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A remote community in Pakistan’s Battagram region 
became the focus of the world’s attention several weeks ago 
when a cable car with eight passengers was left dangling 
900 feet above a deep valley when two out of its three 
cables snapped. Totally helpless, the group relied on a 
dramatic rescue effort involving commandos rapelling 
from helicopters and locals using a wooden bed frame to 
construct an elaborate pulley system. Amazingly, it worked, 
and 12 hours later all seven students and their teacher were 
safely back on solid ground. 

While most of us won’t have faced situations quite as extreme as this, we all reach 
points in our lives when all we can do is cry, “Help!” 

Christianity is often characterised as a “crutch”, a kind of extra help for those who 
need it to get through life. As we continue to explore Philippians in the Bible this 
term, we’re discovering that Christianity was so much more than that for the 
Apostle Paul. For him, as for all Christians, the person at the heart of Christianity, 
Jesus Christ, is not just the one we lean on when life gets hard. Christ is everything: 
he made us, loves us, rescues us, forgives us, transforms us, and promises us a future 
that will be better by far than anything this life offers.  

As we celebrate Harvest this month, we follow centuries of tradition of giving 
thanks to God for his provision of the food that has been produced that year, 
acknowledging our reliance on him. We will also be using the month ahead to 
renew our focus on prayer with some new opportunities to gather to pray across the 
parish – again acknowledging that we rely on God for everything. If you would like 
to share a prayer request in confidence, please do get in touch with me. Details of 
all our gatherings this month are outlined in this magazine  -  as always everyone is 
very welcome to join us.

Rev. Stewart Deering

Cover photo: Liquid Amber tree beside The Vyne lake, taken by Virginia Langer
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October 2023

3	 Women’s Fellowship,  “The Experimental Housekeeping of Jane Austen’s Friend Martha Lloyd”	 2.00pm

7	 Basingstoke Variety Show, The Anvil    Tickets from Anvil Box Office	 7.30pm

8	 Basingstoke Hospital Male Voice Choir, St Andrew’s Church, SSJ	 3pm

9	 Retirement Coffee Morning, Sherborne St John Village Hall	 10.00 – 12.00

14	 Glen Miller Band at Sherborne St John Social Club	 7.30pm

21	 80’s Duo Tribute Act (Fancy Dress Optional) at Sherborne St John Social Club	 7.30pm

23	 Retirement Coffee Morning, Sherborne St John Village Hall	 10.00 – 12.00

25	 Chris’ Jazz Friends, SSJ Social Club	 7.30pm

28	 Rainbows, Brownies & Guides Jumble Sale, SSJ V Hall, Donations from 08.00am	 10.00am

29	 Halloween Fancy Dress,  SSJ Social Club	 7.30pm

November 2023

6	 Retirement Coffee Morning, Sherborne St John Village Hall	 10.00 – 12.00

7	 Women’s Fellowship,  SSJ Village Hall,  Speaker tbc   +  Bring & Buy	 2.00pm

20	 Retirement Coffee Morning, Sherborne St John Village Hall	 10.00 – 12.00

December 2023

3	 St Michael’s Hospice - Reindeer Run – Festival Place.  stmichaelshospice.org.uk

4	 Retirement Coffee Morning, Sherborne St John Village Hall	 10.00– 12.00

5	 Women’s Fellowship,  CHRISTMAS LUNCH	

10	 St Michael’s Hospice - Light up a Life – St. Michael’s Hospice.  stmichaelshospice.org.uk

18	 Retirement Coffee Morning, Sherborne St John Village Hall	 10.00 – 12.00

February 2024

4	 Royal Marines Band at the Anvil

4 544444

Services for October 2023

Sunday Mass will be celebrated at the Church of St Bede, Popley at the following times:  9.00am  11.00am  6.30pm

Weekday Mass	

Tuesday	 Church of St Bede, Popley	 9.30am *	 Friday	 HG Church, Basingstoke	 9.30am *
Wednesday	 HG Church, Basingstoke	 9.30am *	 Saturday	Church of St Bede, Popley	 9.30am *
Thursday	 Church of St Bede, Popley	 9.30am *			   * Time & Venue could vary

Roman Catholic Services (Tel: 819772)

MIDWEEK
Home Groups - W/O 2nd, 16th& 30th October

Central Prayer Meetings - 2nd Saturday at 8.30am Parish Room–14th October & 1st Sunday at 7.30pm in the Rectory – 1st October 
Midday Prayer Meetings - Wednesdays at 12-12.30pm - 4th Oct: St Andrew’s, 11th Oct: All Saints’, 18th Oct: St Andrew’s, 25th Oct: 

The Priory, 1st Nov: St Andrew’s, 8th Nov: St Andrew’s
Little Acorns - Term time Wednesdays 10am SSJ village hall (Half term Wed 25th October No group)

The Services at St Andrew’s are live streamed on our YouTube channel and are available to watch afterwards. 
Visit https://www.youtube.com/c/ParishoftheSherborneswithPamber  or the link on our website under the Resources Menu.

Sunday Club for children from School year R and upwards will meet during the service. 
For more information please contact Caroline Elphick on 01256 851384

Creche – there are a few toys available for use in the Bell Tower, but this will be unsupervised.
01 October		
10am	 The Lord’s Supper	 St Andrew’s
Shining like stars	 Philippians 2:12-30	 Revd Stewart Deering

08 October – Harvest Sunday	
10am	 Harvest Service	 St Andrew’s & All Saints’
The Goodness of our God	 Psalm 65	 Bret Rohloff  & Andy Spence

15 October
10am	 Morning Worship	 St Andrew’s
Jonah flees from The Lord	 Jonah 1	 Revd Stewart Deering

22 October	
10am	 All-Age Morning Worship	 St Andrew’s & Pamber Priory
Jonah’s prayer	 Jonah 2	 Pippa Aslet & Andy Spence

29 October	
10am 	 All-Age Morning Worship	 St Andrew’s
Jonah in Nineveh	 Jonah 3	 Revd Stewart Deering

05 November	
10am	 The Lord’s Supper	 St Andrew’s
Jonah’s anger but The Lord’s compassion	 Jonah 4	 Revd Stewart Deering

12 November – Remembrance Sunday	
10am	 Remembrance Service	 St Andrew’s & All Saints’
God, our refuge 	 Psalm 46 	 Revd Stewart Deering & Steve Howe

St Andrew’s  Sherborne St John           All Saints Monk Sherborne           The Priory  Pamber End

www.sherborneswithpamber.org       fb: facebook.com/sherborneswithpamber

Notify Claiming Dates to Lindsay Berry on lindsayberry0@gmail.com or message on 07775 800955

Claiming Dates

Monk Sherborne Village Hall AGM
The village hall AGM will be held on Friday 10th November at 7pm, please put the date in your diary and come along.

Following the meeting a village night will be held, this will include supper, wine and beer. In order to cater tickets will be required to be 
purchased in advance from enquiries@monksherbornevillagehall.org.uk.
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Monk Sherborne Village Fete
We were blessed with some rain on the 10th September fortunately it did not deter attendance and the fete was a success. 
Exhibits were outstanding, including 2 scarecrows, one of which was made by the Deering family; Stewart Deering is the new 
Reverend of the Sherbornes with Pamber Parish. The children were kept entertained with face painting, bouncy castle and races. 
Generous donations to the raffle from local businesses and regular hirers of the village hall, along with bar and BBQ takings 
enabled a donation of £450 to improve the play area.
The day finished with an energetic tug of war, both children’s and adults.  Vegetables and flowers (27Kg) kindly left by exhibiters 
along with unused bread rolls from BBQ were donated to Basingstoke Food Bank, part of the Trussell Trust Foodbank Network.
Thank you to all who made the day a success however small a part you played:  setting up, taking down, exhibiting and 
attending. If you can help in any way in the future, please contact cherylmcsoley@yahoo.co.uk.

A new year at The Priory
The new uniforms were pressed, 
the shoes polished and eyes full of 
expectation and trepidation as the 
new Reception class started at The 
Priory. The children who got into 
The Priory were warmly welcomed 
by the other pupils. Our Year 4 pupils 
were buddied up with the Reception 
children and these buddies will 
stay with them over the years. It’s a 
tradition at The Priory 
that enables the children 
to feel so established and 
looked after so quickly. 

