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November 2023

3 Sherbornes & Ramsdell 
Conservative Branch Annual Wine 
Evening @ Monk Sherborne V Hall 
7.00pm

6 Retirement Coffee Morning, 
Sherborne St John Village Hall 
10.00am – 12.00

7 Women’s Fellowship,  SSJ Village 
Hall,  Speaker  “The Am Dram Tart”  
Jonathan Jones - 2.00pm

11  Art Sale + Coffee & Cake in aid of 
Riding for the Disabled,  Sherborne 
St John Village Hall 
10.00am – 4.00pm

12 Art Sale + Coffee & Cake in aid of 
Riding for the Disabled, 
Sherborne St John Village Hall 
10.00am – 4.00pm

20 Retirement Coffee Morning, 
Sherborne St John Village Hall 
10.00am – 12.00

25 Hook Choral Society Autumn 
Concert at St John’s Church, Hook, 
RG27 9EG. Tickets £15           7.30pm

25 ‘Is Advent more than a calendar?’ 
Women’s evening @ Sherborne St 
John Village Hall     7.30pm–9.30pm 
All ladies welcome.  Suggested 
donation £5

December 2023

3 St Michael’s Hospice - Reindeer Run 
Festival Place. 
stmichaelshospice.org.uk

4 Retirement Coffee Morning, 
Sherborne St John Village Hall 
10.00am – 12.00

5 Women’s Fellowship, 
CHRISTMAS LUNCH  

10 St Michael’s Hospice - Light up 
a Life – St. Michael’s Hospice.  
stmichaelshospice.org.uk

10 B/S Concert Bands  Annual 
Christmas Concert at Christ Church,  
Chineham RG24 8LT. Tickets £10 
3.30pm

13 The Arts Society Basingstoke lecture: 
From Tchaikovsky to Tin Pan Alley 
by Sandy Burnett

16 Hook Choral Society Carol Concert 
at St John’s Church, Hook, RG27 
9EG. Tickets £15  
7.30pm

18 Retirement Coffee Morning, 
Sherborne St John Village Hall 
10.00am – 12.00

Notify Claiming Dates to Lindsay 
Berry on lindsayberry0@gmail.com or 
message on 07775 800955
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Is Advent more than
a calendar?

Suggested donation of  £5

To book please contact Jenny 
07770786667 
jennycooke@outlook.com

WOMEN’S EVENT AT SSJ VILLAGE HALL       
SATURDAY 25 NOVEMBER 2023      7.30-9.30PM

Join us to make an Advent decoration, enjoy wine and
grazing boards and hear a short talk from the Bible.
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Services for Nov/Dec 2023

Sunday Mass will be celebrated at the Church of St Bede, Popley at the following times:  9.00am  11.00am  6.30pm

Weekday Mass 

Tuesday Church of St Bede, Popley 9.30am * Friday HG Church, Basingstoke 9.30am *
Wednesday HG Church, Basingstoke 9.30am * Saturday Church of St Bede, Popley 9.30am *
Thursday Church of St Bede, Popley 9.30am *   * Time & Venue could vary

Roman Catholic Services (Tel: 819772)

The Services at St Andrew’s are live streamed on our YouTube channel and are available to watch afterwards. 
Visit https://www.youtube.com/c/ParishoftheSherborneswithPamber  or the link on our website under the Resources Menu.

Sunday Club for children from School year R and upwards will meet during the service. 
For more information please contact Caroline Elphick on 01256 851384

Creche – there are a few toys available for use in the Bell Tower, but this will be unsupervised.
05 November 
10am The Lord’s Supper St Andrew’s
Jonah’s anger but The Lord’s compassion Jonah 4 Revd Stewart Deering

12 November – Remembrance Sunday 
10am Remembrance Service St Andrew’s 
God, our refuge  Psalm 46  Revd Stewart Deering 
10am Remembrance service All Saints
God, our refuge Psalm 46 Steve Howe                                    

19 November
10am Morning Worship St Andrew’s                                                                              
Where is your confidence? Philippians 3:1-11 Revd Stewart Deering                                                                                                                                       

26 November
10am Morning Worship  St Andrew’s
Where is your citizenship?  Philippians 3:12:4:1 Steve Howe      
10am The Lord’s Supper Pamber Priory
Where is your citizenship? Philippians 3:12:4:1  Revd Stewart Deering                                                                             

03 December
10am The Lord’s Supper                                                  St Andrew’s
Where is your trust? Philippians 4:2-23 Revd Stewart Deering   

10 December
10am Morning Worship  St Andrew’s 
Mary sings for joy Luke 1:46-56 Bret Rohlof
10am   The Lord’s Supper  All Saints’
Mary sings for joy  Luke 1:46-56 Revd Stewart Deering

St Andrew’s  Sherborne St John           All Saints Monk Sherborne           The Priory  Pamber End
www.sherborneswithpamber.org       fb: facebook.com/sherborneswithpamber

Harry Billinge was just 18 years old 
when he landed on Gold Beach on 
the North coast of France on 6th June 
1944. He was one of only four from his 
unit who made it out alive. 75 years 
later Harry was appointed an MBE for 
his tireless efforts raising funds for the 
British Normandy Memorial. In an 
interview he remarked, “I’m no hero. 
All of the heroes are dead, and I’ll never 
forget them.”

Harry wanted to make sure we 
remembered them too, heroes who had 
laid down their lives to win our peace 
and freedom. In a world still being torn 
apart by violence, remembering heroes 
gives us hope. Harry’s wife shared that 
just before he died last year, some of his 
last words were, “love one another.” He 
never lost his hope. 

Hope that is ultimately fulfilled in the 
Lord Jesus. He showed his love for the 
world when he died for us on the cross, 
waging war on sin and death. Declaring 
victory when he rose three days later, 
he returned to his Father in heaven, 
but not without promising he would be 
back. A promise picked up in Psalm 46, 
our Bible Reading for Remembrance 
Sunday. 

“He makes wars cease to the ends of the 
earth. He breaks the bow and shatters 

the spear; 
he burns the 
shields with 
fire. He says, 
‘Be still, and 
know that I 
am God; I will 
be exalted among the nations, I will be 
exalted in the earth.’

As we remember heroes, let’s do so 
with the hope of this promise of forever 
peace. Details of our Remembrance 
services are shown below, everyone is 
welcome.

Rev. Stewart Deering

Mob: 07359 717577 
Tel: 01256 647900 
stewart.deering@
sherborneswithpamber.org

Remembering Heroes

MIDWEEK
Home Groups - meet in the weeks of Monday 11th & 27th November & 11th December 

PCC – Monday 20th November 8pm – Parish Room 
Opportunities to pray together

Every Wednesday at 12noon for half an hour in one of our churches:
1st Nov: St Andrew’s • 8th Nov: St Andrew’s • 15th Nov: All Saints’ • 22nd Nov: St Andrew’s 

29th Nov: The Priory • 6th Dec: St Andrew’s • 13th Dec: All Saints’ • 20th Dec: St Andrew’s
The 1st Sunday of the Month: 

5th Nov, 3rd Dec 8.30-9.30am in the Parish room
The 2nd Saturday of the month:

11th Nov, 9th Dec 7.30-8.30pm in the Rectory
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Little Acorns Toddler Group

Sherborne St John Primary School
It has been a busy time at Sherborne St 
John C of E Primary School. We need to 

start with a big 
congratulations 
to our conker 
tournament 
winners. It was 
a fierce battle 
but lots of fun 
was had along 
the way.  

A big well done to Cody and Chiazam

This month, we will be showing our 
respect to those who have served during 
the period of Remembrance. We sell 
poppies in school and children who 
attend clubs like Beavers and Brownies 

will wear their uniforms to school as a 
mark of respect. 

We also support the Children in Need 
charity each year with our very own 
Cake Sale. The School Council are 
responsible for organising and running 
this event. It is a great way to raise 
awareness of the small things we can do 
to make a difference for others. 

Our school governors continue to work 
hard to ensure support and challenge 
for the school. We currently have a 
vacancy for a Local Authority governor. 
We would like to find someone who 
has finance and/or health and safety 
experience to join our team. If you 
think you could add value to our strong 
team of governors, please contact the 

school office: adminoffice@sherborne-
st-john.hants.sch.uk and we can tell 
you more about the role and find out 
more about you. 

