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What a weekend it was – fit for a King you might say!

In the Parish of Sherbornes with Pamber a great number of 
individuals and teams went to a lot of trouble to organise 
various events and activities  to celebrate the historic occasion.

In Sherborne St John on Saturday there was open house at 
the SSJ Social Club with bacon rolls while you watched  the 
Coronation on the TV followed by a visit from the Mayor  
and Mayoress, and then the SSJ Majesties. The king even 
played a game of skittles! In the evening  there was a Sinatra 
tribute singer.

The village hall team, led by Shawna Campbell  and Paul Temple, had decorated the 
village hall superbly and on Sunday morning the church held a service in the hall.   
In the beautiful sunshine many villagers spent the afternoon enjoying their picnics 
on the village green while listening to live music provided by the excellent Janitors 

There were cream teas available, 
donated by the church, and were 
organised by Jenny Cooke and Pippa 
Aslet and their team. Later on their 
SSJ Majesties made an appearance and 
handed out coronation mugs to any 
children under 18 years old who live 
in the village. If your children did not 

receive their mug please contact Paul Temple at tempaul45@gmail.com in the hope 
there may be some still available.

In Monk Sherborne there was a hog roast at the Olive Tree 
on Saturday and then the Big Lunch in the village hall on the 
Sunday. Both events were thoroughly enjoyed by all those  
who attended. 
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As I write this, we are amid the 
celebrations of the coronation of King 
Charles and Queen Camilla. Irrespective 
of political views, the coronation has 
been a moment in history; a time when 
millions of people tuned in to watch 
and listen; a time of partying and 
communities coming together.

Perhaps too, the coronation of a new 
king and queen, invokes and reinforces 
within us a sense of identity and 
belonging. I identify as British and 
belonging to the United Kingdom. 
People around the world identify with 
and belong to their home nation. Our 
passports are tangible proof of our 
identities. I therefore identify with the 
new king and queen as the head of the 
kingdom I belong to. 

At its heart, the coronation ceremony 
was very much a Christian one, with 
many of the same words being used as 
they have been over the centuries as 
past kings and queens were crowned. 

King Charles made vows to God and 
proclaimed himself as one who comes to 
serve and not to be served.

These echo the words of Christ as 
recorded in Mark’s Gospel when he 
said, “the Son of Man did not come to be 
served, but to serve and to give his life as 
a ransom for many.” *

At the beginning of Mark’s Gospel, Jesus 
also talked of a kingdom. He said,  
“The time has come. The kingdom of God 
has come near. Repent and believe the 
good news!”**

The Kingdom of God (also referred to 
elsewhere as the Kingdom of Heaven) is 
a central theme in the Gospels and New 
Testament letters. From these writings 
we can glimpse its glory and know its 
characteristics. 

They make clear that the Kingdom of 
God is open to all people of all nations.    
Membership cannot be earned, bought, 
or be born into but can only be accessed 
through personal faith in its King – 
Jesus – and a belief that he died and 

rose again to deal with our sin and to 
conquer death. It is therefore a Kingdom 
which has no end, and the promise 
of God is that all those who enter the 
Kingdom will one day be with Jesus in 
Glory forever.

This means that all Christians who 
truly believe in Jesus Christ as their 
saviour, are members of the Kingdom of 
God right now.   Jesus has promised to 
return one day and to take us to be with 
Him forever. It gives us a kind of dual 
nationality and our allegiance is to both 
God and King.

So, along with Christians everywhere, 
I pray that King Charles and Queen 
Camilla will enjoy a happy, prosperous, 
and peaceful reign. I pray too that 
many will come to know our King of 
Kings, Jesus Christ, and accept him as 
the king of their hearts and follow him, 
alongside millions of others, to inherit 
the Kingdom of God.

*Mark 10 v 45

** Mark 1 v 15

Steve Howe 
Chairman of PCC

Sherbornes with Pamber
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Sunday Mass will be celebrated at the Church of St Bede, Popley at the following times:  9.00am  11.00am  6.30pm

Weekday Mass	

Tuesday	 Church of St Bede, Popley	 9.30am *
Wednesday	 HG Church, Basingstoke	 9.30am *
Thursday	 Church of St Bede, Popley	 9.30am *
Friday	 HG Church, Basingstoke	 9.30am *
Saturday	 Church of St Bede, Popley	 9.30am *                                                    * Time & Venue could vary

Roman Catholic Services (Tel: 819772)

Services for June/July 2023

MIDWEEK
Home Groups meet in the week of Monday 12th & 26th June & 10th July

Central Prayer Meeting – Second Saturday at 8.30am – 10th June & 8th July
Little Acorns – Wednesday’s at 10am-11.30am at SSJ village hall, term time only
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St Andrew’s  Sherborne St John           All Saints Monk Sherborne           The Priory  Pamber End

www.sherborneswithpamber.org       fb: facebook.com/sherborneswithpamber

Services for June/July 2023
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The Services at St Andrew’s are live streamed on our YouTube channel and are available to watch afterwards. 
Visit https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCBbHQM4CvpnnPsSGuuglR_w or the link on our website under the Resources Menu.

Sunday Club: 
For children from School year R and upwards will meet during the service. 

For more information please contact Caroline Elphick on 01256 851384
Creche – there are a few toys available for use in the Bell Tower, but this will be unsupervised.

As we are now in a period of vacancy for the position of Rector of the parish, we may have some preachers yet to be confirmed. 
Please check our website or register for our weekly newsletter for up-to-date information.

04 June
10am
Preacher’s choice TBC

All-Age Morning Worship St Andrew’s

11 June
10am
Esther: Living in a hostile world
10am
As above

Morning Worship
Esther 3:1-4:8
Morning WorshipAll Saints’

St Andrew’s
Bret Rohloff

Andy Spence

18 June
10am
Esther: All seems lost

Morning Worship
Esther 4:9-5:14

St Andrew’s
Andy Spence

25 June
10am
Esther: The tables are turned 
10am
As above

Morning Worship
Esther 6 & 7
Morning Worship

St Andrew’s
Andy Spence

Pamber Priory
Steve Howe

02 July
10am
Esther: Revoking the irrevocable 

Morning Worship
Esther 8

St Andrew’s
Steve Howe    

09 July
10am
Esther: Days of deliverance
10am
As above

Morning Worship
Esther 9 & 10
Morning Worship

St Andrew’s
Bret Rohloff

All Saints’
Andy Spence

16 July
10am
Preacher’s choice

The Lord’s Supper St Andrew’s
Revd Rob Philips

23 July
10am
Miracles of Jesus: Healing of a blind man

All-Age Morning Worship 
Mark 8:22-30

St Andrew’s
Andy Spence

30 July
10am
Miracles of Jesus: Miraculous catch of fish

All-Age Morning Worship 
Luke 5:1-11

St Andrew’s
Pippa Aslet
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Spare a thought for your neighbour
Winter is over. The hedgerows are 
turning green heralding the awakening 
of “the Gardener”. Throughout the land 
can be heard the coughs and throbs of 
distant mowers warming up to tend 
the overgrown lawns,muchas a Turkish 
barber wrestles with an unruly beard. 
The whine of strimmersadd a chorus 
line as they hover over andshave the 
edges into shape and sharpness. Add 
the clip clip clip ofshearsand the odd 
buzz of a chainsaw and there you have 
it,agardenercompetingwith the songs of 
nature. Thesound of summer. 

We all enjoy a well tended garden. Its 
good for our wellbeing and mental 
health as well as being a great form 
of exercise. But it does being with it a 
problem ,”Green Waste”… and what to 
do with it. 

Composting and Mulching are the first 
thoughts that spring to mind. This is 
by far the best way to deal with the 
clippings as it returns nutrients back 
to the soil and feeds the new growth 
of our plants. But not all of us have 
the space or equipment to undertake 
this option. You could use the facilities 
provided by BDBC, waste collection 
sites or collection bins,but at a cost, the 
least preferred option is to burn the 
waste. Although not illegal, this option 
is not without its problems. Fires should 
not be left unattended, green waste is 
not easy to burn and creates clouds of 
smoke which is not pleasantfor you or 
your neighbours. Sparks and burning 
embers can be carried by the wind and 
breeze with the potential to start other 
fires…do you have a garden shed or a 

thatched roof? There are a few in the 
area! So please have a thought for others 
before you strike that match.

Finally, Grass cuttings…, not the best 
for composting. They don’t breakdown 
easily and become hot when heaped 
in piles, thefermenting smells, but 
pleases, please don’t dispose of you 
cuttings in the verge or in the field 
behind your house. It is not good for the 
environment and can even kill livestock. 
Sheep can overgraze on piles which then 
expands in their stomachs causing a 
painful death.

