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Hello!

I’m delighted to introduce myself as the new Priest-in-Charge of 
Sherbornes with Pamber. 

We moved as a family to Sherborne St John earlier in the summer 
and we are really excited to be joining your community.   I’m married 

to Becky and we have three young children, Annie (1), Toby (4) and Henry (5). We 
all enjoy exploring the outdoors so you might find us out and about getting to know 
the many beautiful walks around the parish. 

Growing up on a farm in Northern Ireland, I first 
moved to England to study Mechanical Engineering 
at the University of Sheffield before training as a 
Science Teacher. I worked in a school in Doncaster 
for a number of years before I sensed God’s call 
to ordained ministry. This took me to London for 
training and then back to Sheffield where I was 
ordained and completed my curacy at the churches 
of Holy Cross, Gleadless Valley, and St John’s, Park.

My first Sunday will be on the 27th of August and I’m really looking forward to 
working with the congregations of the three churches in the Parish as together we 
seek to share God’s love with everyone in our community. All our services are open 
to everyone, whatever your age or background, so do please feel free to join us at 
any time. 

Hope to meet you soon!

Rev. Stewart Deering

St Andrew’s Church, Sherborne St John
Open Day

Saturday 9th September 2023 from 10.00am to 6.00pm

St Andrews will be open all day and we warmly invite you to pop in and explore and 
enjoy our lovely church building, parts of which date back to Norman times. We 
will be serving refreshments (at no cost) and we look forward to welcoming you.

This coincides with the annual ‘Ride and Stride’ event which encourages walkers and 
cyclists to visit as many participating churches on the day, to raise funds to help maintain 
our wonderful church buildings in Hampshire and the Isle of Wight.

Cover photo: Myrtle the Turtle in SSJ Church Pond aka Henry  ………..taken by 
Amanda Hope

I have been told by a confidential, but reliable source, that Myrtle the Turtle is in 
fact Henry the Terrapin who arrived in the pond several years ago.  Although he/she 
is living a solitary life they certainly seem healthy and a constant topic of local chat!!

Editorial
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August 2023

1 Women’s Fellowship,  SSJ Village Hall,  Speaker “Sugar and Spice And All Things Nice” 2.00pm
12 Skittles Night at Sherborne St John Social Club 6.00pm
14 Retirement Coffee Morning, Sherborne St John Village Hall 10.00am – 12.00
19 The Bee Fayre 400, Wootton St Lawrence 11am – 5pm
28 Retirement Coffee Morning, Sherborne St John Village Hall 10.00am – 12.00

September 2023

2 Fish & Chips & Fleetwood Mac Life Music at Sherborne St John Social Club 7.30pm
5 Women’s Fellowship,  SSJ Village Hall,  Speaker  “The Am Dram Tart”  +  Harvest Tea 2.00pm
8 St Michael’s Hospice - SMH Golf Day – Sherfield Oaks Golf Club.  stmichaelshospice.org.uk
9 Danny Connors LiveMusic at Sherborne St John Social Club 7.30pm
11 Retirement Coffee Morning, Sherborne St John Village Hall 10.00am – 12.00
25 Retirement Coffee Morning, Sherborne St John Village Hall 10.00am – 12.00
30 St Michael’s Hospice - Moonlight Walk – Festival Place.  stmichaelshospice.org.uk
30 RobbieWiliams Tribute at Sherborne St John Social Club 7.30pm

October 2023

3 Women’s Fellowship,  “The Experimental Housekeeping of Jane Austen’s Friend Martha Lloyd” 2.00pm
9 Retirement Coffee Morning, Sherborne St John Village Hall 10.00am – 12.00
14 Skittles Night at Sherborne St John Social Club 6.00pm
23 Retirement Coffee Morning, Sherborne St John Village Hall 10.00am – 12.00

November 2023

6 Retirement Coffee Morning, Sherborne St John Village Hall 10.00am – 12.00
7 Women’s Fellowship,  SSJ Village Hall,  Speaker  “The Great American Songbook”  +  Bring & Buy 2.00pm
20 Retirement Coffee Morning, Sherborne St John Village Hall 10.00am – 12.00

4 544 5 54444444

Services for August 2023
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Sunday Mass will be celebrated at the Church of St Bede, Popley at the following times:  9.00am  11.00am  6.30pm

Weekday Mass 

Tuesday Church of St Bede, Popley 9.30am *
Wednesday HG Church, Basingstoke 9.30am *
Thursday Church of St Bede, Popley 9.30am *
Friday HG Church, Basingstoke 9.30am *
Saturday Church of St Bede, Popley 9.30am *                                                    * Time & Venue could vary

Roman Catholic Services (Tel: 819772)

MIDWEEK
Home Groups - No Home groups in August

Central Prayer Meeting - Second Saturday at 8.30am –12th August
Little Acorns - No meetings in August

PCC - No meetings in August
No services in Pamber Priory & All Saints’ in August

The Services at St Andrew’s are live streamed on our YouTube channel and are available to watch afterwards. 
Visit https://www.youtube.com/c/ParishoftheSherborneswithPamber  or the link on our website under the Resources Menu.

Sunday Club: 
Sunday Club for children from School year R and upwards will meet during the service. 

For more information please contact Caroline Elphick on 01256 851384
Creche – there are a few toys available for use in the Bell Tower, but this will be unsupervised.

06 August 
10am All-Age Morning Worship St Andrew’s
The healing at the pool John 5:1 -14 Andy Spence

13 August
10am All-Age Morning Worship St Andrew’s
Calming the Storm Luke 8:22-25 Steve Howe 

20 August
10am All-Age Morning Worship St Andrew’s
Jesus feeds the 5,000 Luke 9:10-17 Pippa Aslet

27 August
10am All-Age Morning Worship St Andrew’s
Jesus & Lazarus John 11:17-27 & 38-44 Rev Stewart Deering

St Andrew’s  Sherborne St John           All Saints Monk Sherborne           The Priory  Pamber End

www.sherborneswithpamber.org       fb: facebook.com/sherborneswithpamber

Notify Claiming Dates to Lindsay Berry on lindsayberry0@gmail.com or message on 07775 800955

Claiming Dates

Man’s best friend- 
especially in a fire
One of the Fire Service’s new “Fire Dogs” about to start his training (with his 
brother!) They are amazing when fully trained and are able to detect accelerant 
used criminally with ease. If you are going to start a fire, don’t do it in Hampshire, 
the detection rate is over 80%.

Rhydian Vaughan HIWFRA (Hampshire & Isle of Wight Fire & Rescue Authority)

Keeping you safe
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Sherborne St John Parish Council
We are still looking for a new parish 
clerk - anyone with the necessary 
experience can apply.  We would again 
like to thank Mel, our locum, for all the 
help she gives us.

SSJ Neighbourhood Plan
This is an ongoing process with a lot of 
work being done by Councillor James 
Rowley.  We hope to submit our plan 
to the BDBC as soon as possible ready 
for the Local Plan when published.  
This will help us with any planning 
applications that come forward .

Planning
The Parish Council keeps a close eye on 
all planning applications so that they 
stay within keeping with the village. A 
meeting was held with the developer 

at Bobs Farm which produced some 
changes to the layout and landscaping .

Lengthsman Scheme
This is ongoing with 3 visits a year.  This 
scheme helps us keep areas tidy in the 
village that need attention; including 
hedges being cut back for clear sight  
lines for traffic.

Chute Playing Field
The Chute is one of our proud assets - 
giving children a good play area; and the 
tennis courts and our popular football 
ground are well used.

General
Reports given at the June Meeting 
from the County Councillor Rhydian 
Vaughan and Bough Councillor David 

McIntyre included information that 
pot holes and speeding remain high on 
the list of complaints .  It is hoped to 
repair all potholes as soon possible - but 
Hampshire is a large county.

All Parish Council meetings are held at 
the end of the each month - dates are on 
the notice board   Everyone is welcome 
to come and attend these meetings and 
raise any concerns with us.

Councillor Mrs Jane Bechelet.

