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The Roosevelt Boulevard Subway
B4 Roosevelt Boulevard Subway

Express to City Hall: 9 minutes via Broad Street Line
At a Glance

Mode
Heavy Rail (Subway)

Stations
14 total (13 new plus Erie transfer)

Total Length
14.7 miles (Broad and Erie to Neshaminy Mall)

Alignment
8.4 mi underground, 0.7 mi at-grade, 5.6 mi elevated

NE Terminus
Neshaminy Mall, Bensalem

SW Terminus
City Hall Station (via BSL express tracks)

Running Time
49 minutes end to end

Avg. Speed
23.2 mph (line capable of higher speeds)

Peak Frequency
6 minutes

Off-Peak Frequency
12 minutes

Service Span
5:00 AM to 11:00 PM

BSL Connection
Express tracks branching north of Erie

Alignment and station locations drawn from the 2040
Route for Change PEL Study (December 2024), refined
from the 2003 Roosevelt Boulevard Corridor
Transportation Investment Study. 
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Erie
BSL local + express transfer

N. 9th Street

N. 5th Street
recommended restoration

Rising Sun
at-grade through Tacony Creek

Tower Center
at Adams Avenue

Pratt Street
or Oxford Circle (recommended)

Bustleton
potential L Extension transfer

Cottman

Rhawn
at-grade through Pennypack Park

Welsh / Grant
elevated structure begins

Red Lion

Southampton

Old Lincoln Hwy

END Rockhill / Neshaminy Mall
Northeast terminus, Bucks County
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Current Conditions

A Century of Waiting

It has been over a century since A. Merritt Taylor first proposed rapid transit to the Northeast. The corridor now
holds more than 400,000 residents, a population larger than Pittsburgh, Atlanta, or Minneapolis. One out of
every three people in Philadelphia lives within one mile of Roosevelt Boulevard, yet the Northeast remains the
largest section of the city without rail service.

A Diverse, Underserved Corridor

Roosevelt Boulevard passes through densely populated neighborhoods with relatively low car ownership and
large shares of immigrants, Black households, Hispanic households, and children (Guerra et al., 2024).
Eighteen percent of corridor residents were born outside the United States, and nearly one third speak a
language other than English at home. Many census tracts along the alignment register among the highest
poverty rates in the city.

The Corridor of Death

A 12-lane intersection on Roosevelt Boulevard.

A 2024 University of Pennsylvania study (Guerra et al.) found that 100 people died in car crashes on Roosevelt
Boulevard between 2016 and 2022, with 17 more on adjacent local roads. Together, these crashes accounted
for roughly 12 percent of all traffic fatalities in Philadelphia. The arterial runs 12 lanes wide with posted speed
limits of 40 to 45 mph.

Community Cohesion

Beyond safety, the absence of rapid transit has held Northeast Philadelphia apart from the rest of the city. As
Daniel Pearson of the Philadelphia Inquirer has written, residents of Queens feel like New Yorkers because the
subway ties them to Manhattan. The Roosevelt Boulevard Subway would do the same for the Northeast, re-
stitching the city back together.

100 deaths in 7 years
12% of Philadelphia's traffic fatalities  |  12 lanes  |  40 to 45 mph posted speed
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