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The Encounter

Meet our new KET Board Members!
A HUGE thank you to our board members that served KET and are moving on to other musical 

endeavors:

Lisa Roebuck (Past-President)        Emily Jones (Treasurer)      
Greg Britt (N. TX Rep)                 Debra Johnson (C. TX Rep)
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Treasurer

Kayla Gentry
North Texas 
Representative

Meredith Riggs
Central Texas 
Representative

Rebecca Juarez
President-Elect
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President’s Column
Happy Spring!  As I 
write, the 
temperatures are 
beginning to climb, 
the sunny skies are 
peaking out of the 

clouds, the flowers are blooming, and my 
allergies are going crazy!  It is definitely 
pollen season and the kids are showing 
their excitement for the change in weather.  
As our programs reflect springtime themes, 
we are also busily getting ready for the end 
of the school year.  It’s hard to believe we 
are almost there!  This year really flew by!

This will be my last article as your KET 
president.  I have been so honored to be 
your representative!  We have accomplished 
so much with our scholarships and 
workshops, and I know that will only 
continue to grow.  I am confident that our 
new president, Katherine Johns, will take 
the reins and provide amazing leadership, 
and I can’t wait to see what’s next for our 
organization!  The summer leadership 
retreat has already been scheduled for your 
new and returning officers and I am sure 
that Katherine would love to hear from you 
if you have any suggestions or ideas for 
improvements or any concerns that need to 
be addressed.

If you have not finished your certification, I 
hope you will consider it this summer.  
There are so many wonderful programs 
around our state!  We are very blessed to 
have so many offerings to choose from, and 
I know many new teachers are benefiting 
from the expertise of Texas master teachers.  
Remember to find time to reinvigorate 
yourself and your teaching in the upcoming 
months.  Summer should be your time for 
relaxation and rejuvenation.   

Thank you again for allowing me to be your 
representative.  I have treasured every 
moment or your support.  And don’t forget 
a new year will be coming soon with new 
chances to inspire and amaze again.  I hope 
you will continue all you do to inspire those 
future musicians.  They will remember what 
you do.

Brenda Keen 



3

Thanks to Vivian Ferchill, past KET president, we 
have a new KET banner. It was Vivian’s creativity 
who created our last banner. So, this will be the 
third banner in the past ten years. Our KET 
banners have a tendency to get thrown away. One 
was in a president’s garage and mistaken for 
garbage by a loving husband. Our last one was 
placed on the KET booth at TMEA this past year 
with flyers, KET pens, KET notepads, agendas, and 
other KET materials needed for the general 
meeting. All of these materials, in a large Ziploc 
bag, was again mistaken for trash and thrown into 
the dumpster. After searching the convention center and talking to almost every 
custodian and security personal, it was deemed a loss. The convention center does 
not have a dumpster, it has a trash compactor. We were ready to do a dumpster 
dive, but it wasn’t possible. 

 Along comes Vivian who quickly recreated a banner with a cute little KET 
carrying case so it will not be mistaken for garbage again. She did it in less than a 
month and had it ready for the OAKE convention in March. We met at the Cracker 
Barrel in San Marcos for “the drop.” We were the envy of all the other chapters 
with our cute carry case for our banner. 

 So, thank you Vivian. 

Katherine Johns
KET President Elect

The Adventures of the KET Banner
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TECH TIME

 As the internet continues to grow, more and more teachers are taking advantage of 
the information available with the click of a few buttons. Lesson plans, movement 
ideas, technology ideas, videos of folk dances, and downloadable worksheets are 
just a few of the resources that are made accessible to the ordinary teacher. You 
don’t even have to be tech-savvy to find great ideas and resources! 

Here are a few favorite blogs to start perusing:

Aileen Miracle teaches in near Columbus, Ohio, and is an active member, 
presenter, and teacher in OAKE. She even lists other great blogs to follow!
http://www.mrsmiraclesmusicroom.com/

Amy Abbott teaches in Erie, Colorado, and provides an categorized list on the 
right-hand side of her blog to help you locate specific posts.
http://abbottmusic.blogspot.com/
 
Jeremy Howard teaches PK-8th grade in Kentucky and started his blog to 
encourage other teachers in Kentucky as they teach the Kodály method.
 http://kentuckykodalyclassroom.blogspot.com/

Do you follow any other great blogs? If so, please share! Email 
kodalyedoftx@gmail.com or post it on our Facebook page.

