
                                

1

!

    Kodály Educators of  Texas,                                                                                                                                           August 2014
    an affiliate chapter of  the Organization of  American Kodály Educators 

In This Issue...
President’s Column .............................................. 2
Tech Time ............................................................... 3
Fall Workshops ..................................................... 5

Summer Training Reports  .................................. 8
Final Thoughts .................................................... 12

The Encounter

Congrats to our newly appointed officers!

Webmaster
JASON MINCY

  

Mr. Mincy currently serves as the Choir Director 
and Elementary Music Teacher (K-5) for Nocona 
Elementary School in Nocona, Texas. Mr. Mincy 
received his bachelor of Music Education from 
Midwestern State University (MSU) in Wichita 
Falls, TX with additional studies at Northern 
Arizona University (NAU) in Flagstaff, AZ. He is 
currently enrolled in the Summer Kodály 
program at MSU and will receive his certification 
at the end of Level III in the Summer of 2015.

In his free time, Mr. Mincy enjoys spending time 
with friends and family, cooking, raising animals 
and singing while doing almost anything.

Social Media Coordinator
BETH CARTER

Beth Carter received her Bachelor’s Degree in 
Elementary Music at the University of North 
Texas in 2009.  She has her OAKE Endorsed 
Certificate of Completion in Kodály which she 
completed at Southern Methodist University in 
2012.  This fall she will be starting her 5th year 
in Denton ISD at Evers Park Elementary where 
she teaches Kindergarten through 5th grade.  
Beth’s hobbies include playing her oboe in the 
Denton Community Band, bowling on 
Wednesday evenings with her family, and 
playing goalkeeper on her soccer team.
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President’s Column

As I write this article, I have five days until 2014 in service begins. I 
look forward to a new year. I don’t look forward to getting up at 5 
a.m. again, but I had a wonderful summer. A good balance of work 
and play. 

I was lucky to spend an entire week with the wonderful Dr. Lamar 
Robertson. One evening over dinner, he told me how he became a 
Kodály educator. I wish I had recorded it (and that I wasn’t 
drinking a margarita.) I was very lucky and honored to have had 
that conversation with this great man. He will be coming back to 
Texas sometime this year for a workshop in Beaumont. I hope to 

attend this workshop, but Beaumont will be half a day’s drive from my home. 

This brings up a topic from our recent board meeting. The KET board met prior to 
TCDA via Skype. Besides Lamar, there will be at least two workshops in every region: 
central, north, south, and west. As we discussed the regions and workshop, we came 
across the same problem we always have…..Texas is sooooo big. It is hard to break this 
huge state up into regions and reach everyone. There are areas of Texas that have 
members that have no workshops offered in that area. 

Are you in an area that could host a KET workshop? Would you be interested in 
coordinating with an area representative in bringing a workshop to your area? I’m 
looking for volunteers to help KET provide more workshops to more areas. 

You do not have to make a commitment, just send me an email about having a 
workshop closer to your neck of the woods. kjohns@fisd.us 

Katherine Johns
KET President

mailto:kjohns@fisd.us
mailto:kjohns@fisd.us


                                

3

Online Music Games: Who Has Time?

by Alisha Gabriel

The truth is, there are many great online resources to incorporate into 

our teaching. They shouldn't be used to replace good teaching, but to 
enhance it. Here are a few tips for success: 

Staff Wars - Use this simple game for letter name practice in treble, 

bass or alto clef. For added fun, turn out the lights! The desktop 

version of this game is free and the app for iPhones and iPads is $.99. 

JoyTunes for Recorder is brought to you by the same folks that 

created Piano Dust Busters. It's free to play online, but students need a 

microphone and recorder.  The app is $1.99.

TECH TIME
Technology Tips for Kodály Teachers

1. Load the game in advance and minimize it on your 
computer screen.

2. Set aside the last five minutes of class for practice.

3. Be sure your students have the knowledge and skills 
to be successful. The games don’t teach the concept, 
but could be used occasionally as an incentive.