Active play

There are many different ways that 
students stay fit and active at The 
Priory. Our outdoor table tennis table 
is proving very popular. At this time 
of the year, students of all ages enjoy 
catching grasshoppers and observing 
the abundance of nature in our beautiful 
grounds. 

Monk Sherborne Community 
Coffee Morning
The community coffee morning is 
normally held on the second Monday 

of every month 10:45 – 12:00. The 11th 
September was well attended we enjoyed 
cake left over from the Fete and a visit 
from Rev Stewart Deering. Dates for 
the next few months 9th October, 6th 
November (1st Monday) 11th December. 
Why not come along for a catch-up, all 
are welcome.

Sherborne St John Primary School
We are well and truly back into the 
swing of the new school year. Our Class 
3 children have started their swimming 
lessons. Year 5 are working with the 
Basingstoke Mental Health Support 
Team to learn about being resilient and 
everyone is busy working hard on their 
new projects. 

We will soon be holding our annual 
conker tournament which is a highlight 
of this term. All the children take part 
with their classes during the week and 
we come together at the end for a very 
exciting conker final! 

Another highlight of this month will be 
the Class 4 residential. They are heading 

off on a 3 day adventure just before half 
term to try out new activities, build 
confidence and have lots of fun. We will 
share some photos in the next issue of 
the Villager. 

It has been lovely to welcome Revd. 
Stewart Deering to school and he has 
spent time beginning to get to know 
the children and staff. We have a good 
relationship with the Church and 
have our annual Harvest Festival at St 
Andrew’s later in October. 

Tours for prospective parents are now 
underway. Please visit our website for 
more information or contact the school 
office to arrange a tour with our Year 6 

ambassadors. We are looking forward to 
meeting you and showing you how great 
our school and children are! 

Sherbert

SSJ School Villager Correspondent
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WHAT CHORES  
CLEANING & IRONING SERVICE  

For a cleaner Future 

Fixed Price Cleaning - CRB & Insured 
Products & Equipment Supplied 

 

Carpet & Upholstery Cleaning – End Tenancy  
Spring Cleans – One Off Clean 

Tel: 07954794817     
Tel: (01256) 412369 

www.whatchorescleaning.co.uk  
 

CALL US 01256 358 940
www.bobberryfencing.co.uk

Over 35 years experience in all types of domestic, 
commercial  and  industrial  fencing based in Sherborne St John

FREE estimates and advice with no obligation  and 
good quality workmanship are GUARANTEED

WHAT CHORES  
CLEANING & IRONING SERVICE  

For a cleaner Future 
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News from the Pambers  
&  Little London
They say that a picture is worth a thousand words, and so in 
this edition of The Villager I shall let the pictures do a great 
deal of the talking.

First of all, thank you, 
Simon, for organizing 
a thoroughly enjoyable 
War Horse Walk. 
This bucolic stroll/
walk through our 
lovely Pamber Forest 
provided us all with the 
opportunity to reflect 
upon the sacrifices 
which have been made 

– and continue to be made – by men, women and animals in 
times of war. And to savour a well-earned drink and snack 
upon our return to The Plough in Little London.  The walk  
also enabled us to raise £360 - so far - for military and equine 
charities, so many thanks to all who participated.

In our Meet the Villager this month I am delighted to 
introduce you to Rhydian Vaughan. Many of you will, I’m 
sure, already know him, but others will not, especially as 
our community grows.  A former  Borough Councillor, 
Rhydian has for the last six years been a County Councillor 
for Hampshire Calleva Division. In 2019  he was awarded 
the MBE for public and political service and he is currently 
Chairman of the Hampshire & Isle of Wight Fire & Rescue 
Authority. In the main, he finds his work very rewarding 
and gets “a real kick” out of helping people to improve the 

quality of their lives. He also greatly 
enjoys running his Battlefield Tours 
Company, thereby maintaining 
his lifelong involvement in things 
military - Rhydian is a former Welsh 
Guardsman - and allowing him to 
pass on to others his knowledge as a 
military historian.  

Having moved to Bramley in 1987, 
Rhydian and his family moved to 
Little London in 2012. They love 
the village and are particularly happy to live in such close 
proximity to the wonderful pub, The Plough.  His three 
children are now grown-ups and he has seven grandchildren, 
including “delicious” twin girls.

The Speedwatch team continues to try to persuade motorists 
to improve their behaviour at the wheel. We are delighted to 
receive positive feedback, but less delighted with verbal abuse.  
And we were greatly amused when one of our number mis-
heard the exhortation to ”Get a job!” hurled from a passing 
car as “Good job!”, and 
waved grateful thanks. We 
are always on the look-out 
for volunteers to help – it 
only involves an hour a week, 
and not every week – so if 
you are a poacher turned 
gamekeeper (several of us 
are), why not come along?

And space being at such a premium, I’m afraid you’ll have 
to wait until our next issue to hear about and see Jenny and 
Len’s fabulous garden and paintings, both on display in Little 
London as part of the Hampshire Open Studios event. I could 
not do it justice in the space remaining in this issue.

Have a good month, everyone.

And do send me anything you would like published in the 
magazine.  It’s your magazine, not mine!

B 🐝 bdownes.villager@gmail.com

01256 889215  07747 015494
emma@thehaye.co.uk

ADVERTISE HERE
CALL Emma Foreman



10 11

Sherborne St John Parish Council
Local residents will be aware that the 
village has been under some pressure 
from speculative developments over 
the last couple of years. The Parish 
Council therefore took the decision 
last year to review and update the 
Neighbourhood Plan, which had 
been approved in 2017. This is one of 
the best ways we can ensure that the 
character and separate identity of the 
village can be safeguarded. 

What`s in the Sherborne St John 
Neighbourhood Plan, you may ask? It 
outlines a set of policies and proposals 
that will guide the development and 
growth of our community in the coming 
years. It covers a wide range of topics, 
including the design of housing, heritage, 
open space, access to the countryside and 
environmental conservation.

One important aspect of the Plan is 
the proposal for a Local Gap between 
Sherborne St John Village and 
Basingstoke Town. This policy aims 
to preserve the distinct character and 
identity of our village, preventing 
urban sprawl and maintaining a clear 
separation between our community 
and Basingstoke.

Last time in the Neighbourhood Plan, 
a small housing site was allocated at 
Sireburne Close, with the new village 
shop. This time, we are not looking for 
new housing allocations in the village, 
but wish to strengthen our policies 
including protecting local green spaces, 
heritage areas and maintaining  a `local 
gap` from Basingstoke. We will also 
have a design code to try to ensure that 
if developments do occur in the right 

places in the village, their design and 
appearance will be in keeping. This 
approach was well supported by most 
residents who responded to the initial 
consultation undertaken back in January.

Things are moving on now. The 
consultation for the Regulation 14 
Sherborne St John Neighbourhood Plan 
is here!    From Monday 25th September 
2023 till 6th November 2023, the 
Neighbourhood Plan will be available 
to comment on for a period of six 
weeks. This is a crucial opportunity for 
residents to comment and help us shape 
the future of our village.

Throughout the consultation period, 
there will be several ways to provide 
your comments and feedback. An 
online platform will be available on 
the designated website, where you 
can view the documents and express 
your thoughts. Additionally, printed 
forms will be  available in key locations 
such as at the village shop and Village 
Hall, alongside paper copies of the 
Neighbourhood Plan itself. On Friday 
October 6th 7.30-9.30pm, there will be 
open evening at the village hall.

Let’s seize this opportunity to support 
and shape Sherborne St John’s 
development to reflect our shared vision 
and values and to ensure our village 
remains a wonderful place to live and 
work. Don’t forget to visit the website, 
review the Plan, and give us your 
valuable feedback. The website details 
are available from the Parish Council 
Website (see www.sherbornestjohn-pc.
gov.uk/The_Neighbourhood_Plan).

Cllr James RowleyThe view across part of the proposed local gap from Chineham Lane

Hampshire County Councillor report 
– Calleva Division October 2023
1. Schools
Residents may be aware of the recent news 
story regarding schools in England due 
to close imminently as a result of their 
buildings containing unsafe concrete: 
School buildings in England to shut over 
concrete safety fears - BBC News

 No Hampshire school is being closed. 
Cranbourne College in Basingstoke 
is the only site where RAAC has 
been identified among Hampshire 
County Council’s maintained schools. 
Temporary works have already been 
undertaken to one section of the 
building to make sure it is safe and 
another area has been taken out of use 
since the beginning of the year, however, 
the school is expected to open as normal 
at the start of the autumn term. 

