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Contact Information

Jessie Filer, PhD
Freelance Medical Writer & Editor

Owner, Aletheia Medical Communications, LLC
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jessie.filer@aletheiamedcomms.com

https://www.linkedin.com/in/jessiefiler/

@JessieFiler

https://aletheiamedcomms.com/

https://www.linkedin.com/in/jessiefiler/
https://twitter.com/JessieFiler
mailto:jessie.filer@gmail.com


Overview of Medical Writing
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Ultimate guide to becoming a medical writer. American Medical Writers Association. Accessed November 11, 2021. 
https://info.amwa.org/ultimate-guide-to-becoming-a-medical-writer#what_is_medical_writing
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“Medical writing involves 

the development and 

production of print or 

digital documents that 

deal specifically with 

medicine or health care”

“Medical writing involves the 
development and production 
of print or digital documents 
that deal specifically with 
medicine or health care”

11/06/2023      Medical Writing as a Career



Medical Writing is Important

Gattrell WT, Hopewell S, Young K, et al. Professional medical writing support and the quality of randomised controlled trial reporting: a 
cross-sectional study. BMJ Open. 2016;6(2):e010329. Published 2016 Feb 21. doi:10.1136/bmjopen-2015-010329; Sharma S. Professional 
medical writing support: The need of the day. Perspect Clin Res. 2018;9(3):111-112. doi:10.4103/picr.PICR_47_18

6

• Clear and effective writing

• Higher quality reporting of clinical trials

• Accordance with publication guidelines and journal style

• Guidance on good publication practices and authorship requirements

• Editorial support

• Timeline management 

Benefits of a medical writer include:
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Areas of Medical Writing

CME, continuing medical education; FDA, Food and Drug Administration
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Regulatory Writing

• Documents 

submitted to 

regulatory 

agencies (eg, 

FDA) for drugs, 

biologics, and 

medical devices 

in the approval 

process

Medical Affairs

• Slide decks

• Workshops

• Advisory board 

summaries

Professional 

Education

• CME 

• Needs 

Assessments

• Sales training

Grantsmanship

• Grant proposals 

for funding for 

research or 

education

Medical 

Copywriting

• Marketing or 

advertising 

materials to 

promote drugs, 

medical devices, 

or other 

inventions

Health 

Communications

• Patient 

education

• Health news

• Public health 

communication

• Website content

• Other materials 

for lay audiences

Technical Plain Language
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Scientific 

Publications

• Peer-reviewed 

manuscripts

• Abstracts

• Oral/poster 

presentations

• Medical news 

and feature 

articles for 

professional 

audiences

• Conference 

proceedings
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Scientific 

Publications

• Peer-reviewed 

manuscripts

• Abstracts

• Oral/poster 

presentations

• Medical news 

and feature 

articles for 

professional 

audiences

• Conference 

proceedings



Scientific Publications

Frigault MJ. Tisagenlecleucel shows response with Myc expression and tumor-infiltrating T Cells in the phase 2 JULIET trial for r/r DLBCL. 
OncLive. Published January 25, 2021. Accessed November 14, 2021. https://www.onclive.com/view/phase-2-juliet-trial?seriesVid=1; 
Rapoport AP, Hoffman JE, Kaufman JL, et al. Open-label pilot study of genetically engineered NY-ESO-1 specific T cells (GSK 3377794) 
alone or in combination with pembrolizumab in relapsed and refractory multiple myeloma. Poster presented at American Society for
Clinical Oncology Congress; May 29-31, 2020; Virtual Scientific Program; Schuster SJ, Dickinson MJ, Dreyling, MH, Martínez J, et al. 
Efficacy and safety of tisagenlecleucel (Tisa-cel) in adult patients (Pts) with relapsed/refractory follicular lymphoma (r/r FL): Primary 
analysis of the phase 2 Elara trial. J Clin Oncology. 2021;39(suppl):15. ASCO Annual Meeting abstract 7508; Schuster SJ, Maziarz RT, Rusch
ES, et al. Grading and management of cytokine release syndrome in patients treated with tisagenlecleucel in the JULIET trial. Blood Adv. 
2020;4(7):1432-1439. doi:10.1182/bloodadvances.20190013049 11/06/2023      Medical Writing as a Career

https://www.onclive.com/view/phase-2-juliet-trial?seriesVid=1


Medical News

Bakshi SK. Rethinking cataract surgery expectations: is total spectacle independence possible? Ophthalmology Advisor. Published June 26, 
2023. Accessed November 5, 2023. https://www.ophthalmologyadvisor.com/topics/cataracts/spectacle-independence-after-cataract-
surgery-depends-on-careful-intraocular-lens-selectio/; Stong C. Tralokinumab safe, effective for older adults with moderate to severe AD. 
Ophthalmology Advisor. Published November 3, 2023. Accessed November 5, 2023. https://www.ophthalmologyadvisor.com/general-
medicine/tralokinumab-safe-effective-older-adults-moderate-to-severe-atopic-dermatitis/
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Medical Affairs

