
 

The American Legion was chartered and incorporated by Congress in 1919 as a 
patriotic veterans organization devoted to mutual helpfulness. 
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CongratulaƟons to Charlie 
Giavelli! 50 years of conƟnuous 
service to the American Legion! 
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memorable Dates and  
Military Observances in september 

September 2: V-J Day (Victory over Japan) marking the end of World War II in 
1945. 
 
September 11: Patriot Day, honoring vicƟms of the 2001 terrorist aƩacks. 
 
September 18: U.S. Air Force Birthday, celebraƟng the founding of the branch 
in 1947. 
 
Third Friday of September: NaƟonal POW/MIA RecogniƟon Day, honoring 
missing or capƟve service members. 
 
Last Sunday of September: Gold Star Mother's and Family's Day, supporƟng 
families who lost a loved one in service. 

The official Air Force Birthday is 
recognized as Sept. 18, 1947, the 

date of the passage of the 
NaƟonal Security Act of 1947. 



Photos from August MeeƟng 



We had 30 people in aƩendance at the August 
meeƟng.  Great to see so many of you, including 
one of our longest tenured members Charlie 
Giavelli, who was presented with his 50 year 
ConƟnuous Service Award. CongratulaƟons 
Charlie!  Great to have you with us.  

We also paid tribute to another of our longest 
serving members who passed away quite 
recently. John Eagan was a 22 year Coast Guard 
veteran who regularly kept the Post and grounds 
in order. He was reliable, efficient and actually, 
indispensable!  I am honored that I had the 
chance to get to know him during my  Ɵme here 
at Post 21. Commander Thompson said “John’s 
47 years of faithful service to The American 
Legion speak volumes about the man he was. He 

August MeeƟng 
gave generously of his Ɵme, quietly serving our 
Post and caring for the place we call home. I was 
proud to serve alongside him and grateful for the 
friendship, dedicaƟon, and steady presence he 
brought to Post 21. He will be greatly missed, but 
his legacy will remain with us for years to 
come.”  Well said, Commander. One of the main 
points of discussion last month was Commander 

Thompson’s presentaƟon his three resoluƟons 
for the TCAVA  bill, currently being discussed in 
congress.  The resoluƟons were explained in 
detail and then voted on. All three resoluƟons 
passed and will be forwarded up to the 
Department level.  Post Adjutant Bob Ticknor 
reminded us that the new Legion membership 
year is in full swing. Dues are $50. He also said 
the ExecuƟve Board is paid up 100%. We also 
have nearly 40% of membership already paid. 
Let’s get everyone completed before the end of 
the calendar year. Honor Guard Captain Alex 
Pavlenenko provided an update. They sƟll need 

(Continued on page 6) 



members, so if you are interested, please see Alex 
or the Commander. Money has been set aside for 
new uniforms. Rifles and ammuniƟon are already 
on site in a new locked gun cabinet. Judge 
Advocate Steve Smith informed the group that we 
now have enough members to form a SAL Chapter. 
That project is ongoing and proceeding quite 
nicely. He also said the Sunday Coffee with a Vet 
has been great and has resulted in quite a few 
good discussions with locals who drop in to talk 
and have coffee. They also used the Ɵme to reƟre 
numerous boxes of old flags. Also, Reminder: 
Backpack Buddies is in full swing so don’t forget to 
bring in the food items needed. New CommiƩees 
and new projects are being discussed at our Post 
meeƟngs so try to aƩend if at all possible. We 
definitely need all of you to help us be successful 
in our endeavors.  

(Continued from page 5) 



The Post 21 booth at 
Gahagan Park for the 

Fourth of July Festivities.  
6 Legion Members also 

took part in the reading of 
the Declaration of 

Independence. 



 

William Henry Johnson  

William Henry Johnson (1870–1949) was a 
South Carolina photographer and landowner 
who documented the Four Hole Swamp area, 
including nearby plantaƟons like Gippy and 
Gravel Hill in the early 20th century, parƟcularly 
around 1928, as seen in his scrapbooks held by 
the Lowcountry Digital Library. Johnson’s 
scrapbooks, housed at the South Carolina 
Historical Society and accessible via the 
Lowcountry Digital Library, contain images of 
Four Hole Swamp, the old State Road, and 
surrounding plantaƟons. His photographs 
document the rural environment in Dorchester 
and Berkeley CounƟes where Four Hole Swamp, 
a 62-mile-long blackwater stream—flows. His 
work captured the landscape adjacent to areas 
rich in RevoluƟonary War history, such as the 
Four Holes Swamp Bridge and local Lowcountry 
plantaƟon scenes.   

Pictured: Photos taken by William Henry Johnson 
of the cannon and plaque displayed on the Four 
Hole Swamp Bridge in 1928.  





Come to Post 
21 between 
8:30 am and 
12:00 Noon 

every Sunday 
and enjoy a cup 

of coffee and 
camaraderie! 



