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- The army, clearly, had taken Wynendaele to heart. But de-
spite thc. endless attention devoted by the dispersed troops and
companies to the arms exerciscs, Bland would have been hard
put to find more than a handful of battalions of ‘well-dis-
ciplin’d Foot’ outside of London and Dublin. It was all very
well for the Foot Guards’ battalions, constantly in concentra-
tion in and about London and Westminster, to go through the
whole of the complicated platoon-firings—‘Hyde Park dis-
cipline’, as many appropriately and derisively styled it.
Companies might know their arms exercises; but since platoon
firc was delivered a¢cording to a prearranged and intricate
sequence by platoons and ‘firings’ told off here and there down
the full battalion (as in Figs 1—4, pp. 318-20 below), ex-
pertise by individual companies at the simple manual and
platoon did nothing to guarantee the successful performance of
the platoon-fire system—Ilet alone major manoeuvres—by the
full battalion when at last it might be assembled, This was made
abundantly clear by the performance of the army in the wars

of 1739-48.

1748-1764

The generally poor performance of the army during the cam-
paigns of 1739-48 (especially before 1746), made it clear that
the old system of drill laid out in the 1728 Regulations was in
need of considerable revision. This was to be carried out piece-
meal during the years 1748-64, a fifteen-year period which—in
sharp contrast to the three decades preceeding it—was to see
the appearance of a number of regulations issued by authority
and of a score of private publications some of which were ex-
cellent, and many of which illustrate a new spirit of pro-
fessionalism loose in the army.

AlthOUgh the Duke of Cumberland had considerable* fa'rccs
under his command in the Low Countries in 1743, negotiations
for the peace were proceeding in earnest from the spring; there
Were consequently both sufficient forces available in concentra-
tion and plenty of opportunities to introduce and establish new
drill procedures. Always deeply concerned with _all matters
cOncerning drill and regularity, the Duke now set In _1ra1n-thc
€vision of the British drill with the preparation and dissemina-
"%, that summer, of the 7 748 Regulations, which all regiments



. ,line.uponlits cen

' dijvisions were to g1ve

" tions and in Bland.

ey, Pl g g8 uthority and Private Publication;
16 - Drillbooks: L A

Regulations & 4
Wil o s T ,'L(')Q'Coﬁﬁtri,eé were to.__‘anform to & Praqtitje?,??
offootin the LOW % concerned  themselves only with the
. These new '.t?guming:thc,sq"uar_c'_f_and wheeling the battalion
 frings, widh 0'r'trf: > d with fine points such as the disposition
~ . and it was in the firings that the changes
made were. mostsigniﬁcant,?sincei_the telling-oﬂf of the_ﬁ.re-:.
divisions and the ordering of the sequence according to which
| ‘ fire was now standardized on a method
|  more easily practised than thc?se laid dg_wn-in the 1728 Regula-
' 78 With the introduction of these changes, all
" the British foot except those units in Ireland was, by 1.749‘J

- practising the ‘manual and platoon exercises, the evolutions,

" ofofficers and drums;

and the majority of its manoeuvres after the old 1728 drill;

while the firings and several of its manoeuvres were being.

. carried on according to the new 1748 Regulations. . -

L 0."- lhc bau note.eépeciany the

* The spread of the 1748 Regulations illustrates once again the
_‘powers and limitations of authority. The Duke as Captain-
~ General commanded the forces on the Continent and all the

 forces elsewhere except those in Ireland. With him in the Low -

- Countries in 1748 were three battalions of Foot Guards and -
. nineteen battalions of marching Foot; and by 1749 four of
- these battalions (the 8th, 1gth, 32nd, and g6th) were at Gib-

raltar, four were in Minorca (the 12th, g1st, 33rd, and 37th),
three Guards battalions and four marching battalions (the 13th, -
g -i?;g’ * Ls_ti and 23rd) were in Britain, six battalions were in Ire-
3 las_t,'L(;uZ;i i 6245&}]’112&3&&42“@’ 44th, and 48th), while the

T » had been disbanded. Thus, by mid-1749

LomT R .

'businc?:ii ;t;iu‘ltiuo‘ns \Xere 1ssued in. manuscript to the majors of brigade, whose
regiments in their b%’wed n Exact Copy of the Same’ to the adjutants of ¢ach of the
‘in the Kent RO Ambs i p€T€ are copies in the Cumnb. Pprs, Pt 4, 11, fos. 61-2, and

' erst MSS 05/6. Another copy (although ;asily'overlooked, since

itis untitled and ynd ted) - i
Inthe Kent RO Any e \2PReared in Anon., Camp Discipline & Kane (1757): 29°3%

- 1est of the dril] Currentr'st I\;IISS 05/5{(1’18 practice of these revisions (t0gethcr with .[hC
of the ¢ BAtt™ of the lstaRl_e: exlnd of the war) is beautifully illustrated in the ‘Review
’7;41?_%‘\;].8.‘& Eyndhovep’ egim'’ of Foot Guards by H.R.H. the Duke ye 26" of Sept:

¢ Duke wa P e o e N L STy
 fod EQ?PS thrOUghomsl}?::grzcwe,‘wll'lg British and allied regiments in the Low Countric®
- and JL O, Robson, Milin ng and summer of 748 (see Kent RO Ambherst MSS 05/1- 8’ :

SN - ks i
5;232 )l" 77-80). The new sy); ti’Iemfo irs of Lt-Gen the Hon. Charles Colville’, ]SAHR 21-1
P oM the dril] yyey 1 thcm ol telling off the fire divisions seems likely to have bee?