@n8pennell. Excited to moderate an interactive virtual workshop focused on the current and future treatment paradigms for Non-Targetable 
Early Stage NSCLC on Tuesday, July 26, 2022. Please join me and my colleagues for this Workshop by registering via: workshops@curio-
science.com #LCSM. July 12, 2022. Accessed November 5, 2023. 
https://twitter.com/n8pennell/status/1546902176215273473?cxt=HHwWgsC4uavV2fcqAAAA; Wierda WG. Rapid readouts: phase 1 cohort of 
TRANSCEND-CLL-004 study. OncLive. Published October 21, 2021. Accessed November 14, 2021. https://www.onclive.com/view/phase-1-
cohort-of-transcend-cll-004-study?utm_source=website&utm_medium=dynamic_content&utm_campaign=in_feed_unit
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Note: This image is from a webinar rather than a medical affairs slide deck. Medical affairs tools are 
typically proprietary and confidential. However, this image provides an approximation of what the 
content may look like.



Continuing Medical Education

Diehl L. Improving outcomes in Hodgkin lymphoma. i3Health CME activity. i3Health. February 15, 2022. Accessed November 29, 2022.
https://www.i3health.com/odacon-hl#overview; Watson K, Hamilton S. Incorporating long-acting MOUD formulations into clinical practice. Supplemental training. 
Chobanian & Avedisian School of Medicine. February 1, 20202. Accessed November 29, 2022. https://www.scopeofpain.org/supplemental-training/expanding-
access-to-medications-for-opioid-use-disorder/module-4/
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Needs Assessments

Samples. ProScriptMD.  Accessed November 29, 2022. https://proscriptmd.com/samples/needs-assessment/
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Sales Training Modules

Alkemy Partners. Accessed August 2020. https://alkemypartners.com/; What we do. Red Nucleus. Accessed November 14, 
2021. https://www.rednucleus.com/whatwedo-learning-and-development.html
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E-Learning Modules Print Modules
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Medical Copywriting

Bausch & Lomb. Resources. Accessed November 5, 2023. https://www.bauschsurgical.com/resources/
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Patient Education

Thyroid cancer: know what your doctors know. National Comprehensive Cancer Network patient webinar. August 29, 2022. Accessed November 29, 2022. 
https://www.nccn.org/patientresources/patient-resources/patient-webinars/thyroid-cancer; National Comprehensive Cancer Network. NCCN guidelines for 
patients: thyroid cancer v2022.. Accessed November 29, 2022. https://www.nccn.org/patientresources/patient-resources/guidelines-for-patients/guidelines-for-
patients-details?patientGuidelineId=40
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Skills of a Medical Writer
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Scientific Skills

19

Data analysis & interpretation

Statistics

Anatomy & physiology

Medical terminology

Pharmacology

Clinical trials/study design

Literature search

Discernment of reliable resources

Drug development Reading comprehension
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Writing Skills
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Grammar

Nomenclature & usage

Style & formatting guidelines

Referencing

Data visualization

Clarity

Flow

Publication/approval processes
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Professional Skills

21

Attention to detail

Project management

Independence

Professional etiquette

Ethics

Taking criticism

Giving constructive feedback

Guiding clients

Conflict management Accounting
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Activity

Study Drug
N=93

Control Drug
N=95

Median follow-up, months 9.2 8.9

6-month overall survival, % 73 54

Adverse events, n (%) 84 (90.3) 72 (75.8)

22

State the key message from the data set
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Activity

“Receptor binding is a crucial step for virion internalization into host 
cells, and the interaction between the [envelope] protein and the host 
cell via a specific receptor would provide an important avenue for 
therapeutic intervention.”