Please see below for the items we are 
currently short of - thank you!
Foodbank Centre, open Monday to Friday 10:00 – 15:00

63-64 Tempus Business Centre, Houndmills, RG21 6XG

 • Instant mashed potato
 • Tinned meat (hot, e.G. Chilli, hot dogs, stewing steak)
 • Crisps and savoury snacks
 • Tinned fruit
 • Hot and cold desserts (not rice pudding please)
 • Jam and other sweet spreads
 • Sweets, chocolate and other sweet treats
 • Custard
 • Powdered milk
 • Long life fruit juice
 • Ladies and gents deodorant
 • Hair conditioner
 • Cleaning sprays and surface cleaner
 • Toilets rolls
 • Washing up liquid
 • Reusable shopping bags

We have plenty of the following in stock so please choose 
other items. Thank you.
 • Pasta
 • Rice
 • Tinned soup
 • Tinned beans
 • Tinned rice pudding
 • Tea and coffee
 • Hot and cold cereal
 • Baby food
 • Non-dairy milk
 • Kitchen roll
 • Dog food

News from the Pambers  
&  Little London
I hope you are all enjoying this summer 
with its entirely unpredictable weather, 
switching happily from monsoon-style 
storms to baking heat and parched 
earth. And yet there are those who 
continue to deny climate change.

Pamber Parish Council has informed 
me of a wealth of initiatives from 
Basingstoke and Deane Borough 
Council.  These range from details of 
efforts as diverse as a Cost of Living 
Fund, through a Building Improvements 
Fund to the Hampshire Business 
Awards.  There is also an invitation 
to those generous-hearted people 
who have space and time to consider 
fostering an unaccompanied asylum-
seeking child, and other similarly 
altruistic opportunities.  I would 
encourage those who may be interested 
in any of the above to consult the B&D 
website. Input from residents is also 
requested on changing the way the 

public is involved in planning matters, 
something which may interest many of 
you. The ideas revolve around making 
documents easier to understand, greater 
use of social media, and interactive 
mapping tools. You have until 11.59pm 
on Sunday 30 July 2023 to respond.  
Once again, the Basingstoke & Deane 
website is your contact.

No Meet the Villager this month I’m 
afraid – I left it too late to include details 
of my next victim (Sorry Simon!)–so 
you’ll have to wait till the next edition. 

However, Paul sent 
me a photo of this 
beautiful little chap 
about whom you 
will hear more in 
the next issue.  A 
cliff-hanger ending 
or what? 😊

Sue and Paul are sorry to report an 
absence of swifts in their swift boxes but 

are pleased to note that a couple of the 
boxes have provided excellent homes for 
families of house sparrows.

On the subject of photos, in the last 
issue I somehow managed to fail to get 
printed the one of the young man clearly 
enjoying an activity not involving a 
screen.  So here he is! 

Have a good August!  And don’t forget 
the annual War Horse Walkthrough 
Pamber Foreston the August Bank 
HolidayMonday, a lovely social occasion 
which raises funds for a very good cause.

B 🐝 bdownes.villager@gmail.com

War Horse Walk info: 
simon@macesweb.co.uk

In order that we can provide our clients with fresh fruit and veg, eggs and bread financial donations are 
always extremely welcome.

By BACS transfer to:  Basingstoke Foodbank   Sort Code: 23-05-80     Account Number: 48286747

ADVERTISE  
HERE 

CALL Emma Foreman

01256 889215  
07747 015494
emma@thehaye.co.uk
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WHAT CHORES  
CLEANING & IRONING SERVICE  

For a cleaner Future 

Fixed Price Cleaning - CRB & Insured 
Products & Equipment Supplied 

 

Carpet & Upholstery Cleaning – End Tenancy  
Spring Cleans – One Off Clean 

Tel: 07954794817     
Tel: (01256) 412369 

www.whatchorescleaning.co.uk  
 

CALL US 01256 358 940
www.bobberryfencing.co.uk

Over 35 years experience in all types of domestic, 
commercial  and  industrial  fencing based in Sherborne St John

FREE estimates and advice with no obligation  and 
good quality workmanship are GUARANTEED

WHAT CHORES  
CLEANING & IRONING SERVICE  

For a cleaner Future 

 
 

04412_Villager_July2012:19191_Villager_Oct07  2/7/12  17:07  Page 11

11

WHAT CHORES  
CLEANING & IRONING SERVICE  

For a cleaner Future 

Fixed Price Cleaning - CRB & Insured 
Products & Equipment Supplied 

 

Carpet & Upholstery Cleaning – End Tenancy  
Spring Cleans – One Off Clean 

Tel: 07954794817     
Tel: (01256) 412369 

www.whatchorescleaning.co.uk  
 

CALL US 01256 358 940
www.bobberryfencing.co.uk

Over 35 years experience in all types of domestic, 
commercial  and  industrial  fencing based in Sherborne St John

FREE estimates and advice with no obligation  and 
good quality workmanship are GUARANTEED

WHAT CHORES  
CLEANING & IRONING SERVICE  

For a cleaner Future 

 
 

04412_Villager_July2012:19191_Villager_Oct07  2/7/12  17:07  Page 11

9

Sherborne St John Primary School
When you read this, the 
children and staff will 
be in the middle of their 
summer break and they 
really deserve it!  It was an 
exciting but very busy end 
to the school year. 

The children put on a 
wonderful show in Aladdin 
- the costumes, staging, 
acting and singing were 
fantastic. So much hard 
work goes on behind 
the scenes to make this 
happen and ensure that 
each child excels. Everyone 
did an amazing job and all the staff 
and families were so proud of each 
child.  We will share a few photos in the 
September edition. 

In sport, the children took part in a 
number of events and we are particularly 
proud because our small school has 
achieved some amazing results. Our 
tag rugby team won the league and 
then came 3rd in Basingstoke. In the 
sports hall athletics event, we came 3rd 
in Basingstoke and 10th in the whole 
of Hampshire. Finally, our cricket team 
achieved 2nd place in Basingstoke. 

We also said farewell to our wonderful 
Year 6 children. They have been 
excellent role models to the younger 
children this year; taking on a number 
of responsibilities such as Librarians, 
Cashiers, Buddies and Ambassadors. 
The children have lived out our school 
values of Trust, Truth and Forgiveness 
every day and set high standards for the 
rest of the school to look up to. 

Our trip to Winchester Cathedral was 
a very special day and 3 of our children 
had the responsibility of reading the 
prayers to over 600 children. As a good 

bye treat, the children also 
enjoyed an afternoon of 
bouncy castle and water 
fight fun. 

Then, on the last day of 
term, they followed the 
tradition of ringing the 
old school bell as they 
left us. Everyone in the 
SSJ family wishes each 
of them every success 
and we look forward to 
hearing all about  their 
future adventures. 

Finally, we hope that 
everyone has a wonderful summer 
and we look forward to telling you all 
about the year ahead when we return in 
September. 

Sherbert
SSJ School Villager Correspondent

Volunteer Police Cadets           
Volunteer Police Cadets scheme 
provides a safe environment where 
young people can learn as individuals, 
develop positive relationships with 
the police and actively support the 
community.

Volunteering your time as a Cadet 
Leader is a very personally rewarding 
thing to do. It will enable you to develop 
your skills to inspire young people to 
become good citizens.

Whilst many of our leaders come from 
the policing family, we welcome adults 
from all walks of life and particularly 
encourage those without a policing 
background.

You will undergo vetting to the highest 
national standards, including an 

enhanced DBS check enabling you to 
work alongside young people.

There are opportunities to become a 
leader no matter how many hours a 
week / month you are able to volunteer. 
The units operate around 2 hours 
per week in term times and you will 
be asked to assist in the running of 
sessions and supervision of cadets at 
policing events. You do not need any 
qualifications to become a leader as 
you will receive training to support you 
to develop your own knowledge and 
skillset.

You do not have to have previous 
experience, only an interest in helping 
young people achieve their best and 
reach their full potential.

So, if you’re looking for something 
fun to do that is full of opportunities 
and is extremely rewarding, you can 
get involved now as a Volunteer Cadet 
Leader. 

If you would like more information on 
the role and have any questions, please 
visit the following link which leads to 
the Volunteer Police Cadet scheme page 
of our website - https://www.hampshire.
police.uk/police-forces/hampshire-
constabulary/areas/careers/careers/
volunteer-police-cadets/ 

or contact Volunteer.police.cadets@
hampshire.police.uk
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Spring into Summer 2023

We had a very wet December and 
January, but then an exceptionally dry 
February with a total of only 3.1mm 
(5%).  December started very cold but 
warmed significantly after the 18th but 
it again turned cold from the  17th of 
January right through to mid February.