Oh, and by the way, disposing of garden 
waste on the verge or in a field is  
Fly-Tipping and could land you with a 
fine of £250 or more. 

Found on the BDBC website

I’ve put my grass cuttings in the 
woods, that can’t be fly-tipping can it?

Yes this is fly-tipping. Grass cuttings 
are waste just like any other garden 
waste. Open composting green waste 
will harm the natural habitat and 
flora, and create easy nesting spots 
for pests like rats. Use your own 
composting bin, take yourgarden 
waste to the household waste and 
recycling centre, or subscribe to our 
garden waste collection service.

BDBC give the following advice

Before you have a bonfire please 
consider:

•	 The effect on neighbours - 
Bonfires can be very irritating to 
neighbours. Smoke can prevent 
your neighbours enjoying their 
gardens, opening windows 
or hanging out washing. It 
also reduces visibility in the 
neighbourhood and on roads.

Air pollution and health effects - 
Bonfires cause air pollution and 
can give rise to harmful pollutants 
which can adversely affect those with 
chronic health conditions such as 
asthma, bronchitis, heart problems 
and children.

Safety - Remember, bonfires can be 
dangerous. Fire can spread to fences 
or buildings and scorch trees and 
plants. Exploding bottles and cans 
are a hazard when rubbish is burned.

What does the law say?

There aren’t any laws to prohibit 
bonfires or restrictions around the 
time of the day one can be lit. The 
occasional bonfire or barbecue 
should not cause a major problem.

BDBC have produced a leaflet 
regarding Bonfires, visit;https://
www.basingstoke.gov.uk/content/
doclib/552.pdf

Happy Gardening!

Pamber Parish Council
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A School Community for You -  
The Priory Primary School
The Priory Primary School is an academy in a beautiful rural setting in Pamber End. 

If you are interested in your children attending the school, or in hiring our school facilities at a very competitive rate, please 
contact us on: Tel: 01256 850062  |  Email: Office@priory.hants.sch.uk  |  Website: https://theprioryprimaryschool.org.uk

Monk Sherborne Parish Council

Parish Council AGM
On Wednesday 3rd of May we held 
our Annual General Meeting to a bit of 
disappointing turn out. Cllr Peter Boyle 
was confirmed as the Chairman of the 
Council for the coming year and  
Cllr Aaron Minter was elected as his 
Vice Chairman.

All Councillors agreed to maintain their 
portfolios for a further year.

We still have two vacancies on the 
council and urge anyone with an interest 
in their community to come forward.

Village Play Area
The Village Play Area continues to be 
a major topic and much activity to 
find grants to completely refurbish the 
complete area, unfortunately following 
an appeal we have been turned down for 
funding by the National Lottery.  
So, we need find other sources of grants 
to go after. Cllr Boyle reported that he 
had found on source but at this stage 
there was no commitment on the level 
of funding.

Thanks, in the main to finding some 
smaller grants from both County and 
Borough Councillor funds, for which we 
are very grateful, when combined with 
the £800 donation from the Village Hall, 
following last year’s Fete, has resulted in 
the Climbing ‘A’ Frame being replaced.

Highways
The state of the roads in the Parish was 
subject of extended discussion at the 
meeting and we have reported the issues 
around potholes many times to the 
Highways team at Hampshire County 
Council to no avail, despite being a 
Parish Council, we are still treated as 
just one voice. Therefore, we urge all of 
you that have an issue with the number 
of potholes, to log on to the Hampshire 
County Council website and report them. 
It only takes a few minutes to lodge your 
report. By getting more voices we may 
finally get something done.

Coronation Big Lunch
Following the Coronation of King 
Charles III on the 6th of May, Monk 
Sherborne hosted a Big Lunch at the 
Village Hall and Play Area on Sunday 
7th May, with colouring competitions 
for children, cake decorating for both 
children and adults.

People gathered from far and wide, 
including one villager’s brother 
travelling all the way from Arizona to 
witness the Coronation, after travelling 

so far, he was asked to judge a couple  
of the competitions. The turn out was  
so good it led to the comment from  
one person, that they had met so  
many new people from the village, 
thanks to the weather it turned out to  
be a great success.

We would also like to thank our new 
Mayor, Cllr David Leeks for taking the 
time out of his busy schedule to spend 
time with us on the day.

We would also like to thank Basingstoke 
and Deane Borough Council for their 
grant towards the cost of the event 
and we have decided that most of 
the funds will be spent on creating a 
Coronation area of the Play Area by 
replicating what we did last year for the 
Jubilee, by installing a new bench along 
with two new flowering trees and a 
commemorative plaque.

Paul Cave
Parish Councillor
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WHAT CHORES  
CLEANING & IRONING SERVICE  

For a cleaner Future 

Fixed Price Cleaning - CRB & Insured 
Products & Equipment Supplied 

 

Carpet & Upholstery Cleaning – End Tenancy  
Spring Cleans – One Off Clean 

Tel: 07954794817     
Tel: (01256) 412369 

www.whatchorescleaning.co.uk  
 

CALL US 01256 358 940
www.bobberryfencing.co.uk

Over 35 years experience in all types of domestic, 
commercial  and  industrial  fencing based in Sherborne St John

FREE estimates and advice with no obligation  and 
good quality workmanship are GUARANTEED

WHAT CHORES  
CLEANING & IRONING SERVICE  

For a cleaner Future 
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Notify Claiming Dates to Lindsay Berry on lindsayberry0@gmail.com or message on 07775 800955

Claiming Dates

Sherborne St John Social Club – Family Fun Event - Book tickets
Sherborne St John Social Club – Race Night - Book tickets
Retirement Coffee Morning, Sherborne St John Village Hall
Women’s Fellowship, SSJ Village Hall, Speaker “The Story Behind the English Dictionary”
Sherborne St John Social Club – Freddy Mercury Tribute - Book tickets
Retirement Coffee Morning, Sherborne St John Village Hall
Basingstoke Festival – until Sunday 9th July. See publicity around the town
Sherborne St John Social Club – Family Fun Event, Mr Mayhem & Tamtastic - Book tickets
Sherborne St John Social Club – Double Tribute Night, Amy Winehouse & Cher - Book tickets

3
3
5
6
17
19
23
24
24

June 2023

4.00pm
7.30pm

9.30am-11.30am
2.00pm
7.30pm

9.30am-11.30am

4.00pm – 6.00pm
7.30pm

St Michael’s Hospice - Sunflower Celebration, St. Michael’s Hospice - stmichaelshospice.org.uk
Retirement Coffee Morning, Sherborne St John Village Hall
Women’s Fellowship – OUTING
The Vyne Musical Festival
Sherborne St John Social Club – Rock Band, The Darker my Horizon
Retirement Coffee Morning, Sherborne St John Village Hall
Sherborne St John Social Club – Beer Festival
Sherborne St John Social Club – Carbon Copy Band
The Vyne Outdoor Theatre, gates open 5.45pm
The Vyne Outdoor Cinema – Elvis, Gates open 8.00pm
The Vyne Outdoor Cinema – Dirty Dancing, gates open 8.00pm
The Vyne Outdoor Cinema – Top Gun, gates open 8.00pm
Retirement Coffee Morning, Sherborne St John Village Hall

2
3
4
7,8,9
15
17
22
22
22
28
29
30
31

July 2023

10.00am-12.00

7.00pm-10.00pm
7.30pm

10.00am-12.00
2.00pm
7.30pm

7.00pm-9.00pm
9.30pm-12.09am
9.30pm-11.10pm
9.30pm-11.20pm

10.00am-12.00

Women’s Fellowship, SSJ Village Hall, Speaker “Sugar and Spice And All Things Nice”
The Vyne Outdoor Theatre – Romeo and Juliet, gates open 5.45pm
Retirement Coffee Morning, Sherborne St John Village Hall
Retirement Coffee Morning, Sherborne St John Village Hall

1
5
14
28

August 2023

2.00pm
7.00pm-9.45pm
10.00am-12.00
10.00am-12.00

Women’s Fellowship, SSJ Village Hall, Speaker “The Am Dram Tart” + Harvest Tea
St Michael’s Hospice – SMH Golf Day, Sherfield Oaks Golf Club - stmichaelshospice.org.uk
Retirement Coffee Morning, Sherborne St John Village Hall
Retirement Coffee Morning, Sherborne St John Village Hall
St Michael’s Hospice – Moonlight Walk, Festival Place - stmichaelshospice.org.uk

5
8
11
25
30

September 2023

2.00pm

10.00am – 12.00
10.00am-12.00

Women’s Fellowship, “The Experimental Housekeeping of Jane Austen’s Friend Martha Lloyd”
Retirement Coffee Morning, Sherborne St John Village Hall
Retirement Coffee Morning, Sherborne St John Village Hall

3
9
23

October 2023

2.00pm
10.00am-12.00
10.00am-12.00
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News from the Pambers  
and Little London
I think most people were blown away  
by the pomp and smooth-running of  
the Coronation and the good folk of 
Beach’s Crescent have enabled me to 
share with you some photos of the day.   
Thank you, Judith!  

