St. Paul’s Lutheran Church
Lutheran Church — Missouri Synod
17200 East 39th Street, Independence, Mo. 64055
Becky Reynolds Church Secretary
(Becky is in the office Monday-Friday 1-4 p.m.)
Email: secretaryl72stpl@comcast.net
Church Number: 816-373-5290

July 5, 2026
Sixth Sunday after Pentecost

You search the Scriptures because you think that in them you have eternal life; and it is
they that bear witness about me. John 5:39

Sunday, June 21°; Church Attendance: 24 For all spiritual needs please call an elder.
Contributions: General Fund 6/28:$ 557.00 Aaron Kirchhoff 816-799-6144
Money Market Interest 7/1: S 41.45 Cory Brown 816-510-9975
General Fund 7/1: $  350.00 Dan Martin 816-529-2283

Total: S 948.45

IO I IC I I I I I I I I I I I

Happening this Week...
Sunday, July 5th, Worship Service 9 a.m.

Birthdays: 11-Cathy McGuire. No Wedding Anniversaries.
If anyone has been missed let the office know.

In our prayers: Lillian Weinreich; Dan Martin; Horst Jeske;

Missionary: Rev. Eric Stinnett and family--missionary work in Ethiopia

Those in Uniform: Sgt. Keighnan Forcum; Sgt. 1°** Class Bradley Herrin, Staff Sgt. John
Bodenhamer, Major Austin Gouldsmith, Grady Whiteman, Major Andrew Rossow

Those who have cancer.
Our Shut-ins: Linda Loges; Norman Morton, Lillian & Larry Weinreich

Please call the church office with prayer requests at 816-373-5290. Please leave a message if
the phone is not answered.
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Final service will be August 16”‘, 2026. 9 a.m. service, 11:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m. meal,
1 p.m. closing service.

Contribution statements for the period Jan 1, 2026 THRU Jun 30, 2026, are in your Church
Mailbox.



The “Butterfly Effect” of God’s Mercy
Jesus said: “Be merciful, even as your Father is merciful ... Forgive, and you will be forgiven”
(Luke 6:36—37, ESV).

The term “butterfly effect” is associated with mathematician and meteorologist Edward
Lorenz. He had studied tornadoes—when they form, what paths they take, and so on ...
and entered the data into a computer model. He wanted to predict when tornadoes would
hit. When he rounded certain figures of computer data in a seemingly inconsequential
manner, the updated weather model would fail to reproduce the tornado. In 1972, Lorenz
wrote a paper that asked: “Does the flap of a butterfly’s wings in Brazil set off a tornado in
Texas?” His point was that small events can indeed have a rippling effect.

We can certainly see the “butterfly effect” in the history of God’s salvation. Natural
disasters such as tornadoes, hurricanes, and earthquakes remind us that “the creation was
subjected to futility” and “the whole creation has been groaning together in the pains of
childbirth until now” (Rom. 8:20, 22, ESV). What led to creation’s dreadful cosmic labor
pains? A single bite of a single piece of fruit in the Garden of Eden! The “butterfly effect” of
Adam defiantly eating a piece of forbidden fruit led to all the rippling chaos of sin and
death that we endure.

A different and better “butterfly effect” has come to the rescue. The single act of God’s
mercy in His Son Jesus changes dysfunctional lives and initiates the restoration of all
creation. Because of our sin, our chaos, and our dysfunction, Jesus “was pierced for our
transgressions; he was crushed for our iniquities; upon him was the chastisement that
brought us peace, and with his wounds we are healed” (Is. 53:5, ESV). As He prayed when
He hung pierced and wounded on that cross: “Father, forgive them for they know not what
they do” (Luke 23:34, ESV). Our Lord’s forgiveness is the “butterfly effect” that changes
everything for us.

Since God has had mercy on us and has forgiven our sin, we get to take up the “butterfly
effect” of being merciful as our Father is merciful. Our little acts and words of showing
mercy can and do have ripple effects for those around us. Because God in Christ has
forgiven us, we also get to “Be kind to one another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another,
as God in Christ forgave [us]” (Eph. 4:32, ESV). Ponder what a “butterfly effect” that is in
your family, in the church, where you work, where you go to school, and where you play.

Prayer:
“O God of mercy, God of might, In love and pity infinite, Teach us, as ever in Thy sight, To
live our lives in Thee.” (LSB 852:1)

In Christ’s service,
Rev. Randy K. Asburry
Second Vice President
Missouri District