: Nl,rSs;’ ‘Lme of Hanover Anoverian foot: see Amherst MSS os/1, ‘Review © t
ofthe o I tellis at the Camp of Nestelroy the Second of July ‘IZ:d
E lon..ofDrUChtlcbgn 'f‘gﬁoﬂ‘(_)fthc 15t bn., Hanoverian Foot Guafdsf -

Infanery |
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the full Minorca and'Gibralta_r'-garrisoﬂs'were'usiﬁg"ihe.ﬁew b
 system, and the Duke had made it general practice.in Britain.” -

" In Ireland meanwhile, the six battalions come home from the o

'Low Countries continued to practise the new I 748 Regula-

M these regulations too, since its lieutenant-colonel (a crony of the
‘Duke, and of the Adjutant-General in London) claimed that

- Garden, to con
Articles’ relative to the organization,

_ drill of their regiments. Their report was red
83 On the question whether

" Head’.3 That they should thus have replie
3 the_cxpe'rtise of this 7
- perience of Honywoo

) French' in the Low Countries. The Dragoo

they felt that there was ‘any thing de
~present Discipline of the Dragoons’,
had ‘no Alterations. to propose.on that -
d is interesting, since

- he ‘had receiv.ed__Verbal Orders from such high rank as was
E sufficient-to ‘him, to make Hopson’s . . .. Stick Close to these -
* fireings and Evolutions.’# Otherwise, it was not until 1756 that

_ the new system now printed, modified, and issued generally
“By His Majesty’s Special Command’, was adopted by the rest
A g of the Irish foot.8% . oo 5 e e sl

" The drill of the cavalry was considered at this time too. On -

~ 5May 174

9 a board composed of colonels of Dragoon Guards
and Dragoons

interior economy, and
d at a meeting of 9

May and then laid before the King.
ficient or Superfluousin the

2 their ‘reply was in the
negative, and- they
"board—with' general officers of the ex-
d, Bland, Hawley, and Cope for members

—was great; and six of the seve

resented had only recently been on active service against the

P Cumb, Pp;s,- Box 43, n_o..‘2§:';.‘.

o "lbid., pp. 13-14. - .

at thet! ! |
- pm: time to altempt to introduce the new systcma
resumably because the Duke’s writ did not run across t

44,10, 140,00, 3. . s

- President of this Board, the members of which were Lits-

f‘};'?s-\;hen in Britain, -
c MO g pp. gamg

80 1bid., Box 44, no. 99, pp. 10-18. - |

.. 8 A G e : s . :- }
*2 Proposals dated 15 Dec. 1750, in the Duke’s papers, indicate that
- .+ Treland. The plan was abandoned,

8 o I i N
* WO 71/9, pp. 65-74. Gen. Sir Philip Honywood (
Dragq : _Gen, Henry Hawley {rst

fr %{O?DHS)’ thft Earl of Crawford {2nd Dragoons): Humphre _ )

Charl ert Rich (4th Dragoons), Sir John Cope (7th Dragoons), and the Hon. Sir
les Howard (3rd Dragoon Guards). These were sever I the eleven line cavalry

" tions;¥ and 2 seventh Irish corps (Hopson’s 2gth) was following -

‘met at the King’s command in the ‘Privy -
sider and report on ‘a Paper containing several

n regiments that they rep-

n Guards‘and

it‘wra‘s plannéd :
he Irish Sea. Cumb. Pprs, Box .
1st Dragoon Guards) acted a5

y Bland (3rd Dragoons), -

S e I
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igh Dritbost: Reulations by uthrsy and Priate Pblcatins
st s thé_BritiTs'h esjia_bl'iShm_CI‘_lt,ﬂ therefore, continued
¢ drill according to the 1728 Regulations; andindeq -

serform thei e . Al
perfo rprising : changes 1n the manoeuvres and tactigs of

- this 15 not sur

o “the mounted arm were few after MarlborOugh’s'campaigns,

4" undérstood.® =

3 ' since before the appearance of true light horse the tactical role
__ of the cavalry was well defined, its manoeuvres few, settled, and

‘Beginning in 1755, a series of regulations and orders ap-

T peared which continued the revision of the drill begun in 1748.
“ Thefirstof these—issued by the Adjutant-General in May | 85

to all regiments.on the British establishment, by order of the
Duke of Cumberland—was a collection of extracts from the

" general orders given out in'the army in the Low Countries

~between 1745 and 1748.% Dealing for the most part with the
- myriad daily routine duties in the corps on campaign, in the
~-cantonments, and upon the march, it was only in passing that
- training -and ‘drill were touched upon; nevertheless these
+ orders, which were to be ‘looked upon as Standing Orders, and
‘assuch to be transcribed in the Regimental Book of each Regi-
. ment’; helped considerably in systematizing routine through-
- outthearmy, as had Bland’s text. In'1755 there was also drawn
_up at the Duke’s bidding a set of ‘Standing Orders to be Ob-"
- served by the Whole Corps of Dragoons’.87 Although the horses,

