English Learning Outcomes Among Children Based on NEP 2020

National Education Policy (NEP) 2020 of India brings a significant shift in how languages,
including English, are taught and assessed. While the policy strongly advocates for using the
mother tongue or regional language as the medium of instruction until at least Grade 5, it also
recognizes the global importance of English. Under the NEP and the subsequent National
Curriculum Framework (NCF), the learning outcomes for English shift from rote memorization
of grammar rules to functional, communicative, and real-world language proficiency.

1. The Core Approach: Competency-Based Learning (LSRW)

The NEP emphasizes the holistic development of the four foundational language skills:
Listening, Speaking, Reading, and Writing (LSRW).

Listening: Children should be able to comprehend spoken English in various contexts, from
casual conversations to academic lectures, and understand tone and nuance.

Speaking: The focus is on fluency, pronunciation, and the confidence to express ideas, debate,
and hold conversations, rather than just reciting textbook answers.

Reading: Moving beyond basic decoding, the outcome is "reading to learn." Children should
develop reading comprehension, critical analysis, and the habit of reading English literature and
informative texts independently.

Writing: Shift from copying essays to creative and structured writing. Outcomes include writing
emails, reports, stories, and analytical essays with coherent thoughts and proper syntax.

2. Stage-wise English Learning Outcomes

The NEP divides school education into a 5+3+3+4 structure, and the English learning outcomes
evolve at each stage:

A. Foundational Stage (Ages 3-8 | Preschool to Grade 2)

At this stage, the primary medium of instruction is usually the mother tongue, but English is
introduced gently as a second or third language.

Key Outcomes:

Recognizing English alphabet and phonetic sounds.

Understanding simple, everyday English words (colors, animals, relationships).
Responding to basic English instructions (e.g., "Come here," "Sit down").
Singing English rhymes and participating in simple role-plays.

B. Preparatory Stage (Ages 8—11 | Grades 3 to 5)

English takes on a more structured form here, focusing on Foundational Literacy and Numeracy
(FLN).

Key Outcomes:
Reading simple English stories and text with comprehension.
Writing short, simple sentences and expressing basic thoughts on paper.

Building a functional vocabulary for everyday use.



Participating in guided conversations in English.
C. Middle Stage (Ages 11-14 | Grades 6 to 8)

Under the Three-Language Formula, English is usually solidified as a strong second or third
language here.

Key Outcomes:

Reading across different genres (fiction, non-fiction, poetry) in English.
Understanding basic grammatical structures intuitively rather than through rote rules.
Writing structured paragraphs, informal letters, and short essays.

Engaging in discussions, asking questions, and expressing opinions in English.

D. Secondary Stage (Ages 14-18 | Grades 9 to 12)

At this stage, English is treated as a language of global communication, higher education, and
employability.

Key Outcomes:

Advanced Comprehension: Analyzing complex literary texts, news articles, and academic
journals.

Critical Thinking: Evaluating arguments, identifying biases, and debating in English.

Academic & Professional Writing: Drafting formal letters, resumes, research reports, and
creative literature.

Bilingual Proficiency: The ability to seamlessly translate thoughts between English and their
native language without losing context.

3. Detailed Learning Outcomes Table

Stage Age Group Grade Primary Learning
Outcomes

Foundational 3-8 years Preschool-2 Letter recognition,
phonetics, basic
vocabulary,
understanding simple
instructions

Preparatory 8-11 years 3-5 Simple reading
comprehension,
sentence  formation,
vocabulary building,
guided conversations




Middle 11-14 years 6-8 Multi-genre reading,
intuitive grammar,
structured writing,
opinion expression

Secondary 14-18 years 9-12 Advanced
comprehension,
critical analysis,
academic writing,

bilingual proficiency

4. Key Shifts in Pedagogy and Assessment

To achieve these outcomes, the NEP mandates a change in how English is taught:

Experiential Learning: English is taught through interactive activities like theatre, storytelling,

debates, and group projects rather than strictly from textbooks.

Formative Assessment: Exams no longer just test spelling and textbook questions. Assessments
gauge a child's real-time ability to communicate, comprehend unseen passages, and write

creatively.

