Hi everyone. | can’t wait until our Dirty Santa. Don’tforget about the CABA Christmas party on 13
December. So bring a side dish and a bee themed present for the Dirty Santa. Some of the gifts
get very elaborate. Alsoin February and March our Beekeepers 101 classes are being

held. Please let your friends know about this, or feel free to brush up yourselves. There s a flyer
in this newsletter that you can print and share. Speaking of getting the word out, If you provide
swarm removal please send an email to Ben VanDortrecht. Don’t forget about your girls,
remember to check your hives way less and make it fast so they don’t loose the head.

Bee Blessed,
Allyson

No Bees, No Food

Without bees, our Thanksgiving
tables would look a lot different.

ENVIRONMENT
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Mann Lake Completes Management Buyout with Support of Grey

Mountain Partners and Acquires Kelley Beekeeping

HACKENSACK, Minn.--(BUSINESS WIRE)--Mann Lake Ltd. (“Mann Lake"”) has completed a management
buyout with the support of Grey Mountain Partners (“Grey Mountain”). Mann Lake is the largest
supplier of beekeeping products to commercial and hobbyist beekeepers throughout the United
States.

Stuart Volby, who was promoted to CEO of Mann Lake in connection with the buyout, said, “We are
excited to partner with Grey Mountain in the next stage of our growth. Grey Mountain shares our
excitement for the beekeeping industry. We look forward to their support as we execute on an array
of growth opportunities in our core beekeeping market and beyond.”

Shortly after completing the management buyout, Mann Lake acquired Kelley Beekeeping (“Kelley”),
based in Clarkson, KY, from Frandsen Corporation. As part of the Kelley acquisition, Mann Lake is
partnering with Frandsen-owned Miller Manufacturing to offer beekeeping supplies into their
distribution chain.

Stuart Volby commented, “We are thrilled to continue and expand upon Kelley's legacy of providing
high-quality products for beekeepers since 1924.”

Rob Dellinger, Affiliate Manager at Grey Mountain, said, “Mann Lake has established itself as the
leading supplier of beekeeping products in the U.S. with a relentless focus on quality and customer
service. We believe that Grey Mountain’s growth capital and operational support will allow the
Company to better serve both new and existing customers while rapidly expanding into adjacent
markets.”

About Mann Lake

Mann Lake, based in Hackensack, MN, is the market leader in the beekeeping supply market selling
wood products, plastic products, feeds, tools, medications, and apparel, among many other products,
throughout the U.S. Since 1983, the Company has partnered with beekeepers to develop innovative
products that protect and support bee populations. In addition to Hackensack, MN, the Company has
facilities in Woodland, CA, Marshall, TX, and Wilkes-Barre, PA. Mann Lake also owns and operates D&l
Pure Sweeteners, a leading processor and distributor of sugar.

For more information about Mann Lake, please visit www.mannlakeltd.com.

About Kelley Beekeeping

Kelley Beekeeping, based in Clarkson, KY, has been making high-quality products for beekeepers since
1924. Building upon the legacy of Walter T. Kelley, the founder of Kelley Beekeeping and an innovator
in the industry, the Company built a new facility and retail store in Clarkson in late 2016.

For more information about Kelley Beekeeping, please visit www.kelleybees.com.

About Grey Mountain Partners

Grey Mountain Partners is a Boulder, Colorado-based private equity firm that focuses on partnering
with management to create lasting value through operational improvements and strategic growth
initiatives. Since 2003 Grey Mountain has focused on the small end of the middle-market, investing in
more than 40 companies across a wide range of industries. The firm is currently investing its $425
million Fund Ill and is actively pursuing new investment opportunities. For additional details on the
transaction, to discuss new investment opportunities or to learn about Grey Mountain's Executive
Sponsorship Program, contact Ben Ault in Minneapolis or Dan Allen in Pittsburgh.
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g} Ask Your Bee Questions

u Questhn :Kathy, | heard something about varroain hives and how do |

N
\ know if | have varroa?
' d

_J thy: Varroa mites are a problem for bees. All of our hives have varroa. It is a fact of

life of the beekeeper. You may occasionallysee one on a bee, but there are a lot more in your
hives. You can test the number of varroa you have in a hive by using a sticky board, a sugar roll
test, or an alcohol wash test. The sticky board is done under the bottom board if you have
screened bottom board or on the bottom board with solid bottom boards. Literally, you place
a sticky board on the bottom board for 1 to 7 days. You then pull it out and count the number
of varroa. If you leave your sticky board on for longerthan a day, you need to divide the total
number of varroa by the number of days you left the board on for. So if you got 30 varroa on a
board that was left on for 3 days, your actual number of varroa is 10. The sugar roll test is
easily done also. You can see how it is done if you search on the internet for sugar roll mite
test. The same is true for the alcohol wash mite test . If you find high numbers of varroa, now
is the time to treat your hives.

Got a question for Kathy? Email your questions to: eclecticbeefarm@hotmail.com
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“The relationship of bees and

flowers is one of the most beautiful
co-evolutionary relationships we

1 have. Bees are the legs of plants.’

—QUEEN OF THE SUN
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Please take the time to volunteer time and mentoring
To our members and neighbors.

CABA Monthly Meeting
29 Nov 6 PM Our November meeting
will be presented by Gary Farmer on
~, o]vP (E}lu 87 ,]A
29th, which is the 5th Thursday,
because the # Thursday is
Thanksgiving
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13 Dec 6 PM CABA Christmas

Party
Don't forget your bee themed dirty Santa
present. Bring a side dishMeats
provided by us!!




