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ABERCROMBIES—131 YEARS OF LINDSBORG GROWTH

When Thomas
and Isabella Abercrom-
bie immigrated to the
United States from
Scotland in 1848, little
did they know their chil-
dren, grand children,
and great-grand chil-
dren would contribute
so much to a Swedish
community forming
north-west of their farm.

Alloch Almeron,
or A. A. Abercrombie,
was born March of
1868 in Spencerport,
NY. As an infant, the
family made their way
westward and by 1877
bought a farm north of
Galva, KS. in the east-
ern part of McPherson
County. A.A. found he
loved learning and
books, and completed
all required courses at

home and the local
public school.
In 1886, while

“‘Old Main” was being
constructed at Bethany
College, A.A. enrolled
in the School of Com-
merce, completing it in
1888, followed by en-
roliment in the College
of Liberal Arts. It was
during a Latin recitation
class that he was sum-

mand to President Carl
Swensson’s office. Dr.
Swensson had a keen
way of watching stu-
dents and when a sud-
den vacancy occurred
in the School of Com-
merce for a teacher, he
thought of A.A., who
was a “Summa Cum
Laude” graduate and
possessed the qualities
needed. As a teacher,
A.A. took advantage of
summer breaks and
furthered his studies in
lllinois, quickly becom-
ing Principle of his
School of Commerce.
During his nineteen
years with Bethany Col-
lege, he ultimately
taught management
accounts; Professor of
Commercial Law; Pen-
manship; Rapid Calcu-
lations;  Bookkeeping;
and Business Practice.
Because of his busi-
ness expertise he was
often coaxed to work
with  Lindsborg busi-
nesses and on occa-
sion did briefly. Though
teaching didn’t pay as
well as the commercial
world, no material as-
sets were comparable

to spiritual values. A.A.
married Ellida Ellison of
Marquette, KS. in 1892,
and had four children,
three girls and one boy.
Ellida would become Su-
perintendant of Lindsborg
public schools and Old
People’s Home. Both
A.A. and C.A. (Chet), fa-
ther and son, would play
a role in Farmer's State
Bank of Lindsborg as
well. A.A. served as Di-
rector of the bank from
1908 until his death, he
also organized the Mes-
siah English Lutheran
Church and served on
the Board of deacons.
Alloch also served many
years as city council, city
clerk, and even assistant
Postmaster.

Alloch A. Aber-
crombie passed away
Dec. 10, 1918 of lung
fever at the age of 49
years.

A. A ABERCROMBIE.
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Chester, or C. A.
Abercrombie was sim-
ple known as “Chet” to
the locals. He was
born 1908 in Lindsborg
and practically lived his
entire life at Farmers
State Bank.

At the age of ten
Chet got a job at the
Lindsborg News-
Record for a brief time,
at twelve he was hired
as a janitor of the bank
and within one year
became a remittance
clerk. He continued his
education while work-
ing, fulfilling his re-
quirements for gradua-
tion and like his father,
attended Bethany Col-
lege.

At the age of eight-
een Chet was afflicted
with Polio, and missed
eight months from
work. All this time he
kept a cheerful and op-
timistic attitude, which
carried through his life.
After a miraculous
healing he resumed
work and school, being
promoted to Book-
keeper at the bank in
the early 1930s.

Chet climbed the
ladder over the years,
becoming 2nd assis-
tant cashier in 1934
and being elected to
the Board of Directors

1944. He became
Cashier and Secretary
for the BOD 1946, and
a year later Executive
VP. It was about this
time he also found a
wife, Doris Ann, and
would bring two boys
into the family to add
to Doris’ older daugh-
ter.

April 6th, 1950 bank
President Ebba Forn-
berg passed away,
ending a long chapter
with the bank. She
was most revered for
keeping the bank to-
gether during the great
depression, making it
the only surviving bank
in Lindsborg. Another
President was elected
in though, giving Chet
an opportunity to con-
tinue to prove himself.
By 1954 it was de-
cided to secure prop-
erty on Main St. north
of it's current location
to build a new, modern
bank. The job was
tasked to Chet and he
made it happen by the
next year. The original
bank property was

sold to the city of

Lindsborg and it still
holds it's and CVB of-
fices in it today.
August 1957 Chet
was elected President,
and his wife Doris to

BOD Secretary. Over
the years the bank saw
huge growth, and by
1979 Chet reached the
mandatory retirement
age for directors.

In appreciation for
Chet's 58 years with
the bank, he was hon-
ored with the title of
Director Emeritus on
January 23, 1979. Re-
tirement would not last

long though as he
passed away April
29th, 1980.

Chet was just as
active in the community
as well, serving as city
treasurer many years
and other civic activi-
ties.