Meanwhile, the council is encouraging 
families to do all they can to support 
regular school attendance for their 
children from the beginning of term. 
The first few days back in school are 
especially crucial in paving the way for 
a successful year. Attendance rates are 
improving locally, but are still not back 
to pre-pandemic levels. 

Educational specialists advise that 
attending school every day, unless 
unwell, is best for children to ensure 
that the solid foundations for their 
future education and employment 
can be laid. It is also one of the best 
ways of protecting a child’s mental and 
physical health. The County Council’s 
website provides advice and guidance 
on school attendance including parental 
responsibilities and what to do if a child 
is unwell or expected to be away from 
school for a long period of time.

2. County deal and the local 
economy
The proposed county deal, with the 
councils across Hampshire and the 
Isle of Wight seeking substantial 
devolution and funding of £1.14 billion 
from Central Government in return 
for a more combined structure, will 
not be proceeding after Southampton, 
Portsmouth and the Isle of Wight 
sought a separate deal. The leader of 
Hampshire County Council, Councillor 

Rob Humby, regretted the outcome, 
commenting that the deal could 
have made a significant contribution 
to Hampshire’s economic recovery, 
by stimulating economic recovery, 
regeneration and business growth. 

Separately, the government has 
announced that the core functions of 
Local Enterprise Partnerships (LEPs) 
will transfer to local authorities, 
including HCC, from April 2024. 
LEPs are non-statutory, business-led 
partnership bodies that are responsible 
for local economic development in 
England. They bring together the private 
sector, local authorities, and academic 
and voluntary institutions to help boost 
the local economy and drive growth.

3. Solar panels for homes 
schemes - Solar Together
I have mentioned this scheme before, 
whereby residents can join in the bulk 
buying of solar panels or batteries for 
their homes, which both reduce energy 
bills and boost local renewable energy 
generation. A new round has opened 
and residents have until 27 October to 
register their interest online, for free and 
without obligation – www.hants.gov.uk/
solartogether.

4. Roads
Hampshire County Council has pledged 
to spend an additional £7.5m a year over 
the next three years to fix thousands 
more potholes. This is on top of the 
£13.5m currently being spent a year on 
reactive pothole and road defect repairs. 
Progress is already being made, with 
road defects being fixed at a record rate - 
in May and June alone, 19,697 potholes 
and other problems were repaired and 
33,671 square metres of surface design 
and micro asphalt was laid. 

In separate news, two pupils at 
Basingstoke secondary schools have 
triumphed in a competition to name 
two County Council gritters with the 
winning vehicle names being Elvis 
Spreadsley and Grit of Thrones.

5. Covid-19 vaccinations
A Covid-19 vaccine programme was 
started last month as a precautionary 

measure following the identification 
of a new Covid-19 variant. It will be 
offered to those most at risk from winter 
illness, including all adults 65 years old 
and over, front line health and social 
care workers, carers aged 16 to 64 and 
pregnant women. An annual flu vaccine 
will also be available at the same time, 
where possible.

6. Vaping
Following an increase in young people 
experimenting with vaping, Hampshire 
County Council has pledged continuing 
support for a series of education and 
enforcement measures to tackle the 
increasingly pressing issue of teen 
vaping. In total, 20.5% of children 
nationally have tried vaping, up from 
15.8% in 2022 and 13.9% in 2020. 

Steps include writing to families of 
children in secondary schools with 
information about vaping to highlight 
the risks and the support available; 
redeveloping education and awareness 
schemes to encourage behaviour change 
and to reduce uptake; Trading Standards 
carrying out enforcement operations 
to deter underaged sales of vapes and 
tackle illegal vapes.

In other news on vaping, Hampshire 
residents can now recycle vapes at any 
Household Waste Recycling Centre, 
helping to avoid disposal in general 
waste, which is a fire risk. HWRCs can 
accept all types of vapes. The guidance is 
not to dismantle them before disposal, 
unless the batteries can be safely 
removed for separate recycling. 

Single-use vapes contain lithium-ion 
batteries which can catch fire if broken. 
This is an increasing problem across 
the country.  In Hampshire, the County 
Council estimates one fire a month 
on average in a waste truck or waste 
facility can be attributed to a battery, 
faulty electrical item or disposable 
BBQ. A battery was the suspected cause 
of a significant fire at the Portsmouth 
Materials Recovery Facility in 2021 
which closed the site for three months. 

Cllr Rhydian Vaughan MBE
Fb.com/tellrhydian

Clothes swap for MacMillan & Dementia UK
Saturday 28th of October 3pm - 5pm @ Sherborne St John Village Hall

Women’s, Men’s & Children’s clothes all welcome in all sizes we just request that all items are 
suitable to be worn again.  Any clothes left after the event will be donated to Sherborne St John 

Primary School for their Bags2School collection. 

£5 entry and a voluntary bag of clothes. 10 items free with your entry and every thing is 50p thereafter. 

Cake, tea, coffee, pimms & Prosecco will be available on entry and cake will be 50p a slice. 
We would love to see as many of you there as possible to raise some money and have some fun - 

however if you can’t make the event we would be very grateful for donations of clothes and cake! 

Any questions please contact Jamie on 07982806764
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Foremost
Tree Surgeons Ltd 

Private & Domestic Enquiries
Tree Felling, Tree Pruning, Stump Grinding, Tree Thinning, 
Tree Reduction, Landscaping and Fencing

Commercial Enquiries
Site Clearance, Developers, Electricity Board Approved, Council Approved

Other Services
Tree Surveys, Tree Reports, Tree Inspections, Technical Plans Provided, 
Logs and Chipping Supplied

ALL WORK GUARANTEED
FULL EMPLOYERS LIABILITY / £10 MILLION COVER
NCH. ARB & Nptc TRAINED STAFF

Call today on: 01256 814602
Greenacres Nursery, Aldermaston Road, Pamber Green, Tadley, Hants, RG26 3AF

www.foremosttreesurgeons.co.ukinfo@foremosttreesurgeons.co.uk

Licence No: 2063

CALL FOR 

YOUR FREE

ESTIM
ATE

01256 889215  
07747 015494

emma@thehaye.co.uk

ADVERTISE 
HERE 

CALL Emma Foreman

FOR ALL YOUR SWIMMING POOL 
REQUIREMENTS

Design and Build New Liner and 
Concrete Pools
 Renovation and Repair
 Service and Maintenance
 Auto Covers and Cleaners
 Chemicals and Accessories

Harlequin Swimming Pools Ltd

01962 774004

sales@harlequinpools.co.uk
www.harlequinpools.co.uk Reliable, personal service since 1973
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Aldermaston Road, Pamber End, Tadley RG26 5QW

Christmas Shop  Decorations  Gifts 
Festive Tablewear  Wreaths  Lights

 Arti�cial Christmas Trees
From late November freshly cut Christmas Trees

Elm Park Garden Centre

www.elmparkgardencentre.co.uk
 Tel 01256 850587

        Like and Share us on Facebook

Prestige & 4x4  |  Finance & PCP Packages  |  Extended Warranty 
GAP Insurance  |  Part Exchange  |  Indoor Showroom   |  FCA Approved

Used Vehicles in Hampshire

Tel: 01256 334363  Email: o�ce@moorelands.com
www.moorelands.com

Will Writing, Estate Planning
& Lasting Powers of Attorney

- A friendly, accessible and quality service

A member of the
Society of Will Writers

Contact: Clare Datta
m: 07810 455 581
t: 01256 896 336

e: claredatta@whitchurchwills.co.uk
w: www.whitchurchwills.co.uk

36 Hillside, Whitchurch, Hampshire, RG28 7SN

ontactt: CCClllare Datta

- NOW OFFERING -
PROBATE SERVICES

Basingstoke Civil Service 
Retirement Fellowship
The Chairman David Cowling 
welcomed 45 members and 5 visitorsto 
the meeting held on 6th September 
andafter giving apologies received and 
congratulating those with birthdays this 
month he explained why those who had 
brought along an item for valuation had 
been given a numbered ticket.  Tony 
Brazier the Group Secretary confirmed 
that the trip to Petworth House had 
been cancelled due to lack of numbers 
but that the ‘Mystery Trip’ on Thursday 
19th October would go ahead. The 
committee is still working on the 
programme for next year, so if anyone 
has any suggestions for either speakers 
or trips, please let a committee member 
know. Welfare Officer, Christine 
Broadbent had nothing new to report 
and was still in contact with members 
who needed assistance.