Multilingualism as a Resource: Teachers are encouraged to use the child's native language to
explain complex English concepts (translanguaging), ensuring that the child actually
understands the concept rather than just memorizing the English translation.

5. Competency Dimensions Under NEP

The NEP framework emphasizes that English learning should develop the following
competencies in children:

Competency Area Description

Communication Ability to express ideas clearly, both verbally
and in writing, in various contexts

Comprehension Understanding spoken and written English

across different topics and text types




Critical Thinking Analyzing information, evaluating arguments,
and forming informed opinions

Cultural Awareness Understanding cultural nuances in English
language and literature across different
regions

Creativity Expressing ideas innovatively through
storytelling, writing, and collaborative
projects

Digital Literacy Using  English  effectively for online

communication and digital resources

6. Role of Mother Tongue in English Learning

A distinctive feature of NEP is the recognition of multilingualism as an asset. Rather than
viewing the mother tongue as an obstacle, the policy promotes translanguaging—strategically
using the mother tongue to scaffold English learning. This approach ensures:

Better conceptual understanding (explaining English concepts in mother tongue first)
Reduced cognitive load for young learners
Stronger connection to cultural identity

More confident transition to higher levels of English proficiency
7. Assessment Strategies Under NEP

The NEP emphasizes a shift from traditional summative assessments to a balanced approach:

Formative Assessment: Continuous evaluation through classroom interactions, group
discussions, and project work.

Portfolio Assessment: Collecting samples of student work over time to showcase progress.

Performance-Based Assessment: Evaluating students' ability to use English in real-world
scenarios (presentations, debates, creative writing).

Peer and Self-Assessment: Encouraging students to reflect on their own learning and provide
feedback to peers.



8. Integration of English with Other Subjects

NEP promotes an integrated approach where English is not taught in isolation but is woven into
other subjects:

Science: Reading scientific articles, writing experimental reports, and presenting findings in
English.

Social Studies: Analyzing historical texts, writing essays on social issues, and debating
contemporary topics.

Mathematics: Understanding word problems and explaining mathematical concepts in English.

Arts & Physical Education: Describing movements, writing reviews, and presenting
performances with English commentary.

9. Teacher's Role in Facilitating English Learning

Under NEP, teachers are expected to:

Create an English-rich environment with visual aids, books, and resources.
Use student-centered pedagogy rather than teacher-centered approaches.
Facilitate peer learning and collaboration through group activities.
Provide regular, constructive feedback rather than just grades.

Engage in continuous professional development to stay updated on language teaching
methodologies.

Model fluent, confident English usage in daily classroom interactions.

10. Challenges and Considerations

While NEP's vision is progressive, implementation faces several challenges:

Teacher Preparedness: Many teachers lack training in communicative language teaching.

Resource Constraints: Not all schools have adequate English learning materials and digital
resources.

Socioeconomic Disparities: Rural and economically disadvantaged areas may have limited
exposure to English outside school.

Transition to English Medium: Sudden shifts from mother tongue to English can disadvantage
learners initially.

Assessment Uniformity: Creating standardized yet flexible assessment systems remains
challenging.

11. Expected Outcomes at School Completion

By the end of secondary education (Grade 12), students should emerge as individuals who:
Can communicate confidently in English across academic, professional, and social contexts.
Possess strong reading habits and can analyze complex texts critically.

Can write coherently and persuasively for various purposes and audiences.



Understand and appreciate English literature, both Indian and global.

Are equipped to pursue higher education and professional opportunities in English-medium
environments.

Maintain a strong connection to their own language and culture while embracing global
perspectives.

Can leverage English as a tool for lifelong learning and personal development.
Conclusion

The National Education Policy 2020's approach to English learning outcomes is holistic,
competency-driven, and culturally sensitive. Rather than creating rote learners who can
memorize grammar rules, NEP aims to develop functionally bilingual or multilingual individuals
who can use English as a tool for communication, critical thinking, and global engagement while
remaining rooted in their own linguistic and cultural identity.

The success of these outcomes depends on the collaborative effort of policymakers, educators,
parents, and learners to move away from traditional, exam-focused learning toward a more
meaningful, experiential, and empowering approach to English language education.