March, the start of Spring, was 
disappointing; unlike normal Marches 
it was frequently cloudy and wet with 
over double the normal rainfall and 
low sunshine totals, but this did result 
in above average temperatures (average 
+2.7C above normal)) and very few 
frosts.  April was back to near normal 
with some good sunshine but also with 
periods of rain or showers - a typical 

April!  Temperatures were improving 
with daytime max averaging 1.8C above 
the normal.

The first two weeks of May were very 
cloudy but also surprisingly warm and, 
with all that cloud, night minimum 
temperatures were also up.  However 
the last 3 weeks of May were dominated 
by persistent high pressures resulting in 
a serious lack of rain  with only 9mm.  
So, with lots of sun and very little rain, 
the ground started to dry out – in spite 
of the surplus winter rain gardens and 
crops began to suffer. 

June was dominated by high pressure 
systems, especially during the first and 

last weeks resulting in well-
above average temperatures 
and a highest of 29.6C on the 
10th, but that was followed 
by a violent thunderstorm 
on the late afternoon of the 
11th - I recorded 30.3mm 
in one hour and many had 
more than that; there were 
only 3 days with rain during 
the whole month.  The 
June daytime maximum 
temperatures averaged out 
at 4.7C above the long-
term values - that is a very 
exceptional excess.

July has started off cooler/
less hot.  But there was a 
period of very heavy rain 

late afternoon and into the evening 
of the 4th and temperatures are still 
above average.

It certainly appears that, overall, we are 
experiencing higher temperatures and 
occasional more violent rainfalls and less 
variability in frequency of weather type 
change.  It was once claimed that the 
English summer was 2 hot days and a 
thunderstorm!  Our love of the variability 
of weather seems to have gone!

David Cullum. 

News from the North  
Hampshire Hospital
For most people their main concern 
with the hospital is to get the treatment 
they need as quickly as possible.  Covid 
really pushed our waiting lists, however 
it is expected that the number of people 
on long waiting times will drop over the 
coming months.  This is proving quite 
a challenge with the ever increasing 
local population, and was not helped 
earlier in the year with an outbreak of 
diphtheria, caused by some not opting 
for vaccinations when offered.  One can 
see part of that effort with, for example, 
the added flexibility such as consultants 
seeing patients for routine appointments 
at weekends.

One aspect at present that causes 
considerable comment is the conflicting 
appointment letters some people 
receive, caused by staff trying to juggle 
appointments around, with the system 
not able to catch up.   The Hospital 
management knows only too well the 
issue, but with finances so tight, there 
is no capital to develop the changes 
needed.  It, of course, raises the much 
bigger issue of the way finances are run 
in the whole of NHS.  The NHS, as we 
all know, is highly bureaucratic with 
top down accounting, with often little 

regard for placing the money where it is 
most needed.   However, it is hoped that 
as more people book their appointments 
online some of the issues may then ease.  
This can be done with the Hospital’s 
‘patient hub’ which is linked to the NHS 
app. For more information see https://
www.hampshirehospitals.nhs.uk/
patient-hub .

The current big news of course is 
the Government’s confirmation that 
funding for a new hospital , although 
delayed,  has been confirmed.  Once 
the Trust has notification of what funds 
the Treasury are allocating - one of our 
local MPs has indicated it is in the range 
of £700 to £900M - it can then refine 
the options which will then be put out 
to public consultation.  It is hoped this 
might take place towards the end of the 
year.  Healthcare worldwide is rapidly 
advancing, so we can only benefit from 
having a state of the art new hospital.  
At present two potential sites have been 
identified, the current hospital site and 
a new site adjacent to junction 7 of 
the M3 where it is hoped a Health hub 
would also be created along the lines of 
the science parks which have been so 
successful with many universities.

We all take our health, for much of 
the time,  for granted until something 
goes wrong.  It is then we need services 
such as the Hospital, thus the chance to 
influence the development of the new 
hospital is of vital importance to all of 
us.  So how can we complain later if we 
don’t get the right hospital if we do not 
participate in the public consultation.  
Whilst there will be some negative 
comments on the options, the Trust 
would really appreciate suggestions on 
how the options might be improved.  
It is however hoped that many more 
people engage in the consultation 
than the 268 people who participated 
in the recent hospital governor 
elections which covered a population 
approaching 200,000!  Our governors 
represent patient interests to the 
Hospital management, so this is a vital 
role. Why not become a Trust member 
and get more up to date information 
and help play a part at this critical 
time? To register go to https://www.
hampshirehospitals.nhs.uk/membership 

Keith Bunker 
Former Hospital Governor

Beau’s Blog
Jumping for joy, or even 
better jumping for water. 
I hasten to add this photo was taken by 
the miniatures before the drought took 
over.  My favourite game is catching the 
water from the hose as it snakes back 
and forth in the hands of the operator 
who think it highly amusing to watch 
my efforts. I chase it all over the garden 
as they keep moving it about to change 
were the water falls.  I drink most of it 
and jump to catch it in my mouth.   It 
doesn’t really show up in the picture but 
I am at least two feet off the ground or 
as the youngsters say 60 centimeters!  
This action usually happens after me 
being told that my canine perfume is 

offensive to the Mrs and I need a wash.  
The job of getting me wet enough to 
work up a lather with my shampoo is 
usually difficult as my coat is very thick 
and has its own oils to keep me warm 
and repel water.With my enhanced 
sense of fun I find it difficult to stay still 
long enough for the Mrs to aim it at 
the apprpriate part of my anatomy and 
am usually asked in a very firm voice 
to stand still and stop jumpng around 
while she uses some accuracy to make 
sure I am wet all over.  Rinsing can be 
a problem for her too as I still want to 
chase and catch the water.    

In the lake I can launch myself into the 
water making a huge splash but at home 

I have to make do with the airborn 
variety and become very excited if I 
spot the hose coming out even if it does 
mean I end up shampooed, soft and 
sweet smelling.  The Mrs tells me it’s 
“because I’m worth it”!

http://beauregardsdogblog.blogspot.com

01256 889215  07747 015494
emma@thehaye.co.uk

ADVERTISE HERE 
CALL Emma Foreman

Pamber Green 
David Cullum    2023 Mar Apr May Jun To 12 

Jul.23
Avge Day Max Temp  C  11.4  14.2   18.5   23.7   21.6
Diff from 30-yr avge    C  +2.7  +1.8   +2.8   +4.7   +0.8
Highest Max Temp      C  19.2  18.4   21.0   29.6   27.3
Avge Night Min Temp C   4.6    4.0     7,9   11.6   11.7
Diff from 30-year avge C  +2.7  +0.7   +2.0   +2.9   +1.7
Lowest Min Air Temp  C  -3.1   -2.5     3.4     6.8     8.5
No. Nights with Air Frost 5       5        0       0        0
Night frosts diff from avge     -5    +1      -2       0        0
No.Nights with Grass Frost       6      4       0       0        0
Total Rainfall mm 137.2  66.0   45.7   53.6   37.6
Highest 24-hour Rainfall mm   16.7  14.0   13.0   30.3   31.5
Percent of 30-year avge   220%  124%     81%   107%   176%
No. of days with>1mm rain      21     12        6       3        2
Diff from 30-year avge    +10     +3      -4     -4     ---
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Foremost
Tree Surgeons Ltd 

Private & Domestic Enquiries
Tree Felling, Tree Pruning, Stump Grinding, Tree Thinning, 
Tree Reduction, Landscaping and Fencing

Commercial Enquiries
Site Clearance, Developers, Electricity Board Approved, Council Approved

Other Services
Tree Surveys, Tree Reports, Tree Inspections, Technical Plans Provided, 
Logs and Chipping Supplied

ALL WORK GUARANTEED
FULL EMPLOYERS LIABILITY / £10 MILLION COVER
NCH. ARB & Nptc TRAINED STAFF

Call today on: 01256 814602
Greenacres Nursery, Aldermaston Road, Pamber Green, Tadley, Hants, RG26 3AF

www.foremosttreesurgeons.co.ukinfo@foremosttreesurgeons.co.uk

Licence No: 2063

CALL FOR 

YOUR FREE

ESTIM
ATE

01256 889215  
07747 015494

emma@thehaye.co.uk

ADVERTISE 
HERE 

CALL Emma Foreman

FOR ALL YOUR SWIMMING POOL 
REQUIREMENTS

Design and Build New Liner and 
Concrete Pools
 Renovation and Repair
 Service and Maintenance
 Auto Covers and Cleaners
 Chemicals and Accessories

