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February 2, 2025

Sunday Newsletter
THE FEAST OF THE PURIFICATION OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY

This Sunday’s Epistle & Gospel

In this newsletter
yvou will find the

EPISTLE (Malach. lll. 1-4.) Thus Saith The Lord God: Behold, | send my following:
Angel, and he shall prepare the way before my face. And presently the
Lord, whom you seek, and the Angel of the testament, whom you
desire, shall come to his temple. Behold, he cometh, saith the Lord of Epistle & Gospel
hosts, and who shall be able to think of the day of his coming, and
who shall stand to see him? For he is like a refining fire, and like the
fuller's herb: and he shall sit refining and cleansing the silver, and he
shall purify the sons of Levi, and shall refine them as gold and as
silver: and they shall offer sacrifices to the Lord in justice. And the
sacrifice of Juda and of Jerusalem shall please the Lord, as the days of

old, and the ancient years: saith the Lord Almighty. Weekly Ordo

GOSPEL (Luke II. 22-32.) At that time, After the days of Mary's
purification, according to the law of Moses, were accomplished, they
carried Jesus to Jerusalem, to present him to the Lord, as it is written
in the law of the Lord: Every male opening the womb shall be called Announcements
holy to the Lord. And to offer a sacrifice, according as it is written in
the law of the Lord, a pair of turtle doves, or two young pigeons. And
behold, there was a man in Jerusalem named Simeon, and this man
was just and devout, waiting for the consolation of Israel, and the Holy . .
Ghost was in him. And he had received an answer from the Holy The thurglcal
Ghost, that he should not see death, before he had seen the Christ of Year by Abbot
the Lord. And he came by the Spirit into the temple. And when his Gueranger
parents brought in the child Jesus, to do for him according to the
custom of the law: he also took him into his arms, and blessed God,
and said: Now thou dost dismiss thy servant, O Lord, according to thy
word, in peace: Because my eyes have seen thy salvation: which thou Litany of St.
hast prepared before the face of all peoples: a light to the revelation Philip Neri
of the Gentiles, and the glory of thy people Israel.




This upcoming week’s TLM Mass Schedule & Parish Ordo

Date & Time Day of Week Mass Color Gloria/Credo Preface Commeration(s)/Notes Notes

2/2/2025 Noon Sunday Candlemas White g.c Nativity Blessing of Candles
2/3/2025 8:00 AM Monday St. Blaise Red g Common Blessing Throats
2/4/2025 8:00 AM Tuesday St. Andrew Corsini Wh g Common
2/5/2025 8:00 AM Wednesday St. Agatha Red g Commeoen
2/6/2025 8:00 AM Thursday Votive Mass of Our Lord Jesus Christ, Eternal High Priest  White g Common St. Titus & St. Dorothy Litany of St. Philip Neri
2/7/2025 8:00 AM Friday Votive Mass of Most Sacred Heart of Jesus White g Sacred Heart St. Romuald

2/8/2025 NO MASS Saturday St. John of Matha White g Common
2/9/2025 Noon Sunday V Sunday after Epiphany Green g.c Holy Trinity
Weekly Announcements
BAPTISM

Pray for Baby Floody, who will be baptized today.

BLESSING OF THROATS
Blessing of throats on the Feast of St. Blaise will take place after Mass
on Monday, February 3, 2025, after the 8am Mass.

MONTHLY TLM ALTAR SERVER WARRIOR MEET
We will have our first monthly Altar Server Warrior Meet on Sunday, February 9, 2025, after the Noon Mass.
This is an optional meeting for current and aspiring TLM servers and their fathers.
We will have games, pizza, & review rubrics.

RETURN BLESSED PALMS
Please return blessed palms to Church immediately before or after Noon Mass
on Sunday, March 2, 2025 near the Baptismal Font.

Prayer for the President Elect

Immaculate Mary, patroness of the United States of America. Queen of Heaven and earth, beneath whose
sway are subject all things that are lower than God, sorrowful and mindful of our own sinfulness and the sins
of our nation, we come to thee our refuge and hope, knowing that our country cannot be saved by our own
works, and mindful of how much our nation has departed from the ways of thy Son, we humbly ask that
thou wouldst turn thine eyes upon our country to bring about its conversion.

