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ADVERTISEMENT.

3T feems abfolutely neceffary to make fome
apology for the delay of the publication
of this work, after having fo long ago
promifed it to the public; and to ac-

" count for its being at prefent publifhed incompleat.

Our firft intent was to give only the manual exercife,

- with the explanations ; and an introduction, contain-

ing a fhort hiftory of exercife, and our reafons for the:
alterations which we had made: we afterwards en-
larged our plan, thinking it would be of no fmall
ufe to our Officers, to give them fome dire&ions as to-
the manner of teaching the exercife, marching, wheel-
ing, and exercifing by fingle companies ; and alfo to
forni a plan for the exercife of the whole battalion in
‘Whitfun-week.  This led us into a much greater de-
tail than we were at firft aware of ; and the work was
only fketched out, ' and fcarcely dead coloured, when

~ we loft the firft promoter, and I may fay the life and

foul of our undertaking ; who was called abroad, to
prove the reality of his truly noble and patriot fpirit, in
a diftant and dangerousfervice. The carethen of finith-

' ing and publifhing this work, devolved chiefly on me;.
_but my own very infirm ftate of health, and our con-

tinual avocations in attending the exercife of the com-
panies 'of militia, joined to unexpected and unavoida-
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ble: 1mpedxmcnts from the prefs ; rendered:it- impoffib'e
for us to get it ready for publication fo foon as we in-

tended : And our being immediately after the Whit-
fun-week exercife was over, ordered- out into atual.-
fervice, -has been' an invincible obftacle to-our-com- -

pleating the third part, relating to the exercife of the
whole, battaliop, the firings, evolutions, &%. in the
manner we' could have-wifhed. For this reafon we
have chofen to poftpone it for the prefent, and give

only the two firft parts; which having by experience
found to be ufeful, we may venture to recommend,
to the militia officers of fuch counties, as chufe .

to adopt our plan of exercife and difcipline : though

we propofe publifhing the' third part alfo," with alI_ '
convenient {fpeed : and we hope that the experience -

which we fhall gain' by having our men togetlier, and
by exercifing almoft daily in battalion, will enable us
to correét, and. make it ‘much more perfect than “we
at “firft were capable of doing; efpecially as we have
at prefent, the advantage of frequent opportunitics
of feeing two regimetits *, juftly celebrated for the ex+

vcellency and exa&nefs of their difcipline; whofe officers
‘with the moft open and engaging politenefsimaginable;.
are always ready to-communicate to us, whatever in-

- formation we are defirous of having; and to affift’ s

with their advice and inftrution.

."

* The'67:h, and 72d. .

[lilitea Barracks, . .
;uea arrack ; -W’ WIN DHAM-,' )

Aig. 245 1750,
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DEDICATION.
RicuT HoNoURABLE tbe

Earl of SHAFTESBURY,

o/ AND

“The other NosLE Lorbps,

Who have exerted themfelves in their re-
{pe&ive Counties, as Lorp-LieuTe-
NanTs,” in the Execution of the Mi-

. LITIA.AC’I‘.

My I:ORD;

OUR Lordfhip and the other illuftrious per-
fonages, to whom this little volume is ad-
dreffed, will, I flatter myfelf, find no impropriety
in its claiming your confideration, and afpiring to
your patronage. The work (fuch as it is) fprings
from the zeal of fome friends to a national militia,
in the county of Norfolk, who confiding in the irre-
fiftible principle of the meafure, and the g.ucral
fentiments of that independent county, have been
greatly inftrumental in carrying it into execution,
in fpite of every obftacle which the pride and envy
PartT L Y - of




. DEDICATION.
of particular men could fuggeft, or the violence and
artifice of their agents could pra&tife againft it. As
nothing could more effeétually promote the fuccefs
of this meafure in general, than a communication
between the feveral counties ;3 whereby each will fee
what has been done in the other, and judge what
is worth adopting; my werthy friend, the author
of this little work, has charged me with the manner
of introducing it to your Lordfhips, knowing that
I have the honour of being acquainteed with many
of you; and I embrace, with pleafure, the opportu-
nity which it affords me, of thus publickly acknow-
ledging my juft and grateful veneration, as an Eng-
lithman, for the truly noble and patriot part, which
your Lordfhips have acted upon this occafion: re-
calling fo fully to our minds the antient fpirit, in-
dependence, and {plendor of our Britith nobility. -
However fhamefully backward a part of this
kingdom ftill appears, in refolving whether it will
owe its prefervation to itfelf, or delegate a circum-
ftance of fo much happinefs and honour to fortui-
tous and inadequate refources; yet, my Lords, the
progrefs which the militia has made in thefe coun-
tics, where your Lordfhips perfonal dignity and fa-
mily influence attended it, no longer leaves the moft
prejudiced caviller an opportunity of denying its.
practicability as to the civil part of the bill; the

- common people having feen their error, and the

views of their laft year’s inftruétors ; and the meet-
ings for the ballot being now attended with volun-
teers inftead of rioters. Our military fceptics now
diret their whole tirallerie againft the military part
of the a&; to obviate, therefore, the objections on
this fide, a worthy gentleman of Norfolk, though
no regular bred f{oldier, nor the offspring of the