Finally, for those of you still looking 
at school places for your child in 
September 2024, the deadline for 
applications is in January. We are 
very happy to provide tours with our 
Ambassadors so that you can see the 
school in action.  
Please do get in touch with Mrs Hale 
or Mrs Cook in the school office to 
arrange this: 01256 850180

 

Sherbert

SSJ School Villager Correspondent

Wednesday mornings during term time in 
SSJ Village Hall - 10 –11.30

Bumps, Babes and Tots – all welcome

• Free play   • Story telling and songs

Phone Liz on 01256  850800

Sherborne St John Parish Council
Comings and Goings
After a number of false starts we at 
long last have a new Parish Clerk, Dan 
Faulkner. Dan comes to us from a 
previous Clerks role for a large council 
on the Isle of Wight. The Parish council 
look forward to working with Dan in 
the future. Welcome Dan to SSJ  With 
the new Clerk it means we say goodbye 
to our locum, Mel Camilleri, who has 
been with us for over a year. Mel guided 
us through some turbulent times. The 
Parish Council wish her well in her 
future endeavours.

Sherbornes with Pamber/St. Andrews
The Parish has a new vicar, the Revd. 
Stewart Deering. I’ve met Stewart a 
couple of times and he attended our 
last Parish Meeting. All I would say is 
that I think the Parish is lucky to have a 
Vicar of Stewart’s beliefs and positivity 
as its new Vicar. The Parish Council 
looks forward to working with Stewart 
going forward. 

Welcome Stewart, Becky and their 
children, Henry, Toby and Annie to  
the Parish.

Parish Office 
With the new Clerk now in role the 
Parish Council are looking to set up a 
Parish Office in the Village hall. The 
office would be available a half day a 
week and would be the first port of 
call for Parishioners to engage with the 
Parish Council.

Details need to be finalised and I would 
hope that dates/times will be published in 
the next Villager issue.

SSJ Neighbourhood Plan 
The final draft of the revised 
Neighbourhood Plan has been submitted 
to BDBC and other statutory authorities 
for their review and sign-off.

Part of this process is a 6 week review 
for Parishioners to have their views 
considered. 

The Parish Council hopes that you 
managed to attend the open forum on 
the 6th October to take a look at the 
revised SSJ Neighbourhood Plan and to 
submit your comments on the same. 

For those of you who were unable to 
attend full details of how to get your 
review comments considered can 

be found on the SSJ web site,www.
sherbornestjohn-pc.gov.uk.

The Neighbourhood Plan and associated 
documents are available for review online 
at www.ssj-np.co.uk. On the www.ssj-
np.co.uk website, you will also find an 
electronic questionnaire where you can 
submit your comments.

The Parish Council’s point of contact  
for the revised Neighbourhood Plan 
remains Cll Rowley, james.rowley@
sherbornestjohn-pc.gov.uk. However 
please copy the Clerk, clerk@
sherbornestjohn-pc.gov.uk on any emails 
you may send to Cllr. Rowley 

The view from BDBC is that SSJ will not 
be required to take any more housing 
development BUT….

Planning
With the BDBC delay, approximately  1 
year, in moving forward with the new 
Local Plan, this in turn delays the new 
SSJ Neighbourhood plan.

This delay has seen developers submit 
a number of applications, two of which 
impact SSJ;

- Weybrook Farm ( 220 houses )

- Kiln Farm ( 350 houses )

A formal planning application is about 
to be submitted for the Weybrook Farm 
development and the Parish Council 
understands that the application for the 
Kiln Farm development is also being 
developed. These x 2 applications, whilst 
not directly within the Parish, will 
have a major impact on the Parish with 
increased traffic, changes to road layouts 
etc. For example the Weybrook Farm 
application includes the following;

- Up to 220 homes (including 40% 
affordable housing at mix of sizes and 
tenure incl. First Homes)

- Housing mix of predominantly 2 & 3 
bed family houses, with some 1 & 4+  
bed homes

 - A new roundabout from the 
Aldermaston Road (A340), including 
new footway to provide access to two 
new bus stops

Also Rydon Homes are about to appeal 
the decision not to give planning 
permission for the 26 houses at the back 
of Cranesfield. The zero allocation in the 

revised Neighbourhood Plan will be a 
key point in fighting this appeal. 

Speeding 
Like a bad smell this issue never goes 
away and it seems various motor 
cyclists use the A340 as a race track late 
evenings/early mornings.

With the possible new developments at 
Kiln Farm and Weybrook Farm these 
developments can only mean increased 
traffic in and around the village. 
Combine increased traffic with parking 
issues along Vyne Road then what is 
currently an issue on certain days of 
the week and/or times of day, could 
get worse. 

An attendee at the next Parish Council 
meeting, Wednesday, 25th October, 
will be Inspector Paul Freeman from 
Hampshire police. Inspector Freeman 
will listen to our concerns and we in 
turn will listen to his proposals. If you 
do intend to attend on the 25th October, 
please be nice to Inspector Freeman, he is 
but the messenger. 

Chute Pavilion
The next six months will see a number 
of ‘must do’ repairs to the Chute 
initiated. A number of these repairs 
might require the Pavilion to be closed 
for a short period of time. Further 
details to be provided as and when the 
repairs are scheduled.

Lengthsman 
The Lengthsman service has 
unexpectedly ceased. The Parish Council 
has set up an alternative. 

If there are any outstanding jobs around 
the village /parish that you think need 
looking at then please do contact the 
Clerk, clerk@sherbornestjohn-pc.gov.uk

2022/2023 - Finances
The half year review of the Parish Finance 
has shown the Parish is in very good shape. 

General 
The PC meets on the last Wednesday of 
each month in Chute Pavilion
Going forward the planning session will 
start @ 7.15 p.m. and the council meeting 
@ 7.45 p.m. As always it would be good 
to see parishioners at these meetings. 

Richard Morgan 
Chair, SSJ PC 
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WHAT CHORES  
CLEANING & IRONING SERVICE  

For a cleaner Future 

Fixed Price Cleaning - CRB & Insured 
Products & Equipment Supplied 

 

Carpet & Upholstery Cleaning – End Tenancy  
Spring Cleans – One Off Clean 

Tel: 07954794817     
Tel: (01256) 412369 

www.whatchorescleaning.co.uk  
 

CALL US 01256 358 940
www.bobberryfencing.co.uk

Over 35 years experience in all types of domestic, 
commercial  and  industrial  fencing based in Sherborne St John

FREE estimates and advice with no obligation  and 
good quality workmanship are GUARANTEED

WHAT CHORES  
CLEANING & IRONING SERVICE  

For a cleaner Future 
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01256 889215  07747 015494
emma@thehaye.co.uk

ADVERTISE HERE
CALL Emma Foreman

Monk Sherborne Parish Council
Parish Council AGM
On Wednesday 20th of September there 
was a meeting of the Parish Council, 
it was sparsely attended and was a 
relatively quick meeting.
We always welcome members of the 
public and encourage them to attend if 
they have topics they would like to discuss.
Furthermore, We still have two 
vacancies on the council and urge 
anyone with an interest in their 
community to come forward.

Village Play Area
The Village Play Area continues to be a 
key topic of discussion and we continue 
to investigate sources of funding to help 
with the complete refurbishment of 
the equipment.  We have an offer from 
Manydown as one source of funding we 

are just waiting for the full details.
Once again, the Village Hall donated the 
proceeds of the Village Fete to the fund.

Highways
The state of the roads in the Parish 
continues to be an item of discussion 
and since the meeting we are starting to 
see some marking of potholes has taken 
place and we wait to see the outcome if 
any work actually happens.
One related item concerns reminding 
parishioners of their responsibility 
when it comes to hedges surrounding 
their properties.  It was noted that 
some of the lanes have a major issue 
with ‘line of sight’ where the hedges are 
now encroaching so far they are posing 
a potential danger for road users. I 
personally had a recent incident when I 

came around one bend to find a cyclist 
in the middle of the road, we were both 
pushed into the situation by hedges 
coming out into the carriageway.
It is the property owner’s responsibility 
to maintain their hedges in such a way 
not to cause problems to road users.