We consecrate to thee all of those governing our Republic, so that what is spiritually and morally best for the
citizens of our nation may be accomplished, and that they would govern according to the spiritual and
moral principles which will bring our nation into conformity with the teachings of thy Son. Bind any forces,
spiritual or human, that would seek to inflict harm or evil on our country, or against those who do good for

our nation by their governance.

Give grace to the citizens of this land, so that they may merit leaders who will govern according to the
Sacred Heart of thy Son, that His glory may be made manifest, lest we be given the leaders we deserve.
Trusting in the providential care of God the Father and thy maternal care, we have perfect confidence that
thou wilt take care of us and will not leave us forsaken.

O Mary Immaculate, pray for us.
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“The Liturgical Year”
THE FEAST OF THE PURIFICATION OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY

The Forty Days of Mary's Purification are now completed, and she must go up to the Temple, there to offer to God her Child Jesus. Before
following the Son and his Mother in this their mysterious journey, let us spend our last few moments at Bethlehem, in lovingly pondering
over the mysteries at which we are going to assist.

The Law commanded, that a woman, who had given birth to a son, should not approach the Tabernacle for the term of forty days; after
which time, she was to offer a sacrifice for her Purification. She was to offer up a lamb as a holocaust, and a turtle or dove as a sin-
offering. But if she were poor, and could not provide a lamb, she was to offer, in its stead, a second turtle or dove. By another ordinance of
the Law, every first-born son was to be considered as belonging to God, and was to be to redeemed by six sides, each side weighing,
according to the standard of the Temple, twenty *obols. (*Leviticus 12; Exodus 30:13. The Obol was about three half-pence of English
money) Mary was a Daughter of Israel — she had given Birth to Jesus — he was her First-born Son. Could such a Mother, and such a Son,
be included in the Laws we have just quoted? Was it becoming that Mary should observe them?

If she considered the spirit of these legal enactments, and why God required the ceremony of Purification, it was evident that she was not
bound to them. They, for whom these Laws had been made, were espoused to men; — Mary was the chaste Spouse of the Holy Ghost, a
Virgin in conceiving, and a Virgin in giving Birth to, her Son; her purity had ever been spotless as that of the Angels — but it received an
incalculable increase by her carrying the God of all sanctity in her womb, and bringing him into this world. Moreover, when she reflected
upon her Child being the Creator and sovereign Lord of all things — how could she suppose that he was to be submitted to the
humiliation of being ransomed as a slave, whose life and person are not his own?

And yet, the Holy Spirit revealed to Mary, that she must comply with both these Laws. She, the holy Mother of God, must go to the
Temple like other Hebrew mothers, as though she had lost a something which needed restoring by a legal sacrifice. He, that is the Son of
God and Son of Man, must be treated in all thing's as though, he were a Servant, and be ransomed in common with the poorest Jewish
boy. Mary adores the will of God, and embraces it with her whole heart.

The Son of God was not to be made known to the world but by gradual revelations. For thirty years, he leads a hidden life in the
insignificant village of Nazareth; and during all that time, men took him to be the son of Joseph. (Luke 3:23) It was only in his thirtieth
year, that John the Baptist announced him, and then only in mysterious words, to the Jews, who flocked to the Jordan, there to receive
from the Prophet the baptism of penance. Our Lord himself gave the next revelation — the testimony of his wonderful works and
miracles. Then came the humiliations of his Passion and Death, followed by his glorious Resurrection, which testified to the truth of his
prophecies, proved the infinite merits of his Sacrifice, and, in a word, proclaimed his Divinity. The earth had possessed its God and its
Saviour for three-and-thirty years, and men, with a few exceptions, knew it not. The Shepherds of Bethlehem knew it; but they were not
told, as were afterwards the Fishermen of Genesareth, to go and preach the Word to the furthermost parts of the world. The Magi, too,
knew it; they came to Jerusalem, and spoke of it, and the City was in a commotion ; but all was soon forgotten, and the Three Kings went
back quietly to the East. These two events, (which would, at a future day, be celebrated by the Church as events of most important
interest to mankind,) were lost upon the world, and the only ones that appreciated them were a few true Israelites, who had been living
in expectation of a Messias, who was to be poor and humble, and was to save the world. The majority of the Jews would not even listen to
the Messias’ having been born; for Jesus was born at Bethlehem, and the Prophets had distinctly foretold that the Messias was to be
called a Nazarene. (Matt 2:23).

