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 “Amazing.” That’s the word Lisa Swanson, Interfaith Charities of South Lee (ICSL) Operations & Volunteer Manager, used to describe our WBCN volunteers. ICSL is committed to serving the residents of South Fort Myers, Estero and San Carlos Park. Their mission is to feed the hungry and provide hope and help for those in need. Check out how WBCN volunteers are rolling up their sleeves to help.

WBCN pitches in at food pantry
With the arrival of the warm summer months, our dedicated volunteers rolled up their sleeves and stepped up to make a meaningful impact in our community. Interfaith Charities of South Lee (ICSL) is committed to serving the residents of South Fort Myers, Estero and San Carlos Park. Their mission is to feed the hungry and provide hope and help for those in need. 
Volunteers from WBCN participated in eight successful events at ICSL, each filled with purpose and camaraderie. Groups of four to six enthusiastic members tackled a variety of tasks to support those in need. In total, 28 dedicated individuals contributed almost 184 volunteer hours. Impressive! 
Volunteers stocked the pantry – receiving and organizing donations, bagging canned goods, stocking shelves, and sorting fresh produce. We devoted time to cleaning and creating a welcoming space for those we serve. Our “runners” filled orders for pantry patrons, ensuring they left with vital, healthy foods necessary for their families' well-being. Each package we prepared helped us move closer to alleviating food insecurity in our community.
Lisa Swanson, IFCSL Operations & Volunteer Manager shared, “I also wanted to let you know how amazing each of the groups has been. "Homogeneous" is the word that comes to mind. Each woman has her own unique personality, but they're all team players with fabulous energy, positive attitudes, and flexibility. They are truly an asset to our volunteer team!”
A heartfelt thank you to all our volunteers for their hard work and dedication. Special thanks go to our “host” volunteers who organize carpooling, handle last-minute details, capture photos of the event, and share summaries with the WildBlue community on social media. 
Over the past few months, we’ve been incredibly busy, and we couldn’t be prouder of what we’ve accomplished together at Interfaith Charities of South Lee. Every effort made this summer reinforced our mission and demonstrated the power of collective action.
Volunteers not only contributed their time but also formed lasting friendships and connections.  For information on how you can get involved, visit our website or contact Maureen or Leigh at wbcharitableneighbors@gmail.com. Let’s keep the momentum going! 

Thoughts from some of our volunteers
· Barb Bartelt: “Whether bagging canned goods, stocking shelves or sorting produce, it was busy but very organized.  All the regular volunteers were engaging and energetic. Seeing the smiles on recipients as their groceries were loaded was definitely rewarding.”  
· Sydell Nusbaum: “It was very rewarding to meet all the volunteers and the recipients. They were all so gracious.” 
· Linda Valentine: “I was very impressed by the organization and the group of volunteers we met at the pantry at Interfaith Charities today. The volunteers were so welcoming and helpful as we all learned how to help in each area. I loved getting to know more of my neighbors from WBCN and working with them this morning. I’m looking forward to our next event!” 
· Sarah McCarren: “Thank you so much for organizing this event and for all of your start-up work. Interfaith Charities has a good gig going for sure! The fact that they serve six days a week is amazing. I loved talking with a woman who rode her scooter to carry the food and her twin boys walked. The three of them were so appreciative and kind. The boys received school backpacks and helped carry the food home. I am not sure how the chocolate made it, but I am sure they figured it out.” 