4. Share the web address so students can find it at 
home and keep playing!

5. Try each game in advance before using them with 
students.
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Alisha Gabriel teaches at Great Oaks Elementary in Round 
Rock ISD and received her Master's degree and Kodály 
Certification at Texas State University. She's a National 
Board Certified Teacher who enjoys presenting workshops  
that help teachers utilize technology while incorporating 
Kodály  and Orff techniques to enrich their teaching.

Classics for Kids - This awesome website boasts four fun games, but 

my favorite is the Note Name Game. Students are shown short patterns 

on the staff that spell words. They must 

identify the letter names in the treble clef.

This website also has wonderful resources for 

teachers, parents, and students, including a 
"Listen to the Music" section with many wonderful pieces, a Music 

Dictionary, and more. 

Technology is here to stay and is a motivational tool for many students. I 
hope you'll find these sites helpful as a starting point. Happy Gaming!

TECH TIME continued...
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South Region

No One Left on Their Behind
Movement, Dance, and Play parties!

presented by Gay deMontel and Katherine Johns

Date: October 18, 2014
Time: 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.
Location: Del Mar College; Corpus Christi, Tx
Cost: $10 for non-OAKE members; $5 for OAKE 
members; college students free with ID
Contact: Gay deMontel at gaydemontel@gmail.com 

Fall Workshops

mailto:gaydemontel@gmail.com
mailto:gaydemontel@gmail.com
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For more details contact Kayla Gentry at ketnorthrep@gmail.com

Please click here to 
pre-register online.

mailto:ketnorthrep@gmail.com
mailto:ketnorthrep@gmail.com
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1mdNoqSp_LcoLsdKUpKyIhaDio8xF9SRje8YGKlwV1-A/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1mdNoqSp_LcoLsdKUpKyIhaDio8xF9SRje8YGKlwV1-A/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1mdNoqSp_LcoLsdKUpKyIhaDio8xF9SRje8YGKlwV1-A/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1mdNoqSp_LcoLsdKUpKyIhaDio8xF9SRje8YGKlwV1-A/viewform
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Southern	  Methodist	  University/Plano	  ISD	  

The	  SMU/PISD	  Kodály	  Training	  Program	  had	  a	  total	  of	  68	  par=cipants	  this	  year!	  	  
Students	  came	  from	  all	  over,	  including	  Texas,	  Iowa,	  Maryland,	  Nevada,	  New	  York,	  
North	  Dakota	  and	  China.

Everyone	  involved	  had	  a	  wonderful	  course,	  both	  faculty	  and	  students	  alike.	  	  
Faculty	  members	  included:	  Kendall	  Allen,	  Gay	  deMontel,	  László	  Durányik,	  Lenke	  
Igo,	  Cecile	  Johnson,	  Brenda	  Keen,	  Kathy	  Kuddes,	  and	  Kris=n	  Moore.

Training	  program	  dates	  were	  June	  30th	  -‐	  July	  17th.

Summer Training Reports

Submitted by Kristin Moore
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Texas	  State	  University

This	  summer	  we	  had	  42	  par=cipants	  at	  Texas	  State:	  fourteen	  Level	  I,	  eighteen	  Level	  II,	  
and	  ten	  Level	  III.	  Seven	  of	  the	  level	  I	  and	  II	  par=cipants	  were	  secondary	  educators	  and	  
had	  the	  op=on	  to	  a]end	  special	  sessions	  focusing	  on	  choral	  music.	  