Harlequin Swimming Pools Ltd

01962 774004

sales@harlequinpools.co.uk
www.harlequinpools.co.uk Reliable, personal service since 1973
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Aldermaston Road, Pamber End, Tadley RG26 5QW

Garden Furniture  Outdoor Living  BBQs 
Birdcare  Plants  Bedding  Seeds  Compost 

Pots  Hanging Baskets  Tools  Fencing
Sheds  Garden Gift Vouchers  Co�ee Shop

Elm Park Garden Centre

www.elmparkgardencentre.co.uk
 Tel 01256 850587

        Like and Share us on Facebook

CALL Emma Foreman  01256 889215  07747 015494  emma@thehaye.co.uk

ADVERTISE HERE 

Prestige & 4x4  |  Finance & PCP Packages  |  Extended Warranty 
GAP Insurance  |  Part Exchange  |  Indoor Showroom   |  FCA Approved

Used Vehicles in Hampshire

Tel: 01256 334363  Email: o�ce@moorelands.com
www.moorelands.com

Will Writing, Estate Planning
& Lasting Powers of Attorney

- A friendly, accessible and quality service

A member of the
Society of Will Writers

Contact: Clare Datta
m: 07810 455 581
t: 01256 896 336

e: claredatta@whitchurchwills.co.uk
w: www.whitchurchwills.co.uk

36 Hillside, Whitchurch, Hampshire, RG28 7SN

ontactt: CCClllare Datta

- NOW OFFERING -
PROBATE SERVICES
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Christmas is a long way off! 
It’s not too soon to think about the Rotary Shoebox Appeal

‘Spread a little happiness this Christmas’

It is surprising but there are still many children who live in poverty and rarely get presents even at 
Christmas.  For many years Rotary’s Shoebox scheme has given a little happiness to some of these 
children, with your help we can spread that happiness even further.  

Get involved!

Christmas is a long way off but for Rotary to plan ahead we need to let you know what can be put in the shoeboxes and you can 
start collecting items. 

One item a week will fill your box. 

Ideas of what you can put in your box are for-  

Playing - ball, skipping rope, small games, cards, dominoes, harmonicas/recorders, cars, small toys, 
cuddly toy  

Washing - soap, toothbrush, flannel, sponge  

Writing - pens, pencils, sharpener, notebook, colouring book, puzzle book

Wearing – hat, gloves, scarf, socks, hair accessories, jewellery  
(Items need to be new or in good/as new condition)    

Please No – liquids, war toys or books, battery operated items, sharp items, broken items, food or sweets, large toys – 
clothes or shoes, nothing religious, political or racial

Collect for either Boys or Girls, ages    1-3,    4-7,    8-11,   12-15.

Get your workplace, church, club, your school, Scout, Cub, Brownie & Guide groups, your children, grandchildren or just 
you involved, start planning now so you can help us make this Christmas special for these children.   

We will ask for a financial contribution for each box for ever increasing transport cost. TBA

  

In 2022 our Rotary District including parts of Hampshire & Dorset, Wessex Rotary,  collected 18,224 shoeboxes of which of 
which Basingstoke Deane Rotary contributed a very credible nearly 600 boxes. 

Please help us this year to increase the number of boxes we send.in 2023

To get your boxes & for more information, check out our facebook  -  @RotaryBasingstokeDeane
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Moth in a Meditative Mode 
On returning 
home on a 
Friday evening, 
I spotted this 
tiny angelic 
alien looking 
creature 
perched on one 
of the wooden 
supports of 

our front porch. I thought it might fly 
away  if I moved closer to it  and so I 
took this picture quickly and it didn’t 
move; on closer inspection, its eyes 
turned towards me. It was still there the 
whole of Saturday, unmoved from the 
position it logged on to the day before. 
After a hard day’s work humans go 
horizontal whereas this little creature, 
which seemed to be in a total relaxation 
mood, stayed vertical defying the laws 
of gravity. 

There are several phrases that crept 
into the English language based on the 

behaviour of moths, the most famous 
being – like a moth to a flame--someone 
apt to be tempted by something that 
would lead to their downfall.

 Shakespeare too didn’t leave it out. 
“Thus hath the candle singd the moath.”

Moths are always attracted towards 
bright light. This bright spark decided 
to face the big light, the sun, happily 
stretched out the whole day facing the 
sun, probably in a meditative mode.

‘Moth eaten appearance of bone’ - is a 
commonly used expression in medicine 
and it refers to the pattern of the 
permeative appearance (radiological) 
seen on x-rays as a result of bone 
destruction caused by multiple myeloma 
especially and in other cancers that 
have spread to bone (named  after  the 
pattern of destruction observed in fabric 
that is eaten by moth larvae - ‘don’t incur 
the wrath of a moth if you are a man of 
the cloth’).  

If you have an inquisitive mind and 
want to know more about moths the 
species name (after looking it up) is: 
Pale Tussock Callitearapudibunda, 
(Linnaeus, 1758)

Or if you want to just appreciate nature 
as it is, I leave you with these simple 
verses many of us were taught in school.

  All things bright and beautiful,

  All creatures great and small,

  All things wise and wonderful, 

  The Lord God made them all.

If you want to go into a relaxation or 
meditative mode, stretch out under 
the big light in a horizontal position 
or adopt a sitting Budha posture; not 
advisable to stay vertical though, like 
our moth in the meditative mode.

Victor Babu

Sherborne St John Tennis Club
While light/weather permits Monday evenings at 7pm members turn up and play.

Tennis drills every Wednesday evening 7-8pm (weather permitting) with Ben Jubin  - an LTA qualified tennis coach –  
just turn up and take part: £8 per person.

Private coaching available on request. Thursday mornings at 9.30am – members social tennis

Annual subscriptions for 2023/2024 as follows:-

Membership application forms can be found on our web site “clubspark.lta.org.uk/sherbornestjohntennisclub”

If you are interested in joining the Tennis Club and have any further queries please do not hesitate to contact  
Paul Saunders 07577557850.

Children’s summer coaching sessions:  
Tuesdays 10 – 11am for 5 – 13yrs
1st, 8th and 15th August 2023
You can register directly for the coaching with Ben on his website:
www.clubspark.lta.org.uk/BenjaminJubinCoaching/Coaching/Junior

Membership For new members 
(includes £5 key) 2023/2024

Family £80.00
Couples £65.00
Singles £50.00

Juniors under 18 £15.50

CONTACT – Helen Ricketts: helen@highpathway.co.uk  OR  Paul Temple: tempaul45@gmail.com

Basingstoke Deane Rotary is a group of 35men & women from a wide variety of backgrounds.  
All live locally in the borough but some commute to work outside Basingstoke. Most joined Rotary to help others  
less fortunate, and they find Basingstoke Deane Rotary adds another extremely enjoyable dimension to their lives. 

If you would like to find out more about how we enjoy ourselves, just tune in to www.rcbd.org.uk   
to see what we have coming up, or contact Helen or Paul  above to find out more. We think you’ll be pleasantly surprised.

Facebook: @RotaryBasingstokeDeane | Twitter: @RBstokeDeane
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01256 688648
 Call Pete to book a FREE survey & quotation

All Seasons
Window Cleaning

Reliably serving the community for over 20 years

Additional services include:
• Driveway cleaning •

• Cladding/signage cleaning •
• Gutter/fascia/soffit cleaning •
• Conservatory roof cleaning •
• Pure water - no chemicals •

Call STEVE on 01256 353727
Email: info@allseasonswindowcleaning.com
Web: www.allseasonswindowcleaning.com
www.facebook.com/allseasonswindowcleaninguk
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Basingstoke Civil Service  
Retirement Fellowship
At the meeting held on 5th July 46 
members and 1 visitor were welcomed 
by the Chairman, David Cowling who 
gave apologies received and congratulated 
those with birthdays this month. Tony 
Brazier, the Secretary, confirmed that 
the July trip to Bournemouth had been 
cancelled due to lack of numbers but that 
the trip to The Kennet & Avon Canal 
is still going ahead in August with all 
the available places taken.  Christine 
Broadbent, the Welfare Officer, gave 
details of the work that she had been 
doing and drew people’s attention to the 
array of information she had for everyone 
to see.