The same Divine plan — which had required that Mary should be espoused to Joseph, in order that her fruitful Virginity might not seem
strange in the eyes of the people — now obliged her to come, like other Israelite mothers, to offer the sacrifice of Purification, for the Birth
of the Son, whom she had conceived by the operation of the power of the Holy Ghost, but who was to be presented in the Temple as the
Son of Mary, the Spouse of Joseph. Thus it is, that Infinite Wisdom delights in showing that his thoughts are not our thoughts, and in
disconcerting our notions; he claims the submissiveness of our confidence, until the time come that he has fixed for withdrawing the veil,
and showing himself to our astonished view.

The Divine Will was dear to Mary in this as in every circumstance of her life. The Holy Virgin knew, that by seeking this external rite of
Purification, she was in no wise risking the honour of her Child, or failing in the respect due to her own Virginity. She was in the Temple of
Jerusalem what she was in the house of Nazareth, when she received the Archangel's visit — she was the Handmaid of the Lord. (Luke
1:38) She obeyed the Law, because she seemed to come under the Law. Her God and her Son submitted to the ransom as humbly as the
poorest Hebrew would have to do; he had already obeyed the edict of the emperor Augustus, in the general census; he was to be
obedient even unto death, even to the death of the Cross. The Mother and the Child, both humbled themselves in the Purification, and
man’s pride received, on that day, one of the greatest lessons ever given it.



https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Leviticus+12&version=DRA
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Exodus+30%3A13&version=DRA
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+3%3A23&version=DRA
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matt+2%3A23&version=DRA
http://biblehub.com/greek/1399.htm
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+1%3A38&version=DRA
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+1%3A38&version=DRA
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What a journey was this of Mary and Joseph, from Bethlehem to Jerusalem! The Divine Babe is in his Mother’'s arms — she had him on
her heart the whole way. Heaven, and earth, and all nature, are sanctified by the gracious presence of their merciful Creator. Men look at
this Mother as she passes along the road with her sweet Jesus; some are struck with her appearance, others pass her by as not worth a
look; but of the whole crowd, there was not one that knew he had been so close to the God, who had come to save him.

Joseph is carrying the humble offering, which the Mother is to give to the Priest. They are too poor to buy a lamb — besides, their Jesus is
the Lamb of God, who taketh away the sins of the world. The Law required that a Turtle, or Dove, should be offered in the place of a lamb,
when the Mother was poor. Innocent birds! emblems of purity, fidelity, and simplicity. Joseph has also provided the five Sides, the ransom
to be given for the First-born Son — Mary's only Son, who has vouchsafed to make us his Brethren, and, by adopting our nature, to render
us partakers of his.

At length, the Holy Family enter Jerusalem. The name of this holy City signifies Vision of Peace; and Jesus comes to bring her Peace. Let
us consider the names of the three places, in which our Redeemer began, continued, and ended his life on earth. He is conceived at
Nazareth, which signifies a Flower; and Jesus is, as he tells us in the Canticle, the Flower of the field and the Lily of the valley
(Canticles/Song of Songs 2:1) by whose fragrance we are refreshed. He is born at Bethlehem, the House of Bread; for he is the
nourishment of our souls. He dies on the Cross in Jerusalem, and, by his Blood, he restores peace between heaven and earth, peace
between men, peace within our own souls; and, on this day of his Mother’s Purification, we shall find him giving us the pledge of this
peace.

Whilst Mary, the Living Ark of the Covenant, is ascending the steps, which lead up to the Temple, carrying Jesus in her arms, let us be
attentive to the mystery — one of the most celebrated of the prophecies is about to be accomplished, one of the principal characters of
the Messias is about to be shown as belonging to this Infant. We have already had the other predictions fulfilled, of his being conceived of
a Virgin, and born in Bethlehem ; to-day, he shows us a further title to our adoration — he enters the Temple.