parade, has endeavoured to prove, ‘how eafily an
healthy
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healthy robuft countryman, or a refolute' mechanie,
may be taught the ufe of arms; and how very at-
tainable that degree of military knowledge is, which
will enable a country gentleman to command a pla-
toon : confequently that, under proper encourage-
ment, it is very poflible for this kingdom (the con-
ftant rival of the moft powerful nation in the world,
and engaged often for its own fake to defend the li-
berties of others) to eftablith fo numerous and per-
manent a force, as may enable it all times to a&
with fuperiority abroad, without endangering its own
fafety or liberties at home. Such undoubtedly may
be the confequence of inftructing, to a certain de-
gree, the body of the nation in the ufe of arms;
tor if the common pcople be made only half foldiers,
and the gentlemen by a certain degree of applica-
tion become only half officers; yet by a timely mul-
tiplication of the number of militia, as wcll as by
the rotation prefcribed by the act, and that further
additional difcipline which would refult, from the
militia’s being put into aétual fervice, previous to an
invafion; this country will have a better fecurity
againft the calamities of war, than any other in the
world, Switzerland alone excepted : which, as your
Lordfhips well know, though fituated in.the midit
of all the ambitious and turbulent powers in Europe,
~ is the only one which maintains its territorities free
and undifturbed.. How aftonifhing is it then, my
Lords, that notwithftanding hiftory, the experience
of our own times, and the prefent fhocking fcene
in Europe, inconteftably prove, that, if numbers with-
out difcipline avail but little, fo difcipline without
. great fuperiority in point of number, and great in-
terior refources of defence, is equally ineffectual for
the protection of a great and opulent country; 1fay,
my Lords, how aftonithing is it, that there fhoutl)d
. A2 : e
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be men, whofe rank and knowledge fhould put them’
above fuch prejudices; who maintain that, in a na-
tion circumftanced like this, a militia is dangerous;
fometimes that- it is impracticable. Even of your

Lordfhips order, fome who once raifed a body of

men not totally unlike a militia, are now become fo
very military, as to affect to defpife it; imagining,
perhaps, that the fafety of Britain would again, under
fuch dreadful circumftances, be better trufted to
troops of their dependents, raifed on a fudden;
than to that general effort, which it is but reafonable
to expe&t from the whole nation, when armed in its
own defence : a refource, which has been ever found
to anfwer, evén in nations far inferior to the Britith
in natural courage. But, my Lords, if thofe who
remember the difgrace and diftraction of the year
1745, have not yet learned to wifh for fome farther
fecurity at home, at a time when we muft fend forth
the greateft part of our armies for the protection of

~our colonies, or the fupport of our allies ;. I will not

flatter mvfelf, that 1 fhall be able to prevail with
them. Nor can I expe& better fuccefs, from ad-
drefling thofe who have drawn no inftrutions of this
kind from the events of the year t756; little infe-
rior to the former in terror and difgrace, though
arifing fiom a different caufe: for then, our whole
force being detained at home through real or ima-
gind danger, our enemies had nearly over-run all
ou: cclonies; Minorca fell, Great-Britain imported
a fori.n army for her protetion, and her flag and
charafter funk into the loweft contempt. What

was the jultification made ufe of in thofe days? Was -

it not our defencelefs ftate at home? Let me afk,
has care been taken to provide for that defe¢t, thould
the events of war (which no man can command)
bring back that fcene ? or is our prefent fecurity, in the

S midft
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midft of our fuccefs, owing to any thing, but the
vigorous meafures (unknown in thofe days I have
mentioned) refulting from the fingular intrepidity of
an eminent individual ? The utility of a general mi-
litia, with refpet to every operation, is felf-evident.
‘Would you make a diverfion on the coaft of France,
or a real impreffion? If the former, make two,
with ten thoufand men each, you will {carcely meet
an enemy in both places. If you mean a real im-
preffion, fecond your fitft by fending ten thoufand
men "more, and you will not be obliged to retire
with precipitation in a few days to your fhips. In
either cafe, their grand army is more likely to
detach, of, not dectaching, muft abandon their
country to your fuperiority. If we would fupport
Prince Ferdinand, as the means of bringing the war
to a fhort iffue; who, in that cafe, had not rather
fee him at the head of an offenfive, than a defen-
five force? This, as well as every other operation,
will receive ftrength and activity by the eftablifhment
of that meafure which renders us fafe at home: And
upon the reduftion of our regular forces, in con-
fequence of a peace; a militia is the only eftablith-
ment, which can procure to us an ability of do-
ing ourfelves juftice at firft, upon a r:commence-
ment of hoftilities; inftead of being infulied for
three years whilft we are getting ready for war.
" The advantages of this fituation are too numerous, .
for me now to attempt to illuftrate: I have already
digreffed too far, and fhall only recur to that part
of my fubje&, from which, for your Lordfhips fake,
I with 1 had not deviated. .

It will be proper, my Lords, that I fhould affure
you, that I have feen this fhort and eafy exercife
taught and executed with the greateft fuccefs. I have,
myfelf, made a gentleman perfeétly mafter of it in

» two
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two or three mornings, fo as to perform it with

grace and fpirit. Our militia men learn it in fes
ven or eight days, fome of them in lefs time. Were
I to enter into any defcription of it, I fhould anti-
cipate the following fheets; but it is incumbent
upon me to declare, that I have a very fmall fhare
in the compofition ; the chief part of it being the
refult of a very a&ive mind, and military turn in
my worthy friend ; which proves how deep a man
of parts may penetrate into any fcience, without
having firft gone through the regular degrees, fo
often efteemed by pedants the eflential parts of a
man’s education. My friend is much lefs indebt-
ed to me than to our adjutant, Mr. Mowatty
who, being efteemed a very good one in the army,
is an authority, which I beg leave to avail myfelf of,
with fcrupulous men of his profeffion, in favour of
the work. It is impofiible for me to me to con-
clude this dedication to your Lordfhips (the firft,
indeed, I ever wrote) without acknowledging that
affiftance, which the militia has in general received
from the gentlemen in the army ; not only from the
patronage of two very worthy Lords of high rank,
both as to their civil and military ftations: (one of
which appezred the firft among its advocates in the
houfe of commons, the other in the houfe of peers ;)
but from the harmony and good-will,, with which
the military gentlemen have co-operated with the
militia, in feveral counties. I wifh their example
had been more generally imitated. The quarter
from which the difficulties to the militia arife, is but’
too manifeft : had half the zeal been fhewn in ma.
ny counties for carrying it into execution, which is
exerted in an eleion, its fuccefs had not now been
limited to twelve or fifteen counties only. However,
my Lords, under all the difcouragements which this
national
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national a& has met with, through flights, delays,
and evafions, on the parts of thofe, whofe duty it
was to execute this law, with that zeal which be-
comes every good and faithful magiftrate ; it muft,
neverthelefs, derive too much ftrength from your
Lordfhips countenance and authority, to fail at laft :
on the contrary, as we fee it walks alone, having
_from the goodnefs of its conftitution furvived
much unnatural treatment; to the joy of every
good Englithman, and not a little, 1 believe, to the
aftonithment of fome of its good nurfes and guar-
dians; we may now venture to flatter ourfelves it
will live to full maturity, and become a moft ufe-
ful part of the conftitution, That this may be the
event, and that your Lordfhips may all of you
long enjoy every blefling, which honeft and emi-
nent members of a community deferve, is the fin-
cere with of one who has the honour to be, with the:
moft perfect refpect and efteem, :

