INTERFAITH CLERGY NETWORK – JEWISH LIFECYCLE SERVICES
JEWISH WEDDING CEREMONY RITUAL and LITURGY
I. Processional – Welcome and Invocation 

In the presence of everyone assembled at this beautiful setting, we have gathered here on this day to join _____________________ in marriage. The joining together of two persons into one unique, intimate, and creative unity is a symbol and demonstration of humankind’s ongoing good work in the perfection of our universe. Marriage, as you know, is not a casual event, nor is it simply a private affair between two individuals. It is to be entered into responsibly and even reverently. This union brings together this stellar bride and groom and their loving families, and deserves the support of a wider community. It is now altogether fitting and appropriate that everyone who is present here today, witness and participate in their wedding ceremony. For the ideals, the understanding, and the mutual respect which they bring to their marriage, you have provided _______________________ in the roots of love, friendship, and guidance.

You have honored me with the privilege of officiating at this sacred ceremony that unites you now as husband and wife, and to witness the recitation of your pledges and the giving of your rings. In doing so, you are asking us to join you in expressing to your family and friends the declaration that each of you considers our faith and traditions to be a significant part of your lives. In marriage you have chosen to acknowledge your individual commitments, and to bring them together as one. The contemporary poet L. Nielson describes the wonder of the path before you as follows: 

Today is the beginning of a dream.
A day where two souls are woven together.
Cherish every moment that life offers.
And celebrate every small pleasure. 
Express your love at every chance
And allow it to unfold gracefully.
Show your devotion and dedicate your lives
to the enrichment of each other.
Strive always for honesty and integrity.
Build upon your marriage daily.
And seek to understand each other.
But above all this......
Draw upon the love you feel today
and forever etch it in your hearts.

Today, _______________________, you enter a new dimension of your life together, different from the togetherness you have shared until this moment, and so we begin this sacred ceremony with a blessing: 

[Hebrew verse] Blessed be you who have come here in dedication to all that is loving, good and sacred.

[Hebrew verse] We bless you and welcome you in joy.

[Hebrew verse] May the Source of life sustain you in life.

May all that is noble and true in the universe,

Inspire your lives together and bring peace to all humankind. Amen.
II. Circling of the Bride and Groom (if desired)
It is a very old Jewish custom for the bride and/or groom to circle the other three or even seven times.  Some believe you should circle three times based on a passage from the book of Hosea that repeats the phrase, “I will betroth you to me” three times.  Others believe you should circle seven times, symbolizing the seven times the Bible states “When a man takes a wife”.  According to Jewish mystics, seven is a very powerful number. Circling seven times was also thought to help the bride (Kallah) and groom (Hatan) enter the seven spheres of each other’s souls.  

III. Explanation of the Huppah and Remembrance of Loved Ones

__________________ stand beneath their Huppah, the Hebrew term for a simple shelter, which represents the promise of the home they have created together, a home to which, today, they make a permanent and willful commitment.  Its four sides symbolize the four pillars and timeless values upon which a strong marriage, your marriage, is built: family, friendship, love and mutual respect. It is but a shelter that is open on all sides symbolizes the importance of community and of participation in each other's lives. The Huppah's delicate structure reminds those beneath it, that the only thing real about a home is the people in it, who love and who choose to be together as a family. May your home be filled with the joy of family and friends, a shelter against life’s challenges, a haven of peace, a stronghold of your faith and love.
IV. The loving embrace of your family and friends symbolizes the importance of what is beyond ourselves and the present, in the hearts of those who have encouraged and nurtured us, those who have come before us, and those who are not here to celebrate with us today. And so in a moment of quiet reflection and gratitude, let us be mindful of all whose values and achievements have been a source of inspiration to ____________________, and their respective families throughout their lifetimes. Surrounded by your love, we now hold close to our hearts and remember (recitation of family names if desired). May their memories, ideals and accomplishments always serve as a lifelong blessing.
V. Scripture Readings from the Hebrew Bible (Tanach) and/or alternate selections 
VI. Blessing Over the Wine (first cup) – shared by the Groom and Bride
This cup of wine symbolizes the gratitude that each of you has for the loving care and teaching of parents, the ties of heart and mind and memory that bond brothers and sisters and family across time and distance. 

This cup of wine is also symbolic of the cup of life and two thoughts are suggested.  The first is that wine is a symbol of the sweetness we wish for your life.  There will be times when you drink from other cups, perhaps even bitter ones, but our fervent hope is that more often, life offers opportunities to savor sweetness and joy than the darkness of sorrow. The awareness of the possibility of a life together filled with true meaning is what we bless: the goodness that is life. The second thought behind this symbol is that by your marriage, you are committing to share all that the future may bring.  May you find life’s joys doubly gladdened and its bitterness endurable because you share all with true companionship and fervent love.