-« tack, and kit, and the routine duty of quarters, camps, and

- marches was included, much space in these dragoon orders was
devoted to the mounted evolutions and manoeuvres, and to the.
- dismounted evolutions and firings (after the 1748 Regulations,
- howmtroduced officially among the dragoons). ~ = =
g These collections of standing orders were only preliminary,
Seatic Apr;l__:756 there was issued ‘By His Majesty’s Special
. ‘;'-_ssThéI;'laﬁoeﬁv.r-és " N A R O e r."l]bc
' . practised by the D ns, ¢.1750, Wi
f < Y the Dragoon Guards and Dragoons, _
| pc;:::sd ;?HB]'L Ring's MS 239. Thisis a finely bound, 54-folio MS ‘t.;gook of wdl-cxcc;m’-‘: -
 Review of the Brgyl g 2uom and manocuves; and in the finely drawn plan of &
Camp of Nestelroy, wewr 2 ¥, BY His Royal Highness the Duke ye 9™ of July 17

w0 Y R ) . : ong
- 1hese that differs from ey (7 RO Amherst MSS 05/4). There isnothing &7

<= Were reprinted ip

B _fr?m their style ang

6 Reprin m earlier Practice. .- s B o
5 (rggelin:l;ilgbzlzi gumncr as ‘Standing Orders for the Army—1755"
0 Enon -('6?27): g-lo (cited hereafter as 1755 Standing Orders
X Repri T amp 1'Sciplz'ne & Kane (1 , 5770, - :
w3 Pjgek i:I: %ﬁv‘g‘;h notes by P, Sumner ag ‘St&ind(in.;gﬁg))rdseis. For The Drag?
; 3 (1945); 98‘106 (Cit&d hefeaftcr as 1755 D?’aggon Oft?l?ﬁ)j ;
?Om.en,t;tha__t Hawley had a hand in their preparatioi-.
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Command’ an entirely new platoon exercise, to be observed
henceforth (without ‘the least Alteration in or Deviation from
it’) by all the regiments in Britain, Ireland, and the overseas
stations and garrisons.®® With notes on the posting of officers,
'NCOs, and drums in the battalion line, and retaining both the -
firings and the system of telling off the fire-units as laid down in
the 1748 Regulations, this new regulation represented the most
significant official revision of the army’s platoon exercise since
the appearance of the 1708 arms drill. These 7756 Regulations
cut the platoon exercise to a mere twenty-four motions; they
were much more easily learned than the sixty-three of the old
1728 Regulations (still officially in use until now, but doubtless
modified of late years according to the whims of the colonels
and field officers of individual corps), and when mastered
would have added noticeably to the rate of fire that the
battalions could keep up—by an additional round every two
minutes, at least, a factor to be of no small importance on the
open battlefields of the Seven Years War. The new platoon
exercise was practised by the sergeants and corporals of the 1st
Foot Guards before being printed and issued to the whole of the
King’s forces, on 18 April 1756; and indeed the new drill was
already being performed publicly by the NCOs of the st
Guards on the 24th of April.#

The 1756 platoon was reprinted several times during the en-
suing few years, but each time as part of a larger drillbook—the
1757 Regulations—which now embraced all five elements of the
drill. Prepared by the Duke of Cumberland, his Adjutant-
General Robert N apier, and Lt.-Col, Alexander Dury of the
15t Foot Guards (of which corps Cumberland was colonel),
this new drill, like the 1756 platoon before it, was being prac-

™ This was A New Exercise, To be observed by His Majesty’s Troops on the Establishment of
G?;gt-Britaz'n and Ireland (1756). ' 2

his was reported in the London Euening-Post of 27 Apr.; and that paper's report

Was copied by the Gentleman's Magazine (Apr. 1756). The reporter descnbeq therpt;]r.

srmance, which he watched in St. James's Park, as ‘the Manual Exercise of the

ITUsslang’; and (what with the easy availability of that mag:inzmc) hlstonan; have

:S;um.ed ever since not only that he was correct, but (quite m1sFakcqu) tpat ¢ “l;?:

tc €ITing o the full Prussian drill and not to just one element of e, It s quie po;:lthc

in:t_IhC_Prussian platoon exercise (first privately pu blished in English in l.{54) l‘:viltthllgl1
Piration of he 1756 English platoon; they resemble one another €lose 7, 8 ite as

- 2Pelish platoon exercise resembles that composed by Blakeney in 1740 quite

lc a = N 5
$ }t does the Prussian platoon exercise.
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tised in the months before its army-wide 53311'@ by the NCOjs of
the 15t Guards.?® Once sat.isﬁcd, the Ad_]uta}nt-Gcncr;}l on g5
June 1757 issued through his office this new full rcgulnm)n clril]
which not only laid down the 1756 platoon exercise, together
with the firings and the system of telling off the fire-unity ug
first described in the 7748 Regulations, but made regulation a
new manual exercise, a new series of evolutions,! and added o
few manoeuvres now to be practised as the regulation drill in
all of the regiments.%? Slightly shortened versions (1.e. without
the new manoeuvres) of these 71757 Regulations were issued
thereafter 3 and from 1758 marginal notations were included

for the instruction of the dragoons, when performing the drill
on foot.** These regulations, and the series of editions that

% Cumb. Pprs, Box 50, nos. 17, 211; and Box 52, no. 4.

