INTERFAITH CLERGY NETWORK – JEWISH LIFECYCLE SERVICES
INTERFAITH WEDDING CEREMONY RITUAL and LITURGY
I. Processional, Welcome, and First Blessing of the Bride and Groom 

In the presence of everyone assembled on this most auspicious day at this beautiful setting, we have gathered here on this day to join [Bride and Groom] in marriage. The joining together of two persons into one unique, intimate, and creative unity is a symbol and demonstration of humankind’s ongoing good work in the perfection of our universe. Marriage, as you know, is not a casual event, nor is it simply a private affair between two individuals. It is to be entered into responsibly and even reverently. This union brings together this stellar bride and groom and their loving families and deserves the support of a wider community. It is now altogether fitting and appropriate that everyone who is present here today, witness and fully participate in their wedding ceremony. For the ideals, the understanding, and the mutual respect which they bring to their marriage, you have all provided [Bride and Groom] in the roots of love, friendship, and guidance.

You have honored us with the privilege of officiating at this sacred ceremony that unites you now as husband and wife, and to witness the recitation of your pledges and the giving of your rings. In doing so, you are asking us to join you in expressing to your family and friends the declaration that each of you considers our faith and traditions to be a significant part of your lives. In marriage you have chosen to acknowledge your individual commitments, and to bring them together as one. The contemporary poet L. Nielson describes the wonder of the path before you in this way: 

Today is the beginning of a dream.
A day where two souls are woven together.
Cherish every moment that life offers.
And celebrate every small pleasure. 
Express your love at every chance
And allow it to unfold gracefully.
Show your devotion and dedicate your lives
to the enrichment of each other.
Strive always for honesty and integrity.
Build upon your marriage daily.
And seek to understand each other.
But above all this......
Draw upon the love you feel today
and forever etch it in your hearts.

Today, [Bride and Groom], you enter a new dimension of your life’s journey, different from the togetherness you have shared until this moment, and so we begin this sacred ceremony with a blessing: 


Blessed be you who have come here in dedication to all that is loving, good and sacred.

We bless you and welcome you in joy.

May the Source of life sustain you in life, and may all that is noble and true in the universe,

Inspire your lives together and bring peace to us all.  Amen.
Celebrating your Values (The Chuppah - if present) and Remembrance of Loved Ones: 
From two distinct traditions, which share a common ancestry in both history and faith, you have come together to learn the best of what each has to offer, to acknowledge, appreciate, and even celebrate your different qualities, and to build a firm foundation for establishing their family on the common ground of timeless values upon which a strong marriage – your marriage, is built: the unconditional love of your families and friends, the unwavering support that you provide for each other, and, perhaps most important, mutual respect.
[Bride and Groom], you now stand beneath your Chuppah, the Hebrew term for a simple shelter, which represents the promise of the home they have created together, a home to which, today, they make a permanent and willful commitment. It is but a shelter that is open on all sides symbolizing the importance of community and of your participation in each other's lives. The delicate structure of the Chuppah reminds those beneath it, that the only lasting quality of a home is the people who live within it, whose love is timeless, and who choose to be together as a family. May your home always be filled with friends and family, a shelter against life's challenges, a haven of peace, a stronghold of your faith and love.

The loving embrace of your family and friends symbolizes the importance of what is beyond ourselves and the present, in the hearts of those who have encouraged and nurtured us, those who have come before us, and those who are not here to celebrate with us today. And so in a moment of quiet reflection and gratitude, let us be mindful of all whose values and achievements have been a source of inspiration to [Bride and Groom], and their respective families throughout their lifetimes. Surrounded by your love, we now hold close to our hearts and remember (recitation of family names if desired). May their memories, ideals and accomplishments always serve as a lifelong blessing.
II. Scripture Readings (examples) and/or alternate selections – Homily or Reflection (if desired)
Jewish Biblical Selection: Song of Songs, 2:10-14, 16 / New Testament Selection: 1 Corinthians, 13:1-13

III. Blessing Over the Wine – then shared by the Bride and Groom
The blessing over the wine, known as the Kiddush, is a part of all Jewish celebrations and holidays.  The word Kiddush means sanctification, and by reciting the blessing, we consecrate [Bride and Groom] on their wedding day.
This cup of wine demonstrates the gratitude you both have for the loving care and teaching of parents, the ties of heart and mind and memory that bond brothers and sisters and family across time and distance. 