Technology Tips for Kodály Teachers

by Alisha Gabriels

Music Blogs: A Wealth of Information!

http://www.mrsmiraclesmusicroom.com/
http://www.mrsmiraclesmusicroom.com/
http://abbottmusic.blogspot.com/
http://abbottmusic.blogspot.com/
http://kentuckykodalyclassroom.blogspot.com/
http://kentuckykodalyclassroom.blogspot.com/
mailto:kodalyedoftx@gmail.com
mailto:kodalyedoftx@gmail.com
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Louise Canafax: In Memoriam
By Cecile Johnson

A few pictures and a written newspaper obituary don’t really  
quite do justice to the woman, musician, teacher, friend, 
humanitarian and socialite that made Louise Canafax so 
memorable to those of us who knew her in the Kodály circles 
of KET and OAKE . She was definitely a true–blooded proud, 
strong and talented Texas female personality in the mold of a 
Governor Ann Richards or Molly Ivins.  Though she would not 
have shared their politics, like them however, she made a huge 
impact on those whom she taught and mentored and on all 

with whom she worked and played.

Class and sophistication, style and substance, warmth of personality, abundant 
generosity, and bigger-than-life Texas charm would become hallmarks of her life,  
work, teaching and interactions with students, friends, colleagues and benefactors 
of the arts community, especially in Fort Worth her chosen home for more than 40 
years. 

Louise was one of those young teachers in the early days of Kodály training here in 
the states and in Hungary.  She did Kodály studies at Sam Houston State 
University and at Wellesley, Mass then KCA Kodály Center of America with Denise 
Bacon and visiting Hungarian teachers. She never met a stranger and she probably  
knows more VIPs in the Kodály world than could be mentioned.  She traveled to 
Hungary on 3 different occasions and was instrumental in getting the KET chapter 
started in Texas and keeping it flourishing in the beginning years. I still marvel at 
how she got so many of us involved in the movement to the point we were running 
OAKE Conferences and planning lavish hospitality bags and banquets in Fort 
Worth, San Antonio, and in Dallas.  She was very proud of her 31 years of  teaching 
at Trinity Valley School in Fort Worth, a private school that to this day can boast 
hundreds of singers who were selected to perform in the OAKE National Honor 
choirs.  As a violist with the Gallery Quartet, she performed frequently for 
weddings, and society functions such as debutante balls and at the Kimball Art 
Museum. She invested of her time, talent and treasure to promote the Fort Worth 
Youth Orchestra and its young talent along with the docent program of the 
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Louise Canafax...continued

Fort Worth Symphony, educating and helping bring in young audiences to the concerts. 
She was a contractor and hired a lot of musicians for a variety of music jobs in the area. 
Behind the scenes she was a patron and true benefactor to many young musicians 
getting their start in this country.  She was the ultimate hostess as the “backstage 
mother” to the Cliburn Foundation Piano Competition and the amateur division as 
well. She always knew how to meet and greet with her Southern drawl and quickly 
made friends around the world. And what wonderful friends and colleagues she made 
as violist for 35 years at the New Hampshire Musical Festival. These loyal friendships  
have lasted over many lifetimes and there are so many “Louise “stories too numerous to 
tell.  

After Louise retired from her private school teaching, she donated her materials for 
KET to sell in order to help other teachers. Funds in KET are designated in her name 
for workshops and scholarships, and additional memorials can be made to KET in her 
name or to her other designated organizations such as the Fort Worth Youth Orchestra, 
The Van Cliburn Foundation or First Methodist Church, Ft. Worth.

Always the planner, she actually planned her own funeral music, readings and 
meditation. With her good friend Jan Green you know the reception was elegant and 
just Louise’s “cup of tea.”  A debt of gratitude is owed Louise Canafax for putting a 
gracious, loving and dedicated face to what a Kodály-inspired teacher looks like and 
acts like.  Many  teachers, students and friends, (myself included) have been influenced  
by her life and her presence in our own  lives, both personally and professionally. 