9 Of the greatest importance in the development of manoeuvre technique, the 175h
Regulations significantly reduced the rank- and file-intervals {always learned as part aof
the simple evolutions), which had been used unchanged in the anmy since the days of
King William, making possible for the first time true close-order duill at speed, on all
oceasions. ' ' ’

%2 There isno known extant copy of the 1757 Regulations, as issued under the Adjutants
General’s signature on 25 June 1757. There are however a great many contemporary
references to them: e.g. in William Windhar's Negfolk Melitia {17300), 15 1 2 {on
which work, see p. 207; repeatedly by James Wolfe, as in his letter of 7 Feb. 1758 10
Lord George Sackville (quoted in R, Wright, op. cit. $18~-1g); and in the Inspection
Returns (WO 27) for the later 1750s. The 175860 editions of the 1757 Regulations, if
approached without awareness of the existence of the 1757 Regulations, ave difficult to
Interpret; and this has caused much confusion in the historicalylitcrature_, often leading
to the erroneous assumption - reinforced by the appearance at this time of transtations
of the Prussian regulations and by the unfortunate remark picked up {ront the press by
t?‘e Gentleman's Magazine, noted above—of their derivation from the Trussian regd v
tions. The full contents (save for some of the manoeuyres) can be deduced from the
lat:;‘r editions, . s
cor 33: 17;15 cdi}lon was rcprintec! under the same title in New York in 1757

ps there; and in the same year it was reprinted in that catch-all, the :\nom‘ﬂ}mq

of the 1757 Regulats 1757):_ 7_1'8. Early in 1758 the first of the Stfb‘scqucnt dﬂi::“:cs‘

appeared as anuaz%u (C_Ontammg manua.l3 Pla’i.oon, evolutions, hrings, an“)‘ Later

in the year another ¢ d‘?‘_"ff;e A'f Ordered .B)’ His Majesty, For The Year 17 53 (.l 7I5\t.. :e:ll'c‘

as New Manl Eere 0% (with marginal notes for the dragoons’ training) 2P,
fanual Exercise, As Performed by His Majesty's Dragoons, Faot-Guards, Fovh -

lery, Marines, And by the AMitiz; - L ey e o explicily 1€

other arms which fa ! i (;na R Secam{ l‘i‘dztwu (1?58), thus mcls._uim:g n.l e pHne

in Dublin and Limer; cady been pracusing the drill since 1756. Copies Wercy 5
\ rmerick in 1758 with the Lord-Li s arders of 18 Mar

ppended, ordering th ] ord-Lieutenant’s or 20D O

g that these regulations be observed by all the foot aud dras

that b e
ﬁ’rarnsccfsgbi’l;};n}}[z;fm latest copy 1 have scen was The Neww Manual .{irn‘am as lh::d
Edition ., , (Dubﬁi‘x, .i’;ﬁé;fﬂgoam, Foot-Guards, Foot, Light Infantiy, AR ir;cflud(‘t’l-

% Ony Jine ey 14 » 10 whlch the new light infantey companies Wete B 5000
‘to see the adjur® S?gr o Wrotedo Cumberland from London, whet® h?\- cise i
78" & Corp" of the dr agoons . . . go through the REW ™

7, for the
ous
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followed, up to 1760, were the culmination of Cumberland's
_programme of drill reform. S
 The same new spirit of energy manifest in the work of the
central authorities during these years infused the world of
- private military writers. Several important treatises appeared
at this time, and the period is a notable one for the (ranslation
of foreign drillbooks. Co
Of the private works that now appearced, three especially—
‘although devoted to quite different subjects—stand out because
of the breadth of vision and the occasional brilliance they dis-
played. Foremost among these was the Art of War by the comte
Turpin de Crissé, first published in Paris, 1754, and in London
in translation, 1761.%° Turpin’s lengthy essay, which was a de-
“tailed study of the practical carrying on of operations by an
" army in the field, was without doubt the best work available on
that subject during the eighteenth century.” Though he de-
scribed war as he found it and was not inventive, Turpin’s
style was spirited and intelligent, commanding respect; never
formal or dogmatic, his descriptions of tactical dispositions and
the conduct of operations were bound only by gencral rules
admitting considerable flexibility. These qualities wcrc_the
fruit of profound study; and the sophistication of his analysis of
active operations, his firm appreciation of the importance of
retaining the initiative, and his grasp of the importance of in-
telligence, security, and terrain not only in grand and petty
tactics but on overall strategic planning, derived from that
~ study. The exceedingly clear format, the realism, and the
- vigour of the Art of War made it an immenscly profitable work
for both field and general officers.”

Which Gen" Napi Adiutant-General] tells Me they are very Perfect®, Cumb.
I;prs, Box 52, no.p:?.ﬁ.[g’.c\-\/']?ij:xorth, op. cit.]'zl& mal;lcs }hc common errof of assuming
that some new Prussian drill is being referred to in this letter. | _

> Lancelot, Coltisrft Turpin de Crigssé, An Essay on the A7t of M:’ar. Translated {?:"Lfﬁ:
Feenck by Caplain Joseph Otiqy, 2 Vols {1761), was published in Gcr:;nanlt:;}nh:w.ch
at Potsdam in 1756, which speaks well for it. Turpin (who was a COOUTC oL
hussars from 1747 until 1761, and a lieutenant-general by 1792) was a P::s by g
on military subjects, including translation and cpmmen_tary on the works

' 14 ern. } " d

o H ’
E.g. John Forbes, James Wolfe, and Henri Bougu Fort Dugquesne operations

the work even before its translation. Forbes conducted his

T R T T T L T T A
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| L in detail, was Thomas M
-in vision, if less expert 12 d ) ' ore
Broader 1n vlsl?;“ Expeditions, published 1n 1759 in the wake

