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Spotlight on our WBCN Service Committee: Building a stronger community through volunteerism 
Service Committee: Volunteers welcomed
Each quarter Together We Can shines a spotlight on a special group within WBCN. This quarter, we’re excited to introduce the WBCN Service Committee. We’re excited to introduce the WBCN Service Committee, a dedicated team of 13 passionate individuals committed to making a positive impact in our community. 
Service Committee Members
	Barb Bartelt
	Sarah McCarren
	Linda Valentine

	Holly Hogue
	Leigh Mortier
	Gina Rose Weiner

	Maureen Humes
	Kathy Moe
	Shelly Wessler

	Ann Kessler
	Tana Reich
	

	Shari Kinninger
	Lynn Rosenfelt
	


	
Despite the distance over the summer months, their commitment to serving those in need remained strong and they were able to achieve a lot! Here are just a few highlights:
· Scheduled and supported a series of volunteer events to support Interfaith Charities of South Lee, specifically designed for our full-time residents.
· Researched 161 local businesses and shared this information with the Fundraising Committee to support a key fundraising effort.
· Implemented Signup Genius as the WBCN scheduling system, making it easier for everyone to get involved.
· Started planning a celebratory day in April, coinciding with National Volunteer Week, to recognize dedicated WBCN volunteers.
· Poised to support WildBlue clubs and fundraising activities.
· Looking for ways to match the skills and interests of almost 90 interested WildBlue neighbors with opportunities to strengthen our community engagement
With a rich diversity of skills and talents, our committee is united by a shared love for volunteerism and a deep desire to give back. Whether it’s organizing events, supporting local charities, or fostering community connections, we’re here to make a difference!

Barb Bartelt shared, “As a retiree, I find volunteering a very fulfilling way to make a positive impact on our community. It’s also a great way to meet new people and it definitely provides an enhanced appreciation for my life in WildBlue.”
We also have a strong network of 87 WildBlue neighbors who are excited to participate. We're focused on matching their skills and interests with opportunities to strengthen our community engagement.
Through regular monthly teleconferences this summer, we held productive discussions that kept us connected and focused on our goals. Our initial objective was to schedule volunteer events to support Interfaith Charities of South Lee, specifically designed for our full-time residents. We wanted to create meaningful opportunities for everyone to give back and foster community spirit, especially for those who need it most. 
In August, we researched 161 local businesses and shared this information with the Fundraising Committee to support a key fundraising effort. Linda Valentine, who played a pivotal role in this initiative, remarked, “Being new to the area, volunteering with WildBlue Charitable Neighbors provided a wonderful opportunity to meet my neighbors and give back to my community.”
As we prepare for the busy fall season and welcome our neighbors back to WildBlue, we’ve been diligently laying the groundwork for our fundraising and service events. To facilitate this, we’ve implemented SignUp Genius as our scheduling system, making it easier for everyone to get involved. This platform also allows the committee to track volunteer hours, helping us maximize our impact while ensuring that each volunteer’s contributions are recognized. Leigh Mortier has taken the lead in scheduling events and shared, “After recently retiring, I was wondering how best to fill my time, and then I found WildBlue Charitable Neighbors. I have met some very caring and giving people here. I am new to volunteering and am so impressed with this group and the goals we have set forth to help our community within the four pillars.”
We’ve also created a plan to recognize our dedicated volunteers with a proposed celebratory day in April, coinciding with National Volunteer Week. This event will honor the invaluable contributions of our volunteers and highlight the positive impact they have on our community.
Holly Hogue, a resident of WildBlue for four years, shared her enthusiasm: “I have previously volunteered at the Ronald McDonald Family Room and my local food pantry. These opportunities have allowed me to connect with others, learn new skills, and experience the satisfaction of making a positive impact. I’m looking forward to new experiences and connections through WildBlue Charitable Neighbors.” 
Additionally, we are well positioned to support WildBlue clubs and fundraising activities, which will strengthen volunteer support across diverse initiatives, enriching the overall volunteer experience and community ties.
We warmly encourage everyone to participate in this impactful volunteer effort, where the WildBlue spirit of community truly shines. Together, we can make a difference and touch the hearts of those around us. Your involvement is vital, and we look forward to welcoming you into our family of volunteers!
[bookmark: _Hlk180752372][bookmark: _Hlk180752373][bookmark: _Hlk180752374][bookmark: _Hlk180752375]Are you signed up to be a volunteer? If so, watch for emails from Maureen Humes and Leigh Mortier inviting you to use SignUpGenius to volunteer for upcoming events. Details about each event are included in the invitation.
If you’re interested in volunteering, contact Maureen or Leigh or send an email to wbcharitableneighbors@gmail.com. Join us!
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