Our	  faculty	  was	  led	  by	  Dr.	  Mícheál	  Houlahan	  and	  Dr.	  Philip	  Tacka,	  authors	  of	  Kodály	  
Today	  and	  From	  Sound	  the	  Symbol,	  teaching	  Pedagogy	  and	  Solfege.	  Gabriela	  	  Montoya-‐
S=er,	  author	  of	  El	  Pa=o	  de	  mi	  Casa,	  taught	  Materials	  and	  	  Recorder.	  They	  were	  joined	  by	  
Dr.	  Lamar	  Robertson,	  author	  of	  An	  American	  Methodology,	  Direc=ons	  to	  Literacy:	  
Teaching	  the	  Older	  Beginner,	  and	  From	  Folk	  Songs	  to	  Masterworks:	  Art	  Music	  Listening	  
Lessons,	  teaching	  Materials	  and	  Recorder.	  Daniel	  Arrendondo,	  UT	  doctoral	  student,	  
taught	  Conduc=ng.	  And	  Dr.	  Joey	  Mar=n,	  Director	  of	  Choral	  Ac=vi=es	  at	  Texas	  State,	  led	  
the	  adult	  choir.	  

The	  second	  week	  of	  the	  three	  week	  course,	  the	  par=cipants	  had	  an	  opportunity	  to	  work	  
with	  children	  from	  Hays	  C.I.S.D.	  The	  children	  were	  selected	  to	  par=cipate	  in	  a	  children’s	  
choir	  led	  by	  Dr.	  Lynn	  M.	  Brinckmeyer,	  Professor	  of	  Music	  and	  Director	  of	  Choral	  Music	  
Educa=on	  at	  Texas	  State	  University.

Training Programs Continued...

Submitted by Katherine Johns
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University	  of	  Houston	  Kodály	  Ins=tute

The	  University	  of	  Houston	  Kodály	  Ins=tute	  was	  held	  at	  the	  Moores	  School	  of	  Music	  under	  
the	  auspices	  of	  the	  Preparatory	  and	  Con=nuing	  Studies	  Program	  July	  21-‐August	  8th.	  A	  
special	  thank	  you	  to	  director	  Cara	  Spinks	  for	  coordina=ng	  this	  Kodály	  program	  along	  with	  
the	  Children's	  Choir	  Camp.	  	  	  An	  opportunity	  for	  the	  par=cipants	  to	  a]end	  TCDA	  was	  
scheduled	  at	  the	  beginning	  of	  that	  second	  week.	  	  	  

33	  teachers	  	  were	  enrolled	  in	  the	  program	  that	  featured	  all	  three	  levels	  of	  instruc=on	  and	  
also	  included	  a	  special	  children’s	  choir	  day	  camp	  the	  last	  full	  week.	  	  11	  singers	  ranging	  in	  	  
grades	  4-‐8	  par=cipated	  in	  the	  choir	  day	  camp	  that	  concluded	  with	  a	  final	  concert	  for	  all	  in	  
Dudley	  Recital	  Hall	  on	  the	  campus	  of	  U	  of	  H.	  Instructors	  were	  Lászlo	  	  Durányik	  	  from	  
Kescemet,	  Hungary,	  and	  Texas	  KET	  favorites	  Mary	  Neeley	  Stevens,	  Rhona	  Brink	  and	  Cecile	  
Johnson.	  Special	  topics	  included	  “Who	  was	  Kodály?´	  Sequencing	  singing	  games”	  	  ,	  
“Cumula=ve	  songs,	  	  ”Folk	  to	  Art	  music”	  and	  “Dear	  Jean,	  Dear	  John	  –le]ers	  and	  lives	  of	  
Jean	  Ritchie	  and	  John	  Langstaff”.	  	  

Training Programs Continued...

Submitted by Cecile Johnson
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West	  Texas	  Kodály	  Ini=a=ve

This	  summer	  the	  WTKI	  hosted	  2	  special	  topics	  workshops.	  Monday,	  June	  9	  –	  Wednesday,	  
June	  11	  we	  had	  the	  privilege	  of	  learning	  from	  Lamar	  Robertson	  and	  Susan	  Brumfield.	  In	  
the	  mornings	  Lamar	  had	  us	  singing,	  dancing	  and	  wri=ng	  lesson	  plans.	  He	  took	  us	  step	  by	  
step	  through	  the	  development	  of	  improvisa=on.	  It	  was	  seamless	  and	  masterful.	  During	  the	  
aoernoon	  sessions,	  Dr.	  Susan	  Brumfield	  shared	  her	  new	  book,	  First	  We	  Sing,	  Kodaly-‐
Inspired	  Teaching	  for	  the	  Music	  Classroom.	  She	  walked	  us	  through	  pedagogical	  analysis	  of	  
song	  material,	  prac=ce	  ac=vi=es,	  and	  steps	  in	  lesson	  planning.

