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Meet our newly elected and
re-elected board members!

A HUGE thank you to Evan Anderson for serving KET
as our West Texas Rep for the past 2 years.
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West Texas 
Representative

Gay deMontel
South Texas 
Representative

Lauren Bain
Vice President

Kristin Moore
Secretary
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President’s Column
 Happy Spring. I am 
writing this article 
after I sat with some 
very grumpy fourth 
graders who had just 
finished their 
STAAR writing test. 
Poor things. The 
only thing they were 
allowed to do when 
finished is read or 
sleep. They were 
going stir crazy. This 

is one of those days when I really appreciate 
my job. There isn't a lot of sitting and being 
quiet in my room. These students are at 
lunch now and soon they will go to rotation. 
I am relieving my substitute and we will play  
singing games. Any game they want. We will 
run and sing.

    A few weeks ago was the OAKE 
conference. I attended my first OAKE 
conference when it was in San Antonio in 
2001. I have regularly attended OAKE since 
that year and I love it.  TMEA is great, 
affordable, and right down the road. But 
there is something about OAKE. The people 
you meet and see present at OAKE are the 
best of the best. You will make new friends 
from across the nation. I attend many 
wonderful sessions and absorb as much as I 
can, but I also enjoy a meal or two with 
friends that I have made along the way. This 
past conference, I was at dinner with a new 
friend from Boston, Philip Montgomery, 
and he told me how he teaches 
Kindergarten. It was so inspiring, I had to 
take notes. If you have never attended an 
OAKE conference, please make plans to 

attend this next one in 2015 in Minneapolis 
or in 2016 in Long Beach, California.

     I hope your next month and a half goes 
smoothly. It seems like when the classroom 
teachers slow down, my work speeds up. 
Between PTA performances, talent shows 
(which I thankfully don't have to do 
anymore), spring choir concerts, or end of 
the year performances for awards 
presentations, I don't slow down until the 
final day.  But that's o.k. I have learned to 
present mostly music that the students 
learned in the music classroom. If you 
would like to know more about how to 
present your curriculum music for future 
performance, email me atkjohns@fisd.us.

Katherine Johns
KET President

Additional Information

Website: www.ket.oake.org 
FaceBook Page:  Kodály Educators of Texas
FaceBook Group:  Kodály Educators of Texas - 
ask to join. 

Questions or comments? Email us at 
kodalyedoftx@gmail.com or our President 
Katherine Johns at kjohns@fisd.us. 

mailto:kjohns@fisd.us
mailto:kjohns@fisd.us
http://www.ket.oake.org
http://www.ket.oake.org
mailto:kodalyedoftx@gmail.com
mailto:kodalyedoftx@gmail.com
mailto:kjohns@fisd.us
mailto:kjohns@fisd.us


3

The iPad is the newest technology craze to hit the education system. 
Technology should not be a distraction but should aid in the learning 
process. How can we as music educators be proactive in staying updated on the latest 
technology, without compromising the quality of our craft?

There are an incredible amount of valuable iPad apps available to educators, and I would like 
feature my favorite non-music app. So often music teachers feel that they have to an app that 
will do one specific thing, when in reality, they can take a popular app and manipulate it to 
their advantage.

Notability is a relatively inexpensive app that can be used for writing and 
worksheets. You can import worksheets directly into the app, or students can 
load a worksheet from a website. Please note that Notability only works with 
PDF documents.

I upload worksheets to my website so my 
students could go there on their iPads and 
open the document in Notability. When they 
have tapped on the document on the website, 
they tap once on the screen to show the 
“Open” options. Tap the second option “Open 
in...”

Once their iPad shows the “Open” 
options, they tap on the Notability app 
in order to open the worksheet in 
Notability.

TECH TIME
Technology Tips for Kodály Teachers

by Guest Columnist, Lauren Bain
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Notability allows the user to modify a PDF by drawing, typing, and erasing on the screen. All 
changes are saved in the app.

When the student is finished 
with the worksheet, they tap the 
Export button and can select a 
variety of options to send it back 
to you. My students send it to a 
shared Dropbox account on our 
school server, where I can drag 
the items off to my desktop and 
grade it.

*Hint: because one finger draws on the 
page, you will need to use two fingers 
to scroll down!