The talk this month 
was by Lucy from 
the Cinnamon Trust 
accompanied by 2 
chocolate labradors, 
Ruby and Rupert, who 

she was fostering at the time.  She went 
on to explain that the Trust was set up in 
1985 by its Chief Executive, Averil Jarvis 
MBE, in order to relieve the anxieties, 
problems and sometime injustices, faced 
by elderly and terminally ill people and 

their pets.  This is the only national 
charity to address this need and has 
21,000 volunteers to assist their work 
along with Virginia McKenna and Sir 
Paul McCartney as patrons.  Practical 
help is given in many ways including 
fostering of pets and dog walking as well 
as having two specialist sanctuaries.

More details at www.cinnamon.org.uk.

Following the Canal 
trip on 10thAugust 
the next one is to 
Petworth House on 
Thursday 14th September followed by a 
Mystery Trip on Thursday 19th October.

Our speaker for 2nd August  is Steve 
Harra with a talk about Sweeny Todd 
titled “Romance, Riches and Retribution” 
and on 6th September we have “The 
Lot of the Auctioneer” with Thomas 
Forrester from Special Auction Services  
at Newbury.

The group meets on the first Wednesday 
of each month at the BrookVale Village 
Hall from 10am to 12 noon and all retired 
Civil Servants, their relatives and friends 
are welcome.  Further details about 
the group and information about our 
meetings and trips can be obtained by 
contacting csrfbasingstoke@gmail.com
David Cowling

The Royal British Legion
BRAMLEY & DISTRICT NEWS

At our July meeting, in the unfortunate 
absence of our planned speaker for 
family reasons, the Chairman gave a 
review of the past year and outlined 
some plans for our autumn meetings.

We resume on Tuesday 12 September 
with a talk on the RBL’s Admiral 
Nursing Service.

These nurses work within the NHS 
mental health teams, having a particular 
knowledge of problems and stresses 
resulting from military service b py 
personnel and dependents. But many 
of same situations arise in civilian daily 
life. If you are looking after someone 
with dementia or similar illnesses you 
will be most welcome.

Tuesday 10 October will be our short 
AGM followed by an illustrated talk 
by Cllr Paul Miller, last year’s Mayor 
of Basingstoke & Deane, reflecting on 
his year in office. He has been a good 
friend of the branch and of the Legion 
in the district

Both these meetings take place at 
Cross House, Bramley, RG26 5DF and 
refreshments are served from 7,30pm.

This year’s POPPY APPEAL launches 
on Saturday 28 October until 
Remembrance Sunday . If you are 
able to give an hour or two to collect 
during this period, please contact our 
Poppy Appeal Organiser Michael Luck 
(Michael_luck@icloud.com) or for 
Sherfield Natalie Larner (01256 880075)

Do join us for coffee and conversation 
at Sherfield Coffee Shop on Wednesdays 
6th September or 4th October- it will be 
lovely to see you!

Finally note the date of our Annual 
Dinner at Sherfield Oaks Golf Club, 
Friday 6 October at 7pm. Tickets will 
be £30, the same as last year, and our 
Guests of Honour are Lt Gen Sir Mark 
Man’s, KCB, OBE, DL and Lady Mans - 
not to be missed!

John Morley

Branch Chairman

revjmorley@talktalk.net

St. Michael’s Hospice Golf Day and 
BBQ – Friday 8 September 2023 – 
Sherfield Oaks Golf Club

St. Michael’s Hospice would like 
to invite all supporters and local 
companies to join their Golf Day, 
competing for the Tim Clayton Cup, 
taking place on Friday 8 September at 
Sherfield Oaks Golf Club. Arrive from 
10am for coffee and bacon rolls, before 
making your way to the Wellington 
Course for a two-tee start from 11am. 
We’ll welcome you back with a 2 course 
BBQ, prize giving and a chance to win 
some fantastic prizes in our auction. 
Enter your team of 4 today to make sure 
you don’t miss out on the chance to win 
the Tim Clayton Cup while raising vital 
funds for your local Hospice. 
Find out more at: 
stmichaelshospice.org.uk/golfday

Moonlight Walk – Glitter and Glow – 
Saturday 30 September 2023 –  
Festival Place

Light up the night at the 2023 Glitter and 
Glow Moonlight Walk for St. Michael’s 
Hospice on Saturday 30 September. Bring 
some sparkle to Basingstoke and put on 
your brightest outfit and glitter and glow 
in the dark accessories to make the town 
glow in memory and celebration of those 
special to you! Sign up for the sponsored 
10k walk to raise vital funds for your 
local Hospice at:  
stmichaelshospice.org.uk/moonlight

Registered Charity No. 1002856

Friday 8 September
Sherfield Oaks Golf Club
Join us for our much-loved corporate golf day at Sherfield Oaks 
Golf Club. This event is a great way to entertain clients or enjoy 
a day out with your friends or colleagues while raising funds for 
your local Hospice! 

Arrival from 10am 
Two-tee start from 11am

Take part as a team of 4 for just £300 and support patients and 
families a ected by life-limiting illness or bereavement.

stmichaelshospice.org.uk/golfday

Day includes one round of 18 holes of golf, extra golf 
competitions, co ee and bacon rolls on arrival, post golf bbq, 
prizes, ra�e and auction. BBQ-only tickets also available online.

Sponsorship available from £100, please contact:
events@stmichaelshospice.org.uk

Sign up!

Charity 
Golf Day & BBQ

The Vyne 
Quoits, pin the tail on the donkey and the sack race are 
just some of the traditional games on offer at The Vyne 
this summer.

Pick up a free trail sheet at visitor reception and follow 
the signs on the map to explore six activities on the 
North Lawn. See what score you can get playing quoits, 
or how low you can get doing the limbo, or race your 
family and friends in the sack race. There’s something for 
everyone. Each trail sheet has a crafty idea on the back to 
make at home.

 

©National Trust Images/Annapurna Mellor
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Hampshire County Councillor report 
– Calleva Division, Summer 2023
1. Cost of living support
Hampshire County Council has 
announced plans for how £14.2million 
of additional funding will be used to 
help local households struggling with 
the cost of food and energy prices. The 
funding is an extension of Government’s 
Household Support Fund (HSF) until 
the end of March 2024. They will 
continue to work closely with other local 
organisations including district and 
borough councils, education settings, 
charities and neighbourhood groups 
to ensure that eligible households 
receive support with food, energy and 
water bills and assistance with essential 
household items. This includes up to 
£200,000 of funding to provide locally-
based food and energy advice services, 
alongside practical help with costs.

The funding allocation includes:

• £800,000 to support the community 
pantry network and £361,000 for 
organisations supporting unpaid carers

• £800,000 in community grants for 
locally based organisations to support 
local residents

• £4,442,870 to district and borough 
councils to provide food vouchers 
and support with exceptional 
housing costs

• £2,845,622 to schools and other 
educational establishments to offer 
support at their own discretion to 
families most in need

• £460,000 in direct fuel support to 
vulnerable adults

• £715,000 in food vouchers to foster 
carers and connected carers

Details of how to seek support can be 
found at the connect4communities 
website https://www.hants.
gov.uk/socialcareandhealth/
childrenandfamilies/
connectforcommunities

2. Greening campaigns
More communities across Hampshire 
can be empowered to take positive action 
on climate change over the next three 
years, thanks to almost £0.5million of 

National Lottery funding awarded to the 
Greening Campaign, with support from 
Hampshire County Council. This could 
include improving the energy efficiency 
of people’s homes, reducing CO2, 
reducing waste, reusing and repairing, 
being more sustainable through locally 
grown produce, and providing green 
spaces for wildlife to thrive. 

The Greening Campaign is a structured 
process, guiding communities to act 
on climate change and biodiversity 
locally. Guidance, based on experience 
gained from working with over 200 
other groups across the UK, provides a 
blueprint for success for each step of the 
way, starting with motivating people in 
the community to get involved, through 
to making it fun and rewarding.

