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Daily Departures from Semera, Ethiopia 

Experience one of the world's most extraordinary destinations on our professionally operated 3-

Day Danakil Depression Adventure Tour. Journey through colorful hydrothermal landscapes, 

endless salt flats, ancient camel caravans, and the spectacular lava lake of Erta Ale Volcano. 

Designed for adventurous travelers seeking a safe and authentic experience, our tours depart 

daily from Semera with small groups of 8–14 participants, ensuring personalized service, 

flexibility, and comfort. 

Recommended Domestic Flights 

 Addis Ababa → Semera: Ethiopian Airlines ET110 
 Semera → Addis Ababa: Ethiopian Airlines ET165 

 

Day 1 – Addis Ababa • Semera • Lake Afdera • Hamed Ela 

Morning 

Your adventure begins with a morning flight from Addis Ababa to Semera. Upon arrival, you 

will be welcomed by our professional guide and driver before departing in a fully equipped 4×4 

Land Cruiser. 

Following a short tour briefing, begin the scenic drive across the Afar Region toward the Danakil 

Depression. 

En Route 

Travel through dramatic volcanic landscapes, ancient lava fields, desert plains, and traditional 

Afar villages while learning about the region's unique geology and culture. 

Stop at the beautiful Lake Afdera, a natural salt lake known for its warm mineral-rich waters. 

Enjoy: 

 Lunch overlooking the lake 
 Optional swimming 
 Photography opportunities 
 Rest break before continuing into the desert 

Afternoon 
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Continue toward Hamed Ela, the traditional gateway to the Danakil Depression. 

Before sunset visit: 

 Lake Asale 
 Traditional salt mining sites 
 Endless white salt flats 
 Camel caravans transporting hand-cut salt blocks 

Watch the spectacular sunset across one of the most surreal landscapes on Earth. 

Accommodation 

Open-air desert camping at Hamed Ela. 

Meals 

 Lunch 
 Breakfast  
 Dinner 

 

Day 2 – Dallol • Salt Canyon • Camel Caravans • Erta Ale Volcano 

Early Morning 

After breakfast, depart for the famous Dallol geothermal field. 

Explore one of Earth's most fascinating geological wonders featuring: 

 Bright yellow sulfur deposits 
 Green acid pools 
 Orange mineral terraces 
 Salt crystal formations 
 Hydrothermal springs 
 Volcanic landscapes unlike anywhere else 

Continue exploring: 

 Salt Canyon 
 Traditional salt extraction sites 
 Camel caravans crossing the salt plains 

Learn how Afar communities have harvested salt for centuries using traditional methods. 
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Lunch 

Picnic lunch in the desert. 

Afternoon 

Drive toward Erta Ale Volcano through lava fields and volcanic terrain. 

Upon arrival, prepare for the evening hike. 

Evening Trek 

Accompanied by experienced local guides, hike to the summit of Erta Ale. 

Witness one of the world's few permanent lava lakes glowing beneath the night sky. 

This unforgettable experience is the highlight of the Danakil adventure. 

Accommodation 

Camping near Erta Ale Volcano. 

Meals 

 Breakfast 
 Lunch 
 Dinner 

 

Day 3 – Erta Ale • Lake Afdera • Semera • Addis Ababa 

Wake before sunrise for one final visit to the volcanic crater. 

Morning light offers excellent visibility and cooler temperatures for photography. 

After breakfast begin the drive back toward Semera. 

Stop along the way for refreshments and short breaks. 

Arrive at Semera Airport for your afternoon flight to Addis Ababa. 