It is so lovely to walk, drive or ride 
through the villages at the moment and 
take in all the beautiful blossom and 
spring flowers. Gosh - what a fantastic 
array of tulips there is to be seen these 
days. Gone are the days of the simple  
lines of the classic tulip: they now 
come frilled, flute-shaped and - my 
current favourite – multi-layered and 
resembling a peony. But I still love the 
classic shape too.

On a more sombre note, a reader has 
spoken to me of consternation that the 
nature of our rural dwelling is once 
again being threatened. David Cullum 
tells me that residents of Skates Lane 
are “extremely disturbed about the 
proposed development “of 300 houses 
in the north of the parish, which David 
feels is an inordinately high number. 

I have contacted one of our Parish 
Councillors and he tells me that Bewley 
Homes has expressed an interest in 
the area but has not, as yet, applied for 
planning permission. There is therefore 
nothing to consider at the moment.  
There may well be a presentation to the 
Pamber PC, but once again no definite 
information is currently available so 
readers should keep a keen eye out 
for developments. The next PCC is 
scheduled for 12th June.

A merry band of villagers with high vis 
jackets, walkie-talkies and an extremely 
heavy speed recorder are to be seen 
at certain times of the day catching 
malefactors – those breaking the speed 
limit. It would spoil the fun if we were 
to tell you where and when we will next 
be operating but it would be wonderful 
to have a few more volunteers to join 
Lynda’s team. It is a commitment of 
one hour a week, and village gossip is 
included for free. If you think you may 
be interested in helping, get in touch 
with Lynda or me (address at end of 
column) Thank you.

If you are trying to entice your child away 
from the joys of constant screentime 
maybe he or she could try a spot of 
sheepherding, enthusiastically carried out 
by a young man from New Road. 

As I drove home today I saw an 
impressive collection of tractors at 
The Plough, a very photogenic scene. I 
asked what the occasion was and was 
told it was a funeral. I apologized for 
being poised with my camera at a rather 
inopportune moment only to be told by 
Gary that he was sure his late father, Jim 
Crockford, would have been delighted to 
have his funereal tractors feature in The 
Villager. So here they are! I thank Gary 
and express my condolences to Jim’s 
widow, Marguerite, and all the family.

There is no issue of The Villager in 
July, so wipe away those tears and start 
looking forward to the August edition. 

B (bdownes.villager@gmail.com)



11

Summer is almost upon us. Hoping 
everyone enjoyed the three recent May 
Bank Holidays and are also making 
use of the lengthening days and better 
weather to spend more time outdoors in 
and around our lovely village.  

July Parish Council Meeting
A decision was made by the Parish 
Council recently that we should try to 
hold at least one or two of our meetings 
per year at the Village Hall rather 
than at The Chute. This will give some 
parishioners who find it difficult to 
attend normally an alternative and  
more central venue. The meeting to be 
held on July 26th will take place in the 
Village Hall. 

SSJ Neighbourhood Plan 
A draft version of the revised Sherborne 
St John Neighbourhood Plan has been 
submitted to the Local Plan team at 
Basingstoke and Deane. 

The revised plan has been strengthened 
in areas such as protections of green 
spaces, strategic gap and key views, as 
well as watercourses, biodiversity and 
wildlife by creating a Conservation  
Area Plan.

If you have any questions around the 
new plan please contact Cllr Rowley, 
james.rowley@sherbornestjohn-pc. 
gov.uk.

Parish Clerk 
The council are still looking for a new 
Parish Clerk. The role has been  
re-advertised with a view to getting an 
experienced clerk to apply.

Continued thanks to Mel Camilleri, our 
Locum Clerk, who has kept the council 
running over the last few months.

Lengthsman Scheme
The Lengthsman service has been 
extended again for this financial year 
and we keep adding jobs to the list for 
future visits.

If there are any outstanding jobs  
around the village and wider parish  
that you think might be suitable for  
the Lengthsman then please contact  
the Clerk, clerk@sherbornestjohn-pc.
gov.uk.

Planning
At time of writing, no further 
movement or decisions on any of the 
major developments proposed in and 
around the village. The Parish Council 
received a revised plan, for review and 
comment at the April meeting, for Bob’s 
Farm. This is a variant of the previous 
submissions and covers provision 
of nine dwellings and associated 
landscaping on the existing barn and 
storage site.

2023/2024 Precept
You will have seen that the Precept for 
Sherborne St John Parish has increased 
around 4% for 2023-24. This is less than 
£3 per year per household for most of 
the houses in the village and the Parish 
Council has worked hard to keep this 
to a minimum against the significant 
increases in costs in almost every bill, 
especially our energy costs.

Borough Councillors
At the elections on May 4th, one of the 
three borough seats for the Rooksdown 
and Sherborne St John Ward was up for 
selection. The existing councillor, Jay 
Ganesh was re-elected and the Parish 
Council look forward to continuing to 
work closely with Jay and our other two 
Borough Councillors, Simon and David 
especially around the opposition to the 
local developments at Kiln Farm and 
Weybrook Golf Club.

General
Just a reminder that the Parish Council 
meets on the last Wednesday of each 
month (except August) at the Chute 
Pavilion. With the obvious exception of 
July’s meeting as mentioned earlier in 
this article.

Planning starts @ 7.15 p.m. and the 
council meeting @ 7.45 p.m. As always 
it would be good to see parishioners at 
these meetings. 

Cllr Carl Davies

PARISH COUNCIL

01256 889215  07747 015494
emma@thehaye.co.uk

ADVERTISE HERE 
CALL Emma Foreman
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01256 889215  
07747 015494

emma@thehaye.co.uk

ADVERTISE 
HERE 

CALL Emma Foreman

Sunflower
Celebration

Registered Charity Number: 1002856

Sunday 2 July 2023
St. Michael’s Hospice (North Hampshire), Basil de Ferranti House, 
Aldermaston Road, Basingstoke, Hampshire RG24 9NB

Come together to remember and celebrate loved ones at our 
Sunflower Celebration in the Hospice grounds on Sunday 2 July, arrive 
from 2pm for a 3pm service. Make a dedication to a loved one and 
celebrate their life with us.

For more information please visit: stmichaelshospice.org.uk/sunflower23

Find out more!
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Foremost
Tree Surgeons Ltd 

Private & Domestic Enquiries
Tree Felling, Tree Pruning, Stump Grinding, Tree Thinning, 
Tree Reduction, Landscaping and Fencing

Commercial Enquiries
Site Clearance, Developers, Electricity Board Approved, Council Approved

Other Services
Tree Surveys, Tree Reports, Tree Inspections, Technical Plans Provided, 
Logs and Chipping Supplied

ALL WORK GUARANTEED
FULL EMPLOYERS LIABILITY / £10 MILLION COVER
NCH. ARB & Nptc TRAINED STAFF

Call today on: 01256 814602
Greenacres Nursery, Aldermaston Road, Pamber Green, Tadley, Hants, RG26 3AF

www.foremosttreesurgeons.co.ukinfo@foremosttreesurgeons.co.uk

Licence No: 2063

CALL FOR 

YOUR FREE

ESTIM
ATE
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Aldermaston Road, Pamber End, Tadley RG26 5QW

Garden Furniture  Outdoor Living  BBQs 
Birdcare  Plants  Bedding  Seeds  Compost 

Pots  Hanging Baskets  Tools  Fencing
Sheds  Garden Gift Vouchers  Co�ee Shop

Elm Park Garden Centre

www.elmparkgardencentre.co.uk
 Tel 01256 850587

        Like and Share us on Facebook

Will Writing, Estate Planning
& Lasting Powers of Attorney

- A friendly, accessible and quality service

A member of the
Society of Will Writers

Contact: Clare Datta
m: 07810 455 581
t: 01256 896 336

e: claredatta@whitchurchwills.co.uk
w: www.whitchurchwills.co.uk

36 Hillside, Whitchurch, Hampshire, RG28 7SN

ontactt: CCClllare Datta

- NOW OFFERING -
PROBATE SERVICES
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CALL Emma Foreman  01256 889215  07747 015494  emma@thehaye.co.uk

ADVERTISE HERE 

Prestige & 4x4  |  Finance & PCP Packages  |  Extended Warranty 
GAP Insurance  |  Part Exchange  |  Indoor Showroom   |  FCA Approved

Used Vehicles in Hampshire

Tel: 01256 334363  Email: o�ce@moorelands.com
www.moorelands.com
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CALL Emma Foreman  01256 889215  07747 015494  emma@thehaye.co.uk

ADVERTISE HERE 

Sherborne St John Tennis Club
While light/weather permits Monday evenings at 7pm members turn up and play.