My LORDS,
" 'Your Lordfbips moft obedient and

Jaithful bumble Servant,

 GEO. TOWNSHEND.
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INTRODUCTION

?;{K%H E title of an exercife compofed for the
&% 1 %X militia of the countyof Norfolk, muft,
™ no doubt, appear extraordinary to a. great
w2k, many, who will naturally afk, why the
militia fhould not learn and practife the fame_ exer-
cife with that which is at prefent in ufe among the
regular forces? :

We have, therefore, thought it neceﬁ‘ary to pre-
fix to this little work an mtroduéhon, in which we

thall give a fhort hiftory of the origin and pro- -

grefs of that part of the art military, which is more
particularly termed exercife 5 endeavour to fhew the
utility of it, and the~ prmcnples on which it is
founded ; and point out in what the defe&s or
excellencies of any exercife confift; and, in the notes
which we fhall 2dd to the explanatxons of the fe-
veral words of command-in the Manual Exercife,
we fhall explain the particular ufes of them; and
thew in .what .manner, and for, what reafons, we

~ haveé varied from, and-altéred ‘that which is now

pra&tifed by the regular forces.
To

L e ol o e



INTRODUCTION.

To do this completely, and to enter into all
the details and nice difquifitions that the fubject
admits of, would be a moft curious and ufeful
work ; requiring great abilities, an extenfive read-
" ing, and a thorough knowledge, not only of hif-
tory both ancient and modern, but likewife of all
the authors who have wrote on military affairs. The
Iimits of our preface will confine us to a few gene-
ral hints and curfory remarks; however, that our
military readers (if any fuch fhould do us the ho-
nour to perufe our work) may fee, that we have
not been deficient in confulting the beft authorities,
for the falts that we advance, and the principles
which we eftablifb, we fhall, in the margin of each
page, refer to authors of the greateft repute on
mi%ietary affairs; by whofe opinions ‘we have
been guided, and whofe fentiments we have a-
dopted. :

It is univerfally allowed, that the Greeks and the
Romans carried the art of war to a greater degree
of perfection than any other people in their days; and
indeed the beft judges feem to be agreed, that they
 have {carcely been equalled by any of the moderns.
By what appears from the authors who have treated
of their difcipline, we cannot find that they had what

we call a Manual Exercife. The Grecian order of
the phalanx, whofe whole ftrength confifted in be-
" ing clofely united and in perfect order, required that
they fhould be ftrictly exa&t in their marching and
evolutions ; and thefe points were what they chiefly
attended to, and pra&i};d in their exercife: as may

ix

be feen in Alan, who has alfo given us their words Zlian, chap.

of command ; from which it appears, that the clof- liv-

ing, opening, and doubling their ranks and files,
together with the different facings and wheelings,
and the various methods of changing their front

Part L. - B ' by



x INTRODUCTION.
by counter marches, confticuted almoft the whole
of it (1.). '
Vegetins,lib.i. The exercife of the Roman foldiers, colletively,
chap. xlvii. ib.feems to have chiefly confifted in pracifing the evo-
lib. i. chap. ix-1yrions of the legion ; and in marching 20,000, or
Jt;d. lib-iil. o metimes 24,000 geometrical paces in five hours, for
P ™ that was their military pace : (2.) this they performed,
loaded with their armour, weapons, and ather military
implements, which all together made up a very heavy
burthen; and at the fame time kept their ranks.
They exercifed themfelves feparately, in running,
jumping, and fwimming over rivers completely armed;
Vegetius, lib.i.and, above all, endeavoured to acquire the greateft
chap. ix. ibid.fkill and dexterity in the throwing of the pilum or
lib. iii. chap. javelin, and in the ufe of the fword and fhield. For
L‘ga’b‘i‘v ili;b"'thefe purpofes they had mafters, called Campi Doc-
P- XV tores; whofe bufinefs it was to teach the youth and
the new-raifed foldiers; and the Campus Martius

(r.) Marechal Saxe in his Reveries, Chap. i. Art. vi, has fome
very ingenious conjetures and obfervations on the manner of
marching of the ancients ; whom he fuppofes to have marched in
exa time and cadence, to the found of their mufical inftruments :
and gives good reafons for the excellency of that method ; which
is (he fays) pra&tifed at prefent by the Pruffians. He was no {cho-
lar; which has led him into a grofs miftake about the meaning of
the word Taéticks ; buthe might have fupported his opinion, with
regard to their marching in cadence, by many paflages of the
ancients ; particularly the following one of Thucydides, in the:
account of the battle between the Lacedemonians and Argives,
book v. ¢¢ After this the fight began, the Argives and their allies
¢ moving on with violence and fury ; but the Lacedemonians de-
¢ liberately, and to the found of feveral pipers, who were ap-
¢« pointed by law; not on account of any religious ceremony,
¢« but that the foldiers, marching together, might make their at-
¢ tack uniformly, and not break their ranks.” Whoever has a
mind to form a more perfeét idea of the difcipline of the antients,
may confult Guifchard, Memoires Militaires, printed in Holland in

