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Riley Cross is a language arts educator with a
penchant for all things dystopian. She teaches
creative writing courses by day and turns into a
coffee-fueled writer by night. Riley resides in New
Jersey with her family, who graciously tolerate her
need to listen to epic movie scores or country music
while working on her next project.
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Chiara was born a mistake. An Anomaly. In her
struggle to belong in Unity’s genetically
engineered social system, Chiara finds herself
in the crosshairs of Auto, the ever-watching AI.

When her parents and grandfather are killed in
a series of mysterious accidents, the teen is
plagued by disturbing fragments of memory
that suggest the deaths were no accident. Only
Kaynine, her loyal robot dog, knows for sure
what happened, and Chiara must find its
corrupted memory files. She is desperate for
the truth even if the cost is abandoning Silas,
her long-time friend and unsanctioned crush.
She is on the verge of losing it all: honors-class
ranking, best friend, and her dream of
becoming an inventor.

The virtual realm and reality collide as Chiara’s
coding skills enable her to search for answers in
the Forbidden Library. And when her journey
takes her past Unity’s city limits and face-to-
face with other social outcasts, Chiara realizes
that one girl with a book just might be
dangerous enough to crash the entire system of
lies.

Fans of dystopian science fiction will love the
novel’s deadly plot twists as it explores the
darker nature of chasing perfection.
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Riley is a caring and passionate speaker
who loves to share about the author's

journey! She's encouraging and uplifting
as she spreads the joy of books. She's
also a high school ELA teacher! Riley

would love to speak to your audience
about the author world of science

fiction/dystopian literature,
encouraging youth to go after their

authentic voice, and share how words
matter. 

Author
Workshops

Science Fiction

Riley Cross is available for virtual and onsite local speaking events! 

Book RileyToday! 

Contact Riley Cross

for your next event!

writingbyriley@gmail.com  
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