
  

You might have noticed the 
100th logo to the left, it includes 
the only remaining structure from 
the 1920 lodge, the chimney.  
Fernebo Lodge, as it was named, 

was torn down prior to the park be-
ing placed on the WPA list and the 
castle completion in 1936.  The 
foundation for the lodge is now an 
open picnic area.  The park has 
never seen piped water or electric-
ity, but it did get the telephone. 
This list of “new” phones is from 
1920, and you might even see 
some familiar names listed as well.  
By Aug. 
1920, 1580 
people had 
signed the 
Cor.Heights 
guest book, 
1146 from 
out of town. 
167 out of 
state. 
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Welcome to 2019 

S m o k y              V a l l e y  

H i s t o r i c a l  A s s o c i a t i o n  

N e w s l e t t e r  

To many, 2019 is just another 
year, carried over from yet, an-
other year.  But to the Smoky Val-
ley, it is a time of celebration.  
Lindsborg celebrates it’s 150th 
year in existence, along with Beth-
any Lutheran, Salemsborg Lu-
theran, and Freemount Lutheran 
Churches, all 150 years.   

A group of farmers, business-
men, a preacher, and Bethany 
College professors got together 
100 years ago to form the Linds-
borg Historical Society, with the 
mission of preserving Lindsborg’s 
vast 50 year history as well as 
convert a favorite view of the val-
ley into a community picnic  park.   

Though most of the work on 
Coronado Heights took place the 
following spring, the society had 
the fall and winter to plan, and 
plan big they did.  Both walking 
trail and driving road were laid out 
and a club house was to be built 
with a telephone line ran to it.  An 
80 ft. flag pole with 5’X10’  USA 
flag flowing for all to see miles 
away was quickly added.  In a pre-
vious newsletter (3-2 May 2018) A 

detailed story was published about 
the first big celebration after the 
lodge, or club house was com-
pleted.  Just one of many celebra-
tions over the past 100 years.   



 Rev. Carl P. Eklund was a co-founder and 

first President of the Lindsborg Historical Soci-

ety starting 1919.   Though not from Linds-

borg, he was called to the city when the Swed-

ish and English speaking Methodist Churches 

merged September of 1917.  Dr. Eklund, born 

1878 in Sweden, was preaching in Denver 

when the call came.  He accepted within a few 

weeks of the merge, knowing he would get to 

preach in both languages.  The church re-

named to Trinity Methodist Episcopal Church 

at that time, later evolving to it’s current name, 

Trinity United Methodist Church.  

 In 1921 Dr. Eklund sought to build a golf 

course on the bluffs just North of Coronado 

Heights with the help of Jack Shearman, a golf 

course designer.  Though it wasn’t accom-

plished, Lindsborg did get a course eventually, 

on a more “playable” surface.  

 The poem to the right was written by Dr. 

Eklund for the newly named “Coronado 

Heights” late 1919, it impresses me that at 

that time the society had plans to build a pavil-

ion out of native stone, something the WPA 

achieved less than 20 years later.  The 

(temporary) wood structure pictured on page 

one, or Fernebo Lodge, was completed by 

June 1920.  Dr. Eklund served on the board 

several years, taking 

Vice President after 

William Hagstrom took 

over as President.  He 

was an advocate for 

history, parks, and tour-

ism in Lindsborg. 

Dr. Eklund ended his 

days in Salina, after 

moving there a few 

years before his death 

in 1940 from an illness.   
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“Today It’s Yours and Mine” 



 

Once again our Program Chair, Elly Ostlind, has put together a spectacular and informative schedule 

this academic cycle, here are the remaining programs.  

 
  

      March 12, 2019:    Tuttle Creek Dam:  How did it affect Lindsborg area people?   

    Kevin Larson,  Teacher, Pastor  

       

  May 14, 2019:        Broadway RFD – Oldest outdoor theatre in Kansas 

              Eric Lundstrom 

 
President, Tim Stewart -  785/819-4806                 Program Chair, Elly Ostlind  -  785/212-0516. 

 

Programs will be held 7:30 pm at:   

Bethany Home Activity Room, 321 N. Chestnut, Lindsborg.   

Refreshments will be served after the presentations.  Hope you can join us! 
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D. Fredrickson early 1990s— 

Keeping Coronado Heights Clean for Over 40 Years 



Contact info:  

e-mail us at:  

info@lindsborghistory.org 

or mail to: 

Smoky Valley Historical        

Association, Inc.  

PO Box 255  

Lindsborg, KS 67456 

Check our Facebook page for 

the most up-to-date informa-

tion concerning the Smoky Val-

ley Historical Association.  
 

Meetings  

We have bi-monthly meetings from 

September thru May and held on the 

2nd Tuesday of the month at Bethany 

Home. All meetings are in the Activi-

ties Room. There are five meetings per 

academic year (Sept.-May).  Program 

starts at 7:30 p.m. with topics of local 

historical interest. Come join us!   

 

Funding  

Membership contributions are the 

SVHA's major source of on-going fund-

ing. A free-will donation in any amount 

will secure your membership in the As-

sociation for the year. Memberships are 

renewed in the first quarter of each 

year.   

 Grants, such as those awarded by the 

Kansas Humanities Council, are also 

available from time-to-time to further 

the mission of the SVHA.   

Smoky Valley Historical Mission 

 

The purpose of this association shall be to collect, arrange and 

preserve historical data, books, pamphlets and manuscripts 

pertaining to the early history and settlement of our community 

in general and the City of Lindsborg in particular; to preserve 

and beautify places of historical interest in our city, its vicinity, 

and properties entrusted to the association; and to promote the 

study of history of our settlement and its cultural growth by 

lectures and other available means. 

Smoky Valley Historical Association  

Board of Directors 

Tim Stewart - President, Newsletter  

Robert Ahlstedt - Vice-President 

Julie-Ann Neywick - Secretary 

Lenora Lynam - Treasurer 

Elly Ostlind - Program Chair 

Chester G. Peterson 

Matt Stula 

Leland Nelson 

Dr. Duane Fredrickson - Emeritus 

 

Interested?   

We have one BOD position open.  

Thank you for your contributions, and supporting the 

historical preservation of Lindsborg and the          

Smoky Valley of Central Kansas. 

Our pioneers left their legacy long after they were gone, 

so can you.  Managing estates, bequests, and gifts 

through retirement plans can help keep our preserva-

tion ongoing and long-lasting.  

mailto:info@lindsborghistory.org