- 2 vols. 4to. 1758,

(z.) Atthe rate of four or five Englith miles in an hour..
' ) at
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at Rome was fet apart for fuch exercifes; where all
the moft eminent citizens, whole age or infirmitics
did not difable them from fervice, took a pleafure and
pride, in publickly endeavouring to exccl in thefe
military accomplithments. Befiaes thefe exerc fes,
they were inured to hardfhips and fevere labour, by
a continual practice of. forufying their camps, mak-
ing roads, and carrying on, at the fieges they undecr-
took, fuch immenfe works, as appear to us almoft
incredible. By thefe methods, they formed excel-
lent foldiers, who were robuft, hardy, and perfectly
well fkilled in the ufe of their weapons; but they
do not feem to have had that uniformity and har-
mony in it, which the moderns have eftablithed. In-
deed the lance, the pike, the fword, and fhield, and
the other weapons that were ufed before the inven-
tion of gunpowder, do not require that precifion
and uniformity in the ufe of them, which fire-arms
do; neither indeed do they admit of it; for, with
thefe weapons, every thing muft chiefly depend on the
valour, ftrength, dexterity, and fkill of the indi-
viduals; and every man muft exert himfelf in
- proportion to his natural and acquired abilities,
which are very unequal in different men: whereas
fire-arms have reduced mankind more to a level; and,
in fa&, in the ancient hiftories we read continually,
of the brave actions and feats of arms, of particu-
cular heroes, excelling in valour. and ftrength: on
the contrary, in the modern hiftories, private valour
feldom, but by great chance, ‘is remarked or record-
ed; though we firid frequent relations of whole bo-
dies of men, which have fignalized themfelves, and
are there praifed for their firmnefs and difcipline.
B2 After
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xii | INTRODUCTION.
Puyfegur artde .- After the downfall of the Roman Empire, w
laguerre promi- muft not expe&t to find, amongft the ‘barbarous na-
G partie, A3 tions that deftroyed it, any great traces of military.
- 77" fkill. In general it appears, that they fought with-

Pere Daniel hif- oyt myuch -method or wrder 5 though they certainly

toire de la mil: were not unacquainted with the neceffity of keeping
’ . .

 i.pag.275. in a body, and acting together; and confequently

‘ they muft have obferved fome fort of diftinétion of
_¥bid: pag. 273. ranks and files; but they had not reduced their
' ‘motions, and evolutions, to any regular or uniform
method. - Every individual exercifed himfelf, in the

ufe of fuch weapons, as he was appointed -to fight

withal ; and we find that almoft every people had .

their favourite one, in which they particularly ex--

Procopius de  celled. That of the Franks, or ancient French,.
bello Goth:  .tyas the hatchet; ‘which they ufed as a miflile wea--
1‘:;, ii. chap-  you, throwing it in the fame manner as the North-
’f.m: delamil. American Indians do theirs, which they call :toma-
Franc. vol. i. hawks. The Gafcons and Genoefe were excellent
pag-109-  crofsbow-men. The Swifs owed the fignal victories,
e RuBeliay Which they gained over the Auftrians and Burgun-
difc.mil.chap. dians, and ‘the great reputation they were in as fol:
iv, diers, to their ‘ftrength .and fkill in the ufe of the
ipike, ‘halberd, and efpadon or ‘two-handed . fword.

And ‘the viftories of Crefly, Poicters, .and ‘Aain-

‘court, will occafion the valour and fkill of the Eng-

Tith -archers to be ‘tranfmitted down with glory to

the lateft 'pofterity. .Among  the nobility and .gen--

wry there 'was fcarce any one that.could read; they-

‘ldsked on letters as a difparagement to:men dedicat--

-ed to arms ; but made the praQice of their weapons, .

andall forts of martial exercifes, their whole -ftudy, . -

Hift. delamil, and the only:bufinefs of their lives; and what they
Franc. vol. i, efteemed of all others ‘the greateft pleafure and en-
pag.275.  tertainment, were thofe imitations of battles, the
tilts and tournaments ; though often attended vaith

atal:
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fatal accidents and bloodfhed: However, for the Montlie Me..
reafons I have before mentioned, there-could be little moires, L.4.p.
or no uniformity oblerved in their troops, but every B’,.afggn];et:?;’ ﬂe'
man was left to perform, according to his refpective deMonf. leMo,
abilities _ : © deStrazzi & du

The invention of .gunpowder totally changed the D- d’Albe edit.
manner of fighting, and confequently the military & 12 Haye,
PO .o g q y 1ta y 1740. tom. 4.
difcipline of all Europe. The Spaniards were the difc. 4. & tom,
firt who armed part of their foot with mufkets 1o.dif. 8g.
and harquebuzes, and mixed them with the pikes:
In this they were foon imitated by moft other na- Certain difcour-
tions ; though the Englith had not intirely laid afide feswritten by fir-
their favourite weapon .the long-bow, and generally JohnSmith, Ke.
taken to the ufe of fire-arms, during the reign of :-g;’;";"egfgge
. . Cts
queen Elizabeth. of diversfortsof
The firft mufkets were very heavy, and could weapons, &c..
not be fired without-a reft ; (3) they had matchlocks, Pprinted atLon-
-and barrels of a wide bore, that carried a large ball, don, 1590,
' and

[ ————

(3) The old Erglith writers call thofe large mufkets calivers;.

e harquebuze was a lighter piece, . that could be fired without a e
reft. ‘The matchlock was.fired by a match, fixed by a kind of -
tengs-in the ferpentine or cock, which, by pulling the trigger, .
was broyght down with great quicknefs, upon the priming in the-

n; over which there avas a {liding coves, which was drawn back.
G‘hand, juft at the time-of firing. There was.-a great deal of -
ncety and care required to fit the match properly to the cock, o,
& to - come down-exaétly.true on the priming, to blow the athes
from the coal, and to guard the.pan from the fparks that fell from-
it; a great-deal of time was alfo loft, in taking it out of the cock,,
and recurning it between the fingers of the left-hand, every time -
that the piece was fired; and wet weather often rendered the matches-.
ulelefs. - However, moft writers allow (and fome old officers that-
we have known, who remembered ‘matchlocks being ftill in ufe,.
have confirmed -it) that they were very fure, and lefs apt to mifs"
fire than the firelock ; which feems fearcely credible ; thoogh one.
may fuppefe, that the firelocks at firlt were not fo well made as.
they are now. The firelock is fa called, from producing fire of
itf:{f,}byv the allion of the flint apd fleel. The moft: anticnt:

ma .
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and ¢harge of powder, and did execution at a- great
Hiftt. de lamil. diftance. The mufketeers on a march carried only
Franc. ‘°‘:‘é I-their refts and ammunition, and had boys to bear
P- 335> 33% their mufkets after them, for which they were allow-
A brief di-ed great additional pay. They were very flow in
courfeconcern-loading, not only by reafon of the unwieldinefs of
ing the force : the
and effet of all
manual  wea-

f fire, b ' . . . .
ﬁ):r;;h. char}: invention of this fort is the wheelock, which we find mentioned

