
bluffs NW of town, con-

structing a road to the 

top, and plans for col-

lecting data pertaining 

to the history of the 

community and its his-

torical places.  Board 

members were elected 

and a constitution 

drafted.  After purchas-

ing or leasing the land 

in question, work began 

on improvements.  The 

road leading to the 

bluffs were done by men 

from town and the sur-

rounding area.  In May 

1920 there were 200 

people one day and 250 

on another, with 11 

teams of horses and 1 

tractor, making the road 

up the bluff.  All the 

business houses in town 

but two were closed due 

to this.  The foot path to 

the top of Coronado 

Heights was titled 

“Olsson Trail” and the 

d r i v e w a y  n a m e d  

“Swensson Drive”.  A 

total of 25 acres sur-

rounding Coronado 

Heights were purchased.  

A shelter house was 

built, but was replaced 

by the Work Projects 

Administration (WPA) in 

1936 with the current 

rock castle and picnics. 

  Welcome to is-
sue number two of 

Smoky Valley Historical 

Association’s newslet-

ter.  If you are receiv-
ing this in the mail that 

means you are a finan-

cial supporter, as that 

is what our member-
ship is based on.  We 

are grateful for all do-

nations, big or small, 

and hope for continued 
support year after year. 

 For those that 

are reading this and 

feel the preservation of 
history in the Smoky 

Valley is as important 

to you as it is to us, 

please consider becom-
ing a member through 

your donation.  Infor-

mation on how to do so 

is on the back page, or 
go to our website                        
www.smokyvalleyhistory.org   

 In the  previous 

issue the Coronado 

Heights ground break-

ing for renovations and 

repairs had happened.  

Unfortunately one 

more delay came our 

way in the form of 

grant tax credits.  The 

“waiting period” has 

ended and now the 

project can be full 

steam ahead with the 

construction crew.  We 

hope to have pictorial 

updates in the July is-

sue. 

 The first incar-

nation of an historical 

society happened July 

9th, 1919 when citi-

zens of Lindsborg were 

called together by a 

group of men for the 

purpose of improving 

the roadway to the 

K e e p i n g  “ O u r  H i s t o r y ”  C u r r e n t  

Welcome 1 

Coronado Heights 1 

Lindsborg Public 

Schools  
2 

L.P.S. con’t. 3 

Dr. Nettie  3 

Support & Info 4 

  

June 1st, 2016 Volume 1, Issue 2                                         www.smokyvalleyhistory.org 

S m o k y  V a l l e y  
H i s t o r i c a l  A s s o c i a t i o n  

N e w s l e t t e r  

Vår Historia 



After Lindsborg settled in 

its location 1869, A two 

story building was 

erected simply called 

“the ark”.  In it held every 

town function including 

store, church, court 

room, mail, and school.   

Education was vital to 

survival in the new land 

so naturally it became a 

pr ior i t y ear l y on.  

 McPherson Co. 

formed March 1st, 1870, 

and Lindsborg’s Olof 

Olsson was appointed 

School Superintendent. 

The first record of public 

school instruction was in 

1871 when a few chil-

dren gathered upstairs in 

the ark. Mrs. Warner 

taught that first year and 

Mrs. Watson taught 

1872.   Olof Olsson held 

the Superintendent posi-

tion for two years and 

had two teachers em-

ployed, but it was felt he 

was needed more in poli-

tics so Philip Wicker-

sham was appointed  

Superintendent. It is 

noted that the very first 

teacher certificate was 

awarded to Barbara 

Wynn of Lindsborg 

March 30, 1872 by Wick-

ersham.  The method of 

earning these was by a 

test, the better you did 

and the more subjects 

you tested determined 

how long your certificate 

was good for.  Wynn 

tested in six categories  

at 70% which earned a 

six month certificate. 

