
  

though until the 1907 conference in 

Marquette. Three towns competed for 

the location, Lindsborg, Scandia, and 

Clebourne. Lindsborg was chosen and 

a committee was formed to secure a 

location and draw up articles of incor-

poration. The committee was split in to 

3,2,and1 year terms for continuity.  

The 1907 conference was special 

for a couple reasons, Marquette was 

dedicating a new Lutheran Church, 

replacing the one the ‘05 tornado de-

stroyed, and just as the conference 

was getting underway, Dr. Pihlblad 

received a letter from James Bertram, 

Pvt. Secretary to Andrew Carnegie, 

stating that Bethany College was re-

ceiving $20,000 to build a school li-

brary. 

Almost immediately, the home for 

the aged committee secured 16 lots in 

the Highland Edition of Lindsborg for 

$1,000. J.M. Swanstrom, who sold the 

land, then donated $100 back.  

Another organization that played a 

big role in fundraising and deserves a 

mention was the Ladies Mission Soci-

ety. The very parsonage they origi-

nated and met in would eventually re-

locate to Bethany Home grounds. I 

mention fundraising, as the plan was 

to raise the complete $10,000 to build, 

before ever starting building. 

A State Charter was quickly filed, 

and the official name would be “the 

Old People’s Home”.  
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A Home For the Aged 

S m o k y              V a l l e y  

H i s t o r i c a l  A s s o c i a t i o n  

N e w s l e t t e r  

Bethany+Village, as it is now 

called, has grown into a premier resi-

dential destination. With recent addi-

tions near completion, Sunflower Ter-

race will now offer 42 apartments,  

and along with the 47 cottages and 

100 bed facility, Bethany Home is 

truly a village. 

To know the history of Beth-

any+Village, we have to first talk 

about the Kansas Conference of the 

Swedish Lutheran Church. The Con-

ference covered Kansas, Colorado, 

Missouri, and Texas, owned two col-

leges (one being Bethany College) 

and one orphanage in Mariadahl, KS. 

Mariadahl is one of the earliest Scan-

dinavian settlements in Kansas, hav-

ing settled in 1855. 

It is reported in the 1986 “The 

Bethany Home Story” 75th anniver-

sary book that Oscar Anderson from 

New Gottland wanted to donate 

$1,000 to start an orphanage in 

Lindsborg around 1905. Oscar, (not 

to be confused with the Oscar Ander-

son that co-owned Thorstenberg-

Anderson Clothing in Lindsborg), had 

two adopted children of his own, so 

his heart was in orphanages. At the 

annual conference that year in Fre-

mont, the talk of adding a home for 

the aged came up and Oscar was 

convinced to apply his donation to 

that instead. A home for the aged 

wouldn’t be on the official agenda 



also received $1,000 from this will. This 

helped with continued growth tremendously.  

 The need to expand was always on their 

minds, and in July 1921 a second home was 

furnished for housing, located 303 N. Chest-

nut. The name “Old People’s Home” was also 

up for a change, so at the May 1922 board 

meeting a much lengthier name was adopted, 

“Evangelical Lutheran Bethany Home for the 

Aged”. Soon after “Evangelical Lutheran” was 

dropped. Bids were sought out in 1924 to add 

a third floor with elevator shaft to the original 

building, but it became cost preventative. A 

few years later, 1928, the old Bethany Parson-

age was purchased and moved from the North 

Park to just north of the original building. It 

was placed over a basement and remodeled 

which added ten more rooms, then an en-

closed passageway was built to tie the two 

together. 

As years went on, expansion continued. Add-

ing an “Invalid Section” was first discussed in 

1943. By today’s wording that would mean 

“Special Care Unit”. It was named “Pioneer 

Memorial” for the old settlers, and through 

many blueprint revisions and fundraisers was 

officially dedicated April 18, 1948. 

 Bethany Home had more than a city block 

to work with, plus the new addition at Sun-

flower Terrace, and all is used.   The original 

building and Parsonage were removed in 

1973, ending one era to make room for an-

other. Many new additions turned one Home 

into an entire Village.  
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 A Constitution and By-Laws were adapted in 

1909, which featured 22 questions for prospect-

ing “inmates” to answer and commit to. These 

questions were really a contract between the 

home and applicant, and had to be signed by a 

physician.  

