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Methods of waterproofing a basement on Long Island, N.Y.

Waterproofing a basement is a process that prevents water from entering or damaging the basement walls, 
floors, and foundations. Waterproofing a basement can protect your home from moisture problems, such 
as mold, mildew, rot, pests, and structural damage. Waterproofing a basement can also increase the value 

and usability of your home by creating a dry and comfortable living space.

Depending on the source and level of water intrusion, the condition and type of your basement walls and 
floors, and your budget and preference. Some of the most common methods are:

Interior waterproofing. A method that involves applying a sealant or coating to the inside surface of your 
basement walls and floors. Interior waterproofing can block water vapor and minor leaks from seeping 

through the concrete or masonry. Interior waterproofing can also improve the appearance and durability 
of your basement by preventing stains, cracks, and peeling.

- Pros: Interior waterproofing is a relatively easy and inexpensive method that does not require any
excavation or major alterations to your basement. Interior waterproofing can also be done by yourself or 

with minimal professional help.
- Cons: Interior waterproofing is not effective against major leaks or hydrostatic pressure from the

outside. Interior waterproofing may also trap moisture inside the walls or floors, causing further damage 
or deterioration. Interior waterproofing may also require regular maintenance and 

reapplication to remain effective.
Exterior waterproofing. A method that involves excavating around your basement walls and applying a 

waterproof membrane or coating to the outside surface of your basement walls and foundations. Exterior 
waterproofing can prevent water from penetrating through the walls or foundations by creating a barrier 

between them and the soil. Exterior waterproofing can also divert water away from your basement by 
installing drainage systems, such as gutters, downspouts, french drains, or sump pumps.

- Pros: Exterior waterproofing is a comprehensive and long-lasting method that can address any type of
water intrusion or pressure from the outside. Exterior waterproofing can also protect your basement from 

soil erosion, frost heaving, or tree roots. Exterior waterproofing can also improve the curb appeal and value 
of your home by enhancing the appearance of your foundation.

- Cons: Exterior waterproofing is a complex and costly method that requires extensive excavation and
professional installation. Exterior waterproofing can also disrupt your landscape and cause damage to your 
lawn, plants, or utilities. Exterior waterproofing may also require permits and inspections to comply with 

local codes and regulations.
- Drainage systems. Drainage systems are methods that involve installing pipes, channels, or pumps to
collect and remove excess water from your basement or around your foundation. Drainage systems can 

prevent water from accumulating or pooling in your basement by directing it to a safe location away from 
your home. Drainage systems can also reduce the hydrostatic pressure on your basement walls or floors by 

lowering the water table around your foundation.
- Pros: Drainage systems are effective and versatile methods that can work with any type of basement or

foundation. Drainage systems can also prevent water damage, flooding, or mold growth in your basement 
by keeping it dry and ventilated. Drainage systems can also increase the efficiency and performance of 

other waterproofing methods by reducing the amount of water they have to deal with.
- Cons: Drainage systems are dependent and maintenance-intensive methods that require regular cleaning

and inspection to prevent clogging or malfunctioning. Drainage systems may also require electricity to
operate pumps or backup batteries in case of power outages. Drainage systems may also require 

professional installation and alignment to ensure proper slope and flow.
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