; jer. in Luigi Collados’s treatiie of Artillery, printed at Venice 1586,
g;;li’ estoiif;r as thex% lately invented in Germany. This fort of lock was :Elfed
plus  oultre , till within thefe hundred years, efpecially for piftols, and carbines.
printed at Lon- 1t was compofed of afolid ftcel wheel, with an a{(is, to which was.
don in quarto, faftened a chain, which, by being wound roun!:l 1t,“dr¢_aw up a very
without date, a ftrong fpring; on pulling the trigger, the fpring, acting, whirled
black letter. p. the wheel about with great velocity; and the friction of the edge
4 of it (which was a little notched) againft the ftone, produced the
fire: the cock was made fo, as to bring the ftone upon the edge of
the wheel, part of which was in the pan, and touched the pri-
ming : they ufed any common hard pebble for that purpofe, which
ferved as well as a flint. Thefe locks were inconvenient, took
time to wind up, (or fpan .as they termed it:) and fometimes
would not go off; an inftance of which may be feen, in Lud-
low’s account of his defence of Wardour-Catftle. vide Ludlow’s
memoirs, Lend. edit. fol. 1751, p. 35. When the firelock, fuch
as we now ufe, was invented, we cannot afcertain. It is called, .
by writers of about the middle of the laft century, a’ fnaphane,
or fnaphance ; which, being the Dutch word for a firelock, feems
to indicate, that it is a Dutch invention, and that we took it
from them : but Ward, in his Animadverfions of War, printed in
1639, p. 502, after defcribing the exercife of the firelock-piftol,
and carbine, (by which he means the wheelock) fays, that as
moft of our pieces go with Englifh locks, which differ from fire-
locks, he fhall add the method of handling them; and then
gives the exercife of the fnaphane carbine; by which it appears,
that there was little or no difference between that and the pieces
now in ufe. 'The more moderh writers call it a fufee, from the
French word fufil; whence the name of fuzileers is ftill conti-
nued to feveral of our regiments, which were the firft that were
armed with them, on the difufe of matchlocks. We thought
this little digreflion would not be difagreeable to our readers, as
it explains fome paflages in our writers, that perhaps may not be
generally fo well underftood at prefent.
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the pieces, and becaufe they carried the powder.
and balls feparate, but from the time it took to
prepare and adjuft the match ; fo that their fire was
not near fo brifk as ours is now. Afterwards
a lighter kind of matchlock mufket came into
ufe, (4.) and they carried their ammunition in
bandeliers, which were broad belts that came
over the fhoulder, to which were hung feveral
little cafes of wood covered with leather, each
containing a charge of powder; the balls they car-
ried loofe in a pouch ; and they had alfo a priming
horn hanging by their fide (5.). Matchlocks were,
aboutthe beginning of this century, univerfally difufed Hif. de 1a mil..

in Europe, and the troops were armed with firelocks ; Fr-volii.p420,.
to 21» 22, 20.

.

(4) They ufed the mufket and reft in England, fo late as the
beginning of the civil wars : as may be fecn in lieutenant-colo-
nel Bariffe’s young artillery-man; a book compofed for the in-
ftrution of the militia of the city of London, and addrefled to
Serjeant-Major-General Philip Skippon, and the reft of the of-
ficers of the trained-bands, printed at London 1643. There
are fome curious things in it, particularly a letter of Lord Vif-
count Wimbeldon’sin 1637, to the artillery company, torecom-
mend the pra&ifing of a new excrcife, of the mufket and half-
pike together; which we do not remember to have feen men-
tioned in any other book ; and which has a great refemblance
to the manner of arming the foldiers, which Marechal Saxe re-
commends, chap. 2d: of his Reveries..

(5) We muft here obferve,. that the foldiers, in a&ion, put the
bullets in their mouths, in order to have them more ready to
drop into the piece, after they had charged with powder out of
the horn, or bandelier: and we frequently find it ftipulated in
capitulations, when a garrifon is to be allowed all the honours of
war, that they are to march out with matches lighted, ballin the
mouth, &c. that is to fay, in a complete warlike pofture, ready
to defend themfelves : and not like vanquithed men: and this
expreflion has been continued as 2 common form in capitulations,
till within a few years, if yet totally difufed; though of no
meaning according to the prefent forms of difcipline.
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' VidePuyfegur. to which much about the fame time, the bayonet be-

Folard.M.Saxe i added, pikes alfo were laid afide. Which lattet

gfufgfdurgfi:t_ change, whether it was for the better or not, is a

_cois en tattiq. point that ftill admits of difpute amongft the beft

ou la phalange military writers; who are divided in their opinions
- coupéeetdoub- zhoy¢ it, though meft of them difapprove of it.

iéelio “ectades  When the ufe of fire-arms began to be generally -

. . .ala R .

.findu tom. 2z, eftablithed, the neceflity of a great regularity and

-uniformity, in the manner of ufing thefe arms, be-

-came apparent: it was foon difcovered, that thofe

troops which could make the briskeft fire, and fuftain

it longeft, had a great fuperiority over others lefs

‘expert : and likewife, that the efficacy and power

* ™ of fire did not-confit in random and fcattering

hots, made without order ; butin the fire of a body

-of men at once, and that properly timed and dire@-

‘ed. Tt was therefore neceffary to exercife the troops

;in loading quick, and firing together by the word of .

