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Greetings!

My Friends at Hull & Hull LL.P. have addressed the elephant in the
room: Why should | bother with a Lawyer, when | can just prepare my
Will and Powers of Attorney with one of the many on line Will
Preparation Sites. | have set out the article below for you as it truly
reflects my views and that of the Profession as to the crucial need to
meet with a lawyer to discuss your plans, to reflect your estate plan that
will do what you want at law and in practice. Should you wish to speak
to me about any issues you have identified that may apply to you,
please contact me.

Beyond the Template: The Personalized Guidance of a Lawyer
By Darien Murray | April 7, 2025 | 3 minutes of reading

As professionals well-versed in estate law, we understand the importance of a well-
drafted will. However, with the rise of online will platforms, some clients question the
need for a lawyer’s involvement in their estate planning. This post highlights the
benefits a lawyer can bring to the estate planning experience.

While online platforms can provide convenience and cost savings, a lawyer offers a
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nuanced understanding of individual circumstances, helping clients address complex
questions to create a robust estate plan.

Consider the issue of capacity and undue influence. As legal professionals, we are
trained to assess a client’s cognitive abilities or identify potential coercion, recognize
red flags, ask probing questions, and ensure the testator genuinely understands the
implications of their decisions. This involvement helps to make sure wills are drafted
with the knowledge and understanding of the testator. While the goal is to prevent
capacity related litigation, this is not always possible. In those cases, a lawyer’s file
can provide the Estate with crucial evidence in any future will challenges.

Attention must be paid when there are complex family structures. Blended families,
common-law relationships, and dependents with unique needs require careful
consideration and tailored drafting to avoid unintended consequences and potential
disputes. A lawyer can help clients navigate these intricacies, hopefully avoiding
ambiguity, unfair distributions, and ultimately, fractured family relationships.

The application of tax laws and estate planning strategies is another area where a
legal professional can provide critical assistance. Lawyers are able to create plans
tailored to each client’s specific situation in order to minimize tax liabilities and
protect their assets effectively. While this advice may cost more up front, it could
save an Estate thousands of dollars in the long run.

Creating a trust is a valuable tool in estate planning, offering an alternative way to
manage and protect assets while providing flexibility in the distribution and
maintenance of property after death. However, if the terms of the trust are not
carefully analyzed in advance, it can lead to confusion and litigation following the
testator’s death. A lawyer can assist clients in creating a trust that will be executed
smoothly.

Finally, the value of the ongoing relationship and advice provided by an estate
lawyer cannot be overstated. Estate planning is not a static event; life circumstances
change, and wills need to be reviewed and updated accordingly. Lawyers can offer
continuous support, answering questions, addressing concerns, and ensuring the
estate plan remains relevant and effective over time.

While online wills kits may be appealing due to the convenience and cost-savings
offered, a lawyer provides thoroughness, accuracy, and personalized guidance
essential for effective estate planning. When it comes to something as crucial as
estate planning, expert guidance is not a luxury — it’s a necessity.

At the Offices of Howard S Dyment, | can guide you through the
intricacies of estate planning and ensure that your assets are distributed
according to your wishes, in the most financially prudent manner.

| invite you to set up a Zoom appointment with me to discuss your Estate
Planning and drawing your Wills, both Primary and Secondary and Powers

of Attorney.
Schedule A Consultation
Visit My
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