4th graders working on recorder 
notation and fingering.
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Lauren Bain
Carl Schurz Elementary
New Braunfels ISD

Completed 2nd grade 
worksheet writing do. 

1st graders writing Hot Cross 
Buns in rhythmic notation.
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It’s	  Easier	  Than	  You	  Think!
Using	  Instruments	  in	  a	  Kodály	  classroom

	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  By	  Kris=n	  Vogt	  Moore

A	  lot	  of	  'mes	  when	  I	  clinic,	  the	  general	  feeling	  about	  instruments	  is	  similar.	  	  As	  
Kodály	  teachers	  we	  are	  very	  detailed	  oriented	  and	  are	  afraid	  of	  messing	  it	  up	  and	  
not	  doing	  the	  methodology	  jus'ce.	  	  But	  I	  promise,	  it’s	  much	  easier	  than	  you	  think	  
to	  s'll	  maintain	  the	  Kodály	  approach	  while	  also	  extending	  into	  another	  musical	  
experience	  for	  you	  and	  your	  students.

	   By	  using	  standard	  high	  quality	  repertoire	  as	  a	  basis	  the	  rest	  is	  easy	  and	  
enjoyable.	  	  Here	  are	  a	  few	  ways	  to	  incorporate	  instruments	  into	  songs	  you	  probably	  
already	  use	  in	  the	  classroom.

Hey	  Hey	  Look	  at	  Me	  (K-‐1st	  Grade)

Teacher	  Process:	  (teaching	  objec've	  –	  steady	  beat	  extension	  and	  early	  part	  work)

1.	   Students	  sing	  known	  song

2.	   Students	  sing	  known	  song	  +	  paSng	  steady	  beat

3.	   Teacher	  shows	  students	  where	  to	  play	  the	  steady	  beat	  on	  the	  instruments	  (F1	  
and	  C2)

4.	   Students	  sing	  song	  +	  play	  steady	  beat

•	
 Teacher	  'p	  –	  I	  use	  my	  “smelly”	  which	  is	  just	  flavored	  chaps'ck	  for	  those	  
students	  who	  found	  the	  right	  spot	  on	  the	  instruments	  all	  by	  themselves.

•	
 At	  the	  end	  of	  the	  song	  if	  everyone	  was	  also	  singing	  I	  reward	  them	  with	  
around	  20	  seconds	  of	  free	  explora'on	  on	  the	  instruments.
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Using	  Instruments...con=nued

Let	  Us	  Chase	  the	  Squirrel	  (2nd	  Grade)

Teacher	  Process:	  (teaching	  objec've	  –	  os'nato:	  rhythmic	  or	  melodic	  playing)

1.	   Students	  sing	  known	  song

2.	   Students	  sing	  known	  song	  +	  paSng	  steady	  beat

3.	   Students	  sing	  known	  song	  +	  tapping	  rhythm

•	
 You	  have	  some	  op'ons	  here	  as	  far	  as	  what	  to	  do	  and	  add	  on	  the	  

instruments.	  	  There	  have	  been	  years	  when	  I	  play	  a	  rhythmic	  os'nato	  using:

	   	   	   	  

	  Or	  having	  some	  play	  the	  melody	  of	  the	  known	  song	  while	  those	  that	  need	  the	  
op'on	  of	  the	  os'nato	  making	  it	  a	  great	  way	  to	  differen'ate.	  	  For	  the	  melodic	  
playing	  I	  created	  this	  visual	  aid:

	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  

	  •  This	  song	  can	  not	  use	  steady	  beat	  because	  of	  the	  func'onal	  harmony.	  	  So	  
use	  careful	  judgment	  when	  deciding	  what	  to	  do	  for	  your	  song	  material.	  
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Using	  Instruments...con=nued

My	  Paddle	  (Canoe	  Song)	  (3rd	  Grade)

Teaching	  Process:	  (teaching	  objec've	  –	  melodic	  os'nato,	  low	  la	  center)

1.	   Students	  sing	  known	  song	  +	  paSng	  steady	  beat

2.	   Students	  sing	  known	  song	  +	  tapping	  the	  rhythm

3.	   Students	  sing	  melodic	  os'nato	  

	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  

4.	   Transfer	  the	  os'nato	  onto	  instruments	  with	  the	  following	  visual	  aid

Ding	  Dong	  (3rd/4th	  Grade)