Solar Farm
Despite the Council completing 
their review of the proposals and the 
company promising to keep us in the 
loop regarding their plans and progress 
we have not heard from them so have 
nothing we can report to you.
The next meeting is on Wednesday 1st 
of November at 19.15pm

Paul Cave 
Parish Councillor

All Saints Harvest Workshop
On Friday 6th October there was a 
workshop in Monk Sherborne Village 
hall to create decorations for All Saints 
Church’s Harvest festival service on 
the Sunday. We had children from 
both Monk Sherborne and Sherborne 
and their Mums and Grandmothers, 
all getting sticky fingers from dough 
for the bread and glue from creating 
decorated jam jars for flowers and 
boxes for the fruit and veg. A great 
time was had by all and the Church 
on Sunday looked lovely, a reminder 
of what the Harvest Service is all 
about. Our new vicar Stewart Deering 
and his wife Becky came along with 
their children and seemed to enjoy 
getting hands on. The produce was 
then donated to the Foodbank in 
Basingstoke and I am sure much 
appreciated.

A big “Thank You” to Simon at 
Bramley Bakeries for supplying all 
the dough for the children to plait 
and mould into loaves - the finished 
products were delicious!

Sheila Mellor
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Hampshire County Councillor report 
– Calleva Division Autumn 2023
1. HCC financial planning 

this autumn
The financial challenges facing the County 
Council, and local government nationally, 
are well documented. Each year, it costs 
more to deliver public services, but the 
money received from central Government 
and council tax increases is not enough 
to meet the extra costs, which results 
in a deficit. High inflation and growing 
demand for local services means that in 
the two years up to the 2025/26 financial 
year, the budget shortfall is expected to 
rise considerably to £132m, one of the 
biggest deficits the County Council has 
ever faced.

Proposals this autumn set out options for 
how Hampshire County Council could 
close this budget gap and comes on top 
of over £0.6bn of spending reductions 
already delivered since the start of 
national austerity.  Hampshire is in a 
better financial position than most other 
county councils, and while the Authority’s 
finances are stable until 2025/26, future 
stability relies on central Government 
fundamentally changing the way that 
local government services are funded, 
or reducing what councils are legally 
required to deliver.

In the absence of any immediate 
Government action in this regard, 
Hampshire County Council must plan on 
the basis of closing the budget gap itself, 
applying a combination of tactics to help 
balance the books, including changing 
and reducing services and delivering only 
those services which the council must 
legally provide.

A final decision is to be made by the full 
county council in November. After this, 
some proposals may then be subject to 
furthe more detailed public consultation.

2. Transforming in-house 
nursing and specialist care

A ten week public consultation is now 
underway on proposals that would see 
£173 million invested over the next five 
to six years to transform and expand 
the future of nursing and specialist 
accommodation directly provided by 
HCC for the county’s growing older 

population. The proposals recommend 
concentrating on the delivery of specialist 
nursing care, complex dementia care and 
short-term support – to either prevent a 
hospital admission or support a hospital 
discharge, so ensuring care could be 
provided more cost effectively.

The proposals include: 

• building new nursing homes in Havant, 
Winchester and the New Forest

• modernising and expanding care 
at existing homes in Basingstoke, 
Aldershot and Emsworth

• withdrawing over time from the direct 
provision of residential care, with the 
closure of a number of the council’s 
older homes.

More detail and a link to the consultation 
can be found at https://hampshirecc.
welcomesyourfeedback.net/s/HCC-
Care2023. 

The consolation closes on 12 November 
2023 with a final decision expected in 
February next year. 

3. Countryside Services - 
Parish Pages

Parishes, town councils and other local 
groups may find the Parish Pages page 
on the HCC website a useful source 
of countryside information, including 
opportunities for grants and funding, 
information about Parish Pollinators, 
becoming a Volunteer, Countryside 
Canines and a guide to rights of way for 
parishes and communities. In addition, 
the Definitive Map is useful in identifying 
and locating rights of ways - 

www.hants.gov.uk/
landplanningandenvironment/
rightsofway/definitivemap

4. Increased payments to 
local residents hosting 
Ukrainian families

The county council has announced that it 
will be paying an extra £200 per month to 
all Hampshire residents hosting Ukrainian 
guests as part of the Government’s Homes 
for Ukraine Scheme, until the end of 
March 2024. This takes the monthly 

payment to £700, which is above the 
Government’s current guidance for local 
authorities.

5. Funding to save the UK’s 
rarest orchids

Hampshire County Council has secured 
£98,000 funding from Natural England 
to help rare helleborine orchids to thrive. 
The conservation project aims to create 
protected habitats for the endangered 
plants at sites in East Hampshire.

6. New police stations 
for Hampshire

The Police and Crime Commissioner 
for Hampshire and the Isle of Wight, 
Donna Jones, has announced a plan to 
open ten more police stations and front 
counters over the next eighteen months, 
with the aim of increasing police visibility 
and making them more accessible to the 
public. 

The number of police front counters will 
increase from 13 to 23, with new front 
counters in Cowes, Portsmouth Central, 
Park Gate, Petersfield, Totton, Ryde, 
Yateley, Eastleigh, Cosham and Gosport.

Cllr Rhydian Vaughan MBE

Fb.com/tellrhydian

01256 889215  07747 015494
emma@thehaye.co.uk

ADVERTISE HERE
CALL Emma Foreman

News from the Pambers  
&  Little London
Hello everyone,

Another beautiful day in our rural community, and I am 
currently looking out over the beginnings of some fantastic 
autumnal colour, complementing the dahlias, curiously late 
this year. We are cautiously optimistic about a last lunch in the 
garden today, unusual for the second week in October. If only 
this lovely weather were not indicative of something rather 
less pleasant.

I imagine many of you were 
able to enjoy the paintings 
and gardens to be seen during 
Hampshire Open Studios week.  
One such studio was that of 
Jenny Kennish and Len Murrell 
in Little London, and I am 
delighted to introduce them as 
our Meet the Villagers guests.  
They have a truly fabulous 
garden, complete with dovecot, 

water feature, ornaments and a vast array of plants. Visitors 
are encouraged to wander through 
the garden and help themselves to 
refreshments.  And then there are the 
paintings.  Jenny uses acrylic or coloured 
pencil to produce wildlife, landscape and 
floral paintings;  Len uses oils to portray 
maritime, village and river scenes. How 
lucky we are to have such talented artists 
in our midst.  Thank you Jenny and Len. 
I look forward to visiting you – and any 
other local artists – next year.

From the sublime to the ridiculous….. Speedwatch.  We are 
having some success alerting the Police to people speeding in 
our area and know that our work is appreciated.  We would 
be even more successful were there to be more volunteers.  
It’s a very straightforward task and you don’t need to be the 
one pointing the radar gun if you don’t feel comfortable with 
that!  I don’t.  We have had some staggering statistics from the 
SIDs – Speed Indicator Devices. I have decided not to reveal 
the most egregious offences for fear that some bizarre people 
may see that as a challenge.  Suffice it to say certain offenders 
would have risked a hefty fine or being banned had they been 
caught……. on the motorway.

And lastly … delivery of this august 
publication.  I have now joined the 
delivery team to help out David Cullum 
who has been doing sterling service for 
many years now.  This is obviously his 
secret to looking very much younger 
than his actual years.  Thank you, David, 
and indeed all deliverers. And thank 
you, too, to the various recipients whom I met and who said 
how much they enjoyed the magazine!

