NEWSLETTER

APRIL 2019

Good BEEUTIFUL APRIL DAY,
We had a great turn out for our National and International honey tasting meeting for our March meeting, lots of honey some good, very good and some was REAL BAD
real, real bad IMHO. Thanks goes out to the Goods who came down set up and allowed us a little taste of other places honey.

Our first bee package pickup went GREAT!™ These are the prettiest, healthiest girls ever from a new producer.

What an amazing day it is on this cool April 22, 2019. We have had a great few weeks representing CABA at different events!

There were a few of us at Herb Day promoting BEEKEEPING, in Montgomery April 13%", Myles & Deborah Wright and Brian Head, myself and Stacy and Ben

A very special thank you to several folks who helped us at the Ability Games in Wetumpka on Thursday 18" we were greatly represented, Brian Head and Randy Jones
who built our special corn hole games, Tiffany Taylor two painted our boards, 4 of them, AMAZING JOB, Katie Pugh, Lisa Carrick, Candy Jones who made bean bags,
Stacy, Carey and Deb Moseley and Micha, their grandson who took off from school to help with our kids, Cathy Cartier, Chris Dowing who were our

photographer. Makes me so proud to be a member of such a great association.

IT TAKES A VILLAGE and | LOVE MINE!!!

We have a treat for our April meeting Yappy Travis will be talking to us about commercial vs hobbyist beekeeping. Going to bee a treat!

We have several events already on our books for May and June where we can represent CABA! | would like to remind all of our members that we are one of the largest
associations in the state with the most representation of beekeeping throughout the year, and as you can see we ALWAYS need you help!

Check your girls we are heading into a honey flow. All our hives look great and busting to get going this crazy cooler than normal spring.

Gee Bltied o
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25 April 6pm
Elmore County Extension Office

340 Queen Ann Rd, Wetumpka, AL
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Question: | have put my package in my hive. How long do | need to
feed it?

Kathy: | like to feed any baby hive until my brood boxes are at least 70
per cent full. At that point, | will be putting on my honey supers. | quit
feeding my bees when | put on my honey super. | want them to grow
as quickly as possible to get them ready for winter.

Got a question for Kathy? Email your questions to: eclecticbeefarm@hotmail.com

A BEE'S LIFE DID YOU KNOW?

63

Foraging for
= nectar
« pollen
- propolis
42 - water
- orientation flights
Feed young - guarding
v larvae/queen + wax secretion
> 3 = comb building
E 7 - Feed older larvae shecurripening
21 ’ Cleaning, eat pollen
Sealed brood i
(3’ Unsealed brood (
' A = %  "Honeymoon" originates from the ancient tradition of
BROOD v HIVE BEE ) mEwBEE > _ _ :
e L o ey i i ~ supplying a newlywed couple with a month's supply

www livingstonegraphics.com 910-564 5446

- - - = of honey in order to ensure happiness and fertility.
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Bee Math
By Michael Bush

Re printed with permission from www.bushfarms.com/bees.htm

All of the numbers about the life cycle of bees may seem irrelevant, so let's put them in a chart here and talk about what they
are useful for.

Days until:

Caste Hatch Cap Emerge

Queen 3%28+1 16 +2 Laying 28 +5
Worker 3%29 1 20 +1 Foraging 42 +7
Drone 3% 10 *1 24+1 Flying to DCA38 +5

If you find eggs. and no queen how long ago do you know there was a queen? At least there was one three days ago and
possibly is one now. If you find just hatched larvae and open brood but no eggs when was there a queen? Four days.

If you do a "walk away" split, how long before the queenless split has a laying queen? They will start with a just hatched larvae
(4 days from when it was laid) so if you subtract 4 days from the queen chart above you get about 24 days +-5 days.

If you put an excluder between two boxes and come back in four days and find eggs in one and not the other, what do you
know? That the queen is in the one with eggs.

If you find a capped queen cell, how long before it should have emerged for sure? 9 days, but probably eight.
If you find a capped queen cell, how long before you should see eggs from that queen? 20 days.

If you killed or lost a queen, how long before you'll have a laying queen again? 24 days because the bees will start from a just
hatched larvae.
If you start from larvae and graft, how long before you need to transfer the larvae to a mating nuc? 10 days. (day 14)

If you confine the queen to get the larvae how long before you graft? Four days because some won't have hatched at the
beginning for day 3.

If you confined the queen to get the larvae how long before we have a laying queen? 28 days.

If a queen is killed and the bees raise a new one how much brood will be left in the hive just before the new queen starts to lay?
None. It will take 24 or 25 days for the new queen (raised from a four day old) to be laying and in 21 days all the workers will
have emerged and in 24 days all the drones will have emerged.

If the queens starts laying today how long before that brood will be foraging for honey? 42 days.

If a hive just swarmed today, how long before the new queen is laying? Assuming this was the primary swarm, it usually leaves
the day the first queen cell gets capped. So that means a new queen will emerge in 8 days. That queen may leave with another
swarm or the workers may allow her to kill all the others and stay. Assuming she kills all the others (which are staggered in age,
so they will emerge at different times if they do afterswarm) then she should be laying most likely two weeks later. So that's
about three weeks give or take a week. (two to four weeks).

You can see how knowing how long things take helps you predict where things are going or where things have been.

Sometimes you just have tofigure best and worst case. For instance, an uncapped queen cell with a larvae in it is between four
and eight days old (from the egg). A capped queen cell is between eight and sixteen days old. By looking at the tip of the cell
you can tell one that is just capped (soft and white) from one that is about to emerge (brown and papery and often cleaned
down to the cocoon by the workers). A soft white queen cell is between eight and twelve days old. A papery one is between
thirteen and sixteen days old. The queen will emerge at sixteen (fifteen if it's hot out). She'll be laying by twenty eight days
usually.