3. Fostering campaign
A new campaign has been launched 
by Hampshire County Council to 
encourage residents to consider 
fostering an unaccompanied asylum-
seeking child, whose numbers are 
increasing locally and nationally. 
Fostering one of these children can 
be extremely rewarding – by being 
a positive and enabling presence to 
support them to access education, 
stability in everyday life and to become 
settled into a new culture and country. 
More information can be found at 
https://www.hants.gov.uk/uasc.

As an alternative to fostering, residents 
can join the Council’s Innovation 
Volunteers service, which supports 
local children, young people and 
families overcome challenges - 
details can be found at https://www.
hants.gov.uk/socialcareandhealth/
childrenandfamilies/
innovationvolunteers

4. New support for buses
Operators of nine bus routes have 
secured funding totaling £3.5m 
from Hampshire County Council, 
protecting their services for the next 
four years. Buses locally are under 
pressure with bus passenger numbers 
locally and nationally still below pre-
pandemic levels. This is making it 

more challenging for the operators to 
deliver viable services, especially when 
coupled with increased operating costs 
and driver shortages. However, the 
Government has extended the £2 bus 
fare cap to the end of October 2023, 
rising to just £2.50 until November 
2024, so this is very much an affordable 
way to travel when services are available.

5. Rural verge cutting
Hampshire Highways have now begun 
their seasonal grass cutting programme. 
This can be an emotive subject to 
many, especially in the nesting season. 
The department work closely with the 
conservation charity, Plantlife UK, 
to ensure that their work promotes 
biodiversity; in particular, they try 
to avoid cutting grass at ecologically 
important times, and particularly 
at sensitive sites. For safety reasons 
however, there are some locations 
where roadside grass still needs to be 
mown in order to maintain adequate 
visibility and sight lines, for example 
on the approaches to roundabouts or 
at junctions. More information can be 
found at https://www.hants.gov.uk/
transport/roadmaintenance/grasscutting

6. Hampshire Minerals and 
Waste Plan consultation
The consultation on the update to the 
Hampshire Minerals and Waste Plan 
closed at the end of January this year. 
The summary report on the responses 
can be seen at https://www.hants.gov.
uk/landplanningandenvironment/
strategic-planning/hampshire-minerals-
waste-plan/minerals-waste-plan-partial-
update-consultation. These responses 
are being considered and the next stage 
is for the Minerals and Waste Authority 
to publish a response.

Cllr Rhydian Vaughan MBE

Fb.com/tellrhydian
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Ladies’ Probus Celebrates  
30th Anniversary           

Founder member Joan Musselwhite, 
seated, newest member Pat Bambury and 
President Jane Leese cut the cake.

Basingstoke Ladies’ Probus Club 
recently enjoyed a celebration of the 
Club’s 30th anniversary, at their monthly 
lunch meeting at Basingstoke College 
of Technology restaurant. A cake, made 
and decorated by Probus member Pam 
Luck, was cut by founder member 
Joan Musselwhite and the club’s newest 
member Pat Bambury. 

President Jane Leese proposed a toast to the 
club and spoke of her hopes for the future 
of the group now that it was recovering 
from the interruption of Covid lockdowns. 

Probus is a club for retired or semi-
retired professional and business 
women. The inaugural meeting was 
held on July 16th, 1993, when Eva Wells 
gathered a group of 11 ladies in her 
home, offering stimulation, interest and 
friendship to retired ladies. It now meets 
once a month for a speaker and lunch 
at BCoT. If you are interested in finding 
out more, contact the secretary by email: 
pam.luck59@gmail.com or phone: 
07890 152846.

PROBUS 43rd AGM           

Dr Jeff Grover (left) receiving the 
president’s chain of office from outgoing 
president, Alex Marianos. 

The 43rd Annual General Meeting of 
the Probus Club of Basingstoke has just 
taken place. All the officers stood down 

although many seek re-election. The 
only essential transfer is the election 
of the president, who, unlike the other 
members of the Executive Committee, 
normally has only one year in post.  The 
custom and practise is that the president 
is elected unopposed, and the vice 
president is the heir presumptive. Other 
committee members keen to serve again 
ensure that there is no loss of expertise 
as the committee is organised on cabinet 
lines with specific portfolios taken on by 
each member.

The Club’s executive committee is a 
prime example of the diversity of the 
working lives of the membership. 
The new president, Dr Jeff Grover, 
was a nuclear safety consultant.  Alex 
Marianos is now the past president and 
lunch steward who was a civil engineer 
who built bridges over the M4.  The 

vice president, Stephen Thair, who 
combines the role with being secretary, 
was a solicitor.  The outings organiser, 
Chris Perkins, was an officer in the RAF.   
David Wickens is the speaker finder and  
was an engineering sales manager.  The 
publicity officer, Paul Flint, had a small 
printing business, while the remaining 
member of the committee, Paul Miller, 
was another RAF officer who has just 
concluded his year of office as the Mayor 
of Basingstoke & Deane.

The Probus Club has been in continuous 
operation since it was founded in 
Basingstoke in 1979 and has had an 
extensive array of members over the 
years with the criteria that they be 
retired and like the name of the club, 
Probus, that they had professional or 
business experience.

North Hampshire Prostate Cancer 
Support Group News           
Few of us in the UK can have any 
understanding of the experience 
of losing absolutely everything you 
and your family own.  However, for 
members of the charity Shelterbox, 
which was set up by Rotary in Helston 
in 2000, with the aim of providing 
emergency disaster relief to people after 
natural and man-made disasters, this is 
a regular observation.

This month’s speaker for the Support 
Group was Catherine Ryan an 
ambassador for the charity, who gave a 
most professional guide to Shelterbox’s 
activities, of providing the five key 
essentials, shelter, warmth, water, food 
and light.

To start, she gave a guide to the 
magnitude of the issues involved, where 
the charity’s current estimate is that 
the world currently has 113 million 
people who are homeless, as a result 
of either natural disasters or war, of 
which 83 million have resulted directly 
from conflict.  They forecast this will 
grow to 167 million by 2040.  However, 
since starting, Shelterbox has helped 2.5 
million people in 98 countries.

Shelterbox has been very careful to 
remain politically neutral, as a result of 

this reputation, it is often one of the very 
first aid charities on the scene following 
a major incident.  Its whole ethos is to 
initially provide shelter and survival 
resources packed tightly in a large 
plastic box. This is then often backed up 
with technical advice, all with the aim 
of helping people to initially survive, 
recover, and then to rebuild, whilst at 
the same time helping them to maintain 
their dignity, with the added aim of 
keeping communities together.

Core to the contents of the box,  which 
on being emptied can be used as a 
table or again to store any reclaimed 
possessions, is the tent.  It is a great 
tribute to the design and construction 
of these tents, that some are still in 
use after 10 years of habitation.  Other 
essentials include a rope, mosquito 
nets, a tarpaulin, two solar powered 
lights which also can be used to charge 
mobile phones, a full kitchen set, water 
carrier (suitable for child use – children 
often being the main collectors of 
water) along with a water filtration unit, 
and of course blankets and sleeping 
mats.  In addition to the standard box, 
Shelterbox also now provide basic tool 
kits which can be used to start to restore 
damaged homes.  These kits include a 

saw, hammer, spade, pick, wire and wire 
cutters, rope and tarpaulins, as well as 
some fixings.

For Shelterbox being able to respond 
rapidly is key.  For example they were 
in place in the Turkish earthquake 
within 72 hours.  It has achieved this 
remarkable success through having 
5 key warehouses each sited close to 
known potential disaster points.  In 
addition, it often uses local Rotary 
members as facilitators, who over the 
years have smoothed the way with local 
authorities and acted as local translators.

Needless to say all of us were deeply 
inspired, not just by the vibrancy of 
Catherine’s presentation, but also 
by the achievements and ongoing 
determination and commitment of this 
most impressive charity.

The North Hampshire Prostate Cancer 
Support Group was set up to help men 
and their partners affected by prostate 
cancer, now the most prevalent form of 
cancer in the UK. If you are affected or 
you know someone affected please feel 
free to contact us:
Website: www.nhpcsg.org.uk 
email: info@nhpcsg.org.uk 
tel: 07377 430242

Local Freemasons Contribute to the 
Pelican Cancer Foundation

Daphne Robertson, Chief Executive of 
the Pelican Cancer Foundation, receiving 
the cheque from Worshipful Master, 
Peter Foster, with Jane Staff, Pelican’s 
Fund Raising officer, together with 
Warren Snook and John Johnstone of the 
Elvetham Lodge. 