I had posted on Facebook that she died Saturday evening March 23rd probably just as 
the 2013 OAKE National Honors Choir Concert was finishing. I thought it a fitting 
departure really because she would have so wanted to hear the beautiful singing.  I 
choose to think she was called to the heavenly choir with the likes of so many 
wonderful Kodály teachers who have gone on before her.

 Louise Canafax is already missed. There are bound to be lots of personal recollections 
and memories. Finally this is true. KET, OAKE, the New Hampshire Music Festival, the 
Fort Worth arts community, her family and friends are all richer in spirit and stronger 
in history for her life’s work and  influence among us. 

Cecile Johnson
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Summer Training Programs
Check the KET website (www.ket.oake.org) and navigate to “Training 
Opportunities” then to “Certification Programs” to find the most updated 
information.

Austin ISD Kodály Initiative

Date: April 6 and June 10-21, 2013; 4 more dates in Fall 2013 TBD
Location: April location: Wooten Elementary, Austin, Texas; June location TBD
Levels: I, II, III (levels offered based on enrollment)
Cost: $30 per day or $275 for 11 days 
Instructors: Dr. Philip Tacka, Dr. Mícheál Houlahan, Gabriela Montoya-Stier
Contact: Patty Moreno, Patricia.H.Moreno@Austinisd.org

Conversational Solfège: 12 Steps to Music Literacy

Date: June 10-12, 2013
Location: Southern Methodist University; Dallas, Texas
Cost: $400
Instructor: John Feierabend
Contact: Julie Scott, scottj@smu.edu

Midwestern State University

Date: June 16-28, 2013
Location: Midwestern University; Wichita, Texas
Levels: I, II, III
Cost: $630 
Instructors: Dr. Susan Harvey, Dr. Alice Hammel, Dr. David Gadberry, Berta Hickox, and Joy  
Anderson
Contact: Dr. Susan Harvey, susan.harvey@mwsu.edu or 940-397-4624

Plano ISD Kodály Teacher Training Program at SMU

Date: July 1-3 and continuing July 8-19, 2013
Location: Southern Methodist University; Dallas, Texas
Levels: I, II, III; Choral Track Levels I & III
Cost: $800 
Instructors: Kenny Allen, Gay Baker deMontel, László Durányik, Lenke Igo, Cecile Johnson, 
Brenda Keen, Kathy Kuddes, and Kristin Moore
Contact: Julie Scott, scottj@smu.edu or call 214-768-3717

http://www.ket.oake.org
http://www.ket.oake.org
mailto:Patricia.H.Moreno@Austinisd.org
mailto:Patricia.H.Moreno@Austinisd.org
mailto:scottj@smu.edu
mailto:scottj@smu.edu
mailto:susan.harvey@mwsu.edu
mailto:susan.harvey@mwsu.edu
mailto:scottj@smu.edu
mailto:scottj@smu.edu
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Summer Training Continued...

Southeast Texas Kodály Certification Program

Date: June 10-27 (M-TH) and October 26, 2013
Location: Hill Intermediate School, Houston, Texas
Levels: I, II, III
Cost: $400 early bird registration through April 30; regular registration is $450 through May 
17. 
Instructors: Rhona Brink, Cecile Johnson, Mary Neeley Stevens
Contact: Colleen Riddle, criddle@aldine.k12.tx.us 

Texas State University Certification Program

Date: July 8-24, 2013
Location: Texas State University; San Marcos, Texas
Levels: I, II, III
Cost: $350
Instructors: Dr. Philip Tacka, Dr. Mícheál Houlahan, Gabriela Montoya-Stier
Contact: Lisa Roebuck, lisa_roebuck@roundrockisd.org; 
Patricia Moreno, patricia.h.moreno@austinisd.org

University of Houston/Kodály Institute of Houston

Date: July 25 - August 9, 2013
Location: University of Houston; Houston, Texas
Levels: I, II, III
Cost: $600; early bird registration of $500 by May 3 with a non-refundable deposit of $150
Instructors: Rhona Brink, László Durányik, Cecile Johnson, Mary Neeley Stevens
Contact: 713-743-3398 or msmpcs@central.uh.edu

U of H Choral Directors Conference: August 5-9, 2013; more details on www.pcs.uh.edu

U of H Children’s Kodály Choir Camp: August 5-9, 2013; more details on www.pcs.uh.edu

Our website is being updated as more training programs finalize their 
information. Please check it regularly for programs near you!