End of Services. 
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Tour Includes 

✔ Airport transfer in Semera 

✔ Comfortable 4×4 Land Cruiser transportation 

✔ Professional English-speaking guide 

✔ Experienced local Afar guides 

✔ Professional driver 

✔ Camping equipment 

✔ Sleeping mattresses 

✔ All entrance fees 

✔ Government permits 

✔ Local community fees 

✔ All meals during the tour 

✔ Bottled drinking water 

✔ Full logistical support 

✔ First-aid equipment 

 

Tour Excludes 

✘ Domestic flights (Addis Ababa–Semera–Addis Ababa) 

✘ Ethiopian visa (if applicable) 

✘ Travel insurance 

✘ Alcoholic beverages 
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✘ Soft drinks 

✘ Personal expenses 

✘ Laundry services 

✘ Tips and gratuities 

 

What to Bring 

We recommend bringing: 

 Passport 
 Small backpack 
 Comfortable trekking shoes 
 Sandals 
 Lightweight clothing 
 Long-sleeved shirt 
 Light jacket for evenings 
 Hat 
 Sunglasses 
 Sunscreen (SPF 50+) 
 Headlamp or flashlight 
 Spare batteries 
 Power bank 
 Camera 
 Personal medications 
 Wet wipes 
 Toiletries 
 Swimwear 
 Reusable water bottle 

 

Safety & Security 

Your safety is our highest priority. Every Danakil Depression expedition is operated under strict 

safety procedures and local regulations. 

Professional Operations 
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 Experienced professional drivers trained for desert conditions. 
 Licensed English-speaking tour guides. 
 Knowledgeable local Afar guides accompany the group in designated areas. 
 Reliable 4×4 vehicles maintained to high operational standards. 
 Daily route planning based on current road, weather, and field conditions. 

Health & Environmental Safety 

The Danakil Depression is one of the hottest places on Earth, with temperatures frequently 

exceeding 40°C (104°F). 

To minimize heat-related risks: 

 Drinking water is provided throughout the journey. 
 Frequent hydration and rest breaks are scheduled. 
 Activities are planned during cooler parts of the day whenever practical. 
 Guests are encouraged to wear sun-protective clothing, hats, sunglasses, and sunscreen. 
 Participants should inform the tour leader of any medical conditions or dietary requirements 

before departure. 

Emergency Preparedness 

Our vehicles carry: 

 Comprehensive first-aid kits 
 Emergency communication equipment where available 
 Spare tires and essential recovery equipment 
 Extra drinking water 

In the event of severe weather, volcanic activity, road closures, or other unforeseen 

circumstances, the itinerary may be adjusted to prioritize guest safety. 

Personal Security 

Guests are advised to: 

 Follow all instructions from guides and local authorities. 
 Stay with the group at all times. 
 Avoid approaching geothermal pools, unstable ground, or volcanic vents without permission. 
 Keep passports, cash, and valuables secure. 
 Respect local customs and traditions. 
 Ask permission before photographing local residents. 
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Booking & Payment Policy 

Reservation 

Advance booking is strongly recommended due to limited group sizes. 

Reservations are confirmed only after receipt of the required deposit. 

Deposit 

A 30%  deposit is required to secure your booking. 

The remaining balance must be paid before the tour departure, according to the booking 

confirmation. 

Accepted Payment Method 

We currently accept: 

 Credit Card 
 Debit Card 

All payment processing fees, if applicable, are the responsibility of the customer unless 

otherwise stated in your booking confirmation. 

 

 

 

Travel Tips 

 Prepare for extremely hot desert conditions. 
 Drink plenty of water throughout the day. 
 Wear breathable clothing and sturdy hiking shoes. 
 Carry a fully charged power bank, as electricity is limited. 
 Mobile phone coverage is unavailable in many areas. 
 Camp facilities are basic due to the remote environment. 
 Bring cash for personal purchases and gratuities, as card facilities are not available in remote 

locations. 
 Respect the customs and traditions of the Afar people. 
 Leave no trace and help protect this unique UNESCO-worthy natural environment. 
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We are committed to providing a safe, authentic, and unforgettable adventure through one of the 

most remarkable geological landscapes on Earth, supported by experienced professionals, 

responsible tourism practices, and exceptional local knowledge. 

 

Gallery   
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