Our speaker 
this month was 
Thomas Forrester 
from Special 
Auction Services 
in Newbury 
and television 

programmes such as ‘Bargain Hunt’ 
and ‘Flog It’.  He gave an entertaining 
and interesting talk titled ‘The Lot of 
the Auctioneer’ telling us that they have 
auctions once a week and specialise 
in Toy Trains, Teddy Bears, Vinyl 

Records and Cameras. 
He explained that 
the popularity of 
collector’s items goes 
in cycles so that what 
was once collectable 
may not be so now.His 

personal speciality is jewellery which 
is always popular and does not seem to 
be subject to these cycles.Traditional 
antiques are not 
as popular as 
they once were 
but items like 
film props and 
items connected 
to famous people 
e.g. The Beatles and the Rolling Stones, 
are. A raffle was arranged so that 
members who had brought in items 
for Thomas to look at could be chosen 
at random. They were asked what they 

knew about the item and why it was 
special to them before he explained 
facts about the item, gave a valuation 
and explained why. If you would like 
further information about S.A.S. please 
go to www.specialauctionservices.com. 

Our speaker in October is Richard 
Court whose talk is ‘Travels in 
Tanzania’ and November’s talk is by Di 
Lewis from Citizens Advice.

The group meets on the first Wednesday 
of each month at the Brookvale Village 
Hall from 10am to 12 noon and all 
retired Civil Servants, their relatives and 
friends are welcome.  Further details 
about the group and information about 
our meetings and trips can be obtained 
by contacting csrfbasingstoke@gmail.
com.

Margaret Atkinson
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ADVERTISE HERE 
CALL Emma Foreman

Beau’s Blog
This is me in my private and personal 
transport carriage driven by my own 
private and personal chauffeur.   He 
is also known as the Boss but can 
occasionally be usurped by my 
chauffeuse,  also known as the Mrs.  

I have my own very soft bed in here, a 
water bowl and a bottle of water along 
with my own viewing windows on 
either side.  I must say, if pressed, that 
I would admit the more comfortable 
ride is when I am driven around by the 
Boss, but I keep quiet about that on the 
grounds of keeping the peace....

I can jump in here easily at the flick of a 
wrist or the command ‘get in’.  Jumping 
out causes some concerns especially 

if it’s the Mrs who opens the tailgate 
as I propel myself out of my carriage 
like a rocket as soon as the tail gate 
is lowered, sometimes even before it 
is completely lowered. Several times, 
in my excitement to get to my next 
adventure, I have nearly flattened the 
Mrs as she hadn’t quite completed the 
manoeuvre before I did my exocet 
impersonation.   This causes quite a 
stir and I reprimand myself, thinking 
I should be more restrained! The Mrs 
agrees with me as she rights herself and 
loops the lead around my neck giving 
it quite a sharp tug to remind me to 
curb my enthusiasm and behave....I am 
restrained and behave impeccably....
until the next time!

The Vyne           
A feast for the eyes, autumn colour is not to be missed in The 
Vyne’s gardens with lakeside trees liquid amber and swamp 
cypress putting on a fiery display. Their delayed bloom this 
year means you may well still be enjoying the last of the 
dahlias in the walled garden before these go over. 

In the house, look out for tapestries and an elaborate leather 
screen painstakingly conserved to ensure their survival. 

As of 30 October, The Vyne goes to winter opening hours with 
the grounds closing at 4pm. Half-term heralds the ever-popular 
family Halloween trails running 21-29 Oct 10am-4pm and then 
30 Oct – 5 Nov 10am-3pm. £2 per trail and prize.

Sherborne St. John Short Mat 
Bowls Club
A feast for the eyes, autumn colour is not to be missed in The 
Vyne’s gardens with lakeside trees liquid amber and swamp 
cypress putting on a fiery display. Their delayed bloom this 
year means you may well still be enjoying the last of the 
dahlias in the walled garden before these go over. 

In the house, look out for tapestries and an elaborate leather 
screen painstakingly conserved to ensure their survival. 

As of 30 October, The Vyne goes to winter opening hours 
with the grounds closing at 4pm. Half-term heralds the ever-
popular family Halloween trails running 21-29 Oct 10am-4pm 
and then 30 Oct – 5 Nov 10am-3pm. £2 per trail and prize.

Readers Photos

Wasp spider taken by Donna Bevan

Donna Bevan’s encounters in the Vyne Woods

The August Full/Blue Moon taken by 
Steve Howe

We are delighted to welcome 
back the Basingstoke Hospital 

Male Voice Choir to St Andrew’s 
They will be presenting a concert on Sunday 
8th October at 3pm in St Andrew’s Church, 

Sherborne St John.

Refreshments will be served after the concert.
There will be a retiring collection in aid of the repairs 
to the stained glass window in St Andrew’s Church 

which was damaged earlier on in the year.  

ALL WELCOME.



18 19

01256 688648
 Call Pete to book a FREE survey & quotation

All Seasons
Window Cleaning

Reliably serving the community for over 20 years

Additional services include:
• Driveway cleaning •

• Cladding/signage cleaning •
• Gutter/fascia/soffit cleaning •
• Conservatory roof cleaning •
• Pure water - no chemicals •

Call STEVE on 01256 353727
Email: info@allseasonswindowcleaning.com
Web: www.allseasonswindowcleaning.com
www.facebook.com/allseasonswindowcleaninguk
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One of Hampshire’s most successful fairs, The 
Dummer Fair, opens its doors again this October. 

Join us at Dummer Cricket Ground, on Wednesday 
11th and Thursday 12th October with the event set 
to feature over 85 stalls ranging from crafts and food 
to clothing and gifts. There will be a be a delicious 
real coffee pop up van and this year sees the return 
of our popular café on Thursday lunchtime. Ample 
parking on site - RG25 2AR. 

Our stallholders will have plenty of items to tempt 
you as early Christmas gifts, birthday and special 
occasion presents or just to treat yourself and your 
loved ones! All proceeds go to Treloar’s, a local 
highly specialist school and college supporting 
young people with physical disabilities.

Tickets are 
on sale now. 

For more information, please contact –
The Treloar’s Events Team: 
events@treloar.org.uk 
or see the website: www.dummerfair.org.uk

Registered withIn aid of

CHRISTMAS SHOEBOX APPEAL 2023 
It’s not too late to donate a 
Shoebox full of goodies to give 
pleasure to an underprivileged 
child In.

Romania, Albania, Montenegro, Moldova,

Pick up your new boxes and Drop off your filled box at 
the venues below by 21st October 2023.

Eden Mazda Basingstoke, London Road, Old Basing, 
Basingstoke, Hampshire, RG24 7JD

Oakley Carpets, Station Yard, Andover Road, 
Basingstoke RG23 7HA

Parnell, Jordy & Harvey, Estate Agent, 5 Winchester 
Street, Overton, RG25 3HR

Build-A-Bear Workshop, Unit 17A Festival Place, 
Basingstoke 

New for 2023 - Whitchurch Silk Mill

To find out more about Christmas Shoeboxes - Check 
out our Website and social media, below, to print off 
forms and find out where you can get your boxes. 

SHELTERBOX
ShelterBox is an international disaster relief charity 
established in 2000 by the Rotary Club of Helston, in 
Cornwall, that provides emergency shelter and other aid 
items to families around the world who have lost their 
homes to disaster or conflict.

It is now a business in Its own right and ShelterBox is the 
chosen route through which the 32,000 Rotary Clubs, 
including ours, operating in over 200 countries around 

the world can provide rapid and direct emergency help 
to families in desperate need after disasters.

Typical ShelterBox aid items include: tents as temporary 
shelter or shelter kits to allow people to build or rebuild 
durable shelters. ShelterBox also may include aid items 
such as mosquito nets, water filters, water carriers, 
solar lights, cooking sets, blankets and mats and even 
colouring books and pencils for children.