.command: but as the aukwardnefs, carelefsnefs, and

-rafhnefs, of young foldiers, (if left to themfelves)

muft occafion frequent accidents ; and caufe the lofs

-of many of their own party, by the unskilful man-

ner of ufing their fire-arms, efpecially in the hurry of

an engagement ; it became a matter of indifpenfable

neceflity to teach foldiers an uniform method of per-

forming each aétion that was to be done with the

musket ; that they might all do it-in the moft expe-

.ditious and fafe manner. In.order to effe&t this, it

was neceffary to analyfe and reduce the compound

‘motion of each actien into the feveral fimple mo-

tions that it was compofed of: this made each action

-eafier to be learned and remembered; and by teach-

ing the foldiers to perform the fimple motions in the

fame manner, and in the fame time, making a paufe

‘between each, it rendered them exa& in the perform-

ance of the whole action, This is the erigin of

what

~
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‘what is called the Manual Exercife ; which, when it
was once invented, (befides the real utility of ir)
made troops to fhew to fuch advantage, and their mo-
tions appear fo regular and beautiful, that it foon
was copied by other nations, and came into general ufe,
T'he Spaniards were moft probably the inventors of it,
as they were the firft who made ufe of mufkets, and
their infantry was.at that time the beft in Europe. .
Even the French, who are {o ready, upon the flighteft Brantom.eleg.
grounds, to put in their claim for the honour of all ufe- d"?ﬂd“A“’e‘?‘
ful inventions and improvements, acquiefce in this ; “ ">t 0%%k
and own, that they learned the ufe of the mufket from i mil Fran.
the Spaniards; and that they they never had any regu- vol.1.p.277.
lar difcipline, or exercife, till they took it from the =
Dutch; whofe army in Flanders was at that time the
great fchool, where all who had a defire to attain mili-
tary knowledge, went tolearn itunder Prince Maurice of
Naffau, who is frequently ftiled, by the military writers
.of histime, the reviver of the difcipline of the ancients;
and whofe continual wars with the Spaniards had en-
abled him to improve upon, and furpafs his mafters.
He was indeed, for.many years, in almoft unrivailed
poffeflion of the reputation of being the greateft com-
mander in Europe;. but was at laft, in fome degree,
eclipfed by the great Guftavus Adolphus, whofe ex-
ploits were more brilliant, and fucceflfes more rapid,
than thofe of Maurice; who always was a cautious and
prudent, rather than a bold and enterprizing general.
Guftavus was, undoubtedly, a very great matter of all
the branches of military knowledge, efpecially of tac- po1arq ¢raics
ticks ; in which he ftruck out many things entirely new, delacolonne.
atleaft to the moderns. An ingenious French author
has drawn a parallel between him and Epaminondas: it Ijto S pro-
is indeed remarkable, that theyeach ot them invented JFrancois re,:e
new methods of drawing up their armices, founded on tadiq.p.12;.
the fame principles in attacks: that they each of them

Partl, C ap-
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appeared at the head of a people till then obfcure, and of
no great eftimation in military affairs; which, under
their condudt, attained, almoft at once, to the higheft
degree of reputation: that they each fought two re-
markable battles, againft warlike nations, and veteran
troops, in which they were victorious: and that each
perifhed in the laft. Indeed the Thebans, after the
death of Epaminondas, foon funk into their primitive
obfcurity; but the Swedes, after the lofs of Guftavus,
maintained their reputation for valour and difcipline,
for many years, under Kniphaufen, Torftenfon, Banier,
Duke Bernard of Weimar, and other generals : which
plainly thews, that, during the fhort time Guftavus
lived, he had formed many excellent officers : and
that, had he not been fo unfortunately killed at
Lutzen, he probably would have eftablithed a (6) dif-
cipline much fuperior to any that had been, fince
the time of the Greeks and ‘Romans. After his
death, the Dutch exercife and difcipline again be-
came the (%) pattern for all Europe to follow, and con-

' o : tinued

-

(6) The Swedes appear to have been the firft that pradlifed firing
by two or three ranks at a time ; as Hudibras has it :
When over one arothers’s heads,
They charge three ranks at orce like Swedes. .
- As may be feen in Sir Robert Monro’s memoirs, and Bariffe’s

i

‘young artillery-man, &c. The fiing by platoons is gererally faid

to be a Dutch invention, though the lite of Guftavus Adolphus,
lately publithed, gives it to that monarch. We have looked into
Sir Robert Monro’s book; and fome others that treat expreily
of military affairs, and of the Swedith difcipline in particular ; and
cannot find the leaft reafon for acquiefcing in that opinion, but rather
the contrary ; and we cannot help thicking, that the author con-
founds Guftavus’s method, of pofting platoons of mufketeers amongit
his cavalry, with the platoon firing by batalion, which are things
totally different from one another.

(#) Lewis the XIVth, in 1662, employed Monf. Martinet to re-
gulate and difcipline his infantry, after the Dutch manner. He was
firt
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tinucg o till within thefe few years; that the amazing

vi€tories and fuccefles of the Pruffians have excited
the attention and admiration cf all naticns 3 and put
them upon endeavouring to learn and imitate that
wonderful military eftablithment, and difcipline,

which has enabled the great Pxedenck the 11d, the
prodigy of our’ age, to perform fuch amazing ex-
“ploits, as have a]rcady, whatever may bs his futare

deftiny, given him a title to the higheft rank, among
the moft fublime milizary m’mufcs, and greateft ge>
nerals that the world has produced

This alteration and improvement of the Prufiiin
difcipline was originally the work of his father, Fre-
derick William Ift King of Pruflia; whole charalter
and actions, delineated by a mafterly and impartial
hand, would compofe a work equally curious and en-

_tertaining. 'We fhould there behold a prince, who

might properly be called military mad, without any real
military genius ; fcrupuloufly attached and bigotted to
the minuteft formalmes, and we may fay foppenes, of
the regimental detail and parade ; but never thewing
any ﬁcrns of his being mafter of the great operations
of war, or the fubhme parts of nnhtary fcicnee @ in
fhort, much fitter to be a drill ferjeant, or adjutant,
than a king, or a general.  Who, though truly reli-

