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A LIFE AT BETHANY COLLEGE

One might think, by the title, that  and was able to acquire large amounts
this is a story about Bethany College. of land upon the war ending, mainly in
I'm afraid that it isn’t, it is about a boy Dickinson County.
from Enterprise, KS that was “hand- Thure’s mother’ Mat”da, was a tal-

picked” by Dr. Carl Swensson to at-  ented pianist, and Thure also became
tend Bethany Academy and just nev-  an accomplished pianist at an early
er left, so to speak. age. While still in grade school Thure
Thure Olof Jaderborg was born was discovered by Bethany College’s
April 28, 1877 near the town of En- President, Dr. Carl A. Swensson, and
terprise, KS, and was baptized at when he turned fifteen year’s old in
Bethlehem Lutheran Church shortly 1892, was enrolled to Bethany Acade-
after. His father, Lars Olof Jaderborg my. Piano wasn’t the only talent Thure
was no stranger to the Smoky Valley, had, he was also gifted with a natural

as he immigrated from Sweden to baritone voice.
America in 1855 and by 1858 had Thure excelled in the Academy, and
reached the Salina/Junction City, KS 5 1895 became a full-time college stu-
zir\eE;L;r; S@eg;iem@t:e@cglg; — @ dent. Back at the farm in Enterprise,
gt = ~*| Thure’s father bought a new piano,
PUBLISHED g @@'f@@%ﬂj{%g&mﬁ@» costing $1,000 in 1896. That is the
BI-MONTHLY @J s cearizizs ;n;tw{mrf fralac Y T (?)\ equivalent of $35,333.00 in today’s
; ﬂu";jm”ﬂ*;#% L e g; money. L.O. Jaderborg was one of

EJ] e . E‘g the wealthiest farmers in Dickinson
County.

While in the academy, Thure’s clas-

9 ses were scholastic. Once in college,

he was able to focus more on music,

adding pipe organ to piano and

- | voice. Each year Thure progressed,

. £|and it was clear he was being

)| groomed to be a music professor, as

)| he was also asked to be a student

[ teacher in voice culture throughout
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Thure was officially offered a teaching job at
the end of 1901 in the growing vocal depart-
ment. Growing as he didn’t replace an instructor,
the position was created for him.

As a Professor, Thure sought out more ad-
vanced vocal training, first in Chicago with
George Hamlin, then years later in New York
with Warren Shaw, George Sweet, and Isadore
Luckstone. These were sabbaticals from Betha-
ny College in order to provide the best service to
the students and music department.

Thure’s contract with the college included
playing recitals and participating during Messiah
week. Many of his recitals

were with Professor Oscar
Lofgren, who played piano
while Thure sang. This
photo shows the two cap-
tured by the well-known
B.G. Grondal.

Thure’s eldest sister,
Julia, married in 1905 and
in the fall of 1908 The Ja-
derborg family moved to
Lindsborg. They com-
menced to have a grand
two-story house built by the Palmquist Bros.
April 1909 C.V. Rosberg & Son reported placing
their largest high-grade furniture order by Prof.
Jaderborg to fill the new home. The house, 705
N. 2nd, is legendary in both size and grandeur.

June 29, 1910 Thure married Helen
Lindstrom under an archway of smilax and dai-
sies, in the back yard of the new Jaderborg
home. Grondal photographed the couple in their
house standing in front of a window on that day.
His younger sister, Lydia, would also use the
house for her wedding a few years later.

__ The couple’s first child,

1 |Thure Jaderborg, Jr. was born
1111913 while in New York for vo-
‘1{cal training. In 1915, Thure was
“l|selected as a soloist for the
{|Messiah. Unfortunately, the

" |next couple of years brought

= |hardship though, 1916 started
off with the passing of his fa-
‘Ither, L.O. Jaderborg. In 1917
he family lost their one-year old
2nd child, Emrick, and in 1918
Thure lost his mother, Matilda.

1918 wasn’t all bad, son Einar was born, and
son Hilding came in 1921. As much as Thure
wanted the three boys to become professional
musicians, all three found other careers. They did,
however sing in the Oratorio Society, and Thure,
jr. sang baritone in the Bethany quartet through
college. Thure, jr. became a postal worker, first
Lindsborg than all the way out to California;
Hilding opened Swedish Crafts; and Einer be-
came an educator in high school, ultimately be-
coming Superintendent. | must point out that
Einer’s wife, Elizabeth, spearheaded the resurrec-
tion and renaming of Lindsborg Historical Society
in 1963 to Smoky Valley Historical Association.