The aid provided by ShelterBox 
is tailored to the nature of each 
individual disaster and location 
and therefore it is not always the 
same. ShelterBox Response Teams 

distribute aid on the ground, working closely with local 
organisations, local and international aid agencies and  
Rotary Clubs worldwide

The sturdy green ShelterBox is an essential part of the 
aid package, and not just for storage. Families use it as a 
work bench, a wardrobe, a seat, and even a crib!

Following devastating flooding in many places in 
the world and the recent destruction of homes in 
an earthquake in Morrocco, your local Rotary Club, 
Basingstoke Deane Rotary, has recently  donated funds 
equivalent  to 2 full ShelterBoxes so the funds are there 
ready to be used when a disaster or conflict occurs.   

To find out more or to donate towards a ShelterBox go 
to; www.shelterbox.org/donate

SAVE THE DATE
OUR ROYAL MARINES BAND 
CONCERT will be held on February 4th 
2024 at The Anvil  Look out for tickets 
on sale from the box office.

CONTACT – Helen Ricketts: helen@highpathway.co.uk  OR  Paul Temple: tempaul45@gmail.com

Basingstoke Deane Rotary is a group of 35 men & women from a wide variety of backgrounds.  
All live locally in the borough but some commute to work outside Basingstoke. Most joined Rotary to help others  
less fortunate, and they find Basingstoke Deane Rotary adds another extremely enjoyable dimension to their lives. 

If you would like to find out more about how we enjoy ourselves, just tune in to www.rcbd.org.uk   
to see what we have coming up, or contact Helen or Paul  above to find out more. We think you’ll be pleasantly surprised.

Facebook: @RotaryBasingstokeDeane | Twitter: @RBstokeDeane
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Please see below for the items we are 
currently short of - thank you!

The porch of St Andrew’s Church in SSJ is open every Sunday morning between 
9.15 – 11am for drop-off of any donations

Or at the Houndmills Warehouse – Unit 63/64 Tempus Business Centre RG21 6XG 
Open Monday to Friday 10am – 3pm

In order that we can provide our clients with fresh fruit and veg, eggs and bread financial donations are always extremely welcome.

By BACS transfer to:  Basingstoke Foodbank   Sort Code: 23-05-80     Account Number: 48286747

Thank you all for your continued support and generosity – we are now 
helping 32% more clients than we did in 2022

We have plenty of:    Beans, soup, rice, pasta, cold cereal

•	 Washing up liquid
•	 Tinned Meat (not Corned Beef!)
•	 Sweet and Savoury spreads
•	 Tinned Veg / pulses / butter beans
•	 Tinned Spagetti/Ravioli/ 

Macaroni Cheese
•	 Instant Mash Potato
•	 Cooking Sauces
•	 Biscuits

•	 Coffee
•	 Any Cooking extras (oil, flour, stock 

cubs, ketchup etc)
•	 Cartons of Fruit Juice
•	 Kitchen roll
•	 Deodorants
•	 Household cleaning products
•	 Shower gel
•	 Nappies (sizes 5-7)

Basingstoke Cats Protection 
currently have 10 cats on 
our waiting list who we so 
desperately want to help… 
but with all our current foster 
homes full of felines there is 
little we can do.

We are looking for fosterers, 
either indoor or in an 
outdoor enclosure which is 
provided by Cats Protection 
(approximate size 13ft x 4ft 
or 4m x 1.2m).  Full training 
will be provided and all 
expenses are covered by Cats 
Protection – food, litter, 
bedding and electricity.

Fostering is an incredible 
experience guaranteed to 
give you an extreme sense of 
joy, achievement and pride. 
The days spent in a loving 
foster home make the world 
of difference for our cats and 
kittens, setting them up for a 
lifetime of happiness 🐱
PLEASE consider opening 
your home and heart to a cat 
in need; if you cannot foster, 
please spread the word to 
anyone who may be able to 
help us.

Your Local Cats 
Protection Branch 

Needs You!!

If you’re interested in finding out 
more, please contact Lynne at 

adoption@basingstoke.cats.org.uk 
or call our enquiries line on 

01256 584544.
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The Royal British Legion
BRAMLEY & DISTRICT NEWS

Last month, Martin Robertson talked 
with us about the charity ‘Tough 
Enough To Care’ for which he is a local 
ambassador. TETC helps those suffering 
from depression and are potential 
suicide risks through friendship and 
counselling. Branch Vice Chairman 
Rhydian Vaughan said it was a humbling 
experience hearing of the support the 

charity offers. Like most charities, TETC 
needs more public recognition and 
financial backing and our branch will 
see what help it can offer.

On 19thSeptember, several of our 
committee members attended a Branch 
Management course to help us better 
understand how the RBL, one of the 
country’s leading charities, operates. 
It is hoped this will make the branch 

more effective in carrying 
forward its support to 
the whole armed forces 
community.

Former Basingstoke 
& Deane Mayor Paul 
Miller is the speaker at 
our next meeting on 
Tuesday 10 October. He 
will speak about the role 
of Mayor and the many 
opportunities it provides 
to help and encourage 
community engagement 

and make our district the great place it 
is to live and to work in. The meeting is 
at Cross House Bramley at 7.30pm and 
everyone is welcome.

November is the month of 
Remembrance culminating in church 
services and Acts of Remembrance 
across the world. Our branch will 
chiefly support the service at St James 
Church in Bramley at 10.30am on 
Remembrance Sunday but also be 
represented at wreath laying ceremonies 
in Sherfield and Sherborne St John War 
Memorials.

The Poppy Appeal launches on Saturday 
21 October. RBL is introducing a new 
Poppy this year that has no plastic 
content and is entirely recyclable - 
another brilliant reason to wear yours 
with pride! We will remember them.

John Morley
Bramley.Chairman@rbl.community
07900892566

Basingstoke Variety Show returns for 
its 22nd performance
Theatre goers are in for an evening 
of magical entertainment as the 
Basingstoke Variety Show returns to 
raise the roof at The Anvil.
The show, which will be packed with 
local performers and is celebrating its 
22nd year, will take place on Saturday 
7 October showcasing a range of acts, 
with the proceeds helping to boost 
the Mayor of Basingstoke and Deane’s 
Charity Appeal.
The evening will include breathtaking 
routines from the Meraki Dance Studios 
and C&M Gymnastics. Among the 
musical acts will be the Basingstoke 
Filipino Choir as well as a rousing set 
from the Old Basing Corps of Drums.
Another highlight will include the 
Basingstoke Gang Show, featuring local 
scouts and guides, bringing their own 
unique blend of comedy, song and 
dance back to the Anvil following their 

successful show earlier this year. And 
no variety show would ever be complete 
without performances from local school 
choirs and this year the show welcomes 
children from – Chalk Ridge Primary 
School, Great Binfields Primary School, 
St Marks Church of England Primary 
School and Tadley Community Primary 
School to the stage. 
Mayor of Basingstoke and Deane 
Cllr David Leeks said: “The Mayoress 
and I are really looking forward to an 
uplifting evening watching talented local 
performers showcase their skills. The 
show is always one of the highlights of 
the Mayoral year.
“By buying tickets, the audience 
will not only be treated to great 
entertainment suitable for all ages 
but will also be supporting my 
charity appeal raising funds for three 
important local causes – Citizens 

Advice Basingstoke, Citizens Advice 
Tadley and Shopmobility Basingstoke.”
Tickets for the show, on Saturday 7 
October at 7.30pm, are £19 for adults 
and £15 for over 65s and under 16s, 
including a souvenir programme and a 
£3 booking fee.
For tickets contact The Anvil Box Office 
on 01256 844244 or visit : 
www.anvilarts.org.uk
Find out about the Mayor’s Charity 
Appeal at: 
www.basingstoke.gov.uk/mayorcharity

News from the North Hampshire 
Hospitals Trust
It is now widely known that funds 
have been allocated by Central 
Government for a new hospital for 
our area.  However, to get to this point 
the Trust has been involved in an 
enormous amount of work, and we 
have been greatly helped early on by 
being able to recruit to the team a very 
experienced project manager.   Just 
one example of the work our Hospital 
Trust had to do to demonstrate the case 
for a new hospital was to quantify the 
ongoing maintenance and running costs 
associated with the present buildings – 
quite an exercise in itself.  Not only is 
the insulation poor, with largely single 
glazing throughout, but as many will 
know there have been repeated issues 
with failure of many of the services and 
some of the older equipment, as well as 
water and sewage leaks.