Molyneu.\"s Conjut ids on Rochefort, Saint-Malo, ang

2‘212&011171‘2797 Prcse171ting his work in two parts, Molyneux firg

“wrote the history of the main %mpgibious_ (})lpe(;*atlorlls from an.
Lquity to the present, and.ha\./mg one so he drew lessons and
nquit) ‘10 he evident implications. The general failure of most
| anall}"zi‘ Ct dliiions, he concluded, resulted from several factors,
:;:g :‘:ll%C}} of which was that there had never been any attex?]pt
10 learn from past mistakes; consequently no body of tactical
doctrine had been developed, no proper equipment, and no
special training procedures, so that nothing but continued ill
success could be expected to attend future amphiblous expedi-
tions. Having concluded this, Molyneux set out in the second
part of his treatise to correct this situation by l.a}flng dovyn
overall operational procedures and plans, by describing special
equipment which experience had shown to be neefied, and by
suggesting what training and tactics were appropriate for such
aformofwarfare, He argued that amphibious warfare, properly
conducted, could achieve important results; and that Britain—
with her huge navy, small army, and geographical position—
should by her nature pursue this form of warfare. Molyneuxfs
was by far the most thoughtful of those works that took this
strategic line, and his analytical approach made his argument
convincing; likewise his lengthy technical treatment of .the
special matériel necessary for such operations and his suggestions
on the technical handling of assault landings (though often ill-
found) added to the soli impression the book created. It was
in fact to be of the greatest use to the army and marines, 0
often called upon in the Seven Years War and in the Americal

R

;)nyl % f:i a_ccordmg to th? tactical system known as the ‘protected advance’, as laid cg;;ig
e pl}l;;who had it from Montecucculi. In his 1763—4 campaigns ! t}:)c came
acquag’l y u?uct practised a version of this too. George Washington (wha 2 ;76'
3inted with the work while serving under Forbes) obtained 2 copy of thi timé
mmended its study to fellow American officers antie
pendence, Beckles Willson, op. cit. 2g5; O. L. Spa, ci Parken
Op. tit. 254-6g, ang inr‘éii"’ ; shington’, AHR 29 (1g24), 677-8; and B ="
T el ' =342, passim, '
on jorntly Ity j&;\j?!:ft i’lf;lyj'ncux’ Conjunct Expeditions: Or Expeditions the
an officer of the re u]ﬂ My, with @ Commentary on a Littoral War (1 759)
ad been i) ¢ gr ararmy, had been on Mordaunt’s Rochefort raid ©
| nceived and badly carried out,

¢ havt bmﬁ carrf:t:
Molyneu®: 'h
f1757 whit
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War of 177583 to ‘ -
Operati0n57_285 3 to take part in coastal raids and landing
The third of these most impressi v
bell Dalrymple’s Military Eiays,szmogﬂ;snﬁaﬁI;t'.'ICOl- Camp-
the overall aim of which was to ‘new-model’ t}?eal ed_ tl;gatl_se,
Saxe, Dalrymple knew his Greek and Roman histacfrr'r1 Y (Ii-‘lke
felt that any ful!-scale remodelling would have to be bya’ ac? e
system of .rccrulting that, like those of antiquity turne(sie i b
mercenaries and pressed men but rather drex,xv n ‘cit?;et t?
educated from youth to valour, discipline, and self-sacrifice Illg"
Nevertheless, a!though impracticable in this respect, the work
was otherwise invariably realistic; and the great bulk of t}:
work, which consisted of a detailed discussion of weapons 'o?’
f:lothmg aqd accoutrements, and of basic and advancegl tra,in-
ing and c.lr.ﬂl, was always admirable and generally applicable
K; the British Army. Dealing equally with the horse and foot,
bm\zflasil inO]St conc.emed t}}at rec.ruits in their training should be
detai% tha ong with cor-151deratlor§; and he described in much
re I—GI:'St'fjpS according to wl}lch.basic training should be
e M'l 'gls 1 zas on advance'd drill, similarly, were well-found.
memalz ) fcgy ssqp was a mine of useful information for regi-
o I;) cers, exper}epced or otherwise; it was always
e g and often brilliant, a challenge to officers, and with-
oubt one of the half-dozen best treatises written in English

during the eighteenth century.*®’

tire’s A Military Treatise on the Discipline of the
chments Sent to atteck on

Skort Instructions for Deta
Several Schemes and In~

British Mars. Conlaining
Advantage Britain has over other Nations, by being

time: they dealt with other aspects of am-
d, practical

Maclntire’s book was a soun
t shipped as marines) in the drill
hand, was filled with a fascinating
It landings and the siege

o8 ’

Mariz;wp{‘) other works, Lt. John Macln
Store (1763), When at Sea: Together with
ventiong 703). an.d Joseph Robson’s The
1 ’{Wers.,;;;' Sshewzng more plainly, The great
Phibioys o “a (.] 763), appeared at this
text on th Pera.tgc:ms and with marine service.
et toe training of Marines (and of regular foo
collection :{F bt et book, on the other
operatie CradfPOE inventions dcsigned for use in assau
Car:S I;hat might follow. _

- Cloathing I; f{“ Dalrymple, 4 Military Essay. Containing Reflections 0% the Raising, Armings
lCutr:nan’t_n I Discipline of the British Infantyy and Cavalry - - - (1761). Dalrymple was
Sona s On::I of the 3rd Dragoons in 1761-
ymple's suggestions—on the establi