mailto:criddle@aldine.k12.tx.us
mailto:criddle@aldine.k12.tx.us
https://sites.google.com/site/kodalytx/certification-programs/tx-state
https://sites.google.com/site/kodalytx/certification-programs/tx-state
mailto:lisa_roebuck@roundrockisd.org
mailto:lisa_roebuck@roundrockisd.org
mailto:patricia.h.moreno@austinisd.org
mailto:patricia.h.moreno@austinisd.org
https://sites.google.com/site/kodalytx/certification-programs/tx-state
https://sites.google.com/site/kodalytx/certification-programs/tx-state
mailto:msmpcs@central.uh.edu
mailto:msmpcs@central.uh.edu
http://www.pcs.uh.edu
http://www.pcs.uh.edu
http://www.pcs.uh.edu
http://www.pcs.uh.edu
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KET is proud to announce the winners of our first teacher training 
scholarships!  Our winners are:

 Lisa Niswander        José Pelaez         Jenny Todd         Kelley Tucker 

  These 4 dedicated teachers will receive a $350 scholarship to the OAKE 
  endorsed training program of their choice for the summer of 2013.  They 
  submitted letters of recommendation and an essay detailing the importance of 
  the Kodály teaching method.

   Lisa Niswander is in Bryan, Texas and teaches at Johnson Elementary.  She 
   plans to take Level I this summer at the Southeast Texas Kodály Certification
   program.   

  José Pelaez is in Houston, Texas and teaches at Galena Park Elementary.  He 
  will continue his training with Level II this summer at the Texas State 
  University training program.

  Jenny Todd is in Houston, Texas and teaches at Post Elementary School.  
  She plans to complete Level III at the University of Houston training program 
  this summer.

  Kelley Tucker is in San Antonio, Texas and will graduate from Trinity 
  University this May with her Master of Arts in Teaching.  She is planning to take 
  Level I at the Texas State University training program this summer.
 

Congratulations to these 4 fabulous scholarship winners!

KET Training Scholarship Winners!
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Who are you? 
We spend so much time focusing on the students, refining our 
process, selecting literature, etc. However, when is the last time 
you stopped and thought about YOU? When is the last time you 
thought about your unique contribution from your life and how who 
you are interacts with what you do? When is the last time you 
asked the Parker Palmer question, “Who is the self that teaches?” 
The goal of this article is to foster reflection on who we are and 
what we do; how each teacher can celebrate his/her unique 
contribution and still cherish the unique harmony made by our professional family. 

Superteacher to the Rescue?!?
“Who we are, more correctly, who we ʻseeʼ ourselves being has a tremendous impact on how 
we live our life, who we invite into our lives, how we treat people and how we expect to be 
treated.” In the past, I often compared what I did to some imagined ideal of a super Kodály 
teacher, or Hungarian children singing in 4-part harmony. I heard great ideas and stories about 
what my friends did in their classrooms and felt sorry for my own students who did not get the 
amazing experiences it seemed like my friendsʼ students got; often not recognizing the 
amazing experiences my own students received. There were some areas of my teaching I just 
did not feel comfortable in, and possibly never would (e.g. teaching recorder). I would make 
herculean resolutions to do better next year, to try harder to be. . . what?!? What was the 
imagined “Kodály Superteacher” that I was “supposed” to be? (“Superman” theme here!) Was 
that even realistic? Did my “ideal” account for my school context or my own life history and the 
wealth of experiences? Was it even possible to reach the status proposed by my “ideal”? 
Below is my journey of self-discovery, as I began to listen to my inner teacher.
#

Teaching Out of My Self
After a season of reflection this year, I have come to realize that we bring all of who we are as 
teachers, and as people, all of our past experiences and present realities to the table when we 
teach, We canʼt help it. Who we are, is part of what we do, whether we like it or not. This is 
evident in my teaching through a peek into my lesson plans. Anyone who knows me, knows 
that I absolutely adore jazz improvisation. I love the feeling of having a structure, but leaving 
some room to play inside that framework. One friend – who shall remain nameless – asked me 
why I did not plan out every single transition to the nth degree. Honestly, I had to leave space 
for me – space for my students - to play, to improvise, our interactions together. I needed some 
freedom. We wouldʼve missed out on some magical classroom moments if I strictly planned it 
all out ahead of time! 