Over the decades, Thure had been given many
accolades. Students of his went on to become
successful performers, music directors, and
teachers. Some of his stu-
dents were even children of
former students.

May 28, 1954, Bethany
College held it’s annual loyalty
dinner, but this one was spe-
cial. Three professors were
" |honored for fifty years service
b |each, Oscar Thorsen, Emil O.
Deere, and Thure Jaderborg
(L-R in photo below). 435 peo-
ple attended and more than $5,000 was raised for
the college. Less than two months later, Thure
became quite ill, and passed away July 17th,
1954 while in the hospital.

Thure’s legacy not only carried on through
generations of family, but through helping build a
validated music program at Bethany College, and
50+ years of students. Thure’s voice rang through
Ling Auditorium and continued in Presser Hall, as
did his piano and organ playing.
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Upcoming SVHA Programs

March 14th, 2023 Henry Lungstrom: Machinist, Inventor, Genius

Steve Borell

e
May 9th, 2023 “Little Poova” Remembers Doc Bill (Dr. William Holwerda)
Betty Holwerda Nelson
e
July 11th, 2023 Politics in the 1800’s

John Burchill

et ;»
All programs Location:

start at: | Messiah Lutheran Church—Fellowship Hall
I 402 N. 1st Street—Lindsborg, KS.

Please cut along the dotted line

Smoky Valley Historical Association
P.O. Box 255
Lindsborg, KS. 67456

Smoky Valley Historical

[|$25 |:|$50 \:Is1m I:I Om $ Assaciation is a non-profit

organization and is regis-

tered under 501(c)3
Name: Date:

All Membership Donations,
Bequests, Trusts, and
City: Legacy Donations are
tax deductable.

Address:

State: Zip Code:

Please mail to P.O. Box
Phone: Email: listed above.

Thank You!

Memberships are renewed in the first quarter of each year



SMOKY VALLEY HISTORICAL ASSOCIATION
BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Tim Stewart - President, Newsletter
Vince Rocco - Vice President
Julie-Ann Neywick - Secretary
Lenora Lynam - Treasurer

Elly Ostlind - Program Chair
Leland Nelson - Property Manager
Christine Rocco

Cathy Ahlstedt

Chester G. Peterson —Emeritus

We currently have one board position open
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Meetings/Programs

Smoky Valley Historical Association hosts
bi-monthly meetings on the odd months,
held on the second Tuesday. Programs
start at 7:30 pm with topics of local his-
torical interest. Location is listed on page
three along with schedule.

Come join us!
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Funding

Membership contributions are the
SVHA's major source of on-going funding.
A free-will donation in any amount will
secure your membership in the Associa-
tion for the year. Memberships are re-
newed in the first quarter of each year.

Grants, such as those awarded by the
Kansas Humanities Council, are also
available from time-to-time to further the
mission of the SVHA.

Smoky Valley Historical Mission
The purpose of this association shall be to collect, ar-

range and preserve historical data, books, pamphlets and
manuscripts pertaining to the early history and settlement
of our community in general and the City of Lindsborg in
particular; to preserve and beautify places of historical
interest in our city, its vicinity, and properties entrusted to
the association, and to promote the study of history of our
settlement and its cultural growth by lectures and other

avalilable means.

Contact info:

TACK SA MYCKET!

emalil us at:

info@lindsborghistory.org
or mail to:
KY VALLEY HISTORICAL A.f.fac/‘;-,

PO BOX 255 o
LINDSBORG, KS 67456
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Check our Facebook page for the most up to
date information concerning the

. i Iﬁ “like” us on
&L facebook

Smoky Valley Historical Association.

Thank you for your contributions, and supporting the
historical preservation of Lindsborg and the
Smoky Valley of Central Kansas.

Our pioneers left their legacy long after they were gone,
so can you. Managing estates, bequests, and gifts
through retirement plans can help keep our preserva-
tion ongoing and long-lasting.

All donations are tax exempt, we are a 501-(c)3 organization
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