
  

times of the 1930s saved 
not only the bank, but 
Lindsborg businesses and 
people as well.  Miss Forn-
berg had already proven 
herself many times before 
the Great Depression, one 
example was during World 
War I; where money was 
flowing and credit was 
easy.  Farmers State Bank 
even offered to approve any 
loan over the phone   and 
deposit it right in there ac-
count.  Unfortunately after 
the war ended the govern-
ment’s need for crops and 
surplus ended, so prices 
dropped, leaving farmers 
over-extended and cash 
poor.  In 1925 when the 
bank was being investi-
gated by the examiner, 
bank officers put in $30,000 
of their own money to pro-
tect stock holders.  Late 
1930, two of Lindsborg’s 
banks, Commercial State 
and First National, failed.  
Anticipating a run on the 

only bank 
left, Forn-
berg had a 
better idea.  
She drove to 
McPherson 
to borrow 
money, then 
called Kan-
sas City for 
more.  As 
e x p e c t e d , 
the next   

1000 in 1886, and both 
farming and property 
value was booming.  
Lindsborg already had 
one bank, which started in 
1882.  The Bank of Linds-
borg would later become 
the First National Bank of 
Lindsborg, but would not 
survive through the de-
pression.  A third bank in 
town also didn’t make it.   
 It was this perse-
verance that makes Farm-
ers State Bank stand out 
above the rest.  Two times 
of struggle, 1893 and 
1907 both created a few 
years of depression, but it 
was the crash of 1929 that 
ultimately killed banks 
nationwide.  One remark-
able woman, Ebba Forn-
berg, was hired as book-
keeper in 1906, became a 
director 1915, and Presi-
dent 1923.  She remained 
with the bank until her 
death in 1950.  Her ac-
tions during the troubling 
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 This year marks 
the 130th anniversary of 
the brick two-story struc-
ture that now houses 
Lindsborg City Hall and 
Convention Visitor’s Bu-
reau.  Its first 68 years, 
however, belonged to the 
Farmers State Bank. 
 The bank though, 
goes back one more year, 
to 1886, when stockhold-
ers purchased The Corner 
Drug Store and 50’ lot 
from Eben Carlsson, son 
of Pioneer Pastor Erhland 
Carlsson for $2000.00.  
One of the pioneers of 
Lindsborg, after evaluat-
ing the property, re-
marked, “Oh man, if that 
building could talk what a 
story it could tell”.  The 25’ 
X 30’ wood structure was 
built by Dr. J. B. Curtis in 
1872, making it one of the 
earliest businesses.  Dr. 
Curtis occupied the build-
ing at the time the bank 
bought it, as Physician/
Druggist, but had sold it to 
George Carbaugh in 
1882, while in 1884 Car-
baugh sold it to Carlsson. 
 September 1st, 
1886 five stockholders 
applied for a charter worth 
$30,000 divided in to 300 
shares. It was granted on 
the 4th and Farmers State 
Bank was a reality. Linds-
borg had a population of 



morning depos i to rs 
rushed to pull their 
money out.  Throughout 
the day one local mer-
chant made six trips to 
deposit money, and soon 
others started following 
suit.  By the end of the 
day the bank actually had 
$1800 more in reserve 
than it started with.  Trou-
ble didn’t end there 
though, Miss Fornberg 
put another $10,000 of 
her own money through-
out the 1930s to defray 
losses.  Her response at 
the end of the decade 
summed it up:   

"I've been criticized by 
bankers for being too big-
hearted," she says with a 
defiant lift of her head. 
"But regardless of that I 
know my note case is 
absolutely sound. This 
bank kept Main Street 
open during the darkest 
days of the depression. 
We risked money to do it 
– but I knew these peo-
ple. Of course, the prob-
lem is a different problem 
here from what it 
is in some com-
munities. There 
is a sound, ba-
sic honesty in a 
Swedish com-

munity which is some-
thing strong and funda-
mental that you can tie 
to. We won't lose a thou-
sand dollars of all we 
loaned to Main Street in 
those hard days. And it 
was many times worth it 
to keep the people work-
ing, hopeful, happy and 
achieving." Ebba Forn-
berg from The Kansas 
City Star, July 23, 1939. 

Miss Fornberg stayed 
with the bank until her 
death in 1950.  Under 
Chet Abercrombie’s di-
rection, Farmers State 
Bank hired architects 
from Kansas City to de-
sign a modern bank 
building in 1954, a half 
block to the north.  They 
sold the original building 
to Lindsborg city for 
$9,000, and it still stands 
with city offices in it.  