Geiss BJ, Stahla H, Hannah AM, Gari AM, Keenan SM. Focus on flaviviruses: current and future drug 
targets. Future Med Chem. 2009;1(2):327-344. doi:10.4155/fmc.09.27

23

Translate the technical statement into plain language
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Activity

Adolescents (12–17 years), in the the study population experienced no 
long term affects from the study drug,

24

Identify the typographical errors
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Development Process
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Content Development

Med comms, medical communications; MLR, medical, legal, regulatory; PRC, promotional review committee

26

Medical writer

Outline

Medical writer

Draft 
content

•Senior 
medical 
writer

•Scientific 
director

Internal 
review

•Copyedit

•Fact check

• Instructional 
design

Editorial

•Med comms

•Pharma 
client

•Author 
review

Client 
review

•Graphic 
design

•Layout

•Programming

Creative

Approval

MLR/PRC 
review
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Project Team Members

Medical/Scientific Client Services Client Team Other

Medical Writer Account Director Director Instructional Designer

Medical Editor Project Manager Key Opinion Leader Graphic Designer

Scientific Director Medical Reviewer Programmer

Statistician 

Scientist/Physician

Manuscript Author

Training Manager
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Know Your Audience

Physician

• Provides medical treatment for patients

• MD, DO

• May have specialized training in the disease state or could provide general care

Scientist (clinical or academic)

• Conducts clinical, preclinical, or bench research

• PhD, MD

• Specialized knowledge 

Medical Science Liaison (MSL)

• Has complex discussion with health care providers regarding the research, data, and science for a pharmaceutical agent

• PhD, PharmD, or another advanced Degree

• Advanced knowledge of life sciences

DO, doctor of osteopathic medicine; MD, doctor of medicine; MSL, medical science liaison; PharmD, doctor of 
pharmacy; PhD, doctor of philosophy
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Know Your Audience

Sales Representative

• Educates health care providers about a company’s pharmaceutical product

• BA in business or BS in science

• May or may not have background in life sciences

Business Manager

• Manages business strategy, budgets and financial outcomes, client relationships, etc

• BA or other degree in business or related field

• Little to no background in life sciences

Patient or Patient Advocate

• Receives medical care for a disease or advocates for patients with a certain disease

• Variable education 

• May have no background in life sciences or may be very knowledgeable about their disease of interest

BA, bachelor of arts; BS, bachelor of science
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Preparing for a Med Comms Career
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What Can I Do Now to Prepare?

AIA, Academia Industry Alliance; CSU, Colorado State University; MIP, Department 
of Microbiology, Immunology, Pathology

31

Build a writing portfolio
Blogs, newsletters, review articles, manuscripts, grants, PowerPoint presentations, posters

1

Present
Academic, community settings

2

Get feedback on your writing/communication
Professors, peers, friends, family

3

Get training on resume, cover letter, and LinkedIn writing and interviewing4

Get involved
CSU Ventures, MIP newsletter, Science outreach, professional development opportunities, AIA 

5

Network
Attend networking events and career symposiums; conduct informational interviews

6
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Where Can I Find Medical Writing Jobs?

• Medical communications companies

• Medical education companies

• Pharmaceutical, biotech, or medical device 
companies

• Contract research organizations (CROs)

• Academic institutions

• Health care institutions

• Public health offices

• Government agencies

• Publishers

• Media outlets

• Private foundations

• Patient advocacy groups

• Professional associations
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Med Comms Companies

med comms, medical communications
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http://www.nxlevelsolutions.com/
https://www.eversana.com/
https://axiom.tceg.com/
http://www.forwardeyetechnologies.com/
https://www.cldinc.com/
https://www.rednucleus.com/
https://www.illuminate.net/
http://flywheelpartners.com/
https://www.curtislearning.com/
http://educationalresource.com/
https://versado.com/
https://www.medicalleverage.com/
https://www.precisionscientia.com/
https://avalerehealth.com/


Med Comms Companies
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https://vaniamgroup.com/
https://www.amiculum.biz/
https://bioascend.com/
https://www.acumenmedcom.com/
https://proed-communications.com/
https://www.hcg-int.com/
https://ashfieldmedcomms.com/
http://www.mccannhealth.com/medical-communications-agencies/
https://www.medthink.com/medthinkscicom
https://www.pharmagenesis.com/
https://ogilvyhealth.com/
https://invivo.com/
https://syneoshealthcommunications.com/
https://www.meditechmedia.com/
http://apothecom.com/
https://www.pvaluecomm.com/
https://www.cumbyconsulting.com/
https://nascentmc.com/
https://heliosmedcomms.com/
https://www.nodemedcom.com/
https://globalrwc.com/
https://www.openhealthgroup.com/


Med Comms Companies

med comms, medical communications
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https://www.boldsci.com/
https://www.envisionpharmagroup.com/
https://axon-com.com/
https://www.blueskyelearn.com/
https://www.aquinaslg.com/
https://www.mdbriefcase.com/
https://proficientlearning.com/
https://www.engagerxlearning.com/
https://www.frontlinemedcom.com/
https://apollomedcomms.com/
https://www.omni-hc.com/


What If I Don’t Like Writing?

