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Now that classes are

in Bethany
College’s 136th year, A

t| reflection on the foun-

der and his family is
surely in order. SVHA
President Chris Aber-
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et crombie wrote a splen

%wj% did bio on Dr. Carl
Swensson:

Swenssons 1 The Reverend

Doctor Carl Aaron

Swensson, founder of
Bethany College and its
second president, was
born in Sugar Grove,
Pennsylvania in 1857.
In 1879 at 22 he an-
swered the call to be
pastor of Bethany Lu-

N

theran Church in Linds-

borg, replacing the Rev-
erend Olof Olsson who
had lead the group of
Swedish settlers to the
Smoky Valley in 18609.
Olsson had moved to
join the faculty of Au-
gustana College in
Rock Island, lllinois.
Within six months of his
arrival Swensson pro-

posed the establish-
ment of a Lutheran
school in Lindsborg.

The congregation en-
thusiastically endorsed
their new pastor’s plan.
A portion of the
church’s land in the
northeast section of
Lindsborg was set
aside for the new insti-
tution. In his book
Bethany in Kansas au-
thor and historian Dr.
Emery Lindquist de-
scribes Swensson as
“...not only a dreamer
but a dynamic man of
action”.

On October 15,
1881 ten students, all at
least 12 years’ of age
and each paying a tui-
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THE SWENSSONS AND BETHANY COLLEGE

tion fee of $5.00, gath-
ered in the sacristy of
Bethany Lutheran
Church for the first
classes. The list of enrol-
lees shows that Bethany
was a coeducational in-
stitution from the begin-
ning. J. A. Udden was
hired as the teacher for
the Bethany Academy.

Swensson  worked
tirelessly to promote and
fund the new academy.
A frame building, now
part of the Heritage
Square at the Old Mill
Museum complex, was
purchased and moved to
the location of the pre-
sent-day Presser Hall.
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Lane Hart, a 3-story
brick building, was con-
structed in 1883. Lane
Hart served as the col-
lege building, from
dorm rooms to cafete-
ria to class and prac-
tice rooms until the
large 5-story Old Main
opened in 1886. Old
Main was razed in
1968 to make way for
the Wallerstadt Learn-
ing Center class room
and library buildings.
Lane Hart, ultimately
used as a girls’ dorm,
was declared a fire
danger and razed in
the 1980’s.

Is interesting to
note that Dr. Swensson
was so persuasive and
charismatic that he was
able to get the town’s
people to move their
cemetery from the site
he wanted for Old
Main, relocating the
bodies a mile east in
what is now Elmwood
Cemetery. To raise
badly needed funds for

the new Academy Dr.
Swensson and his wife
Alma called a re-
hearsal of Handel's
oratorio “Messiah” in
December 1881. Even
though many of the
volunteer singers had
trouble with the Eng-
lish words Mrs.
Swensson was a pa-
tient teacher and had
the chorus and orches-
tra ready for a number
of performances in the
Smoky Valley during
Holy Week of 1882.
Thus was born the
Bethany College Ora-
torio Society that has
presented Handel's
masterpiece every
Holy Week but one.
That year’s rendition
was interrupted by the
Spanish flu epidemic
but made up later in
the year keeping the
yearly performance
record intact.

A die-hard

Republican, Swensson
is quoted as having

Bethany Academy

THE SWENSSONS AND BETHANY COLLEGE CON'T.

declared: "A Swede is
the best thing in
Europe, an American is
the best thing in the
United States and a
Swedish American Re-
publican is the best
thing in the world." --
Carl Aaron Swensson
to a Republican rally in
Moline, lllinois.

The sad news of Dr.
Swensson’s death,
while on a trip to Los
Angeles to promote
Bethany College, was
received on February
14, 1904. He was only
46 years’ of age.

* Carl and Alma were
married September of
1880 and had two chil-
dren, Bertha Maria
Fredrika, born in 1882
and Annie Hilma Theo-
dora in 1885. Annie
“Theo” as she would be
called, became a suc-
cessful and beloved
Professor at Bethany
as well.