This edifice is not the magnificent Temple of Solomon, which was destroyed by fire, during the Jewish captivity. It is the Second Temple,
which was built after the return from Babylon, and is not comparable to the First in beauty. Before the century is out, it also is to be
destroyed ; and our Saviour will soon tell the Jews, that not a stone shall remain on stone that shall not be thrown down. (Luke 21:6) Now,
the Prophet Aggeus (Haggai) — in order to console the Jews, who had returned from banishment, and were grieving because they were
unable to raise a House to the Lord equal in splendour to that built by Solomon — addressed these words to them, which mark the time
of the coming of the Messias: “Take courage, Zorobabel, saith the Lord; and take courage, Jesus, the son of Josedec, the High Priest; and
take courage, all ye people of the land; — for thus saith the Lord of hosts: Yet one little while, and | will move the heaven, and the earth,
and the sea, and the dry land. And | will move all nations; and the Desired of all nations shall come; and | will Jill this House with glory. —
Great shall be the glory of this House, more than of the first; and in this place | will give Peace, saith the Lord of hosts.” (Haggai 2:5,7,8,10)

The hour is come for the fulfillment of this prophecy. The Emmanuel has left Bethlehem ; he has come among the people; he is about to
take possession of his Temple, and the mere fact of his entering it, will straightways give it a glory, which is far above that of its
predecessor. He will often visit it during his mortal life; but his coming to it to-day, carried as he is in Mary's arms, is enough for the
accomplishment of the promise, and all the shadows and figures of this Temple at once pale before the rays of the Sun of Truth and
Justice. The blood of oxen and goats will, for a few years more, flow on its altar; but the Infant, who holds in his veins the Blood that is to
redeem the world, is, at this moment, standing near that very Altar. Amidst the Priests who are there, and amidst the crowd of Israelites
who are moving to and fro in the sacred building, there are a few faithful ones, who are in expectation of the Deliverer, and they know
that the time of his manifestation is at hand; — but there is not one among them all, who knows, that at that very moment, this expected
Messias is under the same roof with himself.

But, this great event could not be accomplished, without a prodigy being wrought by the Eternal God, as a welcome to his Son. The
Shepherds had been summoned by the Angel, and the Magi had been called by the Star, when Jesus was born in Bethlehem: this time, it
is the Holy Ghost himself who sends a witness to the Infant, now in the great Temple.

There was then living in Jerusalem an old man, whose life was well nigh spent. He was a Man of desires, (Dan 10:11) and his name was
Simeon; his heart had longed unceasingly for the Messias, and, at last, his hope was recompensed. The Holy Ghost revealed to him, that
he should not see death, without first seeing the rising of the Divine Light. As Mary and Joseph were ascending the steps of the Temple,
to take Jesus to the Altar, Simeon felt within himself the strong impulse of the Spirit of God; he leaves his house, and walks towards the
Temple; the ardour of his desire makes him forget the feebleness of age. He reaches the porch of God’'s House — and there, amidst the
many mothers who had come to present their children, his inspired gaze recognises the Virgin, of whom he had so often read in Isaias,
and he presses, through the crowd, to the Child she is holding in her arms.

Mary, guided by the same Divine Spirit, welcomes the saintly old man, and puts into his trembling arms the dear object of her love, the
Salvation of the world. Happy Simeon! figure of the ancient world, grown old in its expectation, and near its end. No sooner has he
received the sweet Fruit of Life, than his youth is renewed as that of the eagle, and in his person is wrought the transformation, which
was to be granted to the whole human race. He cannot keep silence — he must sing a Canticle — he must do as the Shepherds and Magi
had done, he must give testimony: “Now,"” says he, “now, Lord, thou dost dismiss thy servant in Peace, because my eyes have seen thy
Salvation, which thou hast prepared — a Light that is to enlighten the Gentiles, and give glory to thy people Israel.” (Luke 2:29-35)



https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Haggai+2%3A5-10&version=DRA
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Dan+10%3A11&version=DRA
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+2%3A29-35&version=DRA
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Immediately, there comes, attracted to the spot by the same Holy Spirit, the holy Anna, Phanuel's daughter, noted for her piety, and
venerated by the people on account of her great age. Simeon and Anna, the representatives of the Old Testament, unite their voices, and
celebrate the happy coming of the Child who is to renew the face of the earth; they give praise to the mercy of Jehovah, who, in this
place, in this Second Temple, gives Peace to the world, as the Prophet Aggeus (Haggai) had foretold.