• Medical editor

• Medical illustrator/graphic designer

• Instructional designer

• Project manager

• Account director

• Programmer

med comms, medical communications

36

Other careers in med comms include:
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Medical Illustration

Association of Medical Illustrators. View art & animations. Accessed November 5, 
2023. https://www.ami.org/medical-illustration/view-art-and-animations
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Additional Resources
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Professional Societies
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https://www.amwa.org/
https://www.emwa.org/
https://www.ismpp.org/
https://www.bels.org/
https://www.raps.org/
https://medicalaffairs.org/


Professional Societies
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https://www.councilscienceeditors.org/
https://www.the-efa.org/
https://healthjournalism.org/
https://www.ami.org/
https://www.nasw.org/
https://www.l-ten.org/


Courses and Training

• 6weekcourse freelance medical writing course

• Prospology coaching for freelance medical writing

• RAPS courses for regulatory writing

• Duke University Regulatory Affairs Training Program (free)

• Stanford science writing course

• University of Chicago medical writing certificate

• AMWA Essential Skills certificate

• Global's Clinical Evaluation Report (CER) Writing Internship Program

• Whitsell Innovations regulatory writing internship

• Certified CME Professional (CCMEP) certification

• Introduction to the Principles and Practice of Clinical Research

AMWA, American Medical Writers Association; CER, clinical evaluation report; med comms, medical 
communications; RAPS, Regulatory Affairs Professionals Society.
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https://6weekcourse.com/
https://prospology.com/
https://www.raps.org/education/courses?type=bundles
https://medschool.duke.edu/research/research-support/research-support-offices/office-regulatory-affairs-and-quality-3
https://online.stanford.edu/courses/som-y0010-writing-sciences
https://professional.uchicago.edu/find-your-fit/certificates/medical-writing-and-editing/curriculum
https://info.amwa.org/medical-communication-essential-skills-for-success
https://globalrwc.com/cer-writing-internship-program/
https://www.whitsellinnovations.com/careers/
https://nccme.org/
https://ocreco.od.nih.gov/courses/ippcr.html


Networking

• AMWA Conference

• CMEPalooza Conference

• The Anthill

• AMWA Engage

AMWA, American Medical Writers Association; CME, continuing medical education.
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https://www.amwa.org/page/Conference
https://cmepalooza.com/who-are-we/
https://the-anthill.mn.co/
https://engage.amwa.org/home


Recruiters

• Barrington James

• Albion Rye Associates

• EPM Scientific

• Planet Pharma

• ALKU
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https://barringtonjames.com/
https://albionryeassociates.com/
https://www.epmscientific.com/
https://www.planet-pharma.com/
https://www.alku.com/


Other Resources

• AMWA Blog

• Types of Medical Writing

• How to Become a Medical Writer

• AMWA 2019 Salary Survey

• NetworkPharma webinars and videos about medcomms

• Medcomms Networking YouTube channel

• Health Writer Hub

• Writing tests for med comms job interviews

• Cheeky Scientist

• HittList (email newsletter with job postings)

AMWA, American Medical Writers Association.
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http://blog.amwa.org/
https://blog.amwa.org/what-types-of-medical-writing-are-there
https://blog.amwa.org/how-to-become-a-medical-writer
https://www.amwa.org/page/Salary_Survey
https://networkpharma.tv/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCRtXe15-uQXj74WP6n1e32A
https://www.healthwriterhub.com/about/
https://www.healthwriterhub.com/how-to-nail-your-next-writing-test-in-a-job-interview-2/
https://cheekyscientist.com/
https://nascentmc.com/the-hittlist/


Other Resources

• International Journal of Medical Education

• Accreditation Council for Continuing Medical Education 

• Alliance for Continuing Education in the Health Professions 

• FDA Office of Prescription Drug Promotion 

• Medical Writers Speak podcast 

• Pharmaceutical Marketers Directory 

• Writer’s Market

• The Mighty Marketer

FDA, Food and Drug Administration.
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https://www.ijme.net/
https://accme.org/
https://www.acehp.org/
https://www.fda.gov/about-fda/center-drug-evaluation-and-research-cder/office-prescription-drug-promotion-opdp
https://medicalwritersspeak.libsyn.com/
https://www.thepmd.com/
https://writersmarket.com/
https://www.themightymarketer.com/


46 11/06/2023      Medical Writing as a Career


