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"Adult freeholders, who settled in Schenectady before 1700, together with a description of their house Jots and other possessions." 
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188 Ilistory of tlte &lte11ectady Patent. 

"ijide of the town of Schenectady, over against thl.l north-west coruor 
"of woorll:11ul of Adam Vrooman, running between the highway that 
"Iea<ls to Niskayuna (Green street)* and the highway that lca<ls to the 
"Aal-pluns (!<'rout street] and westward to the church yarcl or burial 
"]'lace, uciug !Jutted and bounded on the west the burial place or church
" yanl, on t.hc cast the woo<lla11<l of Hendrick Hansen, 011 the south and 
"north thcsaicl two roa<ls or highways [Green and Front streets], containing 
"four 11wrgt·11s more or less." Said \Villiam~ by <leed -dated 7 April, 1700, 
conveyed the abo\'e lnn<l to Arent Van Petten of Sllhenectady, who by deed 
dated .Tau. 20, l 74j conveyed the same to his son Frederic of Normanskill, 
for the ~urn . of .£60 [S l 50lf The above parcel of land lying between Front 
ancl Green streets exten<lcd from the then burying grountl of th<j Dutch 
church easterly nearly to John street and was from time to time divided 
into buil1ling lots and sold by Frederic Van Petten. 

Areut Yau l'cttcn, MyJl(lert Schuyler and Jan Dcllamont 1·eceived a patent 
for 500 acre~ of land on the Nonnanskil Nov. 3, 1714, on whit:l1 his son 
Frederic probably scttlccJ.t 

Conxr:L1s 1\xTox1ssY.x VA:--- S1.YcK. 

Cornelis ,\ntouissen Van Slyck alias Broer Cornelis is said to ha1·e 
marric<l a :Mohawk woman by whom he had several children, three sons, 
J acq11es, ~lartcn and Cornelis, and two daughters Hilletie and Lea (?) 

Bruer Cornclis by reason of his emineut eervices in .bringing abont peace 
all(] r:111soming prisoners in the hands of the Indians, "whie.h well known 
services should of right l>e duly acknowlcdged,"-receh·ed a grant of lands 
at Katskill iu I G46.§ 

Ju 1 G40 he lil'cd near Colroes falls; he died in 167G.I! 

JA CQUES Conx EL!Sf: VAX SLYCK. 

Of the three sons of Broer <Jorneli~, l\Iarten died i11 I Gu2, and Cornclis is 
only once mc11tione1l in the reconls,- in 1()50. 

*(Union street wns nol opened out nt lids lime lieyontl Ferry. The north gnte (nt 
Church and Front), opened nut lo the ferry, nnd lo the An! Plnnls (River Hond), nnd 
Nisknyunn (Green st.) roads which lend through llte pnslure anti wootl lots.-M'JI!.) 

t Dutch Ch~rch Pnpers. 
t Pnlen ts , Hi78. 
\:j O'Cullnglrnu's Hist. N. N , r, 382. 
I Urodhead, llisl. ~. N. r, 806. 
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Adult Freeholders. 189 

Jacques was born in 1640, nt Canajohnric; his In<lian name was hsy
cho~aquachka; he was also sometimes calle<l Jncques Cornclisc Gautsh.* 
He married Grietje, d:rnghter of Harmen J anse H.yckman of Albany and 
had 11ine chilclren living in 1697. He die<l probably about 1600, as his 
widow made an nntenuptial contract 21 · Feb., 160!, being then about to 
marry Aclam Vrooman. His will was marle 8th l\Iay, !GOO.t In 1071, ho 
was one of the two licensed tapsters in the village. 

He seems to have had the regard both of the nati ves and the Dutch and 
to have had considerable influence with both peoples between whom he 
acted as interpreter.! 

At one time he had a house lot in the l'illagc probably on the west corner 
o( \V ashington street and Cucumber Alley, having a front on tl1e former 
street of al1out 160 feet and extencling back to the Binnc kil. The alley on 

. the north side- 16 feet wide wood measure,- was the passage to the Binnc 
kil which was crossed by a scow to his farm on the Great island. 

This lot passed to his son Capt. Harmen Van Slyck; in 1778, it was 
owned by Harman us nnd Samuel sons of the latter, and still later by Jn rnes 
Van Slyck H.yley their nephew, hi~ mother being a daughter of Col. J ncohus 
Van Slyck. 

