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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
DARLA is honored to present fi fiit Andy H. Wei at NADA NY 2025.

Wei accidentally spent years living in Qingdao, when a visit to celebrate
Chinese New Year in January 2020 turned into the mandatory
quarantine in the international port city. An impromptu studio set up in
his father’s tearoom solarium reflects feelings of being both existentially
apart from home, yet closer to origins such as the regional specificity of
the north-eastern dialect on the Yellow Sea coast.
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An after-dinner stroll turns into a shimmering bioluminescent forest as
we quietly pass around microbes like frantic moths — fantastic in
unpredictable terrain. In Wei’s haptic vernacular, muted moments roll
on waves of anxiety that well up to allow for playful privacy. Sterile
chambers woo investigation of bodily orifices opening at will, but are
we ever safely far enough from the eerie phantasmagoria of an
imagined outside?
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The paintings of this period are insides of insides and insides of
outsides. Wei speculates on the interiors we think we know just like
the back of our own hand — a bathtub soak, billowing curtains,
moody obelisk moons. Yet we all got warped by the year of our lord
2020, and along with premature aging induced by constant worry,
new kinks emerged: the gifts of this turbulent epoch.
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The borderline sense of how it felt back then has turned memories
into speculations and rumors, rendered idiomatically into dizzying
views (of bathroom tiles up close or strange stratospheres
indecipherable between dust mote or blizzard). Somewhat
despicable, awkwardly satirical reflections are admittedly
embarrassing yet allow for a much-needed exhalation. Equal parts
serene and circumspect, Wei recognizes his personal as well as our
collective bewilderment and mortality, gently twinged with madness.
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Heavily distressed saturated surfaces developed alongside the artist’s
self-understanding: Texan, Qingdaonian, a cosmopolitan deftness of
spirit and layers of private play have evolved into an interiority
accessible from anywhere. A presentation of paintings from 2020 to
2025, the works in this series mark the early onset of COVID to its
perceived and felt aftermaths.
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