Sit a Spell: Take a Moment to Ask About YOU!

By Corrie Box
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Becoming My Self Through Teaching
Not only do we bring who we are to what we do, but what we do also shapes who we are. I 
lived overseas and consider myself a “global person.” When I started teaching, I wanted my 
students to experience a sense of being part of the big wide world, frequently using world 
music literature in class lessons. International students found dignity, students of various 
ethnic backgrounds valued their heritage, and we all became more open to the big, wide, 
world. These experiences made my identity as a global person develop into my being a global 
teacher. Who I was as a teacher developed from what I did with my students; my identity 
formed from their smiling faces, and eager learning. How did I learn about who I was as a 
teacher? I took time to sit, to reflect on who I was, who my students were, who I wanted to 
become, and why. 

Sit a Spell
There is a problem with sharing my stories. I am afraid some of you will decide that you need 
to be a global teacher, that you need to plan like a jazz musician (while some of you are 
properly horrified by my planning style.) When in fact, each one of you has a unique situation, 
a unique background, and unique challenges. According to Lois Choksy, one of the founders 
of Kodály teaching in North America, “I only hope that teachers using these books bring 
understanding, intelligence and musicality to the task. And I hope they realize that there is no 
one ʻrightʼ order or process. And that only they can know what is ʻrightʼ for their children.” The 
only way to access unique teaching for you and your students is through reflection. 
# For real inner growth to happen in our teacher selves, we need to eke out space for 
reflection on the exchange who we are and what we do. According to Palmer, “Any authentic 
call ultimately comes from the voice of the teacher within, the voice that invites me to honor 
the nature of my true self.” Take a moment today – with a cup of coffee or a Coke or whatever 
you like – and take a moment to listen to your inner conscience, your inner teacher, for who 
you are and who you need to become. However, you might say,  “I debrief after an event? Isnʼt 
that teacher reflection?” Only if it is for an evaluation! 

Beautiful Moments 
“Many times former students have approached me. . . not one of them has ever said, ʻThat 
was a wonderful lesson on fa that day in 4th grade. . . they have. . . recalled specific songs we 
sang, pieces of music we listened to, concerts we gave. . .” – Often as a teacher, as I reflect 
on an event, I focus on what worked, what didnʼt and how to make it better. Do I take time to 
enjoy the magical moments? Do I take time to reflect on what was truly meaningful for me 
after a successful performance? It doesnʼt have to ALWAYS be about the kids! Take time to 
savor those moments that were not only beautiful for the students, but that were memorable 
for YOU as well! Sometimes as teachers, we are more likely to remember what we taught, 
than the precious moments when we connect on a deeper level; the moments when our 
students become our teachers. Yet, it is those precious moments that give deep meaning to 
our practice. Let all of the funny things the kids say and the great class interactions soak into 
who you are; who you are always becoming as a teacher, and as a human being.

Sit a Spell: Take a Moment to Ask About YOU!
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 Write them down; record them into a voice recorder while you are driving away from school; 
keep them in whatever way works for you, to remind you why you do what you do! When 
youʼre reflecting, celebrate the unique YOU! 

Unique is okay! 
As Kodály teachers, we have some awesome tools in our bag of tricks: (tuning forks, solfege 
ladders, music literacy, tuneful singing, folk music, quality music, etc.). According to Choksy, 
“Iʼm not suggesting that fa and ti-ti-ta are not important, but rather that they are only the 
vehicle. Music, real music, must be the destination.” Just as we all drive different cars and use 
different routes to get where weʼre going, we all have different personalities and will approach 
teaching in different ways. Our choices stem from our school, our students, and, most deeply, 
from who we are! As we learn about our unique tones, let them blend with our colleagues to 
create our collective, unique harmony. 
#
We Gather Together
I always love singing, “We Gather Together” with my Kodály teaching family. The beautiful 
harmonies remind me that though we teach in many different contexts with many different 
flavors. We come from many different backgrounds and experiences. Yet for those three 
minutes, we are singing in harmony, of one and heart to help our students, to help our world. 
Let us bring some of that harmony, who we are as Kodály educators, into what we do. Let us 
allow our students to sing in their harmony, teaching them to be who they are, blending with 
others into our own, beautiful, unique song, for the good of all. “To remember in this moment of 
friendship, love and joy, that music made together can one day heal mankind!” 