Until next month,

B 🐝 bdownes.villager@gmail.com
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Foremost
Tree Surgeons Ltd 

Private & Domestic Enquiries
Tree Felling, Tree Pruning, Stump Grinding, Tree Thinning, 
Tree Reduction, Landscaping and Fencing

Commercial Enquiries
Site Clearance, Developers, Electricity Board Approved, Council Approved

Other Services
Tree Surveys, Tree Reports, Tree Inspections, Technical Plans Provided, 
Logs and Chipping Supplied

ALL WORK GUARANTEED
FULL EMPLOYERS LIABILITY / £10 MILLION COVER
NCH. ARB & Nptc TRAINED STAFF

Call today on: 01256 814602
Greenacres Nursery, Aldermaston Road, Pamber Green, Tadley, Hants, RG26 3AF

www.foremosttreesurgeons.co.ukinfo@foremosttreesurgeons.co.uk

Licence No: 2063

CALL FOR 

YOUR FREE

ESTIM
ATE

01256 889215  
07747 015494

emma@thehaye.co.uk

ADVERTISE 
HERE 

CALL Emma Foreman

FOR ALL YOUR SWIMMING POOL 
REQUIREMENTS

Design and Build New Liner and 
Concrete Pools
 Renovation and Repair
 Service and Maintenance
 Auto Covers and Cleaners
 Chemicals and Accessories

Harlequin Swimming Pools Ltd

01962 774004

sales@harlequinpools.co.uk
www.harlequinpools.co.uk Reliable, personal service since 1973
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Aldermaston Road, Pamber End, Tadley RG26 5QW

Christmas Shop  Decorations  Gifts 
Festive Tablewear  Wreaths  Lights

 Arti�cial Christmas Trees
From late November freshly cut Christmas Trees

Elm Park Garden Centre

www.elmparkgardencentre.co.uk
 Tel 01256 850587

        Like and Share us on Facebook

Prestige & 4x4  |  Finance & PCP Packages  |  Extended Warranty 
GAP Insurance  |  Part Exchange  |  Indoor Showroom   |  FCA Approved

Used Vehicles in Hampshire

Tel: 01256 334363  Email: o�ce@moorelands.com
www.moorelands.com

Will Writing, Estate Planning
& Lasting Powers of Attorney

- A friendly, accessible and quality service

A member of the
Society of Will Writers

Contact: Clare Datta
m: 07810 455 581
t: 01256 896 336

e: claredatta@whitchurchwills.co.uk
w: www.whitchurchwills.co.uk

36 Hillside, Whitchurch, Hampshire, RG28 7SN

ontactt: CCClllare Datta

- NOW OFFERING -
PROBATE SERVICES

Beau’s Blog
Normally I enjoy a nice walk with the 
Mrs but one day last week it was totally 
spoilt as we had to keep stopping every 
few minutes so the Mrs could collect 
this bag full of items!  I admit there 
are a lot of peculiar smells and items 
along the edge of our route which 
I sometimes stop to investigate but 
usually ignore as they are of no interest 
to me:- seldom something edible, not 
the scent of another animal which 
always interests me, and usually pretty 
boring but the Mrs seems to have 
started taking an interest in collecting 
these random items whilst grumbling to 
herself about thoughtless people. 

She sometimes carries a stick but on 
this day a thin blue job appeared with 
a wicked grabber on the end which I 
managed to avoid at all costs until I 
realised it was not meant for me….

When we walk along the road towards 
the fields I have to stop every time a car 
comes along behind us as there is no 
footpath to walk along safely.  Luckily 
the Mrs’ hearing has been heightened 

recently by some mechanical means 
that I don’t understand but she can hear 
every noise I make and luckily most 
cars coming up behind us, but I do 
worry about the scentless silent ones…..
cars I mean.

Just as I am getting into my stride she 
gives the command to “sit”, even when 
the coast is clear, and she darts across to 
the opposite side of the road to operate 
her grappling stick snatching another 
piece of rubbish she has spied glinting 
in the grass verge and adding it to her 
collection in the bag.  She became quite 
adept at it and by the time we returned 
home her bag was full.  

Personally I would prefer her to become 
more adept at throwing a stick for me to 
chase and retrieve.  I can’t understand 
where all this rubbish comes from or 
why the Mrs wants to collect it but at 
least now it’s done it won’t be spoiling 
my walk any more…….

http://beauregardsdogblog.blogspot.com
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SSJ Tennis Club           
Congratulations to our SSJ Ladies team who came 2nd in 
Division 3 of the Basingstoke Tennis League this summer

Maria Saunders captained team which consists of Tasha 
Chappell, Lesley Flynn, Sally Gridley, Paula Munns, Lisa 
Penney, Rosie Pope, Tisha Selway and Clare Smiley.

SWP Parish News:
On Saturday, 14th October Andy Spence was licensed as a 
Lay Preacher by Bishop David at Winchester Cathedral.  
A group of church friends was there to support Andy.Sherborne St. John 

Short Mat Bowls Club
We meet at the Chute Pavilion every Thursday afternoon 
between 2.30pm and 4.30pm. As we start a new season we are 
seeking new members to join us to enjoy a friendly afternoon 
of bowls. You do not need to have played previously and we 
have woods that you are able to use. So do please come and 
give the game a try. We will be pleased to see you.

Contact can be made with Les Bone, tel: 01256 850973  
email skerryvore1@btinternet.com  
or Philip Ware telephone 01256 328842  
email warephilip14@gmail.com

Basingstoke Civil Service 
Retirement Fellowship

There were 46 members and 1 visitor at 
the meeting held on 4th October who 
after the usual tea, coffee and biscuits, 
were welcomed by the Chairman, David 
Cowling.  He then gave apologies and 
congratulated those with birthdays 
this month before handing over to the 
Secretary, Tony Brazier, who detailed 
the arrangements for the Mystery Trip 
on 19th October and the Christmas 
Lunch on 14th December.  He also 
asked everyone to collect a copy of 
the programme of speakers and trips 
for 2024 which was now available.  
Welfare Officer, Christine Broadbent 
had nothing new to report and was still 
in contact with those members who 
needed any assistance.

Our speaker this month was Richard 
Court whose talk was titled ‘Travels 
in Tanzania’ and he started by stating 
that his interest in the country started 
while working there 15 years ago and 
was further enhance when his son 
undertook a climb up Kilimanjaro some 
years later.  He then gave us some facts 
and figures about the country and its 
geography where the main industries 
are mining and tourism.  He followed 
this, with the aid of photographs and 
videos, by detailing his trips there.  
The main impression given was one of 
vastness, beautiful scenery, poverty and 
the friendliness of the people.  Along 
with this was the abundant wildlife and 
sometimes close encounters with lions, 
leopards and elephants.  He is planning 
another visit there early next year when 
he hopes to see more of the country and 
what it has to offer as well as further 
engaging with some of the locals.

Our November talk is by Di Lewis from 
Citizens Advice and in December we 
have our usual Christmas festivities 
and buffet.

The group meets on the first Wednesday 
of each month at the Brookvale Village 
Hall from 10 am to 12 noon and all 
retired Civil Servants, their relatives and 
friends are welcome.  Further details 
about the group and information about 
our meetings and trips can be obtained 
by contacting csrfbasingstoke@gmail.
com.

David Cowling

Probus Hears About Thelwell

Readers, probably over the age of 
thirty-five, when the name of Thelwell 
is mentioned, will remember iconic 
subjects of small, fat, hairy ponies 
ridden at full tilt by alarming young 
ladies. Indeed, the Thelwell pony has 
become part of the English language.

But, as speaker Tim Craven explained, 
Norman Thelwell’s range as a cartoonist 
went far beyond ponies and included 
fishing, gardening, house hunting, 
motoring, sailing, dogs, cats, farming, 
stately homes, children and country 
pursuits, all given the Thelwell 
treatment. There was much more to this 
artist than first appears as the speaker 
went on to outline.

Life for Norman Thelwell had started 
in lowly circumstances, born into a 
terraced house near Birkenhead, he just 
had a natural affinity for drawing. A 
pencil sketch of a self-portrait created 
when he was only ten demonstrated his 
skill.  Joining the army at eighteen in 
1941 his artistic talent kept him away 
from hostilities, even when in India 
he became involved in producing the 

Victory magazine which prevented him 
from action in Burma.

His time in the army enabled him to 
develop cartoon illustrations of military 
life. He came to recognise that selling a 
picture to a magazine was worth more 
than a month’s army pay so it dawned 
on him that there could be a living to be 
made using his artistic talent.

Formal artistic education at 
Nottingham and Gateshead schools 
of art was followed by a degree at 
Liverpool School of Art so it was 
natural that he became an art teacher. 
He persevered with expanding freelance 
work until it reached such a level that 
he decided to go completely freelance as 
an artist. He worked in this manner for 
Punch Magazine for twenty-five years 
during which time he produced over 
1,500 cartoons and sixty front covers. 
National newspapers were another 
outlet for his work.