..Bf-we‘rc
{see p-

2015; and lh:&fn from Saxe’s Rezeries, which appeared in LN§
o1 ook was clearly inspired by Saxe's exampic. ‘ o
ularity by most British writers, henceforths
ner’ in which no Jess

alr
ymple was to be quoted with reg

and as e
ar :
ly as May 1962 he was acknowled acious man

ging ‘the gr
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_ pearingat this time added significantly
available. The sudden prominence of
(he Prussians after Mollwitz was reflected, during th‘e 17505, in
the publication of the first of _many_subsequent Engll_sh transla-
tioni of their reg ulations.1°2 U nl_ike the sc?veral regulations issued
1o the British Army, these ofﬁcxal_ Prussian wm:ks dealt not only
with the ﬁve'elementsof the drill but also W}th the complete
line of the regiments, and with

interior management and discip nts
a1l of the routine duties of the officers. The most striking charac-
teristic of these regulations—one mo doubt already half ex-

pected by British readers, aware of the machine-like discipline
prevailing in the Hohenzollern service—was their sheer
thoroughness; concise, pithy, clear, and well organized, these
regulations read like statute books. Several other works dealing

_in depth with various aspects of the Prussian service also became

available at this time.103

The French, too, were well represente
tions at this time; and the best of their wor
owed its appearance in English to the on-going
W il‘liam Fawcett. The Reveries, of course, 1s one 0
military literature; and it can hardly be done justice in 2
11n_e§ of summary. Infused throughout with an extraordinary
spirit of i_nnovation and reform—‘nothing 1s so disgraceful as
that slavish adherence to custom, which prevails at present’,

P ’Lptlgt than the Duke of Cumberland had been ‘pleased to receive my Book.
pr Box 57, no. 216.
1e first : . :
reprinted asrsRell‘;:?!a.tmn to appear was the Regulations for the Prussian Irgfam?_y (‘75%)£
(1756); while i lhsz or the Prussian Infantry . . . to which is added The Prassic? Tecto
(123), These speehe meantime the Regulations for the Prussian Coralty bf €50 out
1757 translation of Sax o Ejl;lons were the work of Sir William Fawcett who, 8377 his
‘Brother Officers’, H ¢'s fteveries, undertook the work only to ‘be of assistance’ 0 &
of Prussian regu!z;tiozgcerorth during the eighteenth century up-to-date traﬂsm‘ozﬁ
SC]:ICrS illustrate, were always available, as all the advertisermnents of the boo
an exact Detail 3?:;5:; was thelAnon.', New Regulations for the Prussian Infantry: Containi’s
With several excellen resent Field-Service . . . and recent Parts of the Foot-Evercise (11317
tactics in the field Lhist \Elates’ and devoted entirely to the study of battalion drill 27
training of their c:)rp's Imk was Of.thc greatest utility to British officers in the advan®
In. 1762 Frederick 'I'I,sn.tcrnal e,“dmce indicates that this was not Fawcett’s wort .;3 e
g:l ns!alcd into English ]an:cllwctiﬁ.ns 1o his generals, written by the Kingin 174;:,':; of -
74 2 3 " - > s >
_ Au;:r’lf’a(lgﬁa); printed in “n]:i'-:cdlshcd as Anon., Military Instruchions by m{ by the
; 810 1760, this hook K numbets at Berlin in 1733 and P e
an 1761, From 1764 lhr: ad already been printed by the Austrians bt il Frf the
nnual Prugsian manoeuv‘:gsh &785,_ the London staff kept yearly sumuniarnes 0
#. WO 30/45, MS book. |
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s bravery of a handful of men.

- Man S e
- anual exercise is, without doubt, a branc

‘: Jlbooks : Regulations by Authorits amd Prinr. 1. -
 Dillbooks : Regulations by Authority and Privte Publicatins g5,
- wrote Saxc!®—It ranged widel R L AL RO T
 petty tactics of _'his-'sgecially disﬂrg()x?z(;h‘?e?g:;g’ :ram_mg, and
~ operations of the full army in the field; and at ei,;éro the: major. ,
new ideas, many of them brilliant and several of th);s'tage baid, i
 able (as Saxe was to demonstrate with success in his T practic:
and battles), marked his text, pointing the genius of fhafy
author. Free from the conventions of the age a‘hd deplox(‘)int tf}::r _.
- clumsiness (?f the unitary.army (and especially the staticgﬁf e
fights of which so many battles largely consisted), he describeeci -
L flexible new tactics based on retaining the init,iativev on en-
gaging in detail, and (above everything else) on the morale of
his soldiers and the speed and handiness of their manoeuvring
Where his ideas were practicable inthe armies of the ancien.
régime, the British included, three especially stand out: first, his
“advocacy of small-redoubts before and within the battle-line to
break up the attacks of the enemy and to discourage him from
‘launching major assaults upon your main position, while at the -
same time permitting you ‘to introduce the method of engaging -
en détail, and of attacking in brigades’, thus enabling you to fix .

your enemy’s attention at points ‘to which you can always send . .

fresh troops’;1% secondly, his stress on the manoeuvrability of -

_ the infantry, to be attained by training the troops to march and
manoeuvre in close order, to a cadenced step;'% and thirdly his

insistence that officers inspire their men, since morale is by far
the most important element in war, where the fate of armies has -