Two boys grew up in
the shadow of their fa-
ther, Chet Abercrom-
bie, Chris and Jim
(Biff). Both grew up in
Lindsborg schools,
both were Swedish
Dancers, and both at-
tended Bethany Col-
lege. While both also

left Lindsborg for ca-
reers, Chris came
back and made this
historical association
one of his passions in
life.

Chris  Abercrombie
served as President
of the Smoky Valley
Historical Association
for many years and
because of his back-
ground in broadcast-
ing completed many
video interviews with
Lindsborg’s historians
and people of inter-
est. He was always
fascinated with Coro-
nado Heights and
took the initiative to
get it placed on the
National  Historical
Register, and most
recently securing a
grant from the Kan-
sas Heritage Trust
Fund for improve-
ments to Coronado
Heights. That phase
has been completed,
and we are working
toward financially
supporting  phase
two, which is drain-
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age reconstruction and road repair. Chris Aber-
crombie passed away this past quarter, as with
previous board members and supporters of the
Smoky Valley history, he will be missed.

Work continues on! Both Coronado Heights and .
Hoglund Dugout are visited year-round from locals
and tourists. Both are maintained on a volunteer f :
basis with any costs incurred by SVHA and your

donations. *To the right is Chris Abercrombie and Francisco
Coronado, portrayed by Bethany College alumni Angelo Alessi.

SVHA 2017-2018 Program Schedule

Once again our Program Chair, Elly Ostlind, has put together a spectacular and informative
Sschedule this academic cycle.

o Nov. 14, 2017—"History of the Opat family, Lindsborg” presented by Jason Opat, CEO of
Integrated Media Group

« Jan. 9, 2018—Anna James, her home country of Uzbekistan and the chess connection to
Lindsborg. Anna is the Executive Director of the Anatoly Karpov Chess School in Linds-
borg.

e March 13, 2018—"From Lindsborg to France and back: The Lindsborg Boys During WW1”
presented by Dr. Tom Jorsch, Bethany College History Professor.

« May 8, 2018—"The Orphan Train” presented by Shaley George, Curator of the National
Orphan Train Complex, Concordia KS.

Programs will be held 7:30 pm at:
Bethany Home Activity Room, 321 N. Chestnut, Lindsborg.
Refreshments will be served after the presentations. Hope you can join us!

Please cut along the dotted line —~4

Smoky Valley Historical Association
P.O. Box 255

Lindsborg, KS. 67456 W

Smoky Q;iley Hi;storical

D$25 I:I $50 \:I $1m I:I Othu $ Assaciation is a non-profit

organization and is regis-
tered under 501(c)3

i el

Name: Date:

All Membership Donations,

Bequests, Trusts, and
City: Legacy Donations are
tax deductable.

Address:

State: Zip Code:

Please mail to P.O. Box
Phone; Email: listed above.
Thank You!

Memberships are renewed in the first quarter of each year
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SMOKY VALLEY HISTORICAL ASSOCIATION
BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Tim Stewart - President

Julie-Ann Neywick - Secretary
Lenora Lynam - Treasurer

Elly Ostlind - Program Chair
Marvin Johnson

Chester G. Peterson

Robert Ahlstedt (welcome new Director)
Dr. Duane Fredrickson - Emeritus

Interested?
We have two BOD positions open. Email
to info@lindsborghistory.org

Meetings
We have bi-monthly meetings starting
with January and held on the 2nd
Tuesday of the month at Bethany
Home. All meetings are in the Activi-
ties Room. We have five meetings per
year as July 1s skipped. Program starts
at 7:30 p.m. with topics of local histori-
cal interest. Come join us!

<

Funding

Membership contributions are the
SVHA's major source of on-going fund-
ing. A free-will donation in any amount
will secure your membership in the As-
sociation for the year. Memberships are

renewed in the first quarter of each

year.

Grants, such as those awarded by the
Kansas Humanities Council, are also
available from time-to-time to further

the mission of the SVHA.
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Contact Us
You can e-mail us at:

info@lindsborghistory.org
or mail to:

Smoky Valley Historical
Association, Inc.
PO Box 255
Lindsborg, KS 67456

CORONADO HEIGHTS PARK

Official T-shirt

Adult/Youth sizes limited
or gone - ask for sizes
Available!

Check our Facebook page for
the most up-to-date informa-
tion concerning the Smoky Val-

a ' I{_Ll “like" us on ley Historical
@) facebook

ON-LINE ORDERS:
www.smokyvalleyhistory.org

AVAILABLE LOCALLY AT:
Old Mill Museum

120 E. Mill St.
Lindsborg

Association.

Thank you for your contributions, and supporting the
historical preservation of Lindsborg and the
Smoky Valley of Central Kansas.

Our pioneers left their legacy long after they were gone,
so can you. Managing estates, bequests, and gifts
through retirement plans can help keep our preserva-
tion ongoing and long-lasting.



mailto:info@lindsborghistory.org

