Bulldog Care Tips for Puppies and Adults

The following tips are compiled from our experience as well as the experience of other bulldoggers. Much of the information is compiled and excerpted from the BCA Bulldog Basic Care. We hope you find this helpful and informative. Keep in mind that it is not all inclusive and your vet can provide additional information as needed. Of course, if you ever have any questions, please feel free to call or email us at Half Moon Kennel AKC English Bulldogs.  We will do our very best to help; if we don’t have the answer, we’ll do everything we can to find the answer!

Introduction
Bulldogs are special. Bulldogs are different. The main things we've learned about Bulldogs are: You never learn it all; Bulldogs give and need lots of love and attention; Bulldoggers are always ready and willing to help you; a good veterinarian who knows and likes Bulldogs is an absolute necessity. Bulldogs are wonderful companions -you'll have a great time with your very own, very special Bulldog and we appreciate your purchase of your bulldog from us.

Bringing Your Baby Bully Home
When you arrive home with your puppy, remember-your puppy is a baby Bulldog. Like all babies, he needs lots of love and cuddling, lots of rest and sleep, lots of love and cuddling, lots of good, nourishing food and more love and cuddling. Moving to a new home, leaving his dam and litter mates and the only humans he has ever really known is a very traumatic experience for the puppy, so try to make the move as easy as possible for him. For the first couple of weeks, try to change his life as little as possible. Once the puppy is settled securely into his new home, you can begin to introduce him to your way of doing things. Give him several weeks to 30 days to adjust to his new home and surroundings. It’s always best to follow the breeders’ feeding routine. The same times, the same amount, the same brand of food, the same supplements. Feed him in the same place at each meal. Be sure he has a special area all his own for his bed. Give him lots and lots of cuddling and petting. Do not let him play so long and hard that he becomes exhausted.  If you want to change the brand of puppy kibble he is eating, the change should be slow and gradual. Substitute a small amount of the old food with the new brand and slowly increase the ratio of new to old until the old brand is completely replaced with the new. Sometime during the first week, you should take him to your veterinarian for a checkup and a “get to know you” visit. Take along a record of his immunizations and other records/information.

Things You Will Need
There are several things which will make life easier and more enjoyable for you and your Bulldog. A rocking chair or a really comfortable big chair you can sit in and cuddle your new Bulldog puppy. They need lots of love and petting!
A food dish with straight sides and flat bottom. The best material is stainless steel-avoid flimsy plastic.
A water dish, stainless steel is best.
A collar and a lead. A light weight, small link "choke" collar is best. It should be 
long enough to slip over pup's head with room to spare but should not have more than a six inch "tail" when around his neck. His first lead should be a light weight one; you'll need a stronger leather lead as he grows.
Nail clippers or grinder.
A wire crate. This comes very close to being a necessity. It is much easier to 
house train a puppy if he sleeps in a crate. If you travel at all with your dog, he is safer and happier riding in a crate and if you are staying overnight, he has a place of his own to sleep in. It is just as important for your dog to be in a crate in the car as it is for you to wear your seat belt. If you do not have a crate, or one won't fit in your car, get him a dog safety car harness. Bulldogs do better in wire crates than the Veri-Kennel type because the air circulation through the wire crates is so much better. Dogs like to have a special "my place" so If you don't have a crate, try one, you and your Bulldog will like it.
A puppy pen or play-yard. Even though you have a fenced yard, you may want to confine the puppy to or out of a particular area. Puppy pens are easily portable and very handy for keeping a puppy confined to a small area. They are especially useful for a winter puppy. You can put his bed in his crate, put the crate in a puppy pen, and put his papers in a corner of the pen.
If you plan to exhibit your Bulldog, you will need a pair of whisker scissors. These are small, sharp, blunt end scissors which you can purchase from a pet store, a dog show vendor or a dog supply catalogue.
A good brush. You can use almost any brush on a Bulldog but the best ones 
have flexible rubber bristles. You want one small enough to fit your hand 
comfortably.
If you travel with your Bulldog, you'll need a large insulated water jug so that you'll have "home" water available for him. A small water pan that hooks to the side of his crate is handy.