New hospitals with ducted air 
conditioning systems are much better 
placed to install the latest air purifying 
systems involving high performance 
filters and UV sterilisation –the 
latest building regulations now set 
down requirements for air quality.  
With many pandemics arising out of 
airborne infections,such systems help 
in minimising spread.  When this form 
of transmission became known as the 
principle route of transmission during 
the Covid pandemic, our hospital had 
to resort to a multiplicity of costly 
individual, and often noisy, air purifying 

units located close to patients. When we 
examine the figures, our hospital trust 
has the most critical estate maintenance 
backlog of any trust in the southern 
region and is the 11th worst in the 
country!  So ‘YES’ this work has all 
helped show that we really do urgently 
need a new hospital.

For those who would like to keep 
more informed about what is going 
on behind the scenes, one easy way 
is to become a member of the Trust;  
not only does this provide regular 
monthly updates by the Trust’s CEO, 
but it also enables members to vote for 
their choice of governor.  Governors 
are publicly elected with the aim of 
representing the interests of people in 
their area to the hospital management.  
To register as a member go to https://
www.hampshirehospitals.nhs.uk/
membership  Typically governors have 
come from a medical background, but 
with the prospect of the new hospital, 
could it be time for some to be chosen 
with a wider range of skills, giving the 
team of governors a better insight into 
the detail of  the changes ahead and 
ultimately better input into getting the 
new hospital that local people need?

Another benefit of Trust membership 
will be early notice of updates as 
the programme for a new hospital 
progresses towards public consultation.  
The aim of this very extensive 

consultation is to listen not only to 
people’s concerns, but to identify 
areas both needing further work and 
also of potential hitherto unforeseen 
opportunities. In addition to the 
extensive work being undertaken by 
the Trust,  Hampshire County Council, 
whose remit includes transport, is 
reviewing how this might be best 
adapted to fit the big changes being 
considered.

The NHS is struggling, despite the 
potential treatments which are currently 
being developed and the move to more 
online working with its potential cost 
savings.  It is not that our clinicians are 
lacking in skills, or that we spend less in 
the UK than other developed nations, 
but sadly our health outcomes now put 
us well down the international league 
table.  Many other developed countries 
have chosen not to adopt our ‘Free 
at the point of use’ approach.  Is this 
something we also should be looking at, 
perhaps slanted towards those better off, 
irrespective of age, paying more, with 
those working and often struggling with 
the costs of young families, benefitting 
from a lower NI levy?  Might we be 
more thoughtful with such a change 
as to how we then use our treasured 
‘Health Service’?

Keith Bunker
Former Trust Governor

Rainbows, Brownies and Guides Jumble Sale
28th October 2023 at SSJ Village Hall.

We are taking any donations of items to sell from 
8am on the day and doors open for selling at 10am.

We can also collect donations in advance of the date
Please email to arrange this. ssjbrownies@outlook.com
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Basingstoke Window
Cleaning Services

We use a pure water, reach and wash
system which allows us to clean even

the most di
  cult windows

For a free no obligation quotation,
please give us a call 

We also o� er the following services:

 on 
 Simon 
 Dan

Here for you
when you need us...

amongerfuneraldirectors.co.uk

• 24 hour service
• Free bereavement advice and support
• Pre-paid inflation proof funeral plans
• Wide choice of memorials for burials 

Basingstoke
The Old Forge, Sherborne St John, RG24 9LE
01256 851124

Probus Hears About the 
Changing Face of Basingstoke           
This was presented as an illustrated 
talk to the Probus Club of Basingstoke, 
by Derek Anthony, the Chairman of 
the Friends of the Willis Museum, 
which is based in the old town hall in 
Basingstoke’s market square.

People have lived around Basingstoke 
since the Neolithic period, 4,000 years 
ago, followed by Iron Age settlements 
and considerable Roman inhabitations 
being close to the important Roman 
town Calleva Atrebatum, known today 
as Silchester. In its heyday the Roman 
town had around 10,000 inhabitants and 
its amphitheatre could accommodate 
7,000 spectators.

Following the Roman withdrawal from 
Britannica the population in the area 
declined so that as recorded in the 
Domesday Book of 1086 there were 
only around 200 people in what is today 
known as Basingstoke and which it 
noted had a weekly market. It continued 
to slowly grow as a market town with 
the Basingstoke canal, which connected 
eventually to London via the River 
Thames, being opened in 1794, having 
its wharf in the town centre.

By 1823 there were seventeen coaches 
each day stopping in Basingstoke en 
route to and from London with six inns 
catering for the passengers and horses. 
At the Top of Town, the Wheatsheaf in 
Winton Square and the Red Lion on 
London Street still exist. The George 
in the Market Place is today Zizzis the 
Italian restaurant. There was a decline 
this activity following the arrival of the 
railway in 1839.

Thomas Burberry opened his business 
in Basingstoke in 1856 with the town 
having 4,500 people. With his invention 

of the water-resistant fabric, Gabardine, 
and then the design of the Trench coat, 
these formed the basis of a company 
that is today a worldwide luxury brand.

A little later, in 1898 John Thornycroft 
built a factory on the western outskirts 
of the town and started manufacturing 
steam vans and then petrol driven cars 
up to 1913.  Thereafter the company 
concentrated making buses and 
commercial vehicles becoming a major 
supplier to the British army in both 
world wars which culminated in the 
Mighty Antar tank transporter. Vehicle 
production stopped in 1969.

Much earlier, in 1711, Henry Portal, 
a Huguenot immigrant, started 
making paper, initially at Beare Mill 
in Whitchurch and then from 1718 at 
Laverstoke Mill in Freefolk. The river 
Test, a clean chalk stream, ran through 
the site which was used for the next 200 
years for paper making, specifically for 
bank notes.  The company then opened 
a new paper mill in Overton, along 
the same waterway, which only ceased 
production last year.

Laverstoke Mill is today used to produce 
Bombay Sapphire gin and is a popular 
tourist attraction.

At the start of WW2, the population 
of Basingstoke was only 13,000 but 
this almost doubled to 25,000 by the 
end of hostilities. With the post war 
London Overspill plan Basingstoke 
grew rapidly from the 1960s and 
today is home to a substantial array of 
world-famous companies.

These businesses required employees 
who needed homes which has meant 

considerable housing developments, 
both social and private. This continues 
apace with much house building to 
the west of the town close to junction 
7 of the M3 motorway. Pressure is 
on to reduce future developments 
to allow central services to catch up 
with the increasing population. Will 
Manydown ever see the planned four 
thousand houses?

Basingstoke town centre changed 
dramatically in these latter years, 
much to the chagrin of some older 
residents. There were changes to the 
highways and the demolition of much 
of the older properties to make way 
for a new road system and the new 
pedestrianised, shopping centre. This 
was built in three phases, The Walks, 
The Malls and Festival Place which 
was opened in 2002.

Today the borough’s population is 
around 186,000 and is the largest 
settlement in Hampshire without 
city status. With many employment 
possibilities, good recreational facilities, 
two theatres, cinemas, many restaurants 
and substantial green spaces it is no 
wonder that in a survey by a national 
mortgage company, Basingstoke was 
placed in the top fifty best places to live 
in the country.

The Borough Council rightly promotes 
Basingstoke as “Amazingstoke”. There 
are many senior residents who possibly 
disagree, much preferring the character 
of the old town.

For information about the Probus 
Club of Basingstoke, see their web 
site www.probusbasingstoke.club or 
phone their secretary Stephen Thair 
on 07745 243543.

1964 Brook Street Junction – now 
Churchill Way Dual Carriageway

Bottom of Church Street- now all 
demolished

1964 Cross Street with Blue Coat School 
- all demolished.  Statue of Blue Coat Boy 
stands in its place
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CALL Emma Foreman

01256 889215  
07747 015494
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Basingstoke Male Voice Choir – 
Open Evening
The nights are getting shorter and you’re 
all wondering how to spend your darker 
evenings.  Well, if you like singing why 
not think of joining Basingstoke’s oldest 
and original Male Voice Choir.  We’re 
always looking for new members and 
we’d love to welcome you into the fold.  
No previous experience is necessary – 
we’ll handle the music familiarisation 
for you!  We’ve taken on board new 
members this year already but there’s 
always room for more.  We sing a 
range of song-types and genres from 
traditional to contemporary.  

