation is layered, and the role of the college professor is to check the foundation, provide the materials to fortify that foundation, and ensure when students leave, they feel confident to stand on that foundation. I want to partner with my students to build confidence and trust. 