HOUSEBREAKING YOUR PUPPY
Housebreaking your puppy is very easy if you are consistent and dedicated. Since canines are den animals it is best to crate train using a crate just large enough for the puppy to stand up and turn around. By using a larger crate, the puppy will tend to do their duty in one corner and sleep in the other and the training will not work well in this situation.  As long as you can physically 
watch your puppy they do not need to be crated. If you cannot watch them-crate them! A good rule of thumb is to not feed the puppy after 6 pm. This will limit him/her doing their duty overnight. Very young puppies cannot help from relieving themselves even in a crate situation-not feeding them after 6 pm will help in this training. Since bulldogs are stubborn; it is not recommended to train the puppy to go in an area inside the home such as on a newspaper, in the kitchen etc. if you plan to train the puppy later outside. Train to the area in which you wish the puppy to go for the rest of their life. A good rule of thumb is to physically take the puppy to the area in which you want him/her to do their duty as soon as the puppy: 
(1) Wakes from a nap.
(2) 10 to 15 minutes after a feeding.
(3) When you see the puppy sniffing around the floor.
(4) After "Hard Play" as this tends to make them want to defecate.
(5) and at least every hour in between.

When the puppy does their duty in the designated area, praise the puppy by 
saying, “That’s a good girl/boy!” and pet the puppy. Show and verbally convey to the puppy how happy you are that they did a good thing. Bulldogs love to please their human friends.

EVERYTHING YOU DO WITH YOUR NEW PUPPY SHOULD BE DONE IN A TEACHING WAY, so as to determine what your puppy learns and the good (or bad) habits it will develop. Verbal discipline is first with a slight change in the tone 
of your voice. Increase the change in the tone of your voice as the puppy grows 
older. Yelling, screaming or hitting the puppy with your hand or a newspaper 
doesn’t teach–it frightens the puppy. Stop and think first and use your very best 
judgment on your teachings, discipline, and love. Just remember, it’s time, 
patience and repetition that will determine what your puppy learns and how your puppy turns out!

Bulldog Medicine Chest
Vaseline. Use this on his nose, on his eye wrinkles, any place you need to soothe and waterproof but don't need to medicate. Use it also on the thermometer when you take his temperature.
Plastic Real Lemon. If he gets phlegm in his throat and chokes on it, a couple squirts of juice from the plastic lemon will help clear it out.
A good rectal thermometer.
Clear Eyes, Duo lube, etc. for irritated eyes
Aspirin. For minor aches and pains. Most Bulldogs can tolerate aspirin but do not 
give any other human pain reliever such as Tylenol or Advil. Buffered aspirin 
such as Bufferin is better than plain aspirin and Ascriptin is better than Bufferin. 
Remember that the dosage for aspirin, like most pain relief medication, is based 
primarily on body weight. A Bulldog should never be given more than one tablet 
at a time or more frequently than every twelve hours. Some Bulldogs are allergic 
to aspirin, so use with care. Benadryl. Either capsule or liquid. Use this if the dog is stung by a bee or other insect, and for minor allergies.
Panalog Ointment. A good all-purpose ointment for minor skin afflictions. Also good for cleaning wrinkles, tail pockets and ears. Do not put in his eyes.
Bag Balm. Also useful for minor skin afflictions.
Pepto-Bismol. For minor stomach upset.
Kaopectate. For minor diarrhea.
Q-tips. Use for applying medication and cleaning ears.
Cotton balls. Use for applying medication, for cleaning and to keep ears dry while 
bathing.
Toys and Treats- Never ever give your Bulldog a rawhide toy or chew. Even Bulldog puppies can tear a piece off the rawhide and choke on it. Human candy is not a good idea; instead, see what your dog likes in the way of vegetables, fruits and grains. 
There are many dog biscuit products you can purchase that are not only good nutritionally but good for their teeth. Our bulldogs enjoy Milk Bones and don’t risk 
choking. Puppies also like knotted socks to shake and play tug of war with. They also like Nyla bone and Gummabone toys. Many like to play with balls, but be sure the ball 
is too big to lodge in the throat.  Small Kong toys are also a good choice, but 
make sure it is the right size and not so small that the pup can swallow or choke 
on it.
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