On Tuesday, October 10th we shall be 
opening up our normal rehearsal to all-
comers.  From 7:30 you’ll be invited to 
sit and enjoy our singing and even join 
in if you feel.  There will be opportunity 
to talk with choir members and we’ll 
provide refreshments.  Its a great way 
to get an insight into how the choir 
operates.

We’re an amiable bunch and we can promise 
you a social evening of fun and music.

The event will take place at our normal 
rehearsal venue – St Michael’s Church 

Cottage in Basingstoke, starting at 7:30 
PM.   If you prefer you can email us for 
more details (basingstokemvc@outlook.
com) or visit our website at WWW.
BasingstokeMVC.org.uk. 

Come along – we’d love to see you.  
There’s no obligation to join but if you 
do at least you will have something to do 
on those dark Tuesday evenings through 
the winter months!

North Hampshire Prostate Cancer 
Support Group, Cakes Galore
What a way to celebrate the 8th 
anniversary of the founding of the 
North Hampshire Prostate Cancer 
Support Group, so very well done to 
Virginia Budd and her band of cake 
makers for such an extensive and 
delicious array of cakes, not to leave out 
of course mention of those helping in 
the kitchen with plentiful mugs of tea 
and coffee!

The group which continues to grow - this 
month with two new members joining 
it, is now one of the largest and most 
active in the country, and it has become a 
tradition to have an informal meet each 
anniversary with cakes, often a quiz, the 
usual raffle, and more time to gather for 
informal chat between members.

The quiz, ably conducted by the 
chairman Keith Jones, soon highlighted 
his taste in films and music, showing 
up those who had spent their youth 
studying.  It was narrowly won by the 
smallest team, who promptly donated 
their prizes back into the raffle, which 
was already decked out with more prizes 
than ever before. As a result so many 
this time walked away with a win!

Keith took the opportunity to highlight 
some of the latest news, including 
the potential of an MRI screening 
programme for men to catch tumours 
early, as this is known to more reliable in 
identifying them at a much earlier stage 
and has thus been proven to be more 
effective than PSA tests.  He also took 
the opportunity to formally introduce 
Charlotte Hollands, a PhD student from 
Winchester University, who is working 
on improving men’s urology pathway, 
with a particular emphasis on those with 
prostate cancer.  In particular Charlotte 
is very conscious of the need for 
clinicians to improve communications 
with their patients, especially with the 
use of everyday language.

Keith Jones also drew members’ 
attention to the date and location of this 
year’s Christmas lunch on Thursday 
7th December, where the Group have 
booked again at BCoT, following last 
year’s great success.  Once full details 
have been established in the next few 
days, members will be notified how to 
book, and again with limited places it 
will be on a ‘first come first served basis’.

The benefits of becoming a member 
of the Hospital Trust were again 
highlighted.  We are entering into a 
crucial stage with major changes to 
local healthcare along with the creation 
of a new hospital.  This also involves 
changes being considered to the location 
of how care and hospital treatments 
will carried out.  Members get regular 
updates on potential changes, as well 
as having the chance to vote for the 
hospital governors, who are their local 
patient representatives with the Hospital 
Trust.  Keith Bunker, a former governor, 
highlighted that whilst most governors 
come from a medical background, most 
patient complaints arise from admin 
issues, and how in the past he had been 
able to get matters quickly resolved 
for several group members and others 
locally.  To become a member go to  
https://www.hampshirehospitalsnhs.uk/
membership;   note that men and their 
partners can both become members 
separately, and thus vote individually for 
new governors.

Women’s Fellowship                                                                             
The September meeting was a talk 
given by Mr Chris Walker, a jazz 
musician who has produced a series of 
programmes for local radios such as 
Radio Solent, produced with the BBC 
‘Songs of Praise’ at Farnham Maltings, 
and produced a series of music and 
information based on jazz programmes 
across the South.   He also takes his 
illustrated talks on P&O cruise ships, 
something he has been doing for a 
number of years.

The talk was An Introduction to the 
American Songbook, not an actual 
book, but a term used to describe the 
Swing Era of the 1920’s - 1960’s, which 
has over five hundred songs  included 
here.  Chris took us on a magical 
journey from the ‘20’s with original 
footage, black and white of course, 
of George and Ira Gershwin, Cole 
Porter, Hoagy Carmichael, Thomas 
‘Fats’ Waller, to name a few.   He gave 

a short life history of ten such greats, 
who ranged from writers, composers, 
pianists, clarinettists and singers.  

The earliest 
at this time 
was George 
Gershwin, born 
in 1898 and 
who died aged 
38 yrs.  Cole 
Porter had an 
unexpectedly 

dramatic life, filled with alcohol, drugs 
and physical disability  following a 
road accident.  Some of these Greats 
wrote songs for friends, such as Hoagy 
Carmichael who wrote Stardust with 
Nat King Cole in mind.  He said of Nat 
King Cole’s voice: he was the ‘best friend 
a song could ever have’.

Less obviously well-known artists 
were Sonny Burke, a bandleader and 

songwriter who wrote The Lady and The 
Tramp, sung by Peggy Lee, probably a 
song we are all familiar with.  Jimmy 
Van Heusen wrote and recorded for 
Frank Sinatra, ‘Come Fly With Me’.  We 
were not denied the wonderful recital of 
Louis Armstrong (Satchmo)’s “Coloured 
Waifs’ Home” and another, written by 
Johnny Mercer - “Save the Bones for 
Henry Jones”, a vegetarian, the song 

ending ‘he don’t 
eat no meat’.

The 1950’s 
and ‘60’s 
brought a new 
era of music, 
with Elvis, 
The Beatles, 

etc., which rather put the American 
Songbook on the back burner, but 
singers such as Rod Stewart, still 
appreciate, recognise and sing these 
gifted and memorable songs.

Fats Waller
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PROFESSIONAL FOOT CARE IN THE 
COMFORT OF YOUR OWN HOME Fay 
Curtis (MCFHP. MAFHP) fully qualified Foot 
Health Practitioner offers a range of foot services 
including: Toenail cutting, Nail condition 
treatments, Corn removal, Callus reduction, Dry 
and cracked heel remedies, Verruca treatment 
and Diabetic foot care.  To book an appointment 
call Fay on 07780 664410

BEAUTY THERAPIST  Based in my 
professional, relaxing home based salon 
in Pamber Heath.  Treatments offered - 
Gelish Nails, Pedicures, Waxing, Eve Taylor 
Aromatherapy Facials, Lash Lift, Massage, Indian 
Head Massage and Reflexology.  Strict hygiene 
/ cleaning and COVID safe procedures in place.  
Please call or text Amey on 07729421869

THE BASINGSTOKE ARTISAN 
HANDYMAN  Local, trustworthy and reliable. 
A skilled Handyman who can also add a bespoke 
flavour to your projects. Any size job considered, 
quick and simple to complex.  
www.thebartyman.co.uk  07827 216806

JON’S GARDENING & HANDYMAN 
SERVICES  Regular garden maintenance & one 
off jobs. Fencing, Hedges, Pruning, General tidy 
ups and home maintenance. For sensible rates 
and a friendly service please call 07488 347493.

Small Ads
Enquiries and items for inclusion please contact Emma Foreman on 01256 889215/07747 015494  
or emma@thehaye.co.uk
-	 The advertising rate is £4 per month or £6 for a box entry. Cheques to be made payment to ‘The Villager’. 
- 	Payment for advertisements must be received in advance and are limited to 10 lines of type. 
-	 For information on annual block advertisements please contact Emma Foreman

TSI COMMERCIAL & DOMESTIC BUILDING 
MAINTENANCE. Electrical. Plumbing. 
Capentry or Decorationg. For a quotation, please 
phone 01256 780460 or 07989 940210.