Thursday,	  June	  12	  –	  Friday,	  June	  13	  we	  hosted	  John	  
Feierabend.	  It	  was	  a	  whirlwind	  2	  days!	  The	  first	  day	  Dr.	  
Feierabend	  gave	  us	  an	  overview	  of	  his	  First	  Steps	  in	  Music	  
preschool	  curriculum.	  The	  second	  day	  was	  an	  overview	  of	  
Conversa=onal	  Solfege.	  As	  always,	  Dr.	  Feierabend	  provided	  
beau=ful	  music	  making	  experiences	  through	  singing,	  
listening	  and	  movement.

We	  had	  30	  par=cipants	  this	  week.	  We	  would	  like	  to	  say	  a	  
special	  thank	  you	  to	  April	  Tryon,	  Music	  Specialist	  at	  Ervin	  
Elementary,	  Lubbock	  for	  opening	  her	  classroom	  to	  us.	  Also,	  
huge	  thanks	  to	  Bobbie	  Sorensen,	  Administra=ve	  Assistant,	  
Lubbock	  ISD	  Fine	  Arts,	  for	  coordina=ng	  food,	  materials	  and	  so	  much	  more!

Training Programs Continued...

Submitted by Beth Berridge
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Final Thoughts
by Lauren Bain, KET Vice-President

This summer I read a diverse style of literature, but have been interested 
particularly in research discussing the effect of music on the brain. As musicians, 
we are fully aware of the impact of music, but conveying those emotions and 
experiences to the general public without hard “scientific” data can be 
challenging. Perhaps you have seen the TED talk posted on the internet about the 
effect that playing an instrument has on the brain. If you have not, it is worth 
looking up. It is only 5 minutes long, but packed full of useful data and research 
that you can present to parents, administrations, and even your students. 

One of the books I finished this summer was Imperfect Harmony by Stacy Horn. It is a beautiful 
memoir-like account of her experiences singing with the Choral Society of Grace Church in New York 
City. She talks about the joy of singing, how it brings humanity together, how it can heal, how it has 
altered history. Each chapter focuses on a piece of music the choir performed and how it impacted the 
lives of the choir members. I highly recommend reading this for inspiration; I laughed and cried my 
way through it. The first page of her book starts with this simple, but powerful quote by Brian Eno:   
“I believe in singing, I believe in singing together.” Do you?

In KET news...we added two new positions to our executive board! We are growing as an 
organization, and recognize the need for a presence on the internet. These two appointed positions will 
allow our organization to share information more readily with the music education world, and share 
important KET information quickly. Jason Mincy is our new Webmaster and Beth Carter is our Social 
Media Coordinator. I look forward to working with them and watching our organization grow!

Have a wonderful start to your year, and make an impact on your students through the joy of music-
making!

Additional Information
Check our website for updated information concerning workshops, meetings, and the latest news! Go 
to www.ket.oake.org and click on the “KET Website” link in the middle of the page to be redirected 
to the new site.

“Like” us on Facebook! Search for “Kodály Educators of Texas” page and press “like.”  You can also join 
our discussion group; search for “Kodály Educators of Texas” group and ask to join. 

Questions or comments? Email us at kodalyedoftx@gmail.com or our President Katherine Johns at 
kjohns@fisd.us. 

Lauren Bain

http://www.ket.oake.org
http://www.ket.oake.org
mailto:kodalyedoftx@gmail.com
mailto:kodalyedoftx@gmail.com
mailto:kjohns@fisd.us
mailto:kjohns@fisd.us