This cup of wine is also symbolic of the cup of life and two thoughts are suggested.  The first is that wine is a symbol of the sweetness we wish for your life together. There will be times when you may share other cups, perhaps even unpleasant ones, but our fervent hope is that life more often offers opportunities to savor sweetness and joy than the darkness of sorrow. The awareness of the possibility of your life together filled with true meaning is what we celebrate: the goodness that is life. The second thought behind this symbol is that by your marriage, you are committing to experience all that the future may bring.  May you find life’s joys doubly gladdened and its bitterness endurable because you share all with true love and companionship.
[Hebrew text] Blessed are you Eternal One, Source of all creation, who has provided the fruit of the vine, the timeless symbol of our rejoicing. Amen.
IV. Recitation of your Wedding Vows (Traditional and/or Personal) 
(Officiate) My dear friends, [Bride and Groom], you have come together in this place so that your love for each other may be sealed and strengthened in the presence of this community. In this way you will find the spiritual fortitude to keep mutual and lasting faith and to carry out the responsibilities of your marriage. And so in the presence of everyone assembled here today I ask you to state your intentions.

[Bride and Groom], have you come here on this day freely and without reservation to give yourselves to each other in marriage? (Response: “We have”) Will you love, honor, and support each other as husband and wife every day of your lives? (Response: “We will”)

Since it is your intention to enter into marriage, please join your hands and declare your mutual consent before all gathered here as your witnesses.

The Groom repeats these words after officiant:

I, [Groom], take you, [Bride], to be my wife. I promise to be faithful to you, in good times and in sad times, in sickness and in health. I will love you, honor you, and care for you all the days of my life.
[Alternate selection: to learn and to grow with, to confide in, and trust above all others. I promise to be faithful to you and honest with you; I promise to be at your side through all that is to come. But above all, I promise to love and honor you all the days of my life.]

The Bride repeats these words after officiant:

I, [Bride], take you, [Groom], to be my husband. I promise to be faithful to you, in good times and in sad times, in sickness and in health. I will love you, honor you, and care for you all the days of my life.
[Alternate selection: to learn and to grow with, to confide in, and trust above all others. I promise to be faithful to you and honest with you; I promise to be at your side through all that is to come. But above all, I promise to love and honor you all the days of my life.]

(Officiant): You have declared your consent before all gathered here on this day. May your pledges and years together be filled with abundant blessings, lifelong friendship and peace. We pray that what God has allowed us to join must not be divided.
V. Blessing and Giving of the Rings (The wedding bands are given to the clergy)
Bless these rings, that they may be the visible sign of the declarations about to be expressed, that each who gives and each who wears one, may always be reminded of their promises, evermore living and growing in the spirit of Your endless love. Amen.

These rings in their unbroken wholeness are the visible symbols of your union and unconditional love. They represent the enduring trust and affection that you bring to one another at this moment. May they ever remind you that your lives are now to be bound together by devotion, caring, and commitment.
(Bride and Groom may recite this declaration together) 
I give you this ring as a sign of our love, for I love you with all my heart and soul. I give you this ring as a sign of our friendship, for you are my best friend. Let us journey through life together, side by side, hand in hand, for I promise to love you and cherish you from this day forward.
(Individual declarations if preferred) 
[Groom] Receive this ring as a sign of my love and faithfulness to you for all time.

[Bride] Receive this ring as a sign of my love and faithfulness to you for all time.

VI. Nuptial Blessing (Christian Liturgy) – may be included here if desired  

VII. Unity Ceremony - Candle lighting or Pouring of Sand by the Bride, Groom, assisted by their mothers (if desired)
The Bride and Groom may choose to present each of their parents with a long-stemmed rose or other keepsake as a token of their unconditional love and gratitude. 
Unity Candle Ceremony
(The mothers/parents of the bride and groom are invited to light the tapers.)
The two outside tapers, lit by (mothers/parents of the bride and groom), represent [Bride and Groom’s] lives to this very moment. The lights, representing the faith, wisdom and love they have each received from their parents, are distinct, each burning alone. Through your deep love and the illumination of your spirit your paths have come together, and now you will each take a lighted candle, representing your previous separate pathways, and together you will light the Unity candle, symbolizing your willingness to walk life's pathways together as one.