. gious, and in mott inftances a man of rigid virtue

and ftri¢t morality ; yet, from his immoderate fond-
nefs for troops, joined to the aufterity and violence
C2 of

 firlt lieutenant-colonel, and afterwards colonel of the regiment dua

Roi, or the King’s own regiment ; which was then the pattern. He
was killed at the fiege of Doefburg, in 1672. His name is become,
among our military gentlemen, a term of fneer and reproach, too
often applied to fuch officers as fhame the reft of their corps, by being
more afliduous and exac in the performance of their duty, than fuits
with the levity of the young, or the indolence of the old ones.

b 3.4
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of his.temper, acted like 2 meer tyrant, and govern»
ed his family, and fubjeéts, with the ftern harfhnefs
and barbarity of a Muley Ifhmael. (8) Indeed, the
force and prevalency of an European education, and
manners, had fo far an influence upon him, as to pre-
vent his being as bloody : but he exerted the natural
roughunefs, and unfeclingnefs of his difpofition, in
breaking his troops to an obedience, and feverity of
difcipline, unheard of before in Europe ; which tranf{-
formed men into meer machines, moved and atuated
folely by the will and command of their officers ; and
which a man, of 2 milder and more humane turn,
could not have artempted to have eftablithed : a flave
in Turky being in a ftate of much lefs conftraint,
and fervile fubordination, than that of his foldiers, or
even of his officers. His paffion for tall men was
extravagant, beyond belief ; and, to recruit his great:
ufelefs regiment of giants, he fpared no expence, al-
though covetous to excefs, in his own difpofition ;:
nor in order to inveigle, or even kidnap a tall man,

' ' : - did-

(8) As Peter the Great, Emperor of Ruflia, condemned his fon to-
death, becaufe he could by no means make him apply himfelf to any
thing that was liberal, or befitting a prince ; nor wean him from his-
attachment to the old barbarous cuftoms and manners of the Ruffians
fo Frederick William was very near doing the fame by that prince
who now makes the moft brilliant figure in Europe, only becaufe he
detefted guzzling beer, and fmoaking tobacco : the great and only-
pleafures of his father’s court ; which for elegance of manners, and
tafte of converfation, was juft on a level with a common guard-room;-
but, on the contrary, had a confirmed tafte and attachment to litera-
ture, the fciences, and polite arts; and had formed a fcheme of re-

_ tiring into fome country, where he might have been at liberty to in-

dulge his philofophical difpofition.’ " The ftrong interceffion, and re-
prefentations of the Emperor, and other Princes, did indeed pre-
vent matters from being carried to that extremity ; but his confidant,
the unhappy Katte, who was privy to his defigns, fuffered death ;.

being beheaded under his window, and he obliged to be a fpectator-
of the cruel fate of his friend, -
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did his officers ftick at fraud, perfidy, or the groffeft
violations of the laws of fociety, and of nations;
which he always connived at, and oftentimes avoved.
His whole country was one great garrifon; every
man, who was handfome, and had a fine perfon, was pruffian regu-
compelled to ferve; even children were enlifted from lations,chap.
their birth, and their parents were accountable for them §-art-3.chap.
to the regiment to which they were allotted : in fhort, %34
every thing was made fubfervient to the military ex-
travagance of the monarch, without the leaft regard
- to juilice, or humanity. But as his troops were to
him meerly what dolls are to children, or ornamental
china to the ladies; not for ufe, but amufement or
parade; and his whole pleafure and employment was
the adjufting their drefs and accoutrements, which he
would do with his own hands, and the exercifinrg and
reviewing them; he never chofe to expofe them to
the dangers or fatigues of war; perhaps indeed, in
fome meafure, for fear they thould all defert. (9) All
this added to the particularity, and even finicalnefs of
- their

»

(9) Hehad often difputes and quarrels with his neighbours ;
many of which were on account of the outrages committed by
1s secruiters, who feized tall men by force, wherever they could
find them ; in which he did little more than bully; publithing
. !etters, manifeftoes, and refcripts; reviewing his troops, draw-
Ing out his artillery, and making a great parade of his prepara--
tions for war, without ever coming to aition. Not even in the:
. affair of the cruel perfecution of the Proteftants at Thorn, in Po-
land: which, one would have imagined, muft have irritated,
beyond all meafure, a Prince like him ; (who, befides the natu-
1l violence of his temper, was quite a zealot in his religion ;)
and have engaged him to purfue immediately the moft vigorous.
meafures, for obtaining a fignal .fatisfation, and redrefling the
Wrong's of his perfecuted brethren; efpecially as he did not want
E"Wef to force the Poles to fubmit to any terms, that he would
2ve Impofed on them; the King of England, George the Firft,.
as EleCtoyr of Hanover, and the Prince of Hefle, having- offered:
tojoin him with confiderable forces for that purpofe..

Vo
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‘their drefs and appearance, (10) caufed them, in his
life-time, to be locked upen as mcer puppets, fit only
for thow, but which could ke of no ufe, cr fervice,
in real action; and they, and their difcipline, were
in general the fubjet of ridicule, amongft the milita-
ry men of other nations. But, when Frederick the 11d.
fucceeded to the crown of Pruffia, his penetrating
genius quickly diftinguifhed and retrenched all that
was trifling, ard ufelefs, from what was of real uti-
lity ; and fenfible of the advantages, which that
ftri¢tnefs of difcipline, and exat obedience, to which
his troops were broksn, and habituated, gave him
he did not fear attacking, with his then raw and un-
Traité des le- €xperienced forces, the rough old warriors of the
gionsduM.de houfe of  Auftria; and foon convinced them, at the
Saxe ouvrage hageles of Molwitz, Freydberg, and on many other