Teaching	  Process:	  (teaching	  objec've	  –	  high	  do	  /	  variant	  mo'ves)

1.	   Students	  sing	  known	  song	  +	  paSng	  steady	  beat

2.	   Students	  sing	  known	  song	  +	  tapping	  rhythm

3.	   Students	  sing	  known	  song	  with	  solfege

4.	   Students	  discover	  mo'vic	  form	  (a	  b	  a	  bv)

5.	   Teacher	  sing	  mo've	  “a”	  and	  students	  echo	  +	  air	  play	  using	  the	  visual	  aid
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Using	  Instruments...con=nued

1.	   Teacher	  sing	  mo've	  “b”	  and	  students	  echo	  +	  air	  play	  using	  the	  visual	  aid

2.	   Students	  use	  the	  form	  (a	  b	  a	  bv)	  to	  play	  the	  en're	  piece

3.	   For	  an	  extra	  challenge,	  students	  can	  play	  in	  a	  canon	  (i.e.	  metals	  vs.	  woods	  or	  
by	  voicing	  of	  instruments)

• Teacher	  'ps	  –	  most	  of	  the	  kindergarden	  experiences	  in	  my	  classroom	  
are	  meant	  for	  steady	  beat	  and	  explora'on	  purposes.	  	  I	  also	  use	  the	  
instruments	  in	  preparing	  so-‐mi	  and	  improvisa'on.

• There	  are	  so	  many	  op'ons	  to	  add	  instruments	  in	  a	  quality	  way	  for	  a	  
musical	  experience.	  Have	  fun!

Kris=n	  Moore
Brinker	  Elementary,
Plano	  ISD
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Summer Training Programs
Check the KET website (www.ket.oake.org) and navigate to “Training 
Opportunities” then to “Certification Programs” to find the most updated 
information.

Austin ISD Kodály Initiative

Date: June 9-20, 2014
Location: Wooten Elementary, 1406 Dale, Austin, Texas 78757
Levels: I, II, III
Cost: $30 per day or $275 for 11 days 
Instructors: Dr. Philip Tacka and Dr. Mícheál Houlahan
Contact: Patty Moreno, Patricia.H.Moreno@Austinisd.org

Midwestern State University

Date: June 22 - July 4, 2014
Location: Midwestern University; Wichita, Texas
Levels: I, II, III
Cost: $630 
Instructors: Dr. Susan Harvey, Dr. Alice Hammel, Dr. David Gadberry, Berta Hickox, 
and Joy Anderson
Contact: Dr. Susan Harvey, susan.harvey@mwsu.edu or 940-397-4624

Plano ISD Kodály Teacher Training Program at SMU

Date: June 30 - July 17 
Location: Southern Methodist University; Dallas, Texas
Levels: I, II, III; Choral Track Levels I & II
Cost: $800 
Instructors: Kenny Allen, Gay Baker deMontel, László Durányik, Lenke Igo, Cecile 
Johnson, Brenda Keen, Kathy Kuddes, and Kristin Moore
Contact: Julie Scott, scottj@smu.edu or call 214-768-3717

http://www.ket.oake.org
http://www.ket.oake.org
mailto:Patricia.H.Moreno@Austinisd.org
mailto:Patricia.H.Moreno@Austinisd.org
mailto:susan.harvey@mwsu.edu
mailto:susan.harvey@mwsu.edu
mailto:scottj@smu.edu
mailto:scottj@smu.edu
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Summer Training Continued...