Basingstoke is home to one of the 
world’s “centre of excellence” for sharing 
lifesaving, life-enhancing knowledge 

and skills with cancer 
specialists.  Known as the 
Pelican Cancer Foundation 
(PElvic  & Liver CANcers), 
it is based in the purpose-
built education and 
conference centre, The 
Ark, which is positioned 
at the rear of the North 
Hampshire hospital.

Since 2001 more than 
8,000 clinicians have 
attended Pelican training 
courses and meetingsand, 

in the process, set national standards 
for cancer diagnosis and treatment. It 
is possible with video technology to 
conduct live surgery to groups of up to 
240 delegates.

With no government funding the 
Pelican Cancer Foundation has 
considerable reliance on voluntary 
contributions and the Elvetham 
Masonic Lodge donated £1,000 towards 

its general fund.  Such a donation will 
cover the costs of a full day of intensive 
training for two surgeons.  This was part 
of a programme of charitable giving by 
the Lodge this Spring totalling more 
than £5,000 made to local causes.

As the local name suggests, the 
Elvetham Lodge was founded 103 years 
ago based on the outskirts of Hartley 
Wintney remaining in the village until 
it moved in 1993 to join other Lodges 
based in the Masonic Centre in Victoria 
Street, Basingstoke. Today members 
live in and around Basingstoke which 
ensures that the Lodge maintains a close 
association with local groups.

These days, Freemasons in the UK are 
recognised as major contributors to 
worthy causes. In Hampshire around £1 
million per year is granted while across 
England it equates to around £58,000 
per day.   All the money comes from 
their own resources as they never have 
street collections.
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Basingstoke Window
Cleaning Services

We use a pure water, reach and wash
system which allows us to clean even

the most di
  cult windows

For a free no obligation quotation,
please give us a call 

We also o� er the following services:

 on 
 Simon 
 Dan

Here for you
when you need us...

amongerfuneraldirectors.co.uk

• 24 hour service
• Free bereavement advice and support
• Pre-paid inflation proof funeral plans
• Wide choice of memorials for burials 

Basingstoke
The Old Forge, Sherborne St John, RG24 9LE
01256 851124

July on the Allotment
Not so much silver bells and cockle shells …..  but salads, flowers, and lots of veg!!!!



2928

A Family Friendly Fun and Educational event.
11am-5pm 

There will be a continuation of the Educational Centre and a few stallholders on 
Sunday 20 August, but the main event will be on Saturday 19 August.

Charles Butler Bee Fayre Celebrations
Wootton St Lawrence Church and Meadows [RG23 8PE] 

Saturday 19th August 2023

Women’s Fellowship

The July meeting was the Summer 
outing, a very wet day to Exbury 
Gardens, with a stop at Lepe just a few 
miles away.  We were fortunate to have 
the rainfall whilst on the coach, both on 
outward and homeword journeys.

Exbury Gardens, near Beaulieu in the 
New Forest, is a lovely destination 
and although the rhododendruns and 
azaleas were long gone, the gardens were 
beautifully kept with many footpaths 
and of course the steam train.  A great 
day was had by all.

The Story Behind the The 
English Dictionary 
A dictionary is a book that we all have 
in some form, our speaker, Susan 
Purcell said - so we can check a spelling 
or meaning or play Scrabble.  Fascinated 
by words, Susan worked for Puzzler 
Magazine for 20 years setting clues and 
quiz questions. 

The first Latin to English glossary was 
compiled by Robert Cawdrey, and 
dates from 1604 and exists in only one 
copy.  It had 2,500 definitions, included 
new words and was in alpha-betical 
form.  Any dictionary reflects society 
and needs a literate market. For many 
years English was the third language 
in the country, after Norman French 
and Latin and spoken to servants and 
animals.  By the 18th century English 
had come up in the world, change 
was rapid and Chaucer was no longer 
understood.  The model was the English 
of Swift and Defoe. France and Italy 
set up Academies in the 17th century 
to police and protect their languages 
and standardise spellings.  England 
never did this but booksellers and Fleet 
Street saw the need to fix the spelling of  
ordinary words.  

Samuel Johnson was born in Lichfield 
in 1709 and became a bookseller 
like his father.  Both men were bad 
businessmen.  Forced to leave Oxford 
University because he could not afford 
the fees he moved to London where he 
worked in what he called “Grub Street”, 
writing in the Rambler and for Hansard.  
In 1747 he started work on a dictionary.  
Assistants found him   quotations to 
fix and ascertain english words.  He 
did not give his own opinions but used      

examples from good authors and 
determined things by usage, accepting 
that knowledge changes over time and 
cannot be predicted.  The dictionary 
was published in 1755 in two volumes 
of some 40,000 words and Johnson 
became famous.  

By the middle of the 19th century 
society had changed enormously and 
many new sciences had appeared.  In 
1878 James Murray was asked by the 
Oxford University Press to edit a new 
dictionary.  It was expected to be four 
volumes and take 10 years, mainly as an 
evening job. After 5 years he was given 
staff and an office and much use was 
made of volunteers, the public sending 
in slips of paper with words, sources 
and  usage.   It eventually comprised 12 
volumes and was finally published in 
1928!   By 1968 the OED had grown to 20 
volumes.  Once in the dictionary, words 
always remain.  English has never had an 
Academy and there is no one authority.  
Both Chambers and Collins publish 
general usage dictionaries and Su-san 
thought Chambers had more humorous 
definitions, such as `an eclair - long in 
shape, short in duration`, following in 
Johnson’s tradition - his definition of a 
lexicographer  - “a harmless drudge, a 
solitary occupation”.!

Susan was thanked for her very 
interesting talk by Julie Crawley.

Photos taken by Jenny Cooke

01256 889215  07747 015494
emma@thehaye.co.uk

ADVERTISE HERE 
CALL Emma Foreman

ADVERTISE  
HERE 

CALL Emma Foreman

01256 889215  
07747 015494
emma@thehaye.co.uk



30 31

PROFESSIONAL FOOT CARE IN THE 
COMFORT OF YOUR OWN HOME Fay 
Curtis (MCFHP. MAFHP) fully qualified Foot 
Health Practitioner offers a range of foot services 
including: Toenail cutting, Nail condition 
treatments, Corn removal, Callus reduction, Dry 
and cracked heel remedies, Verruca treatment 
and Diabetic foot care.  To book an appointment 
call Fay on 07780 664410

BEAUTY THERAPIST  Based in my 
professional, relaxing home based salon 
in Pamber Heath.  Treatments offered - 
Gelish Nails, Pedicures, Waxing, Eve Taylor 
Aromatherapy Facials, Lash Lift, Massage, Indian 
Head Massage and Reflexology.  Strict hygiene 
/ cleaning and COVID safe procedures in place.  
Please call or text Amey on 07729421869

THE BASINGSTOKE ARTISAN 
HANDYMAN  Local, trustworthy and reliable. 
A skilled Handyman who can also add a bespoke 
flavour to your projects. Any size job considered, 
quick and simple to complex.  
www.thebartyman.co.uk  07827 216806

JON’S GARDENING & HANDYMAN 
SERVICES  Regular garden maintenance & one 
off jobs. Fencing, Hedges, Pruning, General tidy 
ups and home maintenance. For sensible rates 
and a friendly service please call 07488 347493.

Small Ads
Enquiries and items for inclusion please contact Emma Foreman on 01256 889215/07747 015494  
or emma@thehaye.co.uk
- The advertising rate is £4 per month or £6 for a box entry. Cheques to be made payment to ‘The Villager’. 
-  Payment for advertisements must be received in advance and are limited to 10 lines of type. 
- For information on annual block advertisements please contact Emma Foreman

TSI COMMERCIAL & DOMESTIC BUILDING 
MAINTENANCE. Electrical. Plumbing. 
Capentry or Decorationg. For a quotation, please 
phone 01256 780460 or 07989 940210.