PILLS ARE NOT THE ONLY ANSWER 
Hypnotherapy can bring rapid relief from 
depression and other emotional problems. Local 
practitioner, qualified with 14 years experience. 
Will give free initial consultation. Phone Derek 
Joseph on 01256 850653

DRUM TUITION. Professional musician with 
over 24 years experience. Teaching all aspects of 
drumming from counting, reading, playing to 
tracks, and technique etc. All ages and abilities 
welcome from total beginners to advanced. For 
more info please contact John Lezana on 07947 
728 686  www.johnlezana.com

PRIVATE TUITION IN FRENCH AND 
GERMAN with qualified, experienced, CRB 
checked teachers. All ages and stages, including 
preparation for examinations (CE, GCSE, 
IB, A-level etc.), adult conversation and 
primary/nursery language clubs Daytime 
or evenings, at home, work or school. Call 
Samantha Cruickshank (Language 
Services Specialists) on: 07944 820284 or 
email: scruickshanktutor@yahoo.co.uk

ABLE GARDEN SERVICES Grass and hedge 
cutting, fencing, turfing, patios, planting, tree 
work, gravel drives etc. Please call  
Eddie on 01189 700765 (Pamber Heath) or 
07904 440468

HOUSE CLEANING BY MARIA Reliable and 
affordable services. Experienced, easy going local 
lady, who checks every corner. Ironing services 
also available. References available upon request. 
Email: mariacleaning@live.co.uk,  
tel. 07933316989

BOOKKEEPING SERVICES  River K Solutions 
Ltd, for all your bookkeeping needs. Please 
contact us on 07402173137 for free initial 
consultation or check our website  
www.riverksolutions.co.uk

LARGE 3 BEDROOM TOP FLOOR 
DUPLEX APARTMENT IN THE HEART OF 
CARCASSONNE. In a tree lined square, around 
the corner from all the restaurants, patisseries 
and shops in the old town, on the 3rd and 4th 
floor of a 19th Century building, our apartment 
looks out at the restored UNESCO site of the 
Medieval Cité.   5* Trip Advisor sleeps 6. Phone: 
01256 850058 for more details.

REGISTERED CHILDMINDER based in 
Sherborne St John will have full/part time 
spaces available from July.  Also collecting from 
Sherborne St John school in September.  For 
more information call: 01256 851249

HOME & OFFICE MAINTENANCE 
SERVICES All types of installation and 
maintenance works including electrical, 
plumbing, IT networks, access/security/alarm/ 
attendance systems, carpentry and decorating. 
Cleaning services, secure disposal of office 
document waste. Please call Adam on  
07511 495052. Visa, Master Card, Amex.

LOCAL FOOT HEALTH PRACTITIONER, 
Visiting Practice, Nail Cutting, Callus Removal, 
Corn Removal and other treatments. Contact 
Lynne on 07767 059406

CHEEKY PAWS AND CLAWS Established, 
experienced dog walker. Home visits for all pets.  
Pet sitting. Equestrian/hoofed animals. Fully 
insured. 20 years as a zoo keeper. 
http:/www.facebook.com/cheeky.paws.claws 
email:  kbeeson1@btinternet.com 
07752 414821 (text only)

To book a classified advert for the Villager, 
register with this website. Then search 
for The Villager using any of the searches 
allowed. There is no online payment – 
you can pay by cheque at the end of the 
booking process as normal. Once monies 
are received you will be able to access 
receipts and check your booking history 
from this site.

ONLINE BOOKINGS
All classified adverts can now be 
booked on the website:  
www.fromthesmallestseed.co.uk

PLEASE NOTIFY THE EDITOR OF ANY ALTERATIONS OR CHANGES TO THIS LIST.
THIS IS THE ONLY WAY OF ENSURING THAT THE DETAILS ARE CORRECT

CHURCH OF ENGLAND (Admin)	 Sam Reeves     pa.swppcc@gmail.com	 07897 562134
ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH	 The Presbytery, Popley Way, Basingstoke	 819722
BASINGSTOKE COMMUNITY CHURCH	 Sarum Hill Centre, Basingstoke	  316000
CLERKS TO PARISH COUNCILS
	 SSJ           		  clerk@sherbornestjohn-pc.gov.uk	 07714 770940
	 MS            Mrs Cally Morris 	 clerk@monksherborne-pc.gov.uk	 07721 076186
	 Pamber     Chris Gunnell	 clerk@pamber-pc.gov.uk	 07942 637210
BOROUGH COUNCILLOR for SSJ	 David McIntyre	 Cllr.David.McIntyre@basingstoke.gov.uk
BOROUGH COUNCILLOR for Pamber	 Androulla Johnstone	 Cllr.Androulla.Johnstone@basingstoke.gov.uk
BASINGSTOKE & DEANE BOROUGH COUNCIL	 Civic Offices, London Road, Basingstoke	 844844
HAMPSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL	 The Castle, Winchester	 01962 841841
HAMPSHIRE POLICE		  Non-emergency	 101 or 01962 841534
			   www.hampshire.police.uk/ro/report/ocr/af/how-to-report-a-crime
NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH	 ted_wilkinson@btinternet.com                                   01256 850891
NEAREST JOB CENTRE		 https://www.jobcentrejobs.co.uk

LOCAL GROUPS
WOMEN’S FELLOWSHIP	 Mrs Loraine Brown, (Secretary)	 01256 590359
RAINBOWS			  Caroline Givan: caroline.givan@gmail.com
BROWNIES			   TramayneHenwood - ssjbrownies@outlook.com	 422083 
GUIDES			   Sam Hazlewood - ssjguides@yahoo.com	 880132
CUBS			   Ms Trish Field	 01420 544904
Little Acorns, Bumps/Babes/Toddlers in SSJ	 Mrs Liz Gwynn	 07770 373282
SSJ SOCIAL CLUB			   850303
SSJ HISTORY SOCIETY		 Mrs Jane Shelvey	  jshelvey@lillydown.net
TENNIS CLUB		  Paul & Maria Saunders	 850430
SSJ RETIREMENT COFFEE MORNING	 Mrs Margaret Cramer	 850390
SUMMIT JUDO CLUB		  Mr Len Dunce	 07860 435 831
			   or Mr Paul Hamilton	 07917 005862
YOGA in SSJ Village Hall	 Mrs Jacqui Morris	 881336
SHORT MAT INDOORS BOWLS CLUB	 Mr Les Bone	 850973
FOOTBALL CLUB		  Mr Terry Buller       tel.buller@gmail.com	 07584 169241
PICCOLO PRE-SCHOOL NURSERY	 Claudia or Jane        info@piccolopsn.com	 07528 726248	
			                                      www.piccolopsn.com 
THE VYNE HOUSE (National Trust)	 Mr Stuart Maughan	 01256 883858
SCOTTISH COUNTRY DANCING	 Mrs J. Hughes          email: tadleysd@gmail.com
BALLET at SSJ Village Hall	 Jenni Stafford	 jenni@jsba.uk

VENUE BOOKINGS:	
St Stephen’s Hall	 Doreen Quilter		   07854 280343
MS Village Hall		  enquiries@monksherbornevillagehall.org.uk	 07759 064220
SSJ Village Hall	 Shawna Campbell	 ssjhallbookings@yahoo.com	 07726 308431 
The Chute Pavilion	 Terry Buller	 tel.buller@gmail.com	 07584 169241

HEALTH CARE
NORTH HANTS HOSPITALS NHS TRUST		  473202
HANTSDOC			   01189 365592
BRAMBLYS GRANGE			   467778
CHINEHAM SURGERY			  479244
CROWN HEIGHTS MEDICAL CENTRE		  329021
CLIFT SURGERY, BRAMLEY		  881228
HOLMWOOD, TADLEY		  01189 814166
ROOKSDOWN SURGERY		  399710
MORELAND SURGERY			  0118 9816661

EDUCATION
THE PRIORY PRIMARY ACADEMY TRUST	 Mr Matt Walsh  (Head teacher)	 850062
SSJ PRIMARY SCHOOL		 Ms Sarah Jolliffe  (Head teacher)	 850180
ST BEDE’S RC PRIMARY SCHOOL	 Mr Jamie Carroll	 473379

PUBLIC SERVICES
CITIZENS ADVICE BUREAU		  0808 2787829
BRITISH RAIL NATIONAL ENQUIRIES		  0345 484950
BUS STATION (STAGECOACH)		  0871 121 0190
LIBRARIES			   Basingstoke Town Centre	 473901
			   Chineham Library	 465643
			   Tadley Library	 0300 555 1387
DIAL-A-RIDE		  Monday-Friday 8.30-12.00 am and 2.00-4.15 pm 	 01256 462101

If we have omitted any organisations, and/or their contact details, we apologise and would welcome any information to keep 
this list up to date and relevant
Oct 2023	 Julie Crawley	 villagermagazine@gmail.com	 01256 851003

Contacts
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