The blessing over the wine, known as the Kiddush, is a part of all Jewish celebrations, the Sabbath, and holidays. The word Kiddush means sanctification, and by reciting this blessing and those which follow, we consecrate this bride and groom on their wedding day.
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Blessed are you eternal God, Creator of the fruit of the vine, the timeless symbol of our rejoicing. Amen.

VII. Wedding Vows (Traditional and/or Personal) and the Giving of the Rings
(Officiate) My dear friends, _____________________, you have come together in this place so that your love for each other may be sealed and strengthened in the presence of this community. In this way you will find the spiritual fortitude to keep mutual and lasting faith and to carry out the responsibilities of your marriage. And so in the presence of everyone assembled here today I ask you to state your intentions.

_____________________, have you come here on this day freely and without reservation to give yourselves to each other in marriage? (Response: “We have”) Will you love, honor, and support each other as husband and wife for as long as you both shall live? (Response: “We will”)

Since it is your intention to enter into this marriage, please face each other, join your hands and declare your mutual consent before all gathered here as your witnesses.

These rings in their unbroken wholeness are the visible symbols of your union and unconditional love. They represent the enduring trust and mutual affection that you bring to one another at this moment. As they are fashioned of the finest of earth’s resources, so your love for each other is of the richest of spiritual values. May they forever remind you that your lives are now to be bound together by devotion, caring, and commitment.

Groom repeats these words after officiate, while placing the wedding band on the Bride’s right index finger:
[Hebrew] Ha’ray  At  M’koo’deshet  Lee  B’ta’ba’at  Zo  K’dat  Moshe  V’Yis’rael

_________________, I give you this ring as a symbol of my love for you, and of my promise to honor you, comfort you, and to be faithful to you and the covenant of our marriage, for as long as we both shall live.

Bride repeats these words after officiate, while placing the wedding band on the Groom’s left fourth finger:
[Hebrew] A’nee  L’do’dee  V’do’dee Lee – “I am to my beloved, and my beloved is to me.”
_________________, I give you this ring as a symbol of my love for you, and of my promise to honor you, comfort you, and to be faithful to you and the covenant of our marriage, for as long as we both shall live.

VIII. Reading from the Ketubah
IX. The Seven Wedding Blessings (Jewish Liturgy) – Recited over a second cup of wine (if desired), which is then shared by the Groom and Bride. Selections from these blessings may be combined with the first “Blessing Over the Wine” if preferred. A contemporary English version of these blessings may also be recited by the officiate or other designated individuals.
X. Declaration of Marriage and Closing Benediction
A final blessing (Hebrew and English verses) is now recited for the Bride and Groom

(Text – Numbers 6: 24-26), and then the officiate “affirms and proclaims” that they are now “husband and wife”.

Let us offer this prayer together: Eternal God, we humbly ask You to strengthen ____________________ with patience, kindness, gentleness, and all the gifts of this life you so abundantly impart, that they may adhere to and fulfill the vows they have made on this day. Keep them faithful to each other, and inspire them with such love and joy, that they may build a home of peace and welcome. May their life together embrace and nurture the power of this moment, so that all who know them will call them truly blessed. 

[Hebrew verse] May God bless you and always watch over you.

[Hebrew verse] May God’s brilliance shine upon you, illuminate your lives, and be gracious to you.

[Hebrew verse] May God show you kindness and grant you peace, now and always. Amen
Before Almighty God and in your presence as witnesses, ____________________ have made their sacred vows, and have sealed their pledges with the rings they have both given and received. And as both of you have joined voluntarily in this ceremony, which binds you together in the sanctity of marriage, according to the tenets of our faith and abiding by the laws of the State/Commonwealth of __​​​​​_________, I now affirm and proclaim to all that you are husband and wife. 

XI. Breaking of the Glass
Finally, it is a Jewish custom to end the wedding ceremony with the breaking of a glass. Although it may be rooted in the mist of superstition, the breaking of the glass now has many interpretations - Perhaps the fragility of the glass suggests and reminds us that love, like glass, is fragile, and must be protected. A broken glass cannot be fully mended; likewise, the promises you have made today are irrevocable. And just as this glass is broken into so many shards that it becomes impossible to count them, so too, are our innumerable wishes for a lifetime of good health, prosperity, and happiness together. In a joyous ending to this ceremony, the glass is broken with the implied prayer: “As this glass shatters, so may your marriage remain whole and fulfilling each and every day of your life together.”
Recessional from the Huppah