The first patent for land at Schenectady was made Nov. 12, 16G2, by 
Governor Stuyvesant and confirmed by Governor Nicolls April 13, rna7,
to Sweer Theunissen (Van Velsen) and Jacques Cornelyssen (Van Slyck) 
to each of them rnverally the moiety of "a certain Island,- Marten's 
"island-near Schenectady over against the town, etc., containing (8~] acr~s 
"first takini{ ont 8ix acres or tliree morgens on said island the title to which 
" was vested in said Theunissen, who married the wi<low of Jan Barentse 
""\\Temp to whom and to the said Jacques Cornclise said island was granted 
"Nov. 12, lGG:l."§ 

· * [ GnuW1, pr0nounccd Hotcb (nearly); can it \Jc nn n\Jbrevintion of Ots-toch, bis mother's 
name? "A squnw w11s queen of the isl:iml which lies bnck of Washington street. She 
Is \Jurird on tho i•lnnd, under nn olcl willow tree nt the point towards the \Jriclgc. She 
hnd two ehild ron by n Frenchmnn- Mr. llnrllell. Otstoch wns like her mother, savage 
o.nd wild. She mnrriccl Cornelius Vnn Slyck. Kenutje, the secorid ch ild , was s111all o.nd 
hnndsome, like her fother Ur. lfarttell ; ahe was very white. She mnrriecl R Brntl "
Statm~nt of tradition in hiJ family, by I..aurena R. Vrooman, of Cortland cuunty.- M'M.] 

t Wills, I, 11. 
i Col. Doc. m, 823, 43•, etc. 
§ P"lcnts, 857; l\lso the original patent belonging to, Union College. 

· r:Jr The significance of this extract is that it is one, and possibly the only, source 
for "Harttell" as the name· of the father of the half-breed Indian wife of Comelis 
Van Slyck. $. Jlt. 
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190 History of the Schenectady Pate11t. 

After Va11 Slyck's death, Grictje Vrooman his widow, received a confir· 
111at ory patent April 2, Hl05 for his moiety of ~n icl iblan<l in trust for the use 
of th eir four sons,-llarme11, Cornclie, Marten aud Acne.* This island orig· 
inally helongcd to Marlen Maurits,f Van Slyck's brother, who dying in 
1662, it fell to Jacques by i11he1·itance; hen ce at tirstit was called Marten's 
island, afterwards Yau Slyck's and sometimes Swcer Thennise's and Wemp's· 
island, all of wh om had an interest in the Hame. 

Besides th e hnl f island above mentioned,- Van Slyck also received a grant 
of land 011 the First flat 011 the south side of the l\Iohawk river to the west 
of th e villngc, <lcscribed in the confirmatory patent of Oct. 30, 1684, as 
"oituat<! hctw ec 11 two creeks, 011c l"nlled Stone creek to the eastward, the 
"other lh c l'lul/e creek to the wcstwnrcl ;- the low land lying along the 
"riHr side to the south of the l\fohawk river nn<l on the north of the land 
•• belouging lo the inhabitnntH of Schenectady of which ~aid Jacques is to 
"have forty morg1·ns or ei ghty acres of the . bc~t cleareRt land lying bo
"tween said cree ks, and also forty morgens or r.ighty acres of woodland on 
"t hc wt.,<t ~ idc of the Plillle creek adjoining to his arable land along the 
"river sitlc."1 

The lan1l contirmcd Ly this grant to Jacques Cornelise, is stated to have 
come to him iu rigbt of his mother who wns a lllohawk woman. His sons 
Marten and Cornelia inherited and live<l upon this fnrm which is still in 
posse~Hion an<l occupancy of the family.§ 

C.i.J>T. 11.~mtANUS VAN SLYCI\. 

If arm anus, eldest son of Jacques Cornelis!', niarriccl J a1111etie, daughter 
of ,\darn Vrooman, in 1704; they ha<! twelve children. IJe died in 1733. 
llis military title w11s given liecaus!' of his commanding the company of 
foot in thll villngc. 

By his father's will, fourteen morgens of land on the Firat flat was devised 
to him, :11111 th e Mohnwks gave him 2,000 acres at Canajoharie. This 
conveyance wus m:ule Jan. 12, 171 ~. "in considerntion of y• Jove, goodwill 
"and nffcclinn which we hove and do bear towards our loving cozen and 

• Palcota. 147•. 
t Col. 1t1i;s., x:n:a:, 216. 
I Coun. Min . , v, II, 12. Palonla, · 1200. 
!\ Wiii al Jacquu Cornellse In Court of Appeal's amce, and Deeds, Bee., Stale'• amce, 

Yu. (Bee .Ant•, r1ge 60, Finl Flat, page ?7, Marten1, Van Stycka, Wemp'a Ialand). 

., 
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.Adult JilrcdioUl.ers. l!ll 

'·friend Capt. Harmon Van · Slyck of Schenectady aforesaid, whose grand
" mother was a right l\Iohaugs squaw and hiR father born with us in the 
"above said Kanajoree, ... it being his the said Hannon Van Slykc'M by 
"Right of inheritance from his father." This deed was signed by lloddah, 
Kahekoe, Schcnnktndee* and others of the principal Indians, and witne56ed 
by "Lea Stevens interpreter to ye abo1·e deed. "f 