ture. It quickly became 
too small and was re-
placed in 1880 by a two-
story four room building.  
 The or ig ina l 
structure was sold to the 
synod to start Bethany 
Academy in 1882 for the 
sum of $500, after the 
32’X54’ brick school was 
completed in the fall of 
1880 at a cost of $6,000.  
 E.C. Minton was 
Principal at Lindsborg 
from 1880-1884 and his 
sister, Nettie Curtis (Dr. 

all close together. 
 Mrs. Mattie Mur-
phy, the wife of Dr. Mur-
phy in McPherson, be-
came the next Superin-
tendent, and one of her 
assistant examiners was 
E.C. Minton. E.C. had 
received the highest 
score to date, 90% on a 
full 18 subjects, earning 
him a two year certifi-
cate.   
Lindsborg’s first school 
house was a one-story, 
two room wooden struc-

Curtis’s wife) served 
1885-1888, still at $75 
month.   
 The first diplo-
mas granted in McPher-
son Co. happened in 
1888, with 12 students 
total graduating.  With 
the addition of the west 
wing in 1906 at the 
Lindsborg school, HS 
was added and the first  
graduates were in 1908.  
 Lindsborg built a 
separate High School in 
1912 with bonds of 
$20,000.  It was de- 
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A one year earning for 

the six categories would 

be 80%.  Teacher’s sala-

ries ranged $25-$35 per 

month consistent for 

about 20 years, Princi-

pals could make $75 per 

month, as A.B. Crosby 

did in 1875. Wickersham 

served five years and 

established most of the 

county districts, Olof had 

set the first three, with 

Lindsborg being #3, they 

were based on settle-

ments, which those were 

signed to hold 75 pupils, 
which quickly proved too 
small.  The grade school 
building was added on to  
twice to accommodate 
students and the first at-
tempt for a bigger “new” 
school in 1920 failed by a 
small majority of 38 votes.  
At this time there were 
400 high schools through-
out Kansas, only 60 were 
fully accredited by the 
North Central Association 
of Colleges and High 
Schools.  Lindsborg was  

1st School House 

Separate High School, w/football team 



mentary School on November 11, 
1962, for his years of service edu-
cating multiple generations of 
Lindsborg public school students.  
When the high school moved to 
a new building on western edge 
of town in 1955 this building be-
came the junior high school. It 
was razed in 1962 when grades 
5 through 8 were moved to the 
newly completed Soderstrom 
Elementary. The land where this 
building once stood is now the 
playground for Soderstrom.  
Through consolidations, the 
names have changed from 

Lindsborg HS, to Lindsborg Ru-
ral HS, and to the current name, 
Smoky Valley HS. 

 

her brother’s place.  The 

next four school terms she 

both taught and served as 

Principal.   

 September 1885 

Nettie joined her husband 

and Dr. England on a trip 

to New York City, both 

Dr.s attended Belleview 

Medical College to en-

hance their medical de-

grees, Nettie took classes 

at the Women’s Medical 

College that was nearby.  

Nettie returned to Linds-

borg earlier for school, Dr. 

Curtis didn’t come back 

until Feb 1886 but had 

fully graduated.  Nettie 

traveled back over a few 

years to add classes, and 

in September 1889 at-

tended Bethany College to 

add classes in English 

and Normal (teaching)..  

 Nettie and her 

husband built a large 

house on North Main in 

Lindsborg the spring of 

1888, but she rather en-

joyed traveling so left 

teaching.  February 1891 

Dr. Curtis set out on a tour 

of the west, only to end up 

in Denver.  He liked it and 

set up a practice there, 

while Nettie was still tend-

ing the house and her own 

travels.  September of that 

year she set out to be with 

her husband in Denver. 