Short Central Pavilion 

The Short Central Pavilion is part of Summerville DREAM’s broader revitalizaƟon and beauƟficaƟon 
effort along Short Central and East and West Richardson avenues. It will be a public gathering and 
performance space located at Short Central Avenue and West 2nd North Street. Inspired by 
Summerville’s idenƟty as “Flowertown,” the pavilion is conceived as an abstracted flower. A 
semicircular seat wall forms what designers describe as an open “flower basket,” while splayed 
wooden supports rise like stems. Above, a gently curved roof acts as a protecƟve leaf, and sculpted 
ceiling canopies extend outward like oversized petals, helping project sound toward the downtown 
streetscape. The pavilion also serves as a focal point for Phase 1 of DREAM’s Short Central 
improvements, which include planƟngs, streetscape upgrades and placemaking elements intended 
to encourage visitors to linger downtown. 

Left: Summerville Mayor Russ 
Touchberry speaks during the 

Short Central Pavilion ground-
breaking ceremony in downtown 
Summerville this past February. 



Harleyville 

Harleyville is named for the Harley family who owned 
much of the land that comprises the present town. 
William “Cow Bill” Harley owned substanƟal property 
in this vicinity and raised caƩle for the Charleston 
market. In 1885 he sold a right of way across his land 
to the Eutawville Railroad, which built a road between 
Pregnall’s and Eutaw Springs with Harleyville a regular 
stop. The railroad spurred development of the lumber 
industry and the town was incorporated in 1893. As 
automobile travel became more popular in the 20th 
century, Harleyville again benefiƩed from its locaƟon 
along what was then one of S.C.’s main thoroughfares. 
S.C. Hwy. 2 (now Hwy. 178) was the first hard-surfaced 
road in Dorchester County. When completed in 1932it 
extended from upstate S.C. to Charleston. Considered 
“S.C.’s Main St.,” Hwy. 2 allowed Harleyville to remain 
a trading center for surrounding farms. I-26 replaced 
S.C. Hwy. 2 as a main highway in the 1960s.  

 



The first Post Office in what is now Dorchester County was opened in 1803 by William Harley 
at his tavern, a frequent stop for travelers on the Columbia Road. It stood near the present site 
of the Department of Public Works. Harley's son James (1801-1867) is buried just north of the 
site on Highway 178. The town of Harleyville was named for William's grandson William W. 
(1825-1906). 

Harley’s Tavern 



Post 21 Judge Advocate Steve Smith is forming a new chapter of the Sons of the American Legion 
here at our Post. If you are interested in joining, please see Steve.  The Sons of The American Legion 
was created in 1932 as an organizaƟon within The American Legion. The SAL is made up of boys and 
men of all ages whose parents or grandparents served in the United States military and became 
eligible for membership in The American Legion. Together, members of The American Legion, The 
American Legion Auxiliary and the Sons of The American Legion make up what is known as the 
Legion Family. All three organizaƟons place high importance on preserving our American tradiƟons 
and values, improving the quality of life for our naƟon's children, caring for veterans and their 
families, and perhaps most importantly, teaching the fundamentals of good ciƟzenship. 
 
The SAL has study programs recommended for younger members. One such program, called "The Ten 
Ideals," teaches the elements of patrioƟsm, health, knowledge, training, honor, faith, helpfulness, 
courtesy, reverence and comradeship. If a member completes the Ten Ideals program, he is eligible to 
conƟnue with another program called the "Five-Point Program of Service." This program covers 
patrioƟsm, ciƟzenship, discipline, leadership and legionism. 
 
The Sons of The American Legion is divided into detachments at the state level and squadrons at the 
local level. A squadron pairs with a local American Legion post; a squadron’s charter is conƟngent 
upon its parent post’s charter. SAL’s mission is to strengthen the four pillars of The American Legion. 
Therefore, squadrons’ campaigns place an emphasis on preserving American tradiƟons and values, 
improving the quality of life for our naƟon’s children, caring for veterans and their families, and 
teaching the fundamentals of good ciƟzenship. 
 
 



John Eagan 
 
Service Dates: Nov. 26, 1956 to May 31, 1977. 
 
John’s first ship assignment was aboard the USCG 
CuƩer Woodrush (WAGL-407). It was aboard this ship 
that he iniƟally re-enlisted. 
 
At one point John served on the Five Fathom 
Lightship off Cape May, NJ. 
 
His was one of the iniƟal crew of the newly commissioned USCG CuƩer Alert (WMEC-
630), which makes him a plank owner! 
 
His final vessel (Nov. 19, 1974 to May 31, 1977) was the USCGC Papaw (WLB-308) as 
Auxiliary Chief and Main Propulsion Chief. 
 