In a dee<l of partition, dated 15th March, 1771, of Capt. Yau Slyck's 
land, it is recited that Capt. Harme Van Slyck, deceased, obtained 11 patent 
for 2,000 acres of land at "Anthony's Nose" ;-Nicholas Schuyler, deceased, 
surveyed the same 27th Sept., 1723, and divided it iuto sixteen lotA; Nov. 
1, 1731, said Harme Van Slyck made .his will and bequeathed to his three 
sons, Jacobus and Adam Van Slyck, both now [1771) of Sd1cncctady, and 
Harmanus Van Slyck, now of Canajoharie, the hn!C of the above menti oned 
tr:.cl of land , save lots No; 8 of lowland", nnd No. 9 o.f woodland, and five 
morgens of lowland out of the west end of No. 6 of lowland, which he 

bequeathed to his Ron Harmanus. Isaac Vrooman made a new map of this 
property and a new sub-division, and the same was alloted to said J acob11M, 
Aclnm nnd Harmauus by lot ; and the above mentioned deed was given to 

confirm this nllotment.t 

Capt. Van Slyck probably inherited the half of Van Slyck's ieland 
beionging· to his father; in lHB it belonged to hiM son, Capt. Jacobus Van _ 
ffiy~§ . 

Js,uc v J.N v ALKENDURGll. 

Isaac, son of J ochem Van V alkcnburgh, of Albany, married Ly di .. , 
daughter of Jacques Cornelise Van Slyck, in l 705, and settled in Schrnco· 
tady. · 

His house lot, on tho south sido of Union street, was the lot now occupied 
by the Court House, and was bought of Carel Hansen Toll, for £53[*132'°). 
The conveyance made Sept. 6, 1712, he being then in possc~sion, 

"[h this only a coincidence ?-l!l'M.) 
t IT. Yates' Paper .. 
l II. Ya1e1' Papen. 
!\See Jan Womplo's will; Wills, II, 4. 
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Jacques Cornelise Van Slyck Extracts 
This is critical source material! (Partial listing) 

Adult :Freehol.ders. i89 

Jacques was born in 1640, at Canajoharie; his Indian name was Itsy
ehosaquachka ; he was also sometimes called Jacques Cornelise Gautsh. * 
He married Grietje, daughter of Harmen Janse Ryckman of Albany and 
had nine children living in 1697. He died probably about 1690, as his 
widow made an antenuptial contract _21 Feb., 169!, being then about to 
marry Adam Vrooman. His will was marle 8th May, 1690.f In 1671, he 
was one of the two licensed tapsters in the village. 

He seems to have had the regard both of the natives and the Dutch and 
to have had considerable infl.nence with both peoples between whom be 
acted as interpreter.! 

At one time he bad a house lot in the village probably on the west corner 
. of Washington street and Cucumber Alley, having a front on the former 
street of about 166 feet and extending back to the Biune kil. The alley on 
the north side- 16 feet wide wood measure,- was the passage to the Binne 
kil which was crossed by a scow to his farm on the Great island. 

This lot passed to his son Capt. Harmen Van Slyck ; in 1 7'78, it was 
owned by Harmanus and Samuel sons of the latter, and still later by James 
Van Slyck Ryley their nephew, his mother being a daughter of Col. Jacobus 
Van Slyck. 

~he first patent for land at Schenectady was made Nov. 12, 1662, by 
Governor Stuyvesant and confirmed by Governor Nicolls April 13, 166'7,
to Sweer Theunissen [Van Velsen] and Jacques Cornelyssen [Van Slyck] 
to each of them severally the moiety of "a certain Island,- Marten's 
''island-near Schenectady over against the town, etc., containing [8~] acres 
" :first taking ont six acres or three morgens on said island the title to which 
" was vested in said Theunissen, who married the widow of Jan Barentse 
" W emp to whom and to the said Jacques Cornelise said island was granted 
"Nov. 12, 16_62."§ 

r:Jfr * [Ga~ pronounced Hotcn (nearly); can it be.an abbreviation of Ots-toch, his mother's 
name? " A squaw was queen of the island which lies back of Washington street. She 
is buried on the i.ciland, under an old willow tree at the point towards the bridge. She 
had two children by a French~n- ~- Harttell. Otstoch was like her mother, savage 
and wild. She married Cornelius Van Slyck. Kenutje, the second child. was small and 
handsom~ like her flither Mr. Harttell ; $he was very white. She married a -Bratt." -
Bt,oJ,ement of tradition in his family, by Laurence R. Vrooman, of (kntland t:ou:n.tg.- M' M.] 

t Wills, 1, 11. 
t Col. Doc. III, 8'>...3, 431, etc. 
§ Paten1ill, 857 ; also the original patent belonging to Union College. 

r:Jfr It is unlikely that Jacques' mother ever removed from the Canajohorie castle. 
The significance of this extract is that it is one, and possibly the only, source for 

"Harttell" ..as the name of the father of the half-breed Indian wife of Cornelis Vari Slyck. 
The reference to Kenutje's marriage to a Bradt is suspect. · C. ult. 

2-19 



2-20 

ORIGINAL SCHENECTADY LAND ASSIGNMENTS 
from Rev. J. H. Munsell 's History of Schenectady County, 1662-1885 

For descriptions of all of Jacques Cornelise Van Slyke' s additional land assignments 
plus those of the other original recipients in the Schenectady area see: 

"Division of Lands," pages 10-15. 
(See BRADT Vol. 1, pp. 50-55.) 