This was the Peace so long looked forward to by Simeon, and now, in this Peace will he sleep. Now, Lord, as he says in his Canticle, thou
dost dismiss thy servant, according to thy word, in Peace! His soul, quitting its bond of the flesh, will now hasten to the bosom of
Abraham, and bear to the elect, who rest there, the tidings that Peace has appeared on the earth, and will soon open heaven. Anna has
some years still to pass on earth; as the Evangelist tells us, she has to go and announce the fulfillment of the promises to such of the Jews
as were spiritually minded and looked for the Redemption of Israel. (Luke 2:38) The divine seed is sown; the Shepherds, the Magi, Simeon,
and Anna, have all been its sowers; it will spring up in due time; and when our Jesus has spent his thirty years of hidden life in Nazareth,
and shall come for the harvest-time, he will say to his Disciples: Lift up your eyes, and see the countries, for they are white already for the
harvest: (John 4:35) pray ye the Lord of the harvest, that he send labourers into his harvest? (Luke 10:2)

Simeon gives back to Mary the Child she is going to offer to the Lord. The two Doves are presented to the Priest, who sacrifices them on
the Altar; the price for the ransom is paid; the whole law is satisfied; and, after having paid her homage to her Creator in this sacred
place, where she spent her early years, Mary, with Jesus fastly pressed to her bosom, and her faithful Joseph by her side, leaves the
Temple.

Such is the mystery of this fortieth day, which closes, by this admirable Feast of the Purification, the holy season of Christmas. Several
learned writers, among whom we may mention Henschenius and Pope Benedict the Fourteenth, are of opinion that this Solemnity was
instituted by the Apostles themselves. This much is certain, that it was a long-established Feast even in the fifth century.

The Greek Church and the Church of Milan count this Feast among those of our Lord; but the Church of Rome has always considered it
as a Feast of the Blessed Virgin. It is true, it is our Saviour who is this day offered in the Temple; but this offering is the consequence of
our Lady's Purification. The most ancient of the Western Martyrologies and Calendars call it The Purification. The honour thus paid by the
Church to the Mother, tends, in reality, to the greater glory of her Divine Son, for He is the Author and the End of all those prerogatives
which we revere and honour in Mary.




LITANY OF ST. PHILIP NERI

Lord, have mercy.

Lord, have mercy.
Christ, have mercy.
Christ, have mercy.
Lord, have mercy.

Lord, have mercy.
Christ, hear us.

Christ, graciously hear us.
God the Father of Heaven,
Have mercy on us.

God the Son, Redeemer of the world,
Have mercy on us.

God the Holy Spirit,
Have mercy on us.

Holy Trinity, One God,
Have mercy on us.

Holy Mary,

pray for us.

Holy Mother of God,
pray for us.

Holy Virgin of Virgins,
pray for us

Saint Philip,

pray for us

Vessel of the Holy Spirit,
Child of Mary,

Apostle of Rome,
Counselor of Popes,
Voice of Prophecy,

Man of Primitive Times,
Winning Saint,

Hidden Hero,

Sweetest of Fathers,
Martyr of Charity,

Heart of Fire,

Discerner of Spirits,
Choicest of Priests,
Mirror of the Divine Life,
Pattern of humility,
Example of Simplicity,
Light of Holy Joy,
Image of Childhood,
Picture of Old Age,
Director of Souls,
Gentle Guide of Youth,
Patron of thine Own,

Thou who observed chastity in thy youth,
pray for us

Who sought Rome by Divine guidance,
Who hid so long in the catacombs,

Who received the Holy Spirit into thy heart,
Who experienced such wonderful ecstasies,
Who so lovingly served the little ones,

Who washed the feet of pilgrims,

Who ardently thirsted after martyrdom,
Who distributed the daily word of God,
Who turned so many hearts to God,

Who conversed so sweetly with Mary,

Who raised the dead,

Who set up thy houses in all lands,

Lamb of God, Who takest away the sins of the world,
Spare us, O Lord.
Lamb of God, Who takest away the sins of the world,
Graciously hear us, O Lord.
Lamb of God, Who takest away the sins of the world,
Have mercy on us.
Christ, hear us.

Christ, graciously hear us.
V. Remember thy congregation.
R. Which thou hast possessed from the beginning.

Let Us Pray.

O God, Who hast exalted blessed Philip, Thy confessor, in the glory of Thy Saints, grant that, as we rejoice in his
commemoration, so may we profit by the example of his virtues, through Christ Our Lord.

Amen.

-St. John Henry Newman