Tennis drills every Wednesday evening 7-8pm (weather permitting) with Ben Jubin  - an LTA qualified tennis coach –  
just turn up and take part: £8 per person.

Private coaching available on request.

Children’s summer coaching sessions:  Tuesdays 10 – 11am, for 5 – 13yrs

25th July, 1st, 8th and 15th August 2023

Thursday mornings at 9.30am – members social tennis

Annual subscriptions for 2023/2024 as follows:-

Membership application forms can be found on our web site “clubspark.lta.org.uk/sherbornestjohntennisclub”

If you are interested in joining the Tennis Club and have any further queries please do not hesitate to contact  
Paul Saunders 07577557850.

Membership For new members 
(includes £5 key) 2023/2024

Family £80.00
Couples £65.00
Singles £50.00

Juniors under 18 £15.50

NEW - Junior coaching  
sessions SSJ Tennis Club
Last summer SSJ Tennis Club hosted a number of coaching sessions for children, run by a top LTA registered coach.  
These popular sessions took place outside on the Chute Recreation ground’s immaculate hard courts, and were a real hit.

Following last year’s success, Coach Ben is back and anyone who is keen to learn the game or develop their skills are welcome.  
If your child is up for some fun tennis whilst getting fit, why not put their name down, all ages and abilities welcome.

The following dates are available 10-11am;

25th July  |  1st August  |  8th August  |  15th August

You can register directly for the coaching with Ben on his website:

www.clubspark.lta.org.uk/BenjaminJubinCoaching/Coaching/Junior

Enjoy the summer. If you have any questions, please drop me an email: trianglequeen@hotmail.com

Anne Todd
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SSJ Save Our Greenfields 
Sherborne St. John hills alive 
with the sound of protest!

The national alarm served a dual 
purpose on Sunday 23rd April, at 3pm, 
as it also confirmed the gathering of 
around 70 villagers on the village green 
of Sherborne St. John all united in their 
concern about the possible destruction 
of the rural setting of the village.  
The peaceful protest saw the group 
walk footpaths passing several of the 
greenfield sites in and around the village 
directly threatened by plans for over  
500 densely packed new houses.   
They were joined by all three of the local 
ward councillors: Cllr. Jay Ganesh,  

Cllr. David McIntyre and Cllr. Simon  
Minas-Bound, whose presence and 
concern are much appreciated.  

The support at this event, and with 
over 600 objections to Basingstoke 
and Deane Borough Council planning 
department, highlights there is a 
genuine and shared anger within 
the local community at these three 
speculative developments and the 
impact these would have on the feel and 
setting of this picturesque and historic 
village if they went ahead.  

The SSJ Save Our Greenfields action 
group believe that this opposition is 
not about no development whatsoever.  
The opposition is toward the current 
speculative developments championed 
by the developers, Bewley Homes 
(250 houses at Weybrook Golf Club), 
David Wilson Homes (350 houses 
near Kiln Farm) and Rydon Homes 
(26 houses on land at Cranesfield) who 
wish to proceed with a bare minimum 
of local community engagement and 

with disregard to the policies of local 
and neighbourhood plans. The group 
would like to see developers focusing 
on building houses where they already 
have planning permission, instead of 
land banking these permissions, and 
continuing to proceed with additional 
speculative planning applications. To get 
houses built the group would support 
laws that force developers to build within 
shorter time frames or lose the planning 
permissions already granted.

For more information on these 
applications and how to lodge your 
opposition please contact: 
ssjsog@outlook.com

Women’s Fellowship 
A truly magical afternoon took place in 
SSJ Village Hall for the May meeting, 
when members were entertained by 
speaker and magician John Field. His 
talk started with some very funny 
jokes - the old ones are the best - and 
reminiscences of his recent experiences 
at various venues. His introduction 
into the more serious side of magic was 
some of the history, which dates back 
approximately five thousand years, to a 
man called Dedi, who performed on the 
Egyptian Pyramids. These early tricks 
were performed less for entertainment 
only, but to keep the peasants under 
control for the residing Pharaoh. One of 
his tricks, that has remained to this day, 
is the cup and ball trick, and is clearly 
one of his less gruesome tricks which 
have not remained to this day. Dedi 
lived to the ripe age of 110 years.

In the Middle Ages magic and witchcraft 
were synonymous, with so-called 
witches being executed for their heinous 

crimes by extremely foul means - when 
a sharp bodkin was thrust into the 
witch’s body. If she cried out in pain she 
was released, Thus the executions were 
too few for those in power. So the job of 
witchfinding became popular, whereby 
a spring was inserted into part of the 
bodkin which, when thrust into the 
witch, failed to impart any pain, and so 
no cries of pain, resulting in the witch 
being executed for being possessed by 
the devil.

The first book published in English was 
written in 1584 by author Reginald Scot, 
which included the Bodkin Through 
The Finger trick, developing into the 
Knife Through The Finger trick .

In our more modern times magic is  
still performed at venues such as 
circuses, fairgrounds and race courses. 
Street performers and gangs still gather 
the crowds (to take their money) and 
lure the tourists in our cities, and should 
be avoided.

John proceeded to his demonstration 
of mind-reading tricks, with the help of 
audience members, with very good and 
amusing results, one trick being  
the rabbit-or-duck thought process.  
By turning the picture round at the end, 
the trick worked wonders!

His finale, with the help of an assistant, 
was the ball and cup trick, ending with 
impressively large balls and which kept 
everyone guessing.

Today, children’s magic sets still contain 
tricks from five hundred years ago, 
when they were introduced to a gullible 
public and still enjoyed by all.

John was thanked for his magnificent 
talk and demonstration by  
Denise Dobbie.

Next month’s meeting will be on the 6th 
June with a talk on The Story Behind the 
English Dictionary.

Everyone Welcome.
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All Seasons
Window Cleaning

Reliably serving the community for over 20 years

Additional services include:
• Driveway cleaning •

• Cladding/signage cleaning •
• Gutter/fascia/soffit cleaning •
• Conservatory roof cleaning •
• Pure water - no chemicals •

Call STEVE on 01256 353727
Email: info@allseasonswindowcleaning.com
Web: www.allseasonswindowcleaning.com
www.facebook.com/allseasonswindowcleaninguk
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01256 688648
 Call Pete to book a FREE survey & quotation



20

Wyeford Gardens

Wyeford, Ramsdell Road, Pamber End RG26 5QL

OPEN ON SATURDAY 3rd JUNE 2023OPEN ON SATURDAY 3rd JUNE 2023
11am to 4pm (last entry at 3pm)

£5 Entrance Fee in aid of St Michael’s Hospice

TEA & CAKES for sale ~ NO DOGSNO DOGS
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The Royal British Legion
BRAMLEY & DISTRICT NEWS

What a colourful, spectacular and 
immaculate display of military 
precision surrounded the central act 
of Coronation Day, the service in 
Westminster Abbey where King Charles 
lll and Queen Camilla were crowned. 
The ritual was both ancient and relevant 
but the King’s theme, inherited from his 
mother, was the same: “I come not to be 
served but to serve”. A very wonderful 
and moving ceremony. God save the 
King!

At our branch meeting on Tuesday 
13 June at 7. 30pm in Cross House, 
Bramley. Luke Holdcroft, our new 
branch Standard Bearer, will give us an 
illustrated talk about his years of service 
in the Royal Navy and a life beneath the 
waves. Everyone is most welcome.

We have a stall at Sherfield Fete on 
Saturday 10 June so do come along 
to see us, support our raffle and look 
through our donated military-linked 
books. We will again be supported by 
members of Hampshire RBL Riders 
Branch on their magnificent Harley 
Davidson machines.

Since 2006, the last Saturday in June has 
been designated by HM Government 
as Veterans Day - and from 2009 as 
Armed Forces Day. It is an opportunity, 
away from the particular poignancy of 
Rememberancetide, to come together to 
celebrate the contribution made by our 
armed forces community, past, present 
and future to our national life. In 2023, 
the main national event will be held 
in Falmouth, Cornwall on 24 June but 
other major towns and cities will have 
their own events.