 The following year John Holmberg drew up 

blueprints for the two-story with basement build-

ing. In October of 1910 Ludvig Dahl laid the foun-

dation, and Rev. John Holcomb (Old Main fame) 

erected the building in 1911. Holcomb also 

stayed on for a few years as Vice-President and 

Financial Secretary since he had retired and lived 

in Lindsborg. Malm Bros. painted/stenciled the 

interior and Henry Rosberg did all the furniture 

shopping. 

 Overall, with all lots (many more were added) 

and furnishings, the cost was nearly $15,000, 

and it could accommodate twenty residents 

(called inmates then). By the end of September 

eleven people called it home for the first time. On 

November 20th, 1911 the Old People’s Home 

was officially dedicated. 

  A barn was built across the street to the north 

and livestock were brought in, plus a large gar-

den was planted to supply meals. For many 

years college students, residents, and volunteers 

worked the “farm”.  

 Fundraising was a continued effort, but as 

residents passed on, large estates were some-

times left to the home. One of the first came in 

1913 with a $6,000 bequest, Bethany College 

A Home for the Aged (con’t) 



 

Another Kansas Explorer:  

Etienne Veniard de Bourgmont 
Richard Monson 

 

Historical Performance of Lucy Tayiah Eads 
“Chief Lucy of the KAW Indians”, Pauline Sharp 

 

Some History of the Smoky Valley Roller Mill 
Lorna Nelson 

 

New location: 

Robert and Cathy Ahlstedt “Cracker Box” 

222 S. Coronado Ave. (Burma Rd) 

Lindsborg, KS. 

 

Parking is limited, carpooling is suggested. 

Due to Covid-19, all programs are tentative, please call or follow 

our Facebook page for updates.  

Refreshments will not be served at this time. 

P a g e  3  V o l u m e  5 ,  I s s u e  5                                              

 

May 11th, 2021 

March 9th, 2021 

Jan 12th, 2021 

 

All programs 

start at: 

7:30 pm 

SVHA Programs for 2021 



Contact info:  

e-mail us at:  

info@lindsborghistory.org 

or mail to: 

Smoky Valley Historical        

Association, Inc.  

PO Box 255  

Lindsborg, KS 67456 

Check our Facebook page for 

the most up-to-date informa-

tion concerning the Smoky Val-

ley Historical Association.  
 

Meetings  

We have bi-monthly meetings from 

September thru May and held on the 

2nd Tuesday of the month. There are 

five meetings per academic year (Sept.-

May).  Program starts at 7:30 p.m. with 

topics of local historical interest. Loca-

tion is listed on schedule page 3.  

Come join us!   

 

Funding  

Membership contributions are the 

SVHA's major source of on-going fund-

ing. A free-will donation in any amount 

will secure your membership in the As-

sociation for the year. Memberships are 

renewed in the first quarter of each 

year.   

 Grants, such as those awarded by the 

Kansas Humanities Council, are also 

available from time-to-time to further 

the mission of the SVHA.   

Smoky Valley Historical Mission 

 

The purpose of this association shall be to collect, arrange and 

preserve historical data, books, pamphlets and manuscripts 

pertaining to the early history and settlement of our community 

in general and the City of Lindsborg in particular; to preserve 

and beautify places of historical interest in our city, its vicinity, 

and properties entrusted to the association; and to promote the 

study of history of our settlement and its cultural growth by 

lectures and other available means. 

Smoky Valley Historical Association  

Board of Directors 

Tim Stewart - President, Newsletter  

Robert Ahlstedt - Vice-President 

Julie-Ann Neywick - Secretary 

Lenora Lynam - Treasurer 

Elly Ostlind - Program Chair 

Leland Nelson 

Jim Malm 

Christine Rocco 

Chester G. Peterson –Emeritus 

 

Interested?  

We have one BOD position open. 

 

Thank you for your contributions, and supporting the 

historical preservation of Lindsborg and the          

Smoky Valley of Central Kansas. 

Our pioneers left their legacy long after they were gone, 

so can you.  Managing estates, bequests, and gifts 

through retirement plans can help keep our preserva-

tion ongoing and long-lasting.  

mailto:info@lindsborghistory.org