Southeast Texas Kodály Certification Program

Date: June 9 - 26, 2014 (M-TH); October 25, 2014 (Sat)
Location: Hill Intermediate School, 2625 W. Mount Houston, Houston, Texas 77038
Levels: I, II, III
Cost: $400 early bird registration through April 30; regular registration is $450, May 1 - 
16. 
Instructors: Rhona Brink, Cecile Johnson, Mary Neeley Stevens
Contact: Colleen Riddle, criddle@aldine.k12.tx.us 

Texas State University Certification Program

Date: July 7 - 23, 2014
Location: Texas State University; San Marcos, Texas
Levels: I, II, III
Cost: $350
Instructors: Dr. Philip Tacka, Dr. Mícheál Houlahan, Gabriela Montoya-Stier
Contact: Lisa Roebuck, lisa_roebuck@roundrockisd.org; 
Patricia Moreno, patricia.h.moreno@austinisd.org

University of Houston/Kodály Institute of Houston

Date: July 21 - August 8, 2014
Location: University of Houston; Houston, Texas
Levels: I, II, III
Cost: $600; early bird registration of $500 by May 2 with a non-refundable deposit of 
$150
Instructors: Rhona Brink, László Durányik, Cecile Johnson, Mary Neeley Stevens
Contact: 713-743-3398 or msmpcs@central.uh.edu

Our website is being updated as more training programs finalize their 
information. Please check it regularly for programs near you!

mailto:criddle@aldine.k12.tx.us
mailto:criddle@aldine.k12.tx.us
https://sites.google.com/site/kodalytx/certification-programs/tx-state
https://sites.google.com/site/kodalytx/certification-programs/tx-state
mailto:lisa_roebuck@roundrockisd.org
mailto:lisa_roebuck@roundrockisd.org
mailto:patricia.h.moreno@austinisd.org
mailto:patricia.h.moreno@austinisd.org
https://sites.google.com/site/kodalytx/certification-programs/tx-state
https://sites.google.com/site/kodalytx/certification-programs/tx-state
mailto:msmpcs@central.uh.edu
mailto:msmpcs@central.uh.edu
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KET is proud to announce the winners of our 2014 teacher training 
scholarships!  Our winners are:

 Michael Leonas    Darla Meek     Maribel Ryburn     Rachel Woodward

  These 4 dedicated teachers will receive a $350 scholarship to the OAKE 
  endorsed training program of their choice for the summer of 2014.  They 
  submitted applications and an essay detailing the importance of the Kodály 
  teaching method.

  Michael Leonas teaches at Santa Clara Academy in Dallas, Texas.  He 
  plans to take Level I this summer at the SMU Certification program.   

  Darla Meek is a professor at Texas A&M Commerce University in Commerce, 
  Tx.  She will complete her training with Level III this summer at the University 
  of Houston training program.

  Maribel Ryburn teaches at Dripping Springs Elementary School in Dripping 
  Springs, Texas.  She plans to take Level I at the Texas State University training 
  program this summer.

  Rachel Woodward teaches in San Antonio ISD in San Antonio, Tx.  She will 
  complete her training with Level III at the SMU Certification program this 
  summer.
 

Congratulations to these 4 fabulous scholarship winners!

KET Training Scholarship Winners!
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My OAKE Experience
                                                                                                                 by Kayla Gentry

 Southern Harmony: Music for Everyone was my first OAKE conference. I am 
always excited for opportunities to fresh my skills, learn new techniques, and 
collaborate with colleagues.  In addition to constantly checking the weather status for 
Atlanta, in the week prior to the conference, I found myself spending a lot of time 
looking through the Guidebook app to read about all of the sessions offered. It wasn’t 
quite the same as getting the pre-TMEA magazine and having to filter through all of the 
sessions with my giant yellow sharpie looking for ones that were labeled with E or V 
(by the way this is one of the highlights of my year) and then choose my best fit; the 
Guidebook for OAKE was much more conscience and every session was applicable to 
my current teaching practice. A definite perk to this conference!

 With any professional development opportunity, I ask myself these questions: Is 
the presented material appropriate for my students? Is the process of teaching sound? 
Am I already doing this in an effective way or can I make it better by incorporating the 
newly suggested ideas? I am constantly thinking about my teaching and how to 
improve upon my current plans.

 Here are a few of my favorite moments. Beginning with the opening ceremony, I 
was blown away by the passion for singing shared in a performance by the African 
American Choral Ensemble from the University of Georgia. They made such a strong 
connection with the audience. My students would benefit from seeing this group 
perform; their joy for singing was so contagious! 