Our service people are not just for 
conflict zones. Recently the RAF has 
provided evacuation flights for British 
people from Sudan and a few years 
ago from Afghanistan. They have been 
called upon to help during the Covid 
pandemic, during times of flood and 

fire, as a relief ambulance service and 
during many national events. They were 
magnificently on display during the 
coronation of HM The King.

On the Monday 
prior to AFD, 
a special flag is 
raised in civic 
ceremonies 
across the 

country - do look out for the flag and 
show your support for our servicemen 
and women, Veterans and those of ‘the 
Old Brigade’ and the fantastic young 
people in our Cadet units and those 
who lead them.

For our  Wednesday 7 June coffee 
drop-in, I invite you to join me at one 
of my favourite coffee locations, The 
Exchange Coffee Shop on Chineham 
Business Park, 200 Crockford Lane, 
RG24 8AL from 10.30am. Hopefully it 
will be warm enough to sit outside!

John Morley
Branch Chairman
revjmorley@talktalk.net
07900 892566

HELP A
GOOD CAUSE
Good Festival supports 
The Hampshire Medical 

Fund Charity to purchase 
cutting-edge medical 

equipment for our local 
NHS hospitals.

To donate now, please 
text HMFGF10 (£10) 
or HMFGF20 (£20)

Crocodile Encounters

Slip & Slide with 
Sharky & George*

Alpaca Walking

Axe Throwing

School Bands Stage

Interactive Workshops

Archery

Local Artisan Stalls

Under 5s Fun

Bushcraft

Dog Show

Punch & Judy

*remember a towel & your swimmers!

   

sunday 25 june
Dummer Down Farm hampshire

PROUDLY 
SUPPORTING

Tickets on sale at goodfestival.co.uk

9:30AM - 4:30PM   |   Free Parking available
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THANKS TO OUR VOLUNTEERS
Basingstoke Festival of Transport, run by us, requires a lot of careful planning but also relies on an army of nearly 90 amazing 

volunteers who work with us on the day to make this event happen. They helped us set up, park up the vehicles, sell programmes 
and a host of other jobs. We would like to take the opportunity of saying A HUGE THANKS to our volunteers. Without them 

giving us their time, we would not be able to put on the biggest event in Basingstoke’s annual calendar, Thank you!

THE BIG HELP OUT
Where were you on Coronation Monday? Did you join the big help out? Those that did had a whole lot of different experiences. 

This is what they said –‘They did things they had not done before’, ‘Met people they didn’t know and madenew friends’ and 
went home tired and happy with a feeling of well-being. It will not be the last time they volunteer and for many it was a positive 

experience that they will want to continue.

Or have you never volunteered, not sure if you’d like it, how do you know if you don’t give it a try?

Volunteering is good for your Mental Health
With busy lives, it can be hard to find time to volunteer. However, the benefits of volunteering can be enormous. Volunteering 

offers vital help to people in need, worthwhile causes, and the community, but the benefits can be even greater for you, 
thevolunteer. The right match can help you to find friends, connect with the community, learn new skills, and even advance your 

career.  For people looking for work it is confidence building andit goes on your CV

Basingstoke Voluntary Action is the place to start, it’s a great place to find out about charities and volunteering and what’s 
happening locallythat you can get involved in. Find out about volunteering today, it can add a new dimension to your life.  

Try it & see!

Our Rotary club works with a number of local charities and it’s not just about giving money it is also about giving our time to assist 
a charity in their fund raisingby stewarding an event or perhaps car parking for an event such as the St Michael’s Hospice Light up a 

lifeor their recent fundraising walk at Farleigh Wallop Estate. 

DISABILITY AWARENESS DAY

Basingstoke District DisabilityForum
We recently helped Basingstoke District Disability Forum with their Disability Awareness Day held in the Malls in the  

Town Centre in April. This event signpost people to more than 30 local charities that all work to support  
the less abled in the district to live more inclusive lives.  

CONTACT – Helen Ricketts: helen@highpathway.co.uk  OR  Paul Temple: tempaul45@gmail.com

Basingstoke Deane Rotary is a group of 35men & women from a wide variety of backgrounds.  
All live locally in the borough but some commute to work outside Basingstoke. Most joined Rotary to help others  
less fortunate, and they find Basingstoke Deane Rotary adds another extremely enjoyable dimension to their lives. 

If you would like to find out more about how we enjoy ourselves, just tune in to www.rcbd.org.uk   
to see what we have coming up, or contact Helen or Paul  above to find out more. We think you’ll be pleasantly surprised.

Facebook: @RotaryBasingstokeDeane | Twitter: @RBstokeDeane
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A Starling Performance:           
The other day while having my morning 
cup of tea, still half asleep, I looked out 
of the kitchen window and my half open 
eyes caught the sight of a few small birds 
(starlings) swooping down into the back 
garden and very quickly move to their 
chosen spots, like busy honest workmen 
settling in at their work stations to get 
on with their work. They were exactly 
seven in number, looked businesslike, 
very focused and confident. In brief, 
they seemed to be on a mission!

Each one looked intently at the patch of 
grass in front for about a minute or so, 
tilting its head to one side and then to 
the other , appeared to be trying to listen 
to something move under the grass 
or feel some vibrations, or some such 
thing, then a feeling that something has 
been spotted in the ground and the right 
target located, opened the beak slightly 
and started chiseling into the ground 
and a few seconds later- bingo- much to 
its delight, picked up a worm, (a fat juicy 
wriggly thing trying to escape from 
the bird’s beak); mission accomplished 
the bird flew away with the worm and 
so also the other birds, each with a 
worm. A very successful mission- as 
far as the birds were concerned.  The 
worms probably haven’t heard of the old 
English saying-The early bird gets the 
worm.  Corollary to that is--the early 
worm gets caught.  I am usually with the 

birds, but this time I was feeling bad for 
the poor worms. They must have come 
up to the surface of the ground to get 
some early morning sun, realising they 
would end up as breakfast for the birds.

What impressed me most was not the 
ability of the birds to dig up the worms 
but their ability to locate the worms with 
such precision. They must be having an 
ingenious mechanism to locate and dig 
the worms  out with such great success. 
They could be using ultrasound waves 
to locate and target their prey and 
have innate ability to hear or feel the 
movements of these worms under the 
surface.  Amazing.

A sterling performance by the starlings.

I subsequently looked up, yes looked up, 
and learnt a few interesting things about 

starlings. which I thought I would share 
with you.  Starlings are smaller than 
black birds, black or brown in colour 
with spots on the belly. They usually 
move in groups, looking very confident 
and businesslike. They also spend a lot 
of the year in flocks. They are known for 
their spectacular aerial displays at dusk 
in winter times--thousands of starlings 
flock together moving at spectacular 
speeds in different formations, wheeling 
and turning at sharp speed at the same 
time in perfect synchrony avoiding 
collision with each other.

I understand they have to follow three 
basic rules--move in the same direction 
as your neighbour, remain close to 
them, and avoid collisions. People have 
not fully understood how they perform 
such aerial acrobatics and some heavy 
research seems to be going on.....

Those of you into orthinology, no, if you 
are an orthinologist you wouldn’t know, 
but if you are an ornithologist you are 
bound to know that a flock of starlings 
is known as ‘murmuration’.

Leave aside all those details, what I 
witnessed that morning was a truly 
starling performance.

Victor Babu

Live music at The Vyne           
Come along to The Vyne this summer and enjoy live music at The Vyne Music Festival.

Each night will feature dazzling displays from street performers Dan the Hat and Honey the Hoop plus interval music from the 
Still Moving DJ’s. There’ll be street food, cocktails and local ales to enjoy. Gates open at 6pm. Booking is essential.

To find out more about all the events happening at The Vyne visit our website The Vyne | Hampshire | National Trust

July 7th – Feel Good Friday

The FB Pocket Orchestra come 
complete with electronic gadgets 
and guarantee a fun Friday evening.

July 8th – Absolutely Elton

An Elton John tribute with all  
the hits.

July 9th – Gin and Jazz 1920s party

Music from The Temperance Seven 
and lots of different flavoured gin  
to sample.
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The Vyne Events 2023
The Vyne Music Festival* 
Fri 7, Sat 8 & Sun 9 Jul. Gates open 6pm, starts 7pm, interval 8:10-8:40, ends 10:30pm. 