Farmers State Bank 
ended it’s local stature in 
the early 1990s, and no 
connection to the original 
bank remains today. 

  There is some-
thing about spring that 
brings a smile to almost 
everyone, but here in 
Lindsborg it also brings 
out the best singing 
voices.   

 Just two months 
after forming Bethany 
Academy, Pastor Carl A. 
Swensson and wife, Alma 
brought forty church pa-
rishioners together to 
learn the words of Han-
del’s Messiah.  Almost all 
were from Sweden and 
spoke little to no English.  
This was the start of the 
Bethany Oratorio Society. 
The first performance was 
March 15th, 1881 held in 
the church.  Today, more 
than three hundred local 
citizens, farmers, stu-
dents, teachers, and any-
one that can carry a tune 
joins together for this an-
nual experience.  It re-
mains the longest running 
annual performance of 
the “Messiah” in the 
United States!   

In 1895 Ling Auditorium 
was built and designed to 
hold 4000 people.  It 
might have named after 
Per Henrik Ling (1776-
1839) who pioneered the 
teaching of Physical Edu-
cation, but clearly de-
signed for the Messiah 
performances.  In fact, it 
was built between the 
railroad tracks and col-
lege, so a depot could be 
placed just for these per-
formances.  In the age of 
automobiles, Presser Hall 
was built 1929 to take 
over hosting the Messiah 
and other music or thea-
ter performances.  Unfort-       

  Farmer’s State Bank con’t. 

P a g e  2  V å r  H i s t o r i a  

unately Ling met it’s 
match with lightening 
1946 and burned down.  
A little trivia for you 
now:   

How many Messiah 
Conductors have there 
been since it started?  

Answer - 28 

Which Conductor holds 
the record for longest 
reign?  Answer - Elmer 
Copley with 28 years 

(1960-1988).   

I wish I could keep go-
ing with “28” trivia, but 
nothing else matches. 

 

  It’s “Messiah” Time 



Once again the Program Chair, Elly Ostlind, has put together a spectacular and informative 

schedule this cycle.  We have one left so    

please join us 7:30 pm on the following date at:   

Bethany Home Activity Room, 321 N. Chestnut, Lindsborg.   

Refreshments will be served after the presentations.  Hope you can join us! 

 

 

May 9th, 2017—McPherson History 

                           Presented by Jinny Hall, Head, Adult Services 

                                                  Steve Read, Head Librarian, McPherson Public Library 
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mailing address:  

Smoky Valley Historical        

Association, Inc.  

PO Box 255  

Lindsborg, KS 67456 

Check our Facebook page for 

the most up-to-date informa-

tion concerning the Smoky 

Valley Historical                

Association.  
 

Meetings  

We have bi-monthly meetings 

(excluding July) held on the 2nd Tues-

day of the month at Bethany Home in 

the Activities Room. Program starts at 

7:30 p.m. with topics of local historical 

interest. Come join us!   

 

Funding  

Membership contributions are the 

SVHA's major source of on-going fund-

ing. A free-will donation in any amount 

will secure your membership in the As-

sociation for the year. Memberships are 

renewed in the first quarter of each 

year.   

 Grants, such as those awarded by the 

Kansas Humanities Council, are also 

available from time-to-time to further 

the mission of the SVHA.   

Contact Us  

You can e-mail us 

at: info@lindsborghistory.org  

Smoky Valley Historical Mission 

 

The purpose of this association shall be to collect, arrange and 

preserve historical data, books, pamphlets and manuscripts 

pertaining to the early history and settlement of our community 

in general and the City of Lindsborg in particular; to preserve 

and beautify places of historical interest in our city and its vicin-

ity; and to promote the study of history of our settlement and 

its cultural growth by lectures and other available means. 

The Smoky Valley Historical Association  

Board of Directors 

Chris Abercrombie - President 

Tim Stewart - Vice President 

Julie-Ann Neywick - Secretary 

Lenora Lynam - Treasurer 

Elly Ostlind - Program Chair 

Marvin Johnson 

Chester G. Peterson 

Dr. Duane Fredrickson - Emeritus 

 

Interested?   

We have two BOD positions open. Email 

to info@lindsborghistory.org 

Thank you for your contributions, and supporting the 

historical preservation of Lindsborg and the          

Smoky Valley of central Kansas. 

Our pioneers left their legacy long after they were gone, 

so can you.  Managing estates, bequests, and gifts 

through retirement plans can help keep our preserva-

tion ongoing and long-lasting.  

mailto:info@lindsborghistory.org