Tim Craven was the curator at 
Southampton City Art Gallery when, 
in 2001, he received a phone call from 
Mrs Thelwell about the conservation 
of water colour paintings. By this time 
Norman Thelwell was outside the 
mainstream of being a public figure 
and had lived for thirty-five years near 
Romsey in Hampshire, so Tim was 
eager to become involved in conserving 
the extensive work of this local world-
famous artist. 

There was a large quantity of paintings 
to consider but what became apparent 
was that while cartoons had made 
him famous having published 32 
books, selling over two million copies 
which had been translated into several 
languages and earned him a good 
living, it was his interest in painting 
landscapes that was his real passion. 
The quality of work was so good that 
Thelwell’s country scenes could sit 
alongside those of the greatest English 
artists.

Thelwell was very much an adopted 
countryman and did his best to support 
the protection of rural England and 
especially the Test valley fighting 
against gravel extraction. There have 
been several exhibitions of Thelwell’s 
artwork, showing his various styles that 
were curated by Tim Craven with one 
exhibition attracting 64,000 visitors. 
Today, a century after his birth, it is still 
possible to 
use Thelwell’s 
images for 
many types of 
merchandising 
opportunities, 
so the 
drawings of 
his small, fat, 
hairy ponies 
continue.

See www.probusbasingstoke.club

01256 889215  
07747 015494

emma@thehaye.co.uk

ADVERTISE 
HERE 

CALL Emma Foreman



18 19

01256 688648
 Call Pete to book a FREE survey & quotation

All Seasons
Window Cleaning

Reliably serving the community for over 20 years

Additional services include:
• Driveway cleaning •

• Cladding/signage cleaning •
• Gutter/fascia/soffit cleaning •
• Conservatory roof cleaning •
• Pure water - no chemicals •

Call STEVE on 01256 353727
Email: info@allseasonswindowcleaning.com
Web: www.allseasonswindowcleaning.com
www.facebook.com/allseasonswindowcleaninguk
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The Vyne

Glittering frost crunching underfoot 
and cold air in your lungs as the low 
winter sun sends golden beams across 
the Hampshire countryside are all 
tell-tale signs of the season. Wellies 
at the ready, Morgaston Woods offers 
three circular waymarked routes where 
you can blow away the cobwebs. In the 
tea-room you can order favourites such 
as coconut hot chocolate and warming 
parsnip and ginger cake. In the shop you 
can browse seasonal must-haves and 
Christmas gifts. With winter opening 
times now in effect, the house is open 
weekends only until 24 November. 
After this, the decorated ground floor 
of the house will be open daily for the 
Christmas period. 

Nutcracker Christmas at The Vyne 
25 Nov – 1 Jan (closed 24 & 25 Dec)
House 11am-3pm | Gardens 10am-4pm 
Immerse yourself in the magic of 
this festive tale as you explore the 
luxuriously decorated ground floor 
of the house open daily 11am-3pm. 
Families can follow our heroes Clara 
and the Nutcracker as they defeat 
the villainous Mouse King on indoor 
and outdoor trails. Look out for 
plucky gingerbread men, pirouetting 
snowflakes and savour the sight of a 
sumptuous banquet in the ‘Land of 
Sweets’. When you need to refuel you 
can order steaming hot chocolates, 
coffees or something a little stronger in 
the cosy Brewhouse tea-room. You’ll 
find a range of festive gifts in the shop. 

Nutcracker house trail 
25 Nov – 1 Jan (closed 24 & 25 Dec) 
11am-3pm last entry 2.30pm 
Immersed in magical surroundings, 
all ages can explore the ground floor 
of the house sumptuously decorated to 
tell this much-loved Christmas tale. On 

your way round, look out for little gold 
nutcrackers, sweet thrones to sit in and 
have a photo and a Christmas wish tree. 
Trail sheet available at Visitor Reception 
for £1.50 (house and garden trail all in 
one trail sheet). 

Nutcracker garden trail 
25 Nov – 1 Jan (closed 24 & 25 Dec) 
10am-4pm last entry 3pm 

Pulling on your walking boots, on a 
circuit of The Vyne’s magnificent lake, 
young explorers can keep their eyes 
peeled for swans, ballerinas and the 
North Lawn full of nutcracker soldiers. 
Trail sheet available at Visitor Reception 
for £1.50 (house and garden trail all in 
one trail sheet). 

More information at nationaltrust.org.
uk/visit/hampshire/the-vyne

SINGING WITH PASSION
Hook Choral Society’s autumn concert will be given 
on Saturday, November 25th in St. John’s Church, 
London Road, Hook RG27 9EG at 7.30pm. 

The concert will unfold a wonderfully varied soundscape, 
ranging from Pergolesi to Bruckner via Haydn, Schubert,  
Mendelssohn and Brahms. 

Tickets are £15.00 (13.50 for a group of 4 or more).

They are available from www.hookchoral.co.uk or by 
phone from 07957293641. 

If you would like to have a foretaste of these pleasures, 
drop in to a rehearsal any Tuesday evening from 7.45pm 
at St. John’s Church, London Road, Hook.

Meanwhile, you may want to put a note in your diary for Saturday December 
16th, when the ever-popular Carol Concert will be held, also at St. John’s 

Church. Tickets for this event always go quickly, so don’t miss out!

At the concert held in St Andrew’s Church, SSJ in early 
October an amazing £300 was raised to go towards the cost of 
repairing the stained glass window in the church.

It was a wonderful concert by the choir and included 2 arias 
sung by Jenny Spence of Pamber End.  The conductor of the 
choir, Dai Ogden,  also lives in the SWP Parish.
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Basingstoke Cats Protection 
currently have 10 cats on 
our waiting list who we so 
desperately want to help… 
but with all our current foster 
homes full of felines there is 
little we can do.

We are looking for fosterers, 
either indoor or in an 
outdoor enclosure which is 
provided by Cats Protection 
(approximate size 13ft x 4ft 
or 4m x 1.2m).  Full training 
will be provided and all 
expenses are covered by Cats 
Protection – food, litter, 
bedding and electricity.

Fostering is an incredible 
experience guaranteed to 
give you an extreme sense of 
joy, achievement and pride. 
The days spent in a loving 
foster home make the world 
of difference for our cats and 
kittens, setting them up for a 
lifetime of happiness 🐱
PLEASE consider opening 
your home and heart to a cat 
in need; if you cannot foster, 
please spread the word to 
anyone who may be able to 
help us.

Your Local Cats 
Protection Branch 

Needs You!!

If you’re interested in finding out 
more, please contact Lynne at 

adoption@basingstoke.cats.org.uk 
or call our enquiries line on 

01256 584544.

The Royal British Legion
BRAMLEY & DISTRICT NEWS

Lt  Gen Sir Mark Mans KCB CBE DL 
was the principal guest at our annual 
branch dinner held at Sherfield Oaks 
Golf Club on 6 October. He was 
accompanied by Lady Jane Mans. After 
a lovely meal prepared and served by 
the club staff, Sir Mark spoke about 
the history and development of county 
Deputy Lieutenants, a post he holds in 
Hampshire.

He then presented Branch Certificates 
of Appreciation to three long-standing 
branch officers: Steve Day (Treasurer) 
Michael Luck (Poppy Appeal Organiser 
and past Secretary) and Dr John 
Swanston ( Branch Community 
Support/Welfare member.

The season of Remembrance is now 
with us, we are again running the 
Poppy Stall at Basingstoke Hospital 
until 11 November. On that day, Acts 

of Remembrance will be 
held at the War Memorials 
in Sherborne St John and 
at Sherfield at 11am to 
which all are invited. I have 
the privilege of leading 
the Remembrance Sunday 
service at St James Church 
Bramley this year.

On Wednesday 14 November, 
we are gathering informally 
at Sherfield Oaks GC for a 

drink and light lunch from their lite 
bites menu, sandwiches, pizza, burgers, 
etc. Do pop along and join us.

We have no meeting in December. Our 
first meeting in 2024 will be on Tuesday 
9th January, details to follow. So may 
I be among the first to wish all our 
members and supporters a very Happy 
Christmas and a healthy and prosperous 
New Year.