 November 1891 

Dr. Curtis died and Nettie 

returned to Kansas, not 

Lindsborg but Pratt Co. 

where her brother E.C. 

became a Judge.  She 

worked as County Clerk 

for two years, but longed 

to go out west.  Nettie  

moved back to Denver 

and met A.J. Hammond, a 

cigar importer.  They mar-

ried 1893 and the follow-

ing year moved to Los 

Angeles, CA.  N e t t i e 

then entered the Univer- 

 Nettie Curtis and 

her brother E.C. Minton 

were both teachers in 

Lindsborg’s formative 

years..   

 Net t ie  Minton 

moved to Lindsborg  in 

July of 1882, initially to 

visit her brother who was 

Principle of Lindsborg’s 

public school.  She was 

18 years old and he con-

vinced her to become a 

teacher, she did and Sep-

tember 1st received her 

certificate.  Lindsborg 

hired her and for two 

years taught lower and 

middle grades. 

 Dr. JB Curtis, who 

had separated from his 

wife some months before, 

caught her attention and 

the two were married No-

vember 28th, 1883.  Net-

tie, who had past her 20th 

birthday by then, was 

hired as Principal, taking 
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one of those.  Something else 

that came about 1921 was the 

“Orack”, the first Lindsborg High 

School annual. 

 LaVerne Soderstrom, or 
Sody as most folks called him, 
was hired as principal of Linds-
borg High School in 1927. In 
1931 he was named superinten-
dent of the Lindsborg school sys-
tem, a position he held until his 
retirement in 1963.  Prior to 
Sody's retirement, Lindsborg's 
new grade school building was 
dedicated as Soderstrom Ele-

sity of California Medi-

cal Dept. and in 1896 

became the only fe-

male graduate, earn-

ing her a Phd. She 

traveled to New York 

for post-graduate 

classes, then was of-

fered a job as Adminis-

trator of the San Fran-

cisco Maternity Hospi-

tal, which she tried for 

six months, but dis-

liked.   Nettie returned 

to LA and set up a pri-

vate practice, then left 

for Europe for almost 

two years, making 

women’s diseases a 

specialty.  After return-

ing to LA, she ran a 

private practice well in 

to the 1940s, while 

also investing in min-

ing and other business 

ventures.  She died a 

twice widow with no 

children, but lived a 

very full life. 



 

mailing address:  

Smoky Valley Historical        

Association, Inc.  

PO Box 255  

Lindsborg, KS 67456  

 

 

 

 

Check our Facebook page for 

the most up-to-date informa-

tion concerning the Smoky 

Valley Historical Associa-

tion, including our public 

m e e t i n g s  s c h e d u l e .  

Meetings  

We have bi-monthly meetings 

(excluding July) held on the 2nd Tues-

day of the month at Bethany Home in 

the Activities Room. Program starts at 

7:30 p.m. with topics of local historical 

interest. Come join us!   

 

Funding  

Membership contributions are the 

SVHA's major source of on-going fund-

ing. A free-will donation in any amount 

will secure your membership in the As-

sociation for the year. Memberships are 

renewed in the first quarter of each 

year.   

 Grants, such as those awarded by the 

Kansas Humanities Council, are also 

available from time-to-time to further 

the mission of the SVHA.   

Contact Us  

You can e-mail us 

at: info@lindsborghistory.org  

 

The Smoky Valley Historical 
Association  

Board of Directors 

Chris Abercrombie, President  

Tim Stewart, Vice-President  

Julie-Ann Neywick, Secretary  

Lenora Lynam, Treasurer  

Elly Ostlind, Program Chair 

Marvin Johnson  

Richard Patrick  

Chester G. Peterson  

Dr. Duane Fredrickson, Emeritus 
 

Smoky Valley Historical Mission 

 

The purpose of this association shall be to collect, 

arrange and preserve historical data, books, pam-

phlets and manuscripts pertaining to the early 

history and settlement of our community in gen-

eral and the City of Lindsborg in particular; to 

preserve and beautify places of historical interest 

in our city and its vicinity; and to promote the 

study of history of our settlement and its cultural 

growth by lectures and other available means. 
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