< often been determined by the sudden ‘panic or _thefsud(‘i__c_:.n_-
lar guide for ybung officers, -
considerable influence

upon the Art of Wér, bj ool B
n London m

e Capt. Samuel Bever’s short, popu
. The Cadet, was likewise illustrative of the

I‘;_m Anon. Trans. [Sir William Fawcett], Rezeries, or Memoirs upe ;
 Field Marshal Count Saxe ... (x757); v- This translation was reprinted 1
"715095,Iabx3d againin 1976. . . S
- Abid. 135-6, 14956, and passim. Eh f g 0 gt '
- _f;o;s Marching in .stt?—p, o a musical cadence, was probably the most };‘;‘Ideslyeigglﬁg |
?1 the reforms suggested by Saxe (ibid. 5-18); thi | R :i ; nli)ﬁé:'ant ol -
: vc]xxble manoeuvring by ranks at close order, the most SIE
'- ai(;) p}r]n ents in the drill of the armies of the eighteenth cerntur);e
. 90d the British Army. see her = powea. In a famous passagt :
rmy, see here, pp- 277f'9h of military discipline necess

by no means of sufficient }

ary tor render 2
mportance m

- Soldj e hy Y : nci 0

o }tsg’fetr_§t¢ady and adroit under arms; butit s ¢ ends upon

" the ] © engage all our attention . . . The pnr_xcapall part edi6 the performance of
©all o 5% 1Ot the arms: the personal abilities which are reqmr e, ,

~ Manocuvres, and likewise in engagements, are totally comtit A



- ';'I'j"';_}of-i.‘-'follboﬂkf?' ‘_ Regii IF’_ ti ons b_y _A_z{;ho_fzgy qnd Pnzgat_e P‘-’“‘_b[imfioﬁs
' ary works were having at this time,107 g
S e collection of .t.hou.gh:ts and maxlrclil_s c}ilrawn_if{om the, &
_ : yvritingS_: of su Ch' promment -capta_l_ns ~ana t eoretxc1_ans as
 Vauban, Turenne, Folard, Saxe, Santa Cruz, Le Blond, ang
s PuYséglir,“" the aim of _The;Ca_de; was. to. distil the best from
foréign;languagc_ works and, V.Vlt_h a Short runnmg CQmmentary,
“to make available this material for. Y_Ouf'lg-BI’g‘ltIS.l’l officers who
~might otherwise fail to become acqual t€d1W1t¥1 it. Bevers -
' chapters—most of which were devote_d to the duties of each of
" the various ranks in the army—displayed a selection of ma-
~ terial the choice of which was both judicious and economic.
'Though hardly deep, this little collection.was a useful introduc-
- - 'tion of the service to young officers and might also have
- stimulated them to further reading.. . . ' AN

" The first two in what was to be a succession of works on
various aspects of the ‘petite guerre’ appeared at this time, and -
- again both were in translation from the French.!% Both were |
’ _excc:.llent, dealing in detail with the considerable variety of the
service likely to befall detached parties. Thus the speedy con-
struction of small redoubts and breastworks; the preparationof -
' farmsteads, country-houses, churches, and other isolated build-
ings for defence;!® the attack and defence of small villages, -
PRt oy strest and, hoeha lg-hiouseg ™ thie blocking of river
o s T
 the stormingofcntrenzho stacles like abatis and chevaux dgﬁ”ﬁ
with too. Both works Wments, and.l.nght har ches, were dea®
| o 80 T ere rooted in expCI‘lCHCC,‘eSChGng -

© which foreign mili

“ 197 Samue N T A o Ly
- under the sain]z:et\i,fllg ?;‘:Ie ngu. A Military Treatise (1756), came out in a revised edition
1% These were Ca t702. In 1756 Bever became major of the 46th Foot. | -
Regimental Officers w;tf t. J-L. Le Cointe’s The Science of Military Posts, for the use .
, ce1s, who frequently command Detached Parties. In which is shewn the M‘;”;gh‘;
v an

Pl ._,At!acking and De .
_ft_’fl ing POS?..\' ¥ [and] the {:on‘gtruﬂion'qfFie[d..f;or{.f:(l'f l)! - ‘
Mamie d°

- Muller’s tra : 2
- Clairac’y T&‘;S}’?:;;rgn‘?th.'additional,.Y‘OtCS, of the Chevalier L. A. de L2
geneer (1760). A 2nd, revised edition of this latter work appecacr;

i 1773, again by 7, :
| n by Joh Clairac. (whos:
1740, and again i) l_7:15 Muller, Clairac (whose book was first published i 100, s

M again | . ! . , _ |

| (\'vl;.cl;::fe&i”bﬂd him ?&J‘E?Zd";‘ Eng:inccr of high Rank in the French Bloyiue

- Ork was iy njoyed ‘a lo ! ' ience’. L€ VT 4

e P in France i 756) s o empeai i the French P

C e 8 Clairag op .th:ggcmandérs_under the prince de Conti. N -
 standies, SRS description of 11 of churches is full of good advice (pp- 41750 1 ot -

SRR 8 as is his g; lon of the detailed preparation of a villa cfor'dcfcnce T}

R T T S aseussion of the ta e preparation of a viliage =" lace 12

vy A 74*80) G 35 S poan tactics to be used in-attacking such @ P70 e
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i3 ‘heory and dealing in a very practical vein wi_th'theirsubjecft-