Three evening performances will feature dazzling displays from street performers Dan the Hat and Honey the Hoop and 
interval music from the Still Moving DJ’s. There will be local ales, cocktails and street foods: Fri 7 Jul: Feel Good Friday The 
FB Pocket Orchestra come complete with all of their electronic gadgets and the Still Moving DJ’s with their upbeat vibes, live 
percussion, ships’ lanterns, original vinyl records, gramophones, tankards and...dinosaurs! Sat 8 Jul: Absolutely Elton John 
Absolutely our favourite Elton John tribute! All the hits, all the glam… we’ll be there singing along. Sun 9 Jul: Gin & Jazz 
1920’s Party Grab your pearls and party like it’s 1929! Expect authentic sound and robust good humour from The Temperance 
Seven. Shed loads of gin tents, Dan the Hat, Honey the Hoop and electro-swing from the Still Moving DJ’s. 

Book tickets: https://fbmusicandmedia.com/vyne-music-festival  Adult (Age 16+) £20, Child (Age 0-15 yrs) £12.50. 

Outdoor theatre: Emma* 
Sat 22 Jul. Gates open 5:45pm, performance 7-9pm. 

Misguided matchmaker Emma plays Cupid in a hilarious yet faithful new adaptation of Jane Austen’s satirical story.  
You’ll need to bring a chair and a picnic. 

Book tickets: https://www.tickettailor.com/events/thepantaloons/811038/ Adult (aged 16+) £15, Child (aged 5-15) £9, 
under 5s go free. 

Outdoor cinema: Elvis*  
Fri 28 Jul. Gates open 8pm, film 9.30pm-12.09am 

Starring Austin Butler and Oscar winner Tom Hanks, explore the life and music of Elvis Presley (Butler), seen through the 
prism of his complicated relationship with his enigmatic manager, Colonel Tom Parker (Hanks). Rated 12. 

Book tickets: https://www.adventurecinema.co.uk/venues/the-vyne Standard £15.50, Premium (includes luxury deckchair 
in prime location) £21.50.  

Outdoor cinema: Dirty Dancing* 
Sat 29 Jul. Gates open 8pm, film 9.30-11.10pm 

Frances “Baby” Houseman, a sweet daddy’s girl, goes to a resort in upstate New York’s Catskill Mountains. Unexpectedly, she 
becomes infatuated with the camp’s dance instructor, Johnny Castle, a man whose background is vastly different from her own. 
Rated 12. 

Book tickets: https://www.adventurecinema.co.uk/venues/the-vyne Standard £15.50, Premium (includes luxury deckchair 
in prime location) £21.50. 

Outdoor cinema: Top Gun*  
Sun 30 Jul. Gates open 8pm, film 9.30-11.20pm 

As students at the United States Navy’s elite fighter weapons school compete to be best in the class, one daring young pilot 
learns a few things from a civilian instructor that are not taught in the classroom. Rated 12. 

Book tickets: https://www.adventurecinema.co.uk/venues/the-vyne Standard £15.50, Premium (includes luxury deckchair 
in prime location) £21.50. 

Outdoor theatre: Romeo and Juliet*  
Sat 5 Aug. Gates open 5.45pm, performance 7-9.45pm 

The Lord Chamberlain’s Men invite you to join them this summer for the timeless and classic love story, Romeo and Juliet. 
Gates open 5:45pm for a 7pm start. You’ll need to bring a chair and a picnic. 

Book tickets: https://bit.ly/3paLmLP Standard £19, under 5s go free. 

*Bring your own camping chairs, blankets and torches.  
Tickets non-refundable and booking fees apply. If you’re visiting The Vyne during the day of the evening event, you’ll need to 
leave the grounds at 5pm and be readmitted, showing your event ticket, from the time that gates open. 
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Basingstoke Window
Cleaning Services

We use a pure water, reach and wash
system which allows us to clean even

the most di
  cult windows

For a free no obligation quotation,
please give us a call 

We also o� er the following services:

 on 
 Simon 
 Dan

Here for you
when you need us...

amongerfuneraldirectors.co.uk

• 24 hour service
• Free bereavement advice and support
• Pre-paid inflation proof funeral plans
• Wide choice of memorials for burials 

Basingstoke
The Old Forge, Sherborne St John, RG24 9LE
01256 851124
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FOR ALL YOUR SWIMMING POOL 
REQUIREMENTS

Design and Build New Liner and 
Concrete Pools
 Renovation and Repair
 Service and Maintenance
 Auto Covers and Cleaners
 Chemicals and Accessories

Harlequin Swimming Pools Ltd

01962 774004

sales@harlequinpools.co.uk
www.harlequinpools.co.uk Reliable, personal service since 1973

Probus Club Annual Ladies’  
Lunch and Elections           
This yearly event is one of the many 
occasions when the members of the 
Probus Club of Basingstoke treat their 
wives and lady friends to a delightful 
lunch as a way of thanking them for 
allowing the men in their lives to enjoy 
the company of likeminded men in 
social discourse. 

This lunch was held at the Test Valley 
Golf Club and although there was 
reduction in the attendees compared 
to previous years this was due to 
the illness of four members and two 
others away on holiday. The event was 
expertly organised by member Alan 
May who was ably assisted by his wife 
Liliane. This will be their swan song as 
they have overseen this lunch and the 
Christmas festivities since 2008. Club 
president, Alex Marianos, thanked Alan 
and Liliane for their superb expertise 
developed over the years and which all 
members were fully appreciative.

June will see the Annual General 
Meeting when all the officers stand 
down although many seek re-election. 
The only essential transfer is the election 
of the President, who, unlike the other 
members of the Executive Committee, 
normally has only one year in post. The 
Vice President is the heir presumptive 
and the custom and practice is that he 
is elected unopposed. Other committee 
members do seek to serve again which 
ensures that there is no loss of expertise 
as the committee is organised on cabinet 
lines with specific portfolios taken on by 
each member.

The clubs’ executive committee is a 
prime example of the diversity of the 
working lives of the membership. The 
president, was a civil engineer who built 
bridges over the M4, the vice president 
was a nuclear scientist, the secretary  
was a solicitor, the outings organiser  
was an officer in the RAF, the speaker 

finder was an engineering sales 
manager, the publicity officer had a 
small printing business, the welfare 
officer was a civil servant and the 
remaining member of the committee 
was another RAF officer who is about to 
conclude his year of office as the Mayor 
of Basingstoke & Deane.

The Probus Club has been in continuous 
operation since it was founded in 
Basingstoke forty-four years ago and 
has had an extensive array of members 
over the years with the criteria that they 
be retired and like the name of the club, 
Probus, that they had professional or 
business experience.

If you are considering joining, see  
www.probusbasingstoke.club for  
more information.

Victor Babu
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Sherborne St John Primary School

The Summer Term is in full swing and 
there is so much to enjoy during the 
final term of the school year. 

In May, we enjoyed celebrating our 
very special volunteers as part of our 
Coronation Celebration Day. It was 
wonderful to have so many volunteers 
join us for Collective Worship and then 
our very own garden party. As a school, 
we rely on the generous donation of 
time that members of our community 
provide, we couldn’t do it without them!

As many of you will know, a highlight of 
the school year is our Junior Production. 
Rehearsals for Aladdin are in full swing 
and the sound of children singing 

fills the school on a daily basis. Props, 
costumes and staging are all being put 
together by our dedicated staff and the 
children are doing a wonderful job of 
learning their lines and their talent 
shines through. We can’t wait to watch 
the final performances in the last week 
of the school year. 

The other big community event of the 
term is our Summer Fayre. Our School 
Association are hard at work preparing 
stalls, games and prizes so that a good 
time is guaranteed. We invite you all 
to come and visit on Saturday 24th 
June between 12pm-2pm. This event 
is always popular; we have a dance 
display, BBQ, games, cakes, stalls 
and face-painting. The money raised 
goes towards supporting the school 
to provide the best opportunities and 
resources to the children so please do 
come along and support us if you can. 

Finally, an important element of our 
final few weeks, is to ensure that we give 
our Year 6 children a great send off as 

they leave us for secondary school. This 
has started with a trip to Winchester 
Cathedral along with hundreds of 
other Year 6 children from schools in 
the Diocese. We enjoyed a tour of the 
Crypts and the Cathedral followed by a 
farewell service. 

We’ll share more of our end of term 
activities with you in the August edition 
of The Villager. 

Sherbert
SSJ School Villager Correspondent

Beau’s Blog

Teddy!  

Or what’s left of him... he’s my buddy, 
my comfort and my playmate. Getting 

thinner by the day he can be trailed all 
around the garden to play, returned 
to my kennel for snoozing with, or 
alternatively be left out in the rain to get 
a good soaking but whatever state he is 
in he never fails to be my friend. 

Originally I believe he belonged to one 
of the elder of the miniatures but they 
never really bonded so when I came 
on the scene Teddy was given to me.  
He loves a good tussle but is also quite 
happy to have a good cuddle.