In between vessel assignments,  John served at numerous duty staƟons: 

 CG StaƟon Eatons Neck 
       Northport, New York 

 
 CG Light StaƟon Iwo Jima 

       Iwo Jima, Japan 
 
 Coast Guard Base Gloucester 

       Gloucester City, NJ  
 
 Two Harbors Light StaƟon  

       Agate Bay, Lake Superior, Minnesota 
 
 John's service record indicates that he enlisted in the U.S. Coast Guard on 26 November 1956, and 

served on acƟve duty from 26 November 1956 to 31 May 1977. 
 
 AŌer serving 22 consecuƟve years of acƟve service, and being staƟoned at various Coast Guard 

units throughout the United States, he reƟred as a Chief Machinery Technician. 
 
 Throughout his 22.5 years of service it was noted in a LeƩer of AppreciaƟon that he conducted 

himself, his work and assiduous knowledge in such a manner to benefit the Coast Guard. 



MKC John L. Eagan, USCG 
 

John earned the following awards and medals: 
 4 Good Conduct Medals 

 NaƟonal Defense Service Medal 
 

John is a Plank Member of the USCG CuƩer Alert 

USCGC Papaw (WLB-308) 

USCGC Alert (WMEC-630) 

USCGC Woodrush (WAGL-407) Five Fathom Lightship 

A "plank owner" is an 
individual who was a member 

of the crew of a ship when that 
ship was placed in commission. 

This term applied to 
crewmembers present at the 

ship's first commissioning.  





 

All dates and Ɵmes are subject to change. 

 

 



Summerville 
500 N. Main St. 

Summerville, SC 29483 

Please use the Main St. 
Entrance. 

Office Hours: 

9:00 AM - 5:00 PM 
Monday - Friday  

Phone: (843) 832-0050 

 

St. George 
201 Johnston Street  

St. George, SC 29477 

The St. George office is 
located on the Raysor St. 

side of the building, behind 
DSS.  

Office Hours: 
9:00 AM - 5:00 PM 

Tuesday 

Phone: (843) 563-0116 

The Dorchester County Veterans Affairs Office assists veterans and their 
families who reside in Dorchester County in all maƩers that pertain to 
veterans and Veteran Benefits. You can contact the Veterans Affiars office 
at (843) 832-0050 to schedule an in-person or virtual appointment. 
 
The Veterans Affairs office assists all ex-service personnel with financial 
compensaƟon claims including but not limited to: 
 
 HospitalizaƟon 
 Training 
 Insurance Benefits 
These services are extended to eligible dependents, including parents, 
widows, children and orphans of ex-service personnel. 
 
If you need support for a specific mental health problem - or if you’re 
having problems sleeping, controlling your anger, or readjusƟng to civilian 
life - you are not alone.  You don’t need to be enrolled in VA health care 
to get care. To access free VA mental health services right away: 
 
 Call or walk-in to any VA Medical Center - anyƟme, day or night  
 Call or walk-in to any Vet Center during clinic hours 
 
If you have quesƟons about enrolling in VA health care, please contact 
the VA via phone at 1-877-222-VETS (1-877-222-8387) Monday - Friday, 
8:00 AM to 8:00 PM EST. Veterans with hearing loss are asked to use the 
TTY phone number 1-800-877-8339. 
 
Newly separated service members can expect three calls from qualified 
VA Solid Start representaƟves over the first year of separaƟon. VA will 
aƩempt to contact you several Ɵmes around 90, 180 and 365 days post-
separaƟon, so make sure your contact informaƟon is up to date in 
eBenefits. 
 
VA Solid Start representaƟves will not ask you for financial informaƟon 
and will only discuss topics you are comfortable with. Remember that 
phone scammers oŌen target Veterans, so always be vigilant and protect 
your financial informaƟon when talking to someone you don’t know over 
the phone. 
 
For quesƟons about VA Solid Start, call 1-800-827-0611, Monday - Friday, 
8:00 AM to 8:00 PM EST. 



Trident VA Clinic 
9237 University Boulevard 
North Charleston, SC 29406-8908 
Phone: 843-574-1010 
 
North Charleston VA Clinic 
6450 Rivers Avenue 
North Charleston, SC 29406-4882 
Phone: 843-818-5100 
 
Charleston VA Clinic 
2424 City Hall Lane 
Community Resource & Referral Center  
Suite B 
North Charleston, SC 29406-6538 
Phone: 843-789-6804 
Mental health: 843-577-5011 

VA Clinics 
Goose Creek VA Clinic 
2418 NNPTC Circle 
Goose Creek, SC 29445-6314 
Phone: 843-818-6999, ext. 343100 
Mental health: 843-577-5011 
 
Ralph H. Johnson Department of Veterans 
Affairs Medical Center 
109 Bee Street 
Charleston, SC 29401-5799 
Phone: 843-577-5011 
 
Beaufort VA Clinic 
1 Pinckney Boulevard 
Beaufort, SC 29902-6122 
Phone: 843-770-0444 


