
U.S., only they had a typo and put 

“8,000” instead of 800. That is one way 

to increase popularity nationwide. Chap-

ters of American Wheelmen started 

forming in Salina and McPherson in the 

mid 1880s, and many doctors, teachers, 

and professors were buying a bicycle. I 

must point out that bicycling during this 

time was not just for recreation, but alter-

nate transportation too. Prof. Eugene 

Everest of McPherson rode to 

Lindsborg, Lyons, and even Wichita on 

his high wheel frequently, and even won 

a riding contest in 1886 put on by the 

Kansas Wheelmen in Junction City. 

 Then there is Thomas Stevens from 

Tecumseh, KS. Thomas got the idea to 

ride across the USA from San Francisco 

to Boston,  which was extended to riding 

all around the world. The trip started 

April 1884 and ended January 1887 and 

produced many books detailing his ad-

ventures. A decade later, June 1894, 

Annie “Londonderry” Kopchovsky made 

claim to have been the first woman to 

ride around the world, though that trip 

lasted a little over one year and was 

more of a publicity stunt. Both people 

are worth researching. 

 In Lindsborg, both Dr. J.B. Curtis and 

druggist Eben Carlsson had bicycles in 

1885, but the explosion hadn’t hit yet. 
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 “Walking on wheels” is how bicy-

cling was described in an 1879 

Lindsborg Localist newspaper article. 

Velocipedes, penny-farthing aka high 

wheel, wooden-horse, swiftwalker, 

the bicycle has had many names in 

its origins, but the safety bicycle 

(equal size wheels, chain driven) in-

vented 1885 is what opened the 

floodgates to bicycling for all. 

 During the 1870s and early 

1880s, bicycling was purely designed 

for men, and professional men at 

that. They were expensive, ranging 

from $12 to $150 in 1881. In today’s 

equivalence that would range from 

$370 to $4,611.00. There were also 

an estimated 330 different types of 

bicycles in 1881, and around 800 

patents tied to them. One of the big-

gest contributions to bicycles came 

from America, and that was the rub-

ber tire. England, France, and Ger-

many supplied most of the innova-

tions though.  

 Lindsborg’s first noted (listed in 

the newspaper) bicycle came in 1880 

and it didn’t mention who owned it, 

just the fact that Lindsborg now has 

a bicycle.  

 The League of American Wheel-

men held their first annual confer-

ence 1881 in Boston, it was reported 

that there were 800 bicyclists, or 

wheelmen as they were called. The 

news was picked up by the AP and 

sent to every little newspaper in the 

Annie Londonderry 



 Prof. Everest and two others rode to Lindsborg 

May 13th, 1886 to attend the Bethany Normal In-

stitute commencement exercises. As mentioned 

earlier, riding long distances wasn’t uncommon. 

Elmer Jenkins of Abilene rode to Boston, it took 

three months. John Eberhardt rode the 22 miles 

from Lindsborg to Salina in one hour and fifty 

minutes, setting a new time record for their club. 

 Both Austria and Britain incorporated bicycle 

units in their military between 1886 and 1888. 

France invented a folding bicycle for their infantry 

special unit also in 1886. It wasn’t until the 1890s 

before US military formed a bicycle unit used for 

cross-country troop transport. These wheelmen 

would travel 800 to 1900 miles on their missions, 

the longest was from Montana to St. Louis and 

took 40 days. Though motorized transport re-

placed most military bicycle units, some are still 

active today. 

 The invention of the pneumatic tire was a game 

changer, especially on the safety bicycle. It 

opened up markets for both women and children. 

County fairs had incorporated bicycle races with 

the popularity growing. With new models constant-

ly coming out, that meant used bicycle ads started 

appearing in the newspaper. One 1885 listing 

mentioned the high wheel was ridden “not more 

than 200 miles” and was purchased for $130 but 

would take $90. Still a lot of money for those 

times. 

 Bicycles were a nuisance to some, often scared 

horses or ran into pedestrians as steering was dif-

ficult and the early bicycles didn’t have brakes. 

Lindsborg passed Ordinance No. 224 in 1892, pro-

hibiting bicycles on sidewalks. Six years later this 

ad appeared as a reminder. In 1901 No. 385 

passed which expanded 

fines and limited side-

walk fines to downtown, 

and 1905 passed No. 

474 which added the first 

bicycle tags and lighting 

for night riding. There are 

most likely more ordinances pertaining to bicycles, 

but these three set the standard. 