With these candles, we can see how to achieve a beautiful marriage. In your marriage, you will bring these lights closer and closer to each other, until they become (join the flames) one great torch of light, a radiant symbol of love, joy, peace and harmony (hold flames together and light the Unity Candle). This is the mystery of the union of two becoming one.  Yet, it is vitally important to remember that there are always really two (divide the flames) in a marriage, each with his or her own desires, yearnings, dreams and wishes. And these must be respected and responded to with great love, with great compassion and with genuine tenderness.  We know that it is the prayer of your beloved, as it is the prayer of each of us here, that you will continuously light these candles of love, so that there will always be light and joy, peace and harmony in your hearts and in your home.

Unity Sand Ceremony
[Bride and Groom], today you have declared to all assembled here, your intentions to share your life long journey with each other. The permanence of your relationship is symbolized through the pouring together of these two individual containers of sand, each representing all that you have been, all that you are, and all that you will ever be.

Each vessel of sand holds its own beauty, strength, and character. Each may stand on its own and be whole, without the need for anything else. When the two are blended as one, they represent an entirely new and extraordinary loving relationship. Each grain of sand brings to the entire whole, a lasting beauty that forever enriches the union with limitless potential.

(The Bride and Groom now take and combine their individual containers of sand)
These separate hues of sand represent your lives up until this moment, individual and brilliantly unique. As you now combine them together in this larger vessel, your lives are now joined together as one. The life that each of you has experienced until this moment, will hereafter be in separately united, for the two have now become one. Just as these grains of sand can never be replaced into their original containers, so may your marriage inspire you to hold tightly to each other forever.
VIII. The Jewish Wedding Blessings – Recited over a second cup of wine (if desired), which is then shared by the Groom and Bride. Selections from these blessings may be recited together with the Blessing over the Wine (III. above) if preferred. A contemporary English version of these blessings may also be recited by the clergy or designated participants.
IX. Closing Benediction - Both clergy partners will share in a final blessing (Hebrew and English verses) for the Bride and Groom (Text – Numbers 6: 24-26)

Let us offer this prayer together: Source of all life, we humbly ask You to strengthen [Bride and Groom] with patience, kindness, gentleness, and all the gifts of this life you so abundantly impart, that they may adhere to and fulfill the vows they have made on this day. Keep them faithful to each other, and inspire them with such love and joy, that they may build a home of peace and welcome. May their life together embrace and nurture the power of this moment, so that all who know them will call them truly blessed.
[Hebrew verse] May you be blessed and strengthened in your marriage for you have become as one.

 
[Hebrew verse] May eternal brilliance shine upon you, illuminate your lives, and be gracious to you.

 
[Hebrew verse] May you show kindness and compassion to each other and live in peace. 

Declaration of Marriage and First Kiss ( ! 

In the presence of all assembled here as your witnesses, [Bride and Groom] have recited their sacred vows and have sealed their pledges with the rings they have both given and received. And as both of you have joined voluntarily in this ceremony, which binds you together in the sanctity of your marriage, abiding by the tenets of our faith and the laws of the State/Commonwealth of _________, I/WE now affirm and proclaim to all that you are husband and wife. 

X. Breaking of the Glass and Recessional
Finally, it is our custom to end the wedding ceremony with the breaking of a glass. Although it may be rooted in the mist of superstition, the breaking of the glass now has many interpretations - Perhaps the fragility of the glass suggests and reminds us that love, like glass, is fragile, and must be protected. A broken glass cannot be fully mended; likewise, the promises you have made today are irrevocable. And just as this glass is now broken into so many shards that it becomes impossible to count them, so too, are our innumerable wishes for a lifetime of good health, prosperity, success, and happiness together. Mazal Tov and congratulations!