Friday morning, I began my day with a folk dancing session led by Sandy 
Knudson. She modeled well-planned sequencing throughout the session and 
encouraged us to consider how we personally sequence the teaching of dance moves in 
our own classrooms. This session inspired me to critically think about the dances I 
choose for musical purposes and well as movement purposes and to evaluate the 
placement of those dances in my curriculum. I have also been making connections 
between dance steps in singing games and folk dances to recorded music within my 
lessons. 
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My OAKE Experience...continued

 iPads in the Kodály-Inspired Classroom by Nyssa Brown and Lennie Davis was 
another one of my favorite sessions. This dynamic duo offered different apps to use 
while moving from lower level to higher level application of technology skills. From 
simply using an app for students to write rhythmic or melodic dictation (screen shot for 
a quick assessment) to using apps for composing, these music technology activities 
were simple to use and would enhance a music lesson without making technology a 
higher priority than singing and music-making in general. 

 The ability to have deep conversations with colleagues who share the same 
beliefs about the teaching process was simply priceless. In many of these conversations, 
I was reminded of how import it is to relate the concept back to the song material. I 
almost have as many notes just from conversations in-between sessions as I do from the 
sessions.  

 The OAKE National Conference Choirs Concert was the perfect ending for two days of 
refreshing learning experiences. I am still reflecting on the experience and beginning to apply 
what I learned. I am definitely looking forward to attending and OAKE National Conference 
again!

Kayla Gentry
Wayne A. Cox Elementary,
Northwest ISD
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OAKE Conference Review

Congratulations to the following Texas OAKE teachers who 
had choir members in the National Choirs this year!

Tracey Aycock, Houston
Angela Brill, Houston

Alan Buratto, Fort Worth
Kristy Card, McKinney

Li-chen Chiang, Lubbock
Kurt Cereske, Lubbock

Susie Fergus, Fort Worth
Beverly Fleming, Lubbock 

Judy Holloway, Fort Worth
Brenda Keen, Plano 

Laurie Robertson, Houston
Ruth Shook, Fort Worth

The concerts were amazing. All the teachers worked very hard to submit the 
audition CDs and then prepare their students for the concert. It is a huge 

accomplishment and we are so proud of our Texas teachers.
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Final Thoughts
by Lauren Bain, KET Vice-President

The 2014 conference in Atlanta was my first OAKE conference. It was a 
wonderful experience of learning, reflecting, observing, discussing, 
evaluating, and relaxing while being surrounded by fellow Kodály teachers. 
This is an event I will try to attend every year! If you have not yet traveled to 
an OAKE conference, I highly encourage you to attend next year in 
Minneapolis.

Shortly after returning home from that mountaintop experience, the first 
round of STAAR testing made its way through Texas. Everyone goes a little 
crazy around testing time! Despite what we as educators may feel about high 
stakes standardized testing, change occurs over a long time period. Lots of 
sacrifice, hard work, long hours, personal reputations, and patience have to 
be put on the line time after time to implement effective change. However, 

I’m tired of complaining about the problem...I want to DO something! And if I cannot overhaul the 
education system and testing pressure by myself overnight, then what can I do? 

As a teenager, I often heard my mother talk about my attitude. Of course, this annoyed me because, 
as a teenager, I knew everything already. Ha! As an adult, I’m still learning to catch my 
“baditude” (bad + attitude) and adjust it. Baditudes are extremely contagious and will quickly spoil 
an event, a group of people, a campus climate, or worse...a generation of students. If I do not adjust 
my attitude, my teaching and interaction with my students is affected.  We may not be able to change 
the testing mania, but we can change our reactions and behavior.

As teachers, let’s begin by encouraging each other rather than joining the “vent” sessions. Engage in 
discussions that lead to productive and positive attitudes. Offer solutions that you’ll be a part of, 
rather than complain about the situation. Choose to see the silver lining over the dark clouds. Smile 
rather than frown. Play a few more singing games with your classes. Email their teachers with 
compliments about their classroom. Give your coworkers a compliment. Bring breakfast tacos or 
donuts for the teachers one morning. Speak directly to the person that offended you rather than 
telling everyone else about it.

In the end, I’d rather be a part of the solution...a part of making others’ lives better, rather than 
contributing to the stress and complaints. There will always be something to complain about and we 
may not be able to change it, but we can change the way we react to it. I cannot change the problems 
in the system, but I can make others’ lives more pleasant long the way.

Finish this year well. Be a part of the solution!
 
 Lauren Bain