John Morley

Branch Chairman
BramChair484@RBL. Community
07900 892566
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HIS MAJESTY’S ROYAL MARINES 
AT THE ANVIL

Sunday 4th February 2024, 3:00pm
‘A great gift for that difficult to buy for person’

Proceeds to Rotary supported Charities
Basingstoke Deane Rotary has been privileged for 
many years to host the Band of His Majesty’s Royal 
Marines at The Anvil playing to very full houses. We will 
again be able to bring talented musicians to play for us 
and we will welcome them this time in February 2024.

There is always an exciting performance on offer, with 
some military music but you’ll be entertained by a 
variety of music genres, swing band, Pop, classical, and 

comedic pieces. We’ve been 
delighted by music from the 
movies, Bond themes, Star 
Wars and good old-fashioned 
tunes known and enjoyed by 
all ages.

The majestic full concert 
Band of His Majesty’s Royal 
Marines, will include the 
amazing Corps of Drums 

Everyone’s favourites, our 
special guests, The Chelsea 

Pensioners should be with us again to make this a very 
special event.  

Tickets on sale from The Anvil Box Office.

Volunteering for 
St Michael’s Hospice Moonlight Walk

Saturday 30th September

Saw us in Festival Place 
welcoming the amazing 
participants back from the 
Glitter and Glow Moonlight 
walk with Hot and cold 
drinks and tasty treats.  Well 
done to all those who took 

part. You raised over £60,000 to help the St Hospice 
continue the wonderful work it does for our community, 
a fantastic amount. Hopefully you are still glowing with 
pride at your achievement and will be signing up for 
next year, or even taking part in the Reindeer Run, see 
below 

SAVE THE DATE!
St Michael’s Hospice Reindeer Run 

Queen Anne’s Square (Outside Iceland)  
Festival Place 

Sunday 3rd December 2023 at 9:00 am
See the Hospice website to register for the 3K Reindeer 
Run and have a lot of fun whilst raising much needed 
funds for the Hospice.

Basingstoke Deane Rotary will again be volunteering 
to marshal this event. 

CONTACT – Helen Ricketts: helen@highpathway.co.uk  OR  Paul Temple: tempaul45@gmail.com

Basingstoke Deane Rotary is a group of 35 men & women from a wide variety of backgrounds.  
All live locally in the borough but some commute to work outside Basingstoke. Most joined Rotary to help others  
less fortunate, and they find Basingstoke Deane Rotary adds another extremely enjoyable dimension to their lives. 

If you would like to find out more about how we enjoy ourselves, just tune in to www.rcbd.org.uk   
to see what we have coming up, or contact Helen or Paul  above to find out more. We think you’ll be pleasantly surprised.

Facebook: @RotaryBasingstokeDeane | Twitter: @RBstokeDeane

Join Us For our Annual Wine Evening Friday 3rd November 2023
In Monk Sherborne Village Hall at 7pm

“A path less travelled: The lesser known wine regions in Europe” 
plus a three course, home cooked meal. 

Discover a wine from Caviste Wines that you may not have tasted before! Led by Mark 
Bedford our favourite raconteur, a jolly evening is anticipated. £35 per person.

Now that the Sherbornes and Ramsdell are in the NW Hampshire ward, we have invited 
our (new) MP the Right Hon. Kit Malthouse to come and so a chance to find out what is 

really going on in parliament - should you wish to - or how he likes the wine! 
To book your place, contact Sheila Mellor on Sah21@btinternet.com or 0738 832 7515- 

but be quick, places are already being reserved. 
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Basingstoke Window
Cleaning Services

We use a pure water, reach and wash
system which allows us to clean even

the most di
  cult windows

For a free no obligation quotation,
please give us a call 

We also o� er the following services:

 on 
 Simon 
 Dan

Here for you
when you need us...

amongerfuneraldirectors.co.uk

• 24 hour service
• Free bereavement advice and support
• Pre-paid inflation proof funeral plans
• Wide choice of memorials for burials 

Basingstoke
The Old Forge, Sherborne St John, RG24 9LE
01256 851124

Womens Fellowship           
The Women’s 
Fellowship members 
at the October 
meeting were joined 
by Jane Austen’s 
good friend Martha 
Lloyd - AKA Jane 
Glennie.  Martha 

greeted her guests as Jane’s friend 
and ‘experimental housekeeper’ who 
provided what she termed ‘interludes’, 
this particular interlude taking place 
a few days before the family uprooted 
and moved from their four-storey 
house in Castle Square, Southampton, 
to Chawton.  

The year is 1809.  Martha has had 
instructions not to move anything from 
her desk or the surrounding papers 
but Martha, apart from what can only 
be termed a gossip, and a bossy one at 
that, appeared to ‘tidy up’ with the sole 
intention of casting an eye over Jane’s 
stories, poems and, most importantly, 
letters.

Martha interrogated her guests as to 
whether they had remembered  to 
bring a recipe with them.  No? Well no 

matter, they still had a few days before 
she and the Austens moved away so 
could deliver in the next day or so.  

Martha was ten years older than 
Jane, and Jane apparently adored 
her, perhaps in the early days but as 
the years went on possibly not quite 
as much when latterly Martha may 
have overstepped her remit as good 
friend and possibly housekeeper, and 
told Jane what she thought of titles to 
Jane’s books which Martha felt were 

prohibiting her from being published.  
Indeed, Martha considered herself 
to be very much a part of the Austen 
family especially when her sister 
married James, one of Jane’s brothers.

Then tragedy occurred.  Jane’s Father 
died at a similar time to Martha’s 
Mother, which left everyone in great 
financial straits.  Reverends, deceased 
or otherwise, were not known for their 
wealth.  However, another brother of 
Jane’s, Captain Francis Austen, came to 
the rescue when he invited them all to 
go and live with him and his new wife 
Mary, a widow with five children, to 
keep her company during his absences 
at sea.

Jane died in 1817 but, at the age of 62, 
Martha married the now widower 
Captain Francis, thus becoming a  
true Austen.

Speaker Jane Glennie was thanked by 
Pat Burt for giving such an entertaining 
and informative snapshot into the lives 
of Martha Lloyd and Jane Austen.

The next meeting will be on the 5th 
November, 2pm.

Basingstoke Concert Band
invites you to their

Annual Christmas Concert at
Christ Church, Chineham RG24 8LT on

Sunday 10 December 2023 
starting at 3.00pm

Tickets £10 (U16 free) available from:
band members, at the door, 

or visit https://ticketlab.co.uk/event/id/18858

There’s something for everyone, from 
Christmas carols to traditional and modern 
festive arrangements and so much more.

Make this concert the start of your 
Christmas celebrations

 

 

Basingstoke Concert Band 

invites you to their 

Annual Christmas Concert at 

Christ Church, Chineham RG24 8LT on 

Sunday 10 December 2023 starting at 3.00pm 

Tickets £10 (U16 free) available from: 
band members,  at the door,  or visit 

https://ticketlab.co.uk/event/id/18858 
 

There’s something for everyone, from Christmas carols to traditional 
and modern festive arrangements and so much more. 

 
Make this concert the start of your Christmas celebrations 



2928

North Hampshire Prostate Cancer 
Support Group
As a matter of interest our local group 
is now one of the largest in the country, 
with so many men now being diagnosed 
with the disease, and in fact dying 
of it, anything we can do to publicise 
the group’s work will hopefully reduce 
suffering for many.

Pillar boxes – hardly an interesting 
subject for a talk one might think, 
not so when Tony Cross spoke to the 
Group at the September meeting.  He 
explained that prior to the introduction 
of the penny black it was the recipient 
who paid the postage.  The problem 
with that was that some of those doing 
the final delivery ended up carrying a 
large amount of money, making them 
an attractive target for robbery.  When 
first established, one had to buy one’s 
stamp and hand in the letter over the 
post office counter – hardly convenient. 
It did not help that the first stamps 
were neither pregummed or perforated, 
having to be separated by the post office 
using scissors.  He also pointed out that 
British stamps are unique in that they 
do not carry the name of the country.  
It was apparently the Belgians who 
originated the first post boxes followed 
by the French. 