 Most bicycle sales were by individuals becom-

ing agents for a particular brand, like Prof. Eber-

hardt, who became an agent for Waverly bicycles. 

Elmer Allen had the first shop in Lindsborg in 
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1898. In 1896 two 

young lads named Wil-

lie and Manuell Hag-

strom of West Kentuck 

built a safety bicycle 

out of cultivator wheels, 

they would have a huge 

impact on Lindsborg in 

the coming years. Willie, or William as he grew older, 

was more than a farmer, he was a dreamer that had 

the mechanical skills to make those dreams come to 

life. In 1900 he opened his first bicycle repair shop 

but quickly grew and moved a few times during the 

first year. He 

became an 

agent for 

Schmelzer 

bicycles, 

which featured 

coaster 

brakes that 

same year as 

well.  By 1902 William had convinced his brothers to 

sell the livestock at their farm and join him, changing 

their name to “Hagstrom Bros.” The brothers started 

a bicycle rental too, occasionally having one or two 

get stolen. Theft was a seri-

ous offence, landing Ernest 

Adams in prison for stealing 

a bicycle in Lindsborg.  

 Other stores in town 

started carrying bicycles too 

as the popularity grew in 

Lindsborg. Sears had the 

$8.98 Ladies Edgemere 

bicycle in 1902 and had 

been offering bicycles since their first catalog in 

1894.  

 As the motorized vehicles took over society's 

main transportation, bicycles continued to grow in 

popularity. There is a sense of freedom when riding, 

and learning to ride is something you never forget. 

What once was railroad tracks are now bicycle and 

walking paths in many places. Lindsborg has the 

Välkommen and Meadowlark trails, and if you need a 

bicycle you can rent one through the bike-share pro-

gram using the Movatic smartphone app. Then there 

are the quadricycles at the Hemslojd if you prefer 

four wheels. Whatever the reason need be, get on 

your bikes and ride.       



Location: 

Messiah Lutheran Church—Fellowship Hall 
402 N. 1st Street—Lindsborg, KS. 
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 Sept. 10th, 2024 

July 9th, 2024 

All programs 

start at: 

7:30 pm 

 

Pioneers On The Prairie—A History of Marquette, KS 

Allen Lindsfors 

 

G.N. Malm Stencils 

Brian Freeman 

 

Handel’s Messiah  

Dr. Mark Lucas 

Nov. 12th, 2024 

c1898  

Emma & Clara Nelson 

of McPherson 

Celebrating Fred Briggs Coro-

nado Heights contributions at 

7 pm, please join us! 



Contact info:  

email us at: 

smokyvalleyhistory@gmail.com 

 

or mail to: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Check our Facebook page for the most up to 

date information concerning the  

Smoky Valley Historical Association.  

Smoky Valley Historical Association  

Board of Directors 

Tim Stewart - President, Newsletter 

Vince Rocco - Vice President  

Julie-Ann Neywick - Secretary 

Lenora Lynam - Treasurer 

Elly Ostlind - Program Chair 

Leland Nelson - Property Manager 

Christine Rocco 

Cathy Ahlstedt 

Betty Amos 

 

 

 

Thank you for your contributions, and supporting the 

historical preservation of Lindsborg and the          

Smoky Valley of Central Kansas. 

Our pioneers left their legacy long after they were gone, 

so can you.  Managing estates, bequests, and gifts 

through retirement plans can help keep our preserva-

tion ongoing and long-lasting.  

All donations are tax exempt, we are a 501-(c)3 organization 

Smoky Valley Historical Mission 

 The purpose of this association shall be to collect, ar-

range and preserve historical data, books, pamphlets and 

manuscripts pertaining to the early history and settlement 

of our community in general and the City of Lindsborg in 

particular; to preserve and beautify places of historical 

interest in our city, its vicinity, and properties entrusted to 

the association; and to promote the study of history of our 

settlement and its cultural growth by lectures and other 

available means. 

Meetings/Programs 

  

Smoky Valley Historical Association hosts 

bi-monthly meetings on the odd months, 

held on the second Tuesday, unless other-

wise noted. Programs start at 7:30 pm with 

topics of local historical interest. Location 

is listed on page three along with schedule.  

Come join us!   

 

Funding 

 Membership contributions are the SVHA's 

major source of on-going funding. A free-

will donation in any amount will secure 

your membership in the Association for the 

year. Memberships are renewed first 

quarter of each year.   

 Grants, such as those awarded by the 

Kansas Humanities Council, are also avail-

able from time-to-time to further the mis-

sion of the SVHA.   