Corrie Box is currently a doctoral student at Arizona State University and has presented on Kodály 
topics in Texas, Minnesota and New Mexico. Wherever she goes, a little part her heart will always 
remain with her KET family. She looks forward to hearing stories of your teaching journey at: 
corrie.box@asu.edu.

i.	  Palmer,	  Parker.	  2007.	  Courage	  to	  Teach.	  San	  Francisco,	  CA:	  Josey-‐Bass,	  7.
ii.	  Dolloff,	  Lori-‐Anne.	  2007.	  “All	  the	  things	  we	  are”:	  Balancing	  our	  multiple	  identities	  in	  music	  teaching.	  
Action,	  Criticism	  &	  Theory	  for	  Music	  Education	  6(2),	  2.
iii.	  Choksy,	  Lois.	  2003.	  Making	  (which?)	  music	  together.	  International	  Kodály	  Society	  Bulletin	  28(2),	  9.
iv.	  Palmer,	  34.
v.	  Choksy,	  Making	  (which?)	  music	  together,	  5.
vi.	  Choksy,	  Making	  (which?)	  music	  together,	  5.

Sit a Spell: Take a Moment to Ask About YOU!

mailto:corrie@corriebox.com
mailto:corrie@corriebox.com
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OAKE Conference Review
Congratulations to the following Texas OAKE teachers who 

had choir members in the National Choirs this year!

Nancy Allen, McKinney 
Stephen Bedford, Houston 

Beth Berridge, Lubbock 
Jennifer Bollinger, Arlington

Angela Brill, Houston
Alan Buratto, Fort Worth

Kristy Card, McKinney
Kurt Cereske, Lubbock

Susie Fergus, Fort Worth
Beverly Fleming, Lubbock 
Neadra Green, McKinney

Judy Holloway, Fort Worth
Kathleen Jamison, San Antonio 

Brenda Keen, Plano 
Audra Parrish, Houston 
Ruth Shock, Fort Worth

Lindsey Spitsberg, Lubbock

The concerts were amazing. All the teachers worked very hard to submit the 
audition CDs and then prepare their students for the concert. It is a huge 

accomplishment and we are so proud of our Texas teachers.
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Final Thoughts
by Lauren Bain, KET Vice-President

As I sit down to write this brief article, I think of how blessed I am to be 
the editor of this newsletter. Why? I love music education. I get to talk to 
my friends, probe my colleagues’ brilliant minds, and pick the brain of 
music education experts. I get to read great articles and meet many great 
musicians in our field. Did you know that KET is full of incredible 
teachers with a vast amount of experience and knowledge? I wish I could 
attend every workshop that is posted on the website! And the longer I 
work in this organization, the more grateful I am to be a part of it. 

KET has several board members rotating off and new ones joining. A 
HUGE thank you to Emily Jones, Lisa Roebuck, Debra Johnson, and 

Greg Britt who have served KET the past few years. We look forward to working with Christina 
Svec, Rebecca Juárez, Meredith Riggs, and Kayla Gentry as their replacements. KET will have 
another great year planned for you!

The Executive Board will be meeting in June to discuss the organization and plan ahead. How 
can we serve you? What ideas do you have for us? How can KET best serve the needs of our 
members and the music students in Texas? Let us know by sending an email to 
kodalyedoftx@gmail.com.

Finish this year well, and enjoy your summer!
 Lauren Bain

Additional Information

Check our website for updated information concerning workshops, meetings, and the latest 
news! Go to www.ket.oake.org and click on the “KET Website” link in the middle of the page 
to be redirected to the new site.

“Like” us on Facebook! Search for “Kodály Educators of Texas” and press “like.” You can read 
updates and keep track of other KET members through this outlet.

Questions or comments? Email us at kodalyedoftx@gmail.com or our President Brenda Keen 
at brenda.keen@pisd.edu. 

mailto:kodalyedoftx@gmail.com
mailto:kodalyedoftx@gmail.com
http://www.ket.oake.org
http://www.ket.oake.org
mailto:kodalyedoftx@gmail.com
mailto:kodalyedoftx@gmail.com
mailto:brenda.keen@pisd.edu
mailto:brenda.keen@pisd.edu