. matter; an esig

- for traine

. aimed at t 10T 01

~ (hemselves in command of detached force

“The reform of the English militia and the new vigour intro:

 guced into its affairs after the passage of the Militia Acts of -
5 '17 57-8 was reflected in the appearance of drillbooks devoted to

 that service; but the best. of these books were of use to the

officers of the reg |
~too, ‘since the militia drills (on paper) tended to differ very
little from the practice of the regular army."*2 Without doubt

hose junior officers who were most likely to find

d both—Le Cointe’s especially—were designed not
d engineers or senior officers so much as they were

ular army in the basic training of their men~

‘the most useful and p'o'pula'r such work in the army was William o

~* Windham’s Norfolk Militia, which dealt at length with all five
~ elements of the drill.}*> Addressing itself especially to the pro- -
‘cedures by which the men could best be trained, it contained
 over fifty plates illustrating the manual and manoeuvres; and
* these were the best plates yet to have appeared in any English -
~ drillbook. Another militia officer, Edward Fage, brought out
" his short but admirable Regular Form of Discipline which, like
Windham’s drillbook, was so clear and well organized in its
 discussion of basic training that regular officers could hardly
* but have benefited from it.’** e A
‘There were too, as we have seen,

™M Clairac’s was a practical guide but, more tha _
enough to be of use to engineer officers as well as officers from th :

‘ de;d,_ Clairac ‘considered, that though many have wrote upon the Cpnstrlj.cuonlof'
~ . permanent Fortification, as well as upon the Attac and Defence of Places, yet little had

been wrote in regard to the requisite Knowledge of an Engineer in the Field" ( ‘Ed.’). Le
ctical geomctry-——suﬂ?aent

: .Comtc_, meanwhile, led off his text with some 35 pages of pra .
for regimental officers otherwise unlettered in engineering, and necessary for a proper
.. baf;‘: understanding of the essentials of the tscience’ of field-works and defences. -
7 See, e.g., the anonymous New Military Instructions for the Militia - .. ({,760)‘ ot
ally a word-for-word copy of the 1758 edition of the r757 Regulations. o)

' William Windham and George Townshend, A Plan of Discipline, Corfzpase'd Jor the .
‘ ¢ rushed to the press late1n that year,

USG Of!}lg A’Ill . : ; i
oy itia of the County of Norfolk (1759), was ru It T

' l:nfgnmpme; the fU11~Cditi0;1v évith-title unchanged) came out at London in 1760. i1
768 the full 1960 edition was reprinted as'4 Plan of Discipline jbr :

filitia -~ - (r : S I . _ .
: <+ {1768). Townshend wrote the dedication only. _ B
In the introduction to his facsimile reprint of von Steuben’s Regulations for the Or

& ;’:: Discipline of the Troops of the United States (Philadclph]a, 1779 (r};t' : gfgl"frﬁcrlisag* ~
col g:_thag as many as nine imprints of the Norfolk Militia were ma G e

e 185 between 196 T T g by the

i14 1768 and 1774. S o s it is Peform’d & B

'__.m' idward Fage, A4 Regular Form Q(Disczﬁlﬂ?_ﬁ_ﬂr the Mzhz:a, As i l L A

“Aent Regiment (1759). .

revised versions of Kane, .

n Le Cointe’s, it was sophisticated
e line regiments, In-

ke Use of the Norfolk
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being printed at this time; and though of
ards drill and tactics, the first two of
aw officers as guides to the

Bland, and Blakency
limited practical use as reg
these were still of some value 0

routine of the service.!' - . |

Finally, the last of the old profusion of privately prepared
manual and platoon exercises came out at this time, the work
' 116 Grant’s platoon was quite impracticable,

of George Grant.
despite the fact that its preparaton had cost him ‘a great deal

of Pains and Study’; he slurred together too many of the in-
dividual motions of the exercise, finishing up with an exercise
which still involved more motions than the one that was to be
issued by authority in 1764. Grant’s little book contained 2
number of interesting obscrvations on training and tactics,
nevertheless; and despite the fact that his text was hardly liter-
ate, still these observations may have been of some value to the
few who troubled their heads with his written style.

1764-1778 |

With the conclusion of the Peace of Paris the central authorities
m London began once again the preparation of new drill regu-
lations designed to incorporate the considerable tactical ex-
perience and change of the past decade. Two new sets ©
regulguons were envisaged from the start and, although they
were issued concurrently, the purposes of the two projects were
- regarded as distinct. On the one hand a new arms exercis¢ %2
to be prepared and given out, by the King’s command, to be
gjfsgscéi through the army generally. On the other hand fh.c
Dlanmed tl;il;ds hlad.a more immediate, particular COﬂC"'mIﬂlor
nd 'autumnegrz arize the procedure carried out at the Sfrilm:.’
m(.‘diate ins ectywws of those rgglments under .1ts mOSdoirlg
duty in the E 1on and control—that is, the regiments ="
quired thy ingdom of England. The first of these OIS,

Prﬁpﬂratlon and issue of new manual an plat

ns o _ ch
mong th . m
recent matc%ia[ Zs;,t}tlhc anonymous Camp Discipline & Kane. (1757) mclu“fl as P
honours, clothing l‘ani tncampments of the army, and on such yaried togtcsoverlhc
: : <, CLC, t

Years €.4740-5, 3 ,. ¢t¢., mostly drawn from orders given out by authority

16 Geor
ge Grant, The n 3
he New Highland Military Discipline, or

Explained
e wll « ;
most use in lh(c 7}57)' As its tile indicates, Grant thought that

1i . '
abroad, Grant’s b{l)%)}]il:'mfi rfglr:nentS, being new-raised corps destine smﬂ];arpcr. »
The New Highlang ”_!J_S - fa.cs:mile reprint, with an introduction byJ- B
i Allitary Discipling of 1757 (Ottawa, 1967)-

a sﬁo}t Maﬂ""i
his manual "‘00 pe S