Mrs. Swensson be-
lieved in equal rights.
She took an emphatic
stand for women suffra-
gettes. Also,
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Parsonage, he was
not allowed to accept
it though. Being
an impeccable host-
ess, which was ex-
pected of an impor-
tant pastor’s wife, she
entertained a variety
of people, important
and just regular folks
and did so with a
style she learned in
Sweden. Alma lived
to be 80 and died of a
stroke in 1939. This
photo was taken by
Life magazine pho-
tographer  Herbert

Gehr just months be-
fore her death. Alma
Swensson Hall was
dedicated May 30th,
1949 as a memorial
to this fine lady.
*added by Tim S. VP

when Gov. Henry
Allen's chauffeur,
who was African-
American and
was told he could-
n't stay in Linds-|__
borg, Mrs.|H
Swensson offere
him a room in the
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These two etchings
of Bethany College
were drawn for the
1887 Kansas At-
las—only one was
used, do you know
which one?

SVHA 2017-2018 Program Schedule

Once again our Program Chair, Elly Ostlind, has put together a spectacular and informative

schedule this academic cycle.

o Sept. 12, 2017—"The Cowboy” presented by Jim Gray, Executive Director of the National
Drovers Hall of Fame, author of “Head ‘em up and move ‘em out”.

e Nov. 14, 2017—"History of the Opat family, Lindsborg” presented by Jason Opat, CEO of
Integrated Media Group

« Jan. 9, 2018—Anna James, her home country of Uzbekistan and the chess connection to
Lindsborg. Anna is the Executive Director of the Anatoly Karpov Chess School in Linds-
borg.

e March 13, 2018—"From Lindsborg to France and back: The Lindsborg Boys During WW1”
presented by Dr. Tom Jorsch, Bethany College History Professor.

« May 8, 2018—"The Orphan Train” presented by Shaley George, Curator of the National
Orphan Train Complex, Concordia KS.

Programs will be held 7:30 pm at:
Bethany Home Activity Room, 321 N. Chestnut, Lindsborg.
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Memberships are renewed in the first quarter of each year
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The Smoky Valley Historical Association

Board of Directors

Chris Abercrombie - President
Tim Stewart - Vice President
Julie-Ann Neywick - Secretary
Lenora Lynam - Treasurer

Elly Ostlind - Program Chair
Marvin Johnson

Chester G. Peterson

Dr. Duane Fredrickson - Emeritus

Interested?

We have two BOD positions open. Emai

l

to info@lindsborghistory.org

Meetings
We have bi-monthly meetings starting
with January and held on the 2nd
Tuesday of the month at Bethany
Home. All meetings are in the Activi-
ties Room. We have five meetings per
year as July is skipped. Program starts
at 7:30 p.m. with topics of local histori-
cal interest. Come join us!

<

Funding
Membership contributions are the
SVHA's major source of on-going fund-
ing. A free-will donation in any amount
will secure your membership in the As-
sociation for the year. Memberships are
renewed in the first quarter of each
year.

Grants, such as those awarded by the
Kansas Humanities Council, are also
available from time-to-time to further
the mission of the SVHA.
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preserve historical data,
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pertaining to the early history and settlement of our community b 4
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& and beautify places of historical interest in our city, its vicinity, ¢

X in general and the City of Lindsborg in particular; to preserve
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and properties entrusted to the association; and to promote the
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S study of history of our settlement and its cultural growth by
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Contact Us
You can e-mail us at:

info@lindsborghistory.org
or mail to:

Smoky Valley Historical
Association, Inc.
PO Box 255
Lindsborg, KS 67456

CORONADO HEIGHTS PARK

Official T-shirt

Adult/Youth sizes limited
or gone - ask for sizes
Available!

Check our Facebook page for
the most up-to-date informa-
tion concerning the Smoky Val-

a ' I{_Ll “like" us on ley Historical
@) facebook

ON-LINE ORDERS:
www.smokyvalleyhistory.org

AVAILABLE LOCALLY AT:
Old Mill Museum

120 E. Mill St.
Lindsborg

Association.

Thank you for your contributions, and supporting the
historical preservation of Lindsborg and the
Smoky Valley of Central Kansas.

Our pioneers left their legacy long after they were gone,
so can you. Managing estates, bequests, and gifts
through retirement plans can help keep our preserva-
tion ongoing and long-lasting.
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