g’;;];u?; 3 ¢ occafions, that what is abfurd and contemptible, in
’ , , the
p- 3

(10) Frederic William, befides his paffion for tall men, kad a
very great fondnefs for bread faces; in order, therefore, that his
" foldiers might appear to the utmoft advantage, in thofe two points,
and not without a view to ccconomy, he caufed their coats to be
made fo very fhort, thatthey barely reached half-way down their
thighs; and fo fcanty in the body and fleeves, that they could
fcarce put them on: their breeches reached fcarcely down to their
knees; and their hats were fo fmall, as hardly to cover their heads,
fo that they were forced to have a contrivance to pin them on,
for fear of their falling off when they were exercifing. Their
hair was all queued back, and powdered, with only one or two
fmall curls on each fide of the face; to this was added fquare-
toed fhoes, with high heels; a long fword, with a broad blade,
worn very high upon the hip ; and white gaiters, which, as well
as the waiftcoat and ‘breeches, (that werc generally white alfo )
were continually chalked to keep them clean; for the leaft fpeck
of dirt on any of them was punifhed with the utmoft feverity.
This appeared the more extraordinary, as, .at that time, the pre-
vailing gfhion of drefs was every-where totally different: and
being added to a fort of uprightnefs, and ftiffnefs in their air and
mozions, that was peculiar to themfelves, made them really have
very much the appearance of puppets.
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" ners taken, and all the marks of a total defeat (11).

INTRODUCTION.
the hands of a little genius, becomes great and for-
midable, "in thofe of a prince of fublime underftand-
ing, and fuperior talents. And as the author of the

memoirs of the houfe of Brandenbourz, (who is

generally fuppofed to be the king himfclla) obferves,

that, though the eager defire of the eletor Frederick
the IIid. for the title of king, and the extraordinary
pains which he took to get it conferred upon him by
the emperor, were in him only the efte¢t of his vio-
lent fondnefs for ftate and pre-eminence ; and pro-
ceeded meerly from a puerile and ridicglous vanity:
yet, that the acquifition of the royalty has been, in
procefs of time, of the greateft advantage to the houfe
of Brandenbourg, by exciting and enabling it to
throw off the dependence and fubjeétion, in which it
was to the houfe of Auftria. So we may add, that
the extravagant paflion of Frederick William for
troops, and for all kind of military difcipline and
parade ; and the excefs he carried it to, though it de-
fervedly expofed him to contempt and ridicule, did,
in a great meafure, lay the foundation for the glorious
victories and immortal fame of his fon. The ex-
cellency of the difcipline of the Pruffians cannot be
better proved, than by this, thar, though fometimes
repulfed and defeated, they never have becn routed,
nor put to flight: whereas their adverfaries, when-
ever they have loft a battle againft them, have been
been beaten moft completely, with the lofs of can-
non, ammunition, and baggage, numbers of prifo-

But

(11) Xenophon, in his treatife of the Lacedemonian common-
wealth, (after {peaking highly of their military fkill and dici-
pline) fays, that what he had already mentioned, was eafy to
comprehend; but that how the Spartans fhould be able, even

» ) © aften

Xxiil
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But it is not our bufinefs here to expatiate upon the
excellency and fuperiority of the Pruffian military
eftablithment and difcipline : our intent being now
to treat, chiefly, of the manual exercife; in which al-
fo Frederick William made great alterations and im-
provements ;. not only with refpcct to elegance, but
likewife' to ufe. In order to judge of which, it is
neceflary to take a view of the old manual exercife ;
.and to recal to mind, what we have before obferved,
that formerly they ufed large and heavy mufkets

. with matchlocks; and ‘carried the powder in leather

cales, or bandeliers, which hung by a fhoulder-belt,
all down the breaft of the foldier ; holding the'match
lighted at both ends, between the fingers of the left-

Puylegur art. hand.  This rendered it abfolutely neceflfary to ex-

de’la guerre tend the arms, and keep the piece at a diftance from

part. L.chap. the body, for fear of any accidents of firing their own

7.art.2.chap

1.

Puyfegur
ibid.

“charges, which fometimes happened; and, as their

mufkets were very heavy, they were forced into vio- .
Jent and conftrained attitudes, in order to be able to

exert their ftrength, and perform the motions: for
this reafon, they could not exercife but at open order,
with the interval of three feet between each foldier.
But when matchlocks were laid afide, and the troops
armed with firelocks, which were much lighter; thefe
wide motions became unneceflary; and it was the
more abfurd to retain them, becaufe, in ation, it is

neceffary:to be in clofe order; and confequently the

motions which the foldier was taught to perform in
the manual exercife, became Impracticable, at leaft
S - in

after being putin diforder, to maintain their ground againfta com-
mon enemy, was noi eafily to be underftood, but by thofe who

had been trained up under the laws of Lycurgus. This is fo ap-

plicable to the Pruffians (who may be called the Spartans of our
cays) that we could ngt forbear taking netice of it.
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in a great meafure, in real fervice. Many likewile
of the motions were quite ufelefs, ferving only forpa.
rade and fhow; and moft of the actions were perform-
ed in a round-about way : whereas the ufe and intent
of the manual exercife being to teach the foldier,
how to execute, in the beft and moft expeditious man-
ner, all that is neceffary to be done with the firelock ;
there cannot be too much attention given, to go the
- fhorteft-way to work ; and to do every aétion, with
as few motions as poffible; and that more particular-
ly, in the firing and loading part; in which the old Puyfegur
excrcife was remarkably tedious, and full of ufclels prem. part.
motions and attitudes. However, fuch is the at- hap-z-3ri 4
tachment, which men have for old cuftoms, and for
what they have been long ufed to, although the rea-
fons for them fubfift no longer, and they are become.
abfurd and ridiculous; that it is not till within a ve-
ry few years, that this old exercife has been laid afide
in England, and othernations: and, even then, againft
the opinion of many old officers; who infifted upon
it, that thofe conftrained attitudes, and forced mo-
- dons, which (now that our eyes begin to be difufed
to them) would appear grotefque and caricatures,
were graceful, ftately, and fthewed a fine exertion of
ftrength. o

The late King of Pruffia, then, was the firft who
altered the motions of the manual exercife, caufing
them to be performed clofe to the body : by this al-
teration, his troops could go through all the exercife, s
with their files in clofe order, in the fame manner, as
in real attