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Kim Brandon-Watson • Art-A-Fair, Laguna Beach

BASE PALETTE — warm-up exercises

  Ultramarine Blue   Burnt Umber   Titanium White

EXPANDED PALETTE — main painting

  Ultramarine Blue   Burnt Umber   Titanium White   Cadmium Yellow   Cadmium Red   Viridian Green

MIXING FORMULAS

What you need Formula Result

Cool shadow neutral
Dark areas, cool shadows

Ultramarine Blue (2 pts) + Burnt Umber (1 pt) Darken or

lighten with White   Deep blue-gray

Warm shadow neutral
Sand shadows, warm darks

Burnt Umber (2 pts) + Ultramarine Blue (1 pt) Touch of

White to soften   Warm brown-gray

California sky — deep
Upper sky, strong blue

Ultramarine Blue (1 pt) + White (3–4 pts) More white =

lighter, hazier sky   Mid sky blue

California sky — horizon
Where sky meets water

Sky blue mix + more White + tiny touch Cadmium Yellow   Pale warm blue

Ocean / coastal water
Deep coastal water

Ultramarine Blue (2 pts) + Viridian Green (1 pt) + White

to value   Teal-blue

Beach sand — sunlit
Foreground, light areas

White (3 pts) + Cadmium Yellow (1 pt) + tiny Burnt

Umber   Warm cream

Beach sand — shadow
Sand in shade, cool spots

Sand light mix + more Burnt Umber + touch Ultramarine

Blue   Medium warm tan

Coastal vegetation
Bluffs, scrub, grasses

Viridian Green (1 pt) + Cadmium Yellow (1 pt) + Burnt

Umber to mute   Muted olive green

White foam / surf
Wave edges, sea foam

White (dominant) + tiny Ultramarine Blue + whisper

Cadmium Yellow   Cool off-white

Warm skin — sunlit figure
Figures in California sun

White (2 pts) + Cad Red (1 pt) + Cad Yellow (1 pt) + tiny

Burnt Umber   
Sun-warmed
peach

The golden rule: Mix decisively — commit to your color and apply it. Don’t go back to the palette three times chasing the

“perfect” mix. A confident wrong color beats a timid right one. If it’s wrong, paint over it.