I have successfully removed most of 
his torso as his weight was a little on 
the heavy side especially when wet.  
He never complained but when I first 
decided to reduce his circumference the 
Mrs was not pleased at having to comb 
the garden every so often collecting bits 
of white fluff from every corner. She 
considered it a mess whereas I thought 
it looked quite pretty. At first she tried 
to fatten Teddy up again by stuffing 
it back inside him and sewing him 

up but I was much more successful at 
reducing Teddy’s weight than the Mrs 
has ever been trying to reduce hers (a 
sore subject in this household) so she 
has now become resigned to Teddy’s 
svelt form. I have been threatened that 
if I remove any more from Teddy he 
will be unable to play with me anymore.
He does look a little deflated now so I 
have left his limbs intact so that we can 
have a good game of hauling him round 
the garden; but the Mrs has refused 
to allow me to invite him indoors as 
she says his aroma is worse than mine 
and he is for outdoor play only. The 
Boss thinks I am a big baby for setting 
such store on a playmate when I have 
himself to entertain me but I like to keep 
my options open for when the Boss is 
‘resting’ his eyes or training them on the 
square box indoors – then my Teddy is 
there, ready and waiting to play.

http://beauregardsdogblog.blogspot.com
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Hampshire County Councillor  
report – Calleva Division, June 2023
1.	 Pot holes
Potholes and other road defects are 
one of our biggest issues locally so I 
thought I would update you on what 
is happening.. As I’ve said before, the 
weather this winter had the worst 
possible combination of prolonged 
heavy rain and sub-zero temperatures. 

Despite last summer’s drought, 
we started the winter season with 
groundwater levels in Hampshire 
higher than normal. The repeated 
cycle of rain > freeze> rain > freeze 
created the perfect environment for 
potholes to form, and in addition the 
prolonged periods of heavy rain have 
kept groundwater levels exceptionally 
high resulting in localised surface water 
flooding, and this is despite HCC’s 
efforts to keep roadside grips, gullies 
and drains clear.  

Potholes can form in a number of ways. 
Aside from general wear and tear, the 
freeze-thaw action of water when it 
gets into cracks can rapidly weaken 
and break open road surfaces, and this 
is in addition to the hydraulic effect 
of vehicle tyres constantly going over 
standing water in cracks and other 
small surface defects that can also 
create potholes. This explains why, even 
though we are moving into summer, 
potholes are continuing to develop and 
why some of the temporary fixes are 
beginning to break down.

Given the high number of potholes that 
have formed this winter, particularly 
after each of the spells of freezing 
weather, HCC’s Highways team took the 
decision to carry out more emergency 
temporary infill repairs to keep roads 
safe and serviceable - in the time 
taken to undertake a permanent fix 
between 4 and 7 temporary infills can 
be completed.  As a result, over 40,000 
of these potholes were filled in the three 
months from December to February.

The Government has allocated just 
under £6million to Hampshire 
for additional pothole repairs. We 
anticipate this money being used to 
fill approximately 39,000 additional 
potholes over the summer. As ever, 

please do report potholes at https://
www.hants.gov.uk/transport/
roadmaintenance/roadproblems/
potholes.

2.	 Schools
Parents in Hampshire who applied on 
time for a school place for children 
starting school in September 2023 – 
either in Reception Year or in Year 3 
in a junior school – have been sent 
the outcome of their application by 
Hampshire County Council. 

Over 98 per cent (98.77 per cent) of 
parents have been offered a reception 
year place for their child in one of their 
three preferred choice schools, with 
more than 93 per cent (93.02 per cent) 
allocated a place at their first choice 
of school. Of pupils transferring from 
infant school to junior school (Year 3), 
more than 99 per cent (99.29 per cent) 
received a place at one of their three 
choices, and over 97 per cent (97.88 
per cent) obtained a place at their first 
choice of school.

Parents are being encouraged at this 
time to consider how their child will 
travel to and from school, and whether 
they may need transport assistance. 
School transport is available for children 
who meet specific eligibility criteria, 
after they reach compulsory school age 
(five years old). The deadline to submit 
transport applications is 31 July 2023. 
For more information about school 
transport assistance, please visit the 
County Council’s website.

3.	 The Big Fix
With ‘The Big Fix’ campaign running 
throughout May, Hampshire residents 
are being encouraged to give old  
items, gathering dust or potentially 
destined for the bin, a new lease of 
life by visiting their local Repair Café, 
helping themselves to save money and 
reduce waste.

The Big Fix is a national campaign to 
promote the growing number of Repair 
Cafés across the UK, run by volunteers 
who teach residents how to fix items 
at home so that fewer items end up  
as waste.

There are 17 members of the County 
Council’s Hampshire Repair Café 
network which offers training and 
general advice. Since May last year, the 
network has collectively run over 90 
events restoring over 1,000 items to 
usable order. These include broken items 
such as electronics, garden equipment, 
clothing, jewellery, and much more.  
The initiative is supported through 
HCC’s waste prevention community 
grant programme.

To find a local event, search for 
‘Hampshire Repair Café Network, 
or visit: https://therestartproject.org/
networks/hampshire/

4.	 Beware of ticks
HCC’s Countryside Service has advised 
residents to be ‘tick aware’ when 
spending time outdoors as the summer 
approaches. Ticks are small spider-like 
animals, almost invisible to the eye. 
They can cause serious illnesses, such as 
Lyme Disease.

Prevention tips include avoiding tall 
grassy areas, reduce the amount of 
exposed skin, check yourself, your 
children and your pets for ticks and use 
insect repellent.

They advise that you should remove any 
found ticks as quickly as possible with 
fine-tipped tweezers or a tick removal 
tool, clean the area, and for several 
weeks monitor the bitten area for any 
rashes that may appear. Contact your 
doctor immediately if you begin to 
feel unwell with flu-like symptoms or 
develop a spreading circular red rash.

5.	 God save the King!
What a fabulous occasion the 
Coronation weekend has been, it was 
wonderful to see the communities 
coming together in celebration. For me, 
it has also been a great opportunity to 
see the benefits of some of the grants I 
have given this year. 

The new season for HCC grants opens 
in June, do let me know if there are  
any good community projects in need  
of support.

Cllr Rhydian Vaughan
Fb.com/tellrhydian
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PROFESSIONAL FOOT CARE IN THE 
COMFORT OF YOUR OWN HOME Fay 
Curtis (MCFHP. MAFHP) fully qualified Foot 
Health Practitioner offers a range of foot services 
including: Toenail cutting, Nail condition 
treatments, Corn removal, Callus reduction, Dry 
and cracked heel remedies, Verruca treatment 
and Diabetic foot care.  To book an appointment 
call Fay on 07780 664410

BEAUTY THERAPIST  Based in my 
professional, relaxing home based salon 
in Pamber Heath.  Treatments offered - 
Gelish Nails, Pedicures, Waxing, Eve Taylor 
Aromatherapy Facials, Lash Lift, Massage, Indian 
Head Massage and Reflexology.  Strict hygiene 
/ cleaning and COVID safe procedures in place.  
Please call or text Amey on 07729421869

THE BASINGSTOKE ARTISAN 
HANDYMAN  Local, trustworthy and reliable. 
A skilled Handyman who can also add a bespoke 
flavour to your projects. Any size job considered, 
quick and simple to complex.  
www.thebartyman.co.uk  07827 216806

JON’S GARDENING & HANDYMAN 
SERVICES  Regular garden maintenance & one 
off jobs. Fencing, Hedges, Pruning, General tidy 
ups and home maintenance. For sensible rates 
and a friendly service please call 07488 347493.

Small Ads
Enquiries and items for inclusion please contact Emma Foreman on 01256 889215/07747 015494  
or emma@thehaye.co.uk
-	 The advertising rate is £4 per month or £6 for a box entry. Cheques to be made payment to ‘The Villager’. 
- 	Payment for advertisements must be received in advance and are limited to 10 lines of type. 
-	 For information on annual block advertisements please contact Emma Foreman

TSI COMMERCIAL & DOMESTIC BUILDING 
MAINTENANCE. Electrical. Plumbing. 
Capentry or Decorationg. For a quotation, please 
phone 01256 780460 or 07989 940210.