The first post boxes in the UK were 
introduced by Anthony Trollope’, 
initially in 1852 with four boxes in 

Jersey as an experiment, followed by two 
in Guernsey a year later.  The first  boxes 
had vertical slots, with again the oldest 
still existing in the Channel Islands.  So 
were all boxes of a set standard? Tony 
was able with slides to show that to be 
far from the case, with different colours 
in different places, for example those 
in Cyprus being yellow from when we 
ran the island, and the Channel Islands 
in dark blue.  Surprisingly Eire has 
retained the pre independence boxes, 
many with GR for George 5th cast in 
their face, but they are now painted 
green.  He also showed the development 
of dual boxes for town and country, and 
even a multi use version – phone box/
stamp dispenser/pillar box, whilst in the 
Falklands, an old ammunition box has 
been requisitioned.

Initially there was no standard design 
to the boxes, however in 1857 a design 
competition was established with the 
economy version option becoming the 
first standard, which normally also 
included the makers name.  This was 
then changed a few years later to a 
hexagonal shape initially painted green 
– however users experienced difficulty 
locating them so red became the colour 
of choice with ultimately Vermillion 
being today’s chosen colour.  However 
the hexagonal shape proved more 

expensive to produce and so the round 
shape was adopted.  That did not stop 
other boxes appearing, in walls, with 
lampstands on top, with signs, and even 
fixed to poles.

With the introduction of a standard one 
might think that conformity ensued, 
not so! Liverpool as a city introduced its 
own design in 1863, of which 2 boxes 
still remain, and a box outside one of 
the Cambridge colleges is topped with 
spikes – allegedly to stop students from 
using to box for a leg up over the wall 
when climbing back into their college 
out of hours. 

The second part of the meeting was 
allotted to the incontinence team from 
the hospital, who with assistance from 
Essity, part of a major worldwide paper 
producer, are researching the impact of 
surgery and prostate treatments on male 
incontinence and sex life, with many 
members signing up to participate in the 
research at the meeting.  The chairman 
finished by mentioning the progress of 
the ‘Bins for Boys’ campaign and the PC 
UK testing programme of home urine 
tests for microscopic blood inclusion 
– potentially an early sign of health 
problems to come.

Keith Bunker

01256 889215  07747 015494
emma@thehaye.co.uk

ADVERTISE HERE 
CALL Emma Foreman

News from the North Hampshire 
Hospitals Trust
The Lucy Letby case has hit national 
headlines and must be a real concern for 
prospective parents locally: could this 
be repeated in our own hospital?   It is 
reassuring to note that not only is the 
mortality level regularly reviewed, in fact 
each death case is reviewed, but the Trust 
has in place arrangements to prevent a 
similar situation happening here.  

In addition the Trust is ensuring all staff 
are able to speak up, however junior 
they might be, which was a major factor 
in the Letby case.

Patient safety and care is a top priority 
for the Trust, and whilst it may not be 
helpful for those admitted for urgent 
treatment, the Trust will shortly be 
adding a YouTube video to its website 
which will be of real value to those 
being admitted for elective procedures.  
This video covers a wide range of issues, 
including making sure one understands 
what is being said by staff, preventing 
side effects, such as falls or blood clots 
and infections, to being willing to ask 
for help when needed.  At the same 
time the Trust is working hard to instil 
a patient caring culture in all staff, and 
as the citations for many of the ‘Wow’ 
awards confirm (awards to staff for 
going well beyond normal expectations), 
we have some amazing examples of this.

By now most people are aware that a 
new hospital is planned locally with 
public consultation anticipated in the 
near future.  Lord Markham, Parliament 
Under Secretary for Health and Social 
Care, recently visited Basingstoke to 
help understand the need for change.  
He met with both staff and patient 
representatives and was able to give the 
assurance that as the plan for a rolling 

renewal of hospitals across the country 
had been developed with wide cross-
party involvement in Westminster, any 
change of government would be unlikely 
to affect the programme. 

He went on to explain that the planned 
construction methodology was to 
undertake considerable work off site, 
using a bring to site ‘pod’ system.  Not 
only did he highlight the benefits this 
gives to future flexibility of layout as 
healthcare needs change over the years, 
but this method also gains from better 
cost control, faster construction and 
cost savings from standardisation, as 
well as protection from programme 
delays from adverse weather.  He 
further emphasised that by spreading 
the programme over a long period, for 
example about 20 years, this would 
enable suppliers to invest appropriately 
with further productivity gains.  He 
stressed that based upon benefits now 
achieved by Trusts with new hospitals, 
full digitisation of patient information 
was already improving productivity.

It is now widely recognised that the 
NHS is in crisis, its current budget 
is nearly one third of all the money 
the Government collects from us in 
taxation, and many don’t see additional 
funds as making any improvements.  
With many now opting to go private, 
whilst there is real concern that public 
health provision will decline, it shows 
that those better off are prepared to 
spend more on their health. 

For example:-

• Does the NHS need radical surgery? 
For example, do we in this country 
need to move more to the continental 

system with nominal charges for its 
use – clearly with some mitigation for 
those less well off? 

• Does it need to be split into more 
manageable units? 

• How do we fix primary care where 
each GP surgery is a private business, 
because to become a partner, capital 
is required to purchase a share – not 
something young doctors with high 
student loans have in abundance?

As mentioned above, it is planned that 
the public consultation for the new 
hospital will start shortly.   Whilst there 
will be some negative comments on the 
options, the Trust will really appreciate 
positive suggestions on how the options 
might be improved.  It is however hoped 
that many more people engage in the 
consultation than the under 300 people 
who participated in recent governor 
elections which covered a population 
approaching 200,000!  

Likewise, the election of governors will 
be taking place starting at the end of 
October.  Governors represent patient 
interests to the hospital management, 
so this is a vital role.  Why not become 
a Trust member?  This not only entitles 
you to vote, but it will also give you 
more up to date information and 
help you to play a part at this critical 
time.  To  register go to https://www.
hampshirehospitals.nhs.uk/membership 

Keith Bunker
Former Governor

CALL Emma Foreman  01256 889215  07747 015494  emma@thehaye.co.uk
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PROFESSIONAL FOOT CARE IN THE 
COMFORT OF YOUR OWN HOME Fay 
Curtis (MCFHP. MAFHP) fully qualified Foot 
Health Practitioner offers a range of foot services 
including: Toenail cutting, Nail condition 
treatments, Corn removal, Callus reduction, Dry 
and cracked heel remedies, Verruca treatment 
and Diabetic foot care.  To book an appointment 
call Fay on 07780 664410

BEAUTY THERAPIST  Based in my 
professional, relaxing home based salon 
in Pamber Heath.  Treatments offered - 
Gelish Nails, Pedicures, Waxing, Eve Taylor 
Aromatherapy Facials, Lash Lift, Massage, Indian 
Head Massage and Reflexology.  Strict hygiene 
/ cleaning and COVID safe procedures in place.  
Please call or text Amey on 07729421869

THE BASINGSTOKE ARTISAN 
HANDYMAN  Local, trustworthy and reliable. 
A skilled Handyman who can also add a bespoke 
flavour to your projects. Any size job considered, 
quick and simple to complex.  
www.thebartyman.co.uk  07827 216806

JON’S GARDENING & HANDYMAN 
SERVICES  Regular garden maintenance & one 
off jobs. Fencing, Hedges, Pruning, General tidy 
ups and home maintenance. For sensible rates 
and a friendly service please call 07488 347493.

Small Ads
Enquiries and items for inclusion please contact Emma Foreman on 01256 889215/07747 015494  
or emma@thehaye.co.uk
- The advertising rate is £4 per month or £6 for a box entry. Cheques to be made payment to ‘The Villager’. 
-  Payment for advertisements must be received in advance and are limited to 10 lines of type. 
- For information on annual block advertisements please contact Emma Foreman

TSI COMMERCIAL & DOMESTIC BUILDING 
MAINTENANCE. Electrical. Plumbing. 
Capentry or Decorationg. For a quotation, please 
phone 01256 780460 or 07989 940210.

