Volume 6, Issue 2 www.smokyvalleyhistory.org April 2021

Var Historia

HISTORICAL é%%@@ﬁé@ﬁ@ﬁ
NEWSLETTER

1910 Art "Rnnny" Runbeck and Anton "Boots" Anderson

PUBLISHED
BI-MONTHLY

3rd

most visited
in 2018:
2005, Parks, &

PLAY BALL..BASEBALL IN THE SMOKY VALLEY

America’s favorite pastime, as
baseball has been dubbed since the
1840s, is the one sport that unifies
the masses. It served as a relief dur-
ing the Civil War, both North and
South played ball, and all you needed
was an open patch of land, a make-
shift bat and ball.

The Swedes settling in the Smoky
Valley didn’t have knowledge of this
sport, but they were quick to learn
and very competitive. Lindsborg saw
it's first organized ball club in 1876
with the Alerts, a team made up of
doctors, city officials, and business
men. They played local teams like

lie, aka “Swedish Wonder”, was born
in Jonkoping 1864. His family came to
America and he showed how well
Swedes can play. He played one sea-
son (1885) with the Providence Grays.

There were two types of games
with our local clubs, friendly or match.
Friendly games allowed short-handed
teams to borrow players from the oth-
er team, match games often had a
purse, typically $100 to $150 to the
winner, which was a lot of money in
the 1880s. It wasn’t unusual to have
games scheduled for Thanksgiving
and New Years Day as there wasn’t a

“baseball season”. No picnic or cele-
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baseball games. Lindsborg adopted “Leans vs Fats” Lundgren turned pro with the Salina Millers. The

for this purpose. The May 1909 exhibition game Pittsburg Pirates picked him up
was to fund maintenance of the Bethany Athletic in 1924, then he was drafted by
Field, and was made up of respected business the Boston Red Socks 1925.
men. Lemonade, popcorn, and peanuts were on Through bad coaching decisions
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trucks and a good supply of men. The same
method used in building the first road up Coro-
nado Heights. Lindsborg businesses pulled to-
gether and formed the Lindsborg Baseball Asso-
ciation that fall, selling season passes to fund
equipment for the next year. Many teams

added baseball around 1899 and played Marquette
and Salina HS, and on occasion even Bethany Col-
lege in those early years. Bethany College baseball
was going strong in the early 1900s, but failed to

consistently keep the program going over the years.
The photo below is the 1910 team. Star players like

Art Runbeck, Reginald “Ridge” Runbeck, and Del ~ Switched to Sunday games, which Lindsborg
Lundgren contributed to many enjoyable games
through high school, college, and various city
teams. “Ridge” later coached at Bethany College
and became a Bethany Hall of Famer.

had a city ordinance preventing this kind of Sun-
day activity. Scheduling the season was a prob-
lem, and the association was forced to offer
$1.00 refund to every season pass holder.

The next spring a petition was signed to per-
mit Sunday baseball, there were many signa-
~ tures, including some opposition. The city coun-
cil reported they would stand with the majority,
but the association found land 1/2 mile east of
| the college, just outside city limits. So the new
| Association Baseball Field was built allowing
games any day of the week.

July 1966 the Lindsborg diamond got lit up.
American Legion/Lindsborg Grain team played
Hutchinson Cessna for the first “lighted” game,
The most famous local baseball player was Del to a loss of 7-6. $14,000 in bonds added night
Lundgren, born 1899 in Lindsborg. Like the Run- baseball, but changed the sport forever.
beck brothers, Del was a star player in every sport
offered through Lindsborg High School and Bethany
College. Lundgren and the Runbeck brothers
played in the same Lindsborg clubs 1919-22, when

Today, baseball is played by all ages, boys
and girls. From T-Ball to the majors, baseball will
always be “America’s Favorite Pastime”.
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$210.00 SUBSCRIBED FOR SUMMER BASE BALL BY BUSINESS MEN

@he Lindsborg News.

- s, and THE LINDSBORG RECORD

LINDSBORG, McPHERSON COUNTY, KANSAS, FRIDAY, APRIL 18, 1919.

Upcoming SVHA Program

May 11th, 2021 The Opera Houses of McPherson County
Janet Monson
i All programs Location:
. start at: | Robert and Cathy Ahlstedt “Cracker Box”
5 222 S. Coronado Ave. (Burma Rd)
© 7:30 pm Lindsborg, KS.

Parking is limited, carpooling is suggested.
All programs are tentative, please call or follow our Facebook page
for updates.
Refreshments will not be served at this time.

Please cut along the dotted line §%

Smoky Valley Historical Association
P.O. Box 255
Lindsborg, KS. 67456

|:|$25 |:|$50 I:l“m I:I OﬂH $ Assaciation is a non-profit

organization and is regis-
tered under 501(c)3

Name: Date:

All Membership Donations,

Bequests, Trusts, and
City: Legacy Donations are
tax deductable.

Address:

State: Zip Code:

Please mail to P.O. Box
Phone: Email: listed above.

Thank You!

Memberships are renewed in the first quarter of each year



SMOKY VALLEY HISTORICAL ASSOCIATION
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Tim Stewart - President, Newsletter
Robert Ahlstedt - Vice-President
Julie-Ann Neywick - Secretary
Lenora Lynam - Treasurer

Elly Ostlind - Program Chair
Leland Nelson

Jim Malm

Christine Rocco

Vince Rocco

Chester G. Peterson —Emeritus
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Meetings

We have bi-monthly meetings from Sep-
tember thru May and held on the 2nd
Tuesday of the month. There are five

meetings per academic year (Sept.-May).

Program starts at 7:30 p.m. with topics of
local historical interest. Location is listed
on schedule page 3.

Come join us!
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Funding

Membership contributions are the
SVHA's major source of on-going funding.
A free-will donation in any amount will
secure your membership in the Associa-
tion for the year. Memberships are re-
newed in the first quarter of each year.

Grants, such as those awarded by the
Kansas Humanities Council, are also
available from time-to-time to further the
mission of the SVHA.

The purpose of this association shall be to collect, ar-
range and preserve historical data, books, pamphlets and
manuscripts pertaining to the early history and settlement
of our community in general and the City of Lindsborg in
particular; to preserve and beautify places of historical
interest in our city, its vicinity, and properties entrusted to
the association, and to promote the study of history of our
settlement and its cultural growth by lectures and other

avalilable means.

Contact info:

TACK SA MYCKET!

emalil us at:

info@lindsborghistory.org

or mail to:
VALLEY HISTORICAL ASs0gy,
SMOKY PO BOX 255 47/0”

LINDSBORG, KS 67456

WWW.SMOKYVALLEYHISTORY.ORG

Check our Facebook page for the most up-to
-date information concerning the Smoky
Valley Historical Association.

lﬁ “like” us on

facebook

Thank you for your contributions, and supporting the
historical preservation of Lindsborg and the
Smoky Valley of Central Kansas.

Our pioneers left their legacy long after they were gone,
so can you. Managing estates, bequests, and gifts
through retirement plans can help keep our preserva-
tion ongoing and long-lasting.
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