PILLS ARE NOT THE ONLY ANSWER 
Hypnotherapy can bring rapid relief from 
depression and other emotional problems. Local 
practitioner, qualified with 14 years experience. 
Will give free initial consultation. Phone Derek 
Joseph on 01256 850653

DRUM TUITION. Professional musician with 
over 24 years experience. Teaching all aspects of 
drumming from counting, reading, playing to 
tracks, and technique etc. All ages and abilities 
welcome from total beginners to advanced. For 
more info please contact John Lezana on 07947 
728 686  www.johnlezana.com

PRIVATE TUITION IN FRENCH AND 
GERMAN with qualified, experienced, CRB 
checked teachers. All ages and stages, including 
preparation for examinations (CE, GCSE, 
IB, A-level etc.), adult conversation and 
primary/nursery language clubs Daytime 
or evenings, at home, work or school. Call 
Samantha Cruickshank (Language 
Services Specialists) on: 07944 820284 or 
email: scruickshanktutor@yahoo.co.uk

ABLE GARDEN SERVICES Grass and hedge 
cutting, fencing, turfing, patios, planting, tree 
work, gravel drives etc. Please call  
Eddie on 01189 700765 (Pamber Heath) or 
07904 440468

HOUSE CLEANING BY MARIA Reliable and 
affordable services. Experienced, easy going local 
lady, who checks every corner. Ironing services 
also available. References available upon request. 
Email: mariacleaning@live.co.uk,  
tel. 07933316989

BOOKKEEPING SERVICES  River K Solutions 
Ltd, for all your bookkeeping needs. Please 
contact us on 07402173137 for free initial 
consultation or check our website  
www.riverksolutions.co.uk

LARGE 3 BEDROOM TOP FLOOR 
DUPLEX APARTMENT IN THE HEART OF 
CARCASSONNE. In a tree lined square, around 
the corner from all the restaurants, patisseries 
and shops in the old town, on the 3rd and 4th 
floor of a 19th Century building, our apartment 
looks out at the restored UNESCO site of the 
Medieval Cité.   5* Trip Advisor sleeps 6. Phone: 
01256 850058 for more details.

REGISTERED CHILDMINDER based in 
Sherborne St John will have full/part time 
spaces available from July.  Also collecting from 
Sherborne St John school in September.  For 
more information call: 01256 851249

HOME & OFFICE MAINTENANCE 
SERVICES All types of installation and 
maintenance works including electrical, 
plumbing, IT networks, access/security/alarm/ 
attendance systems, carpentry and decorating. 
Cleaning services, secure disposal of office 
document waste. Please call Adam on  
07511 495052. Visa, Master Card, Amex.

LOCAL FOOT HEALTH PRACTITIONER, 
Visiting Practice, Nail Cutting, Callus Removal, 
Corn Removal and other treatments. Contact 
Lynne on 07767 059406

CHEEKY PAWS AND CLAWS Established, 
experienced dog walker. Home visits for all pets.  
Pet sitting. Equestrian/hoofed animals. Fully 
insured. 20 years as a zoo keeper. 
http:/www.facebook.com/cheeky.paws.claws 
email:  kbeeson1@btinternet.com 
07752 414821 (text only)

To book a classified advert for the Villager, 
register with this website. Then search 
for The Villager using any of the searches 
allowed. There is no online payment – 
you can pay by cheque at the end of the 
booking process as normal. Once monies 
are received you will be able to access 
receipts and check your booking history 
from this site.

ONLINE BOOKINGS
All classified adverts can now be 
booked on the website:  
www.fromthesmallestseed.co.uk
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CHURCH OF ENGLAND (Admin)	 Sam Reeves     pa.swppcc@gmail.com                  	 07897 562134
ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH	 The Presbytery, Popley Way, Basingstoke	 819722
BASINGSTOKE COMMUNITY CHURCH	 Sarum Hill Centre, Basingstoke	 316000
CLERKS TO PARISH COUNCILS
	 SSJ		  clerk@sherbornestjohn-pc.gov.uk	 07714 770940
	 MS	 Mrs Cally Morris 	 clerk@monksherborne-pc.gov.uk 	 07721 076186
	 Pamber	 Chris Gunnell	 clerk@pamber-pc.gov.uk	 07942 637210
BOROUGH COUNCILLOR for SSJ 	 David McIntyre	 cllr.David.McIntyre@basingstoke.gov.uk
BOROUGH COUNCILLOR for Pamber 	 Kerri Carruthers 	 07824 797912
                                                                                                                                                         Cllr.kerri.carruthers@basingstoke.gov.uk
BASINGSTOKE & DEANE BOROUGH COUNCIL 	 Civic Offices, London Road, Basingstoke	 844844
HAMPSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL	 The Castle, Winchester	 01962 841841
HAMPSHIRE POLICE		  Non-emergency                              	 101 or 01962 841534
                                                             	 www.hampshire.police.uk/ro/report/ocr/af/how-to-report-a-crime
NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH	 ted_wilkinson@btinternet.com	 01256 850891 
NEAREST JOB CENTRE 	 https://www.jobcentrejobs.co.uk

LOCAL GROUPS
WOMEN’S FELLOWSHIP	 Mrs Loraine Brown, (Secretary)	 01256 590359
RAINBOWS			   Caroline Givan: caroline.givan@gmail.com 
BROWNIES			   Tramayne Henwood - ssjbrownies@outlook.com	 422083 
GUIDES			   Sam Hazlewood - ssjguides@yahoo.com	 880132
CUBS			   Ms Trish Field	 01420 544904
Little Acorns, Bumps/Babes/Toddlers in SSJ	 Mrs Liz Gwynn	    07770 373282
SSJ SOCIAL CLUB		  Mr David Hughes (Steward)	 850303
SSJ HISTORY SOCIETY		 Mrs Jean Linford	 850264
TENNIS CLUB		  Paul & Maria Saunders  	 850430
SSJ RETIREMENT COFFEE MORNING	 Mrs Margaret Cramer	 850390
SUMMIT JUDO CLUB		  Mr Len Dunce	 07860 435 831
			   or  Mr Paul Hamilton	 07917 005862
YOGA in SSJ Village Hall	 Mrs Jacqui Morris	 881336
SHORT MAT INDOORS BOWLS CLUB	 Mr Les Bone	 850973
FOOTBALL CLUB	     	 Mr Terry Buller     tel.buller@gmail.com	 07584 169241
PICCOLO PRE-SCHOOL NURSERY	 Claudia or Jane     info@piccolopsn.com	 07528 726248	
	                                                                                                        www.piccolopsn.com 
THE VYNE HOUSE (National Trust)	 Mr Stuart Maughan	 01256 883858
SCOTTISH COUNTRY DANCING	 Mrs J. Hughes email    tadleysd@gmail.com	

VENUE BOOKINGS:	
St Stephen’s Hall		  Doreen Quilter           booking@ststephensvillagehall.org        07854280343
MS Village Hall             	 Natasha Chappell        enquiries@monksherbornevillagehall.org.uk	 01256 851373                                                       
SSJ Village Hall            		  Shawna Campbell      ssjhallbookings@yahoo.com	 07726 308431
The Chute Pavilion       		  Terry Buller   tel.buller@gmail.com	 07584 169241	
			 
HEALTH CARE
NORTH HANTS HOSPITALS NHS TRUST		  01256 473202
HANTSDOC                                                                                                          	 01189 365592
BRAMBLYS GRANGE			   467778
CHINEHAM SURGERY			  479244
CROWN HEIGHTS MEDICAL CENTRE		  329021
CLIFT SURGERY, BRAMLEY		  881228
HOLMWOOD, TADLEY		  01189 814166
ROOKSDOWN SURGERY		  399710
MORELAND SURGERY 		  0118 9816661
WEYBROOK PHYSIO & PILATES                                Rachel Ruane                                                                                 07815 862164
 
EDUCATION
THE PRIORY PRIMARY ACADEMY TRUST	 Mr Matt Walsh  (Head teacher)	 850062
SSJ PRIMARY SCHOOL		 Ms Sarah Jolliffe  (Head teacher)	 850180
ST BEDE’S RC PRIMARY SCHOOL	 Mr Jamie Carroll	 473379

PUBLIC SERVICES
CITIZENS ADVICE BUREAU		           0808 2787829
BRITISH RAIL NATIONAL ENQUIRIES		  0345 484950
BUS STATION (STAGECOACH)		  0871 121 0190
LIBRARIES                    		  Basingstoke Town Centre	 473901
                                       		  Chineham Library                                                                       	 465643
                          		  Tadley Library	 0300 555 1387
DIAL-A-RIDE		  Monday-Friday 8.30-12.00 am and 2.00-4.15 pm 	 01256 462101

If we have omitted any organisations, and/or their contact details, we apologise and would welcome any information to keep 
this list up to date and relevant.

Contacts

May 2023                                      Julie Crawley                                    villagermagazine@gmail.com                                  01256 851003
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