PILLS ARE NOT THE ONLY ANSWER 
Hypnotherapy can bring rapid relief from 
depression and other emotional problems. Local 
practitioner, qualified with 14 years experience. 
Will give free initial consultation. Phone Derek 
Joseph on 01256 850653

DRUM TUITION. Professional musician with 
over 24 years experience. Teaching all aspects of 
drumming from counting, reading, playing to 
tracks, and technique etc. All ages and abilities 
welcome from total beginners to advanced. For 
more info please contact John Lezana on 07947 
728 686  www.johnlezana.com

PRIVATE TUITION IN FRENCH AND 
GERMAN with qualified, experienced, CRB 
checked teachers. All ages and stages, including 
preparation for examinations (CE, GCSE, 
IB, A-level etc.), adult conversation and 
primary/nursery language clubs Daytime 
or evenings, at home, work or school. Call 
Samantha Cruickshank (Language 
Services Specialists) on: 07944 820284 or 
email: scruickshanktutor@yahoo.co.uk

ABLE GARDEN SERVICES Grass and hedge 
cutting, fencing, turfing, patios, planting, tree 
work, gravel drives etc. Please call  
Eddie on 01189 700765 (Pamber Heath) or 
07904 440468

HOUSE CLEANING BY MARIA Reliable and 
affordable services. Experienced, easy going local 
lady, who checks every corner. Ironing services 
also available. References available upon request. 
Email: mariacleaning@live.co.uk,  
tel. 07933316989

BOOKKEEPING SERVICES  River K Solutions 
Ltd, for all your bookkeeping needs. Please 
contact us on 07402173137 for free initial 
consultation or check our website  
www.riverksolutions.co.uk

LARGE 3 BEDROOM TOP FLOOR 
DUPLEX APARTMENT IN THE HEART OF 
CARCASSONNE. In a tree lined square, around 
the corner from all the restaurants, patisseries 
and shops in the old town, on the 3rd and 4th 
floor of a 19th Century building, our apartment 
looks out at the restored UNESCO site of the 
Medieval Cité.   5* Trip Advisor sleeps 6. Phone: 
01256 850058 for more details.

REGISTERED CHILDMINDER based in 
Sherborne St John will have full/part time 
spaces available from July.  Also collecting from 
Sherborne St John school in September.  For 
more information call: 01256 851249

HOME & OFFICE MAINTENANCE 
SERVICES All types of installation and 
maintenance works including electrical, 
plumbing, IT networks, access/security/alarm/ 
attendance systems, carpentry and decorating. 
Cleaning services, secure disposal of office 
document waste. Please call Adam on  
07511 495052. Visa, Master Card, Amex.

LOCAL FOOT HEALTH PRACTITIONER, 
Visiting Practice, Nail Cutting, Callus Removal, 
Corn Removal and other treatments. Contact 
Lynne on 07767 059406

CHEEKY PAWS AND CLAWS Established, 
experienced dog walker. Home visits for all pets.  
Pet sitting. Equestrian/hoofed animals. Fully 
insured. 20 years as a zoo keeper. 
http:/www.facebook.com/cheeky.paws.claws 
email:  kbeeson1@btinternet.com 
07752 414821 (text only)

To book a classified advert for the Villager, 
register with this website. Then search 
for The Villager using any of the searches 
allowed. There is no online payment – 
you can pay by cheque at the end of the 
booking process as normal. Once monies 
are received you will be able to access 
receipts and check your booking history 
from this site.

ONLINE BOOKINGS
All classified adverts can now be 
booked on the website:  
www.fromthesmallestseed.co.uk

PLEASE NOTIFY THE EDITOR OF ANY ALTERATIONS OR CHANGES TO THIS LIST.
THIS IS THE ONLY WAY OF ENSURING THAT THE DETAILS ARE CORRECT

CHURCH OF ENGLAND - SWP Parish Revd Stewart Deering  Mob: 07359 717577      Tel: 01256 647900
    stewart.deering@sherborneswithpamber.org
ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH The Presbytery, Popley Way, Basingstoke 819722
BASINGSTOKE COMMUNITY CHURCH Sarum Hill Centre, Basingstoke  316000
CLERKS TO PARISH COUNCILS
 SSJ             clerk@sherbornestjohn-pc.gov.uk 07714 770940
 MS            Mrs Cally Morris  clerk@monksherborne-pc.gov.uk 07721 076186
 Pamber     Chris Gunnell clerk@pamber-pc.gov.uk 07942 637210
BOROUGH COUNCILLOR for SSJ David McIntyre Cllr.David.McIntyre@basingstoke.gov.uk
BOROUGH COUNCILLOR for Pamber Androulla Johnstone Cllr.Androulla.Johnstone@basingstoke.gov.uk
BASINGSTOKE & DEANE BOROUGH COUNCIL Civic Offices, London Road, Basingstoke 844844
HAMPSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL The Castle, Winchester 01962 841841
HAMPSHIRE POLICE  Non-emergency 101 or 01962 841534
   www.hampshire.police.uk/ro/report/ocr/af/how-to-report-a-crime
NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH ted_wilkinson@btinternet.com                                   01256 850891
NEAREST JOB CENTRE  https://www.jobcentrejobs.co.uk
LOCAL GROUPS
WOMEN’S FELLOWSHIP Mrs Loraine Brown, (Secretary) 01256 590359
RAINBOWS   Caroline Givan: caroline.givan@gmail.com
BROWNIES   TramayneHenwood - ssjbrownies@outlook.com 422083 
GUIDES   Sam Hazlewood - ssjguides@yahoo.com 880132
CUBS   Ms Trish Field 01420 544904
Little Acorns, Bumps/Babes/Toddlers in SSJ Mrs Liz Gwynn 07770 373282
SSJ SOCIAL CLUB   850303
SSJ HISTORY SOCIETY  Mrs Jane Shelvey  jshelvey@lillydown.net
TENNIS CLUB  Paul & Maria Saunders 850430
SSJ RETIREMENT COFFEE MORNING Mrs Margaret Cramer 850390
SUMMIT JUDO CLUB  Mr Len Dunce 07860 435 831
   or Mr Paul Hamilton 07917 005862
YOGA in SSJ Village Hall Mrs Jacqui Morris 881336
SHORT MAT INDOORS BOWLS CLUB Mr Les Bone 850973
FOOTBALL CLUB  Mr Terry Buller       tel.buller@gmail.com 07584 169241
PICCOLO PRE-SCHOOL NURSERY Claudia or Jane        info@piccolopsn.com 07528 726248 
                                      www.piccolopsn.com 
THE VYNE HOUSE (National Trust) Mr Stuart Maughan 01256 883858
SCOTTISH COUNTRY DANCING Mrs J. Hughes          email: tadleysd@gmail.com
BALLET at SSJ Village Hall Jenni Stafford jenni@jsba.uk
VENUE BOOKINGS: 
St Stephen’s Hall Doreen Quilter   07854 280343
MS Village Hall  enquiries@monksherbornevillagehall.org.uk 07759 064220
SSJ Village Hall Shawna Campbell ssjhallbookings@yahoo.com 07726 308431 
The Chute Pavilion Terry Buller tel.buller@gmail.com 07584 169241
HEALTH CARE
NORTH HANTS HOSPITALS NHS TRUST  473202
HANTSDOC   01189 365592
BRAMBLYS GRANGE   467778
CHINEHAM SURGERY   479244
CROWN HEIGHTS MEDICAL CENTRE  329021
CLIFT SURGERY, BRAMLEY  881228
HOLMWOOD, TADLEY  01189 814166
ROOKSDOWN SURGERY  399710
MORELAND SURGERY   0118 9816661
EDUCATION
THE PRIORY PRIMARY ACADEMY TRUST Mr Matt Walsh  (Head teacher) 850062
SSJ PRIMARY SCHOOL  Ms Sarah Jolliffe  (Head teacher) 850180
ST BEDE’S RC PRIMARY SCHOOL Mr Jamie Carroll 473379
PUBLIC SERVICES
CITIZENS ADVICE BUREAU  0808 2787829
BRITISH RAIL NATIONAL ENQUIRIES  0345 484950
BUS STATION (STAGECOACH)  0871 121 0190
LIBRARIES   Basingstoke Town Centre 473901
   Chineham Library 465643
   Tadley Library 0300 555 1387
DIAL-A-RIDE  Monday-Friday 8.30-12.00 am and 2.00-4.15 pm  01256 462101

If we have omitted any organisations, and/or their contact details, we apologise and would welcome any information to keep 
this list up to date and relevant
Nov 2023 Julie Crawley villagermagazine@gmail.com 01256 851003

Contacts
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