PILLS ARE NOT THE ONLY ANSWER 
Hypnotherapy can bring rapid relief from 
depression and other emotional problems. Local 
practitioner, qualified with 14 years experience. 
Will give free initial consultation. Phone Derek 
Joseph on 01256 850653

DRUM TUITION. Professional musician with 
over 24 years experience. Teaching all aspects of 
drumming from counting, reading, playing to 
tracks, and technique etc. All ages and abilities 
welcome from total beginners to advanced. For 
more info please contact John Lezana on 07947 
728 686  www.johnlezana.com

PRIVATE TUITION IN FRENCH AND 
GERMAN with qualified, experienced, CRB 
checked teachers. All ages and stages, including 
preparation for examinations (CE, GCSE, 
IB, A-level etc.), adult conversation and 
primary/nursery language clubs Daytime 
or evenings, at home, work or school. Call 
Samantha Cruickshank (Language 
Services Specialists) on: 07944 820284 or 
email: scruickshanktutor@yahoo.co.uk

ABLE GARDEN SERVICES Grass and hedge 
cutting, fencing, turfing, patios, planting, tree 
work, gravel drives etc. Please call  
Eddie on 01189 700765 (Pamber Heath) or 
07904 440468

HOUSE CLEANING BY MARIA Reliable and 
affordable services. Experienced, easy going local 
lady, who checks every corner. Ironing services 
also available. References available upon request. 
Email: mariacleaning@live.co.uk,  
tel. 07933316989

BOOKKEEPING SERVICES  River K Solutions 
Ltd, for all your bookkeeping needs. Please 
contact us on 07402173137 for free initial 
consultation or check our website  
www.riverksolutions.co.uk

LARGE 3 BEDROOM TOP FLOOR 
DUPLEX APARTMENT IN THE HEART OF 
CARCASSONNE. In a tree lined square, around 
the corner from all the restaurants, patisseries 
and shops in the old town, on the 3rd and 4th 
floor of a 19th Century building, our apartment 
looks out at the restored UNESCO site of the 
Medieval Cité.   5* Trip Advisor sleeps 6. Phone: 
01256 850058 for more details.

REGISTERED CHILDMINDER based in 
Sherborne St John will have full/part time 
spaces available from July.  Also collecting from 
Sherborne St John school in September.  For 
more information call: 01256 851249

HOME & OFFICE MAINTENANCE 
SERVICES All types of installation and 
maintenance works including electrical, 
plumbing, IT networks, access/security/alarm/ 
attendance systems, carpentry and decorating. 
Cleaning services, secure disposal of office 
document waste. Please call Adam on  
07511 495052. Visa, Master Card, Amex.

LOCAL FOOT HEALTH PRACTITIONER, 
Visiting Practice, Nail Cutting, Callus Removal, 
Corn Removal and other treatments. Contact 
Lynne on 07767 059406

CHEEKY PAWS AND CLAWS Established, 
experienced dog walker. Home visits for all pets.  
Pet sitting. Equestrian/hoofed animals. Fully 
insured. 20 years as a zoo keeper. 
http:/www.facebook.com/cheeky.paws.claws 
email:  kbeeson1@btinternet.com 
07752 414821 (text only)

To book a classified advert for the Villager, 
register with this website. Then search 
for The Villager using any of the searches 
allowed. There is no online payment – 
you can pay by cheque at the end of the 
booking process as normal. Once monies 
are received you will be able to access 
receipts and check your booking history 
from this site.

ONLINE BOOKINGS
All classified adverts can now be 
booked on the website:  
www.fromthesmallestseed.co.uk

PLEASE NOTIFY THE EDITOR OF ANY ALTERATIONS OR CHANGES TO THIS LIST.
THIS IS THE ONLY WAY OF ENSURING THAT THE DETAILS ARE CORRECT

CHURCH OF ENGLAND (Admin) Sam Reeves     pa.swppcc@gmail.com 07897 562134
ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH The Presbytery, Popley Way, Basingstoke 819722
BASINGSTOKE COMMUNITY CHURCH Sarum Hill Centre, Basingstoke  316000
CLERKS TO PARISH COUNCILS
 SSJ             clerk@sherbornestjohn-pc.gov.uk 07714 770940
 MS            Mrs Cally Morris  clerk@monksherborne-pc.gov.uk 07721 076186
 Pamber     Chris Gunnell clerk@pamber-pc.gov.uk 07942 63721

BOROUGH COUNCILLOR for SSJ David McIntyre Cllr.David.McIntyre@basingstoke.gov.uk
BOROUGH COUNCILLOR for Pamber Kerri Carruthers    07824 797912
    Cllr.kerri.carruthers@basingstoke.gov.uk
BASINGSTOKE & DEANE BOROUGH COUNCIL Civic Offices, London Road, Basingstoke 844844
HAMPSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL The Castle, Winchester 01962 841841
HAMPSHIRE POLICE  Non-emergency 101 or 01962 841534
   www.hampshire.police.uk/ro/report/ocr/af/how-to-report-a-crime
NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH ted_wilkinson@btinternet.com                                   01256 850891
NEAREST JOB CENTRE  https://www.jobcentrejobs.co.uk

LOCAL GROUPS
WOMEN’S FELLOWSHIP Mrs Loraine Brown, (Secretary) 01256 590359
RAINBOWS   Caroline Givan: caroline.givan@gmail.com
BROWNIES   TramayneHenwood - ssjbrownies@outlook.com 422083 
GUIDES   Sam Hazlewood - ssjguides@yahoo.com 880132
CUBS   Ms Trish Field 01420 544904
Little Acorns, Bumps/Babes/Toddlers in SSJ Mrs Liz Gwynn 07770 373282
SSJ SOCIAL CLUB   850303
SSJ HISTORY SOCIETY  Mrs Jean Linford 850264
TENNIS CLUB  Paul & Maria Saunders 850430
SSJ RETIREMENT COFFEE MORNING Mrs Margaret Cramer 850390
SUMMIT JUDO CLUB  Mr Len Dunce 07860 435 831
   or Mr Paul Hamilton 07917 005862
YOGA in SSJ Village Hall Mrs Jacqui Morris 881336
SHORT MAT INDOORS BOWLS CLUB Mr Les Bone 850973
FOOTBALL CLUB  Mr Terry Buller       tel.buller@gmail.com 07584 169241
PICCOLO PRE-SCHOOL NURSERY Claudia or Jane        info@piccolopsn.com 07528 726248 
                                      www.piccolopsn.com 
THE VYNE HOUSE (National Trust) Mr Stuart Maughan 01256 883858
SCOTTISH COUNTRY DANCING Mrs J. Hughes          email: tadleysd@gmail.com

VENUE BOOKINGS: 
St Stephen’s Hall  Doreen Quilter 07854280343
MS Village Hall Natasha Chappell enquiries@monksherbornevillagehall.org.uk 01256 851373
SSJ Village Hall Shawna Campbell ssjhallbookings@yahoo.com 07726 308431 
The Chute Pavilion Terry Buller tel.buller@gmail.com 07584 169241

HEALTH CARE
NORTH HANTS HOSPITALS NHS TRUST  473202
HANTSDOC   01189 365592
BRAMBLYS GRANGE   467778
CHINEHAM SURGERY   479244
CROWN HEIGHTS MEDICAL CENTRE  329021
CLIFT SURGERY, BRAMLEY  881228
HOLMWOOD, TADLEY  01189 814166
ROOKSDOWN SURGERY  399710
MORELAND SURGERY   0118 9816661

EDUCATION
THE PRIORY PRIMARY ACADEMY TRUST Mr Matt Walsh  (Head teacher) 850062
SSJ PRIMARY SCHOOL  Ms Sarah Jolliffe  (Head teacher) 850180
ST BEDE’S RC PRIMARY SCHOOL Mr Jamie Carroll 473379

PUBLIC SERVICES
CITIZENS ADVICE BUREAU  0808 2787829
BRITISH RAIL NATIONAL ENQUIRIES  0345 484950
BUS STATION (STAGECOACH)  0871 121 0190
LIBRARIES   Basingstoke Town Centre 473901
   Chineham Library 465643
   Tadley Library 0300 555 1387
DIAL-A-RIDE  Monday-Friday 8.30-12.00 am and 2.00-4.15 pm  01256 462101

If we have omitted any organisations, and/or their contact details, we apologise and would welcome any information to keep 
this list up to date and relevant
Aug 2023 Julie Crawley villagermagazine@gmail.com 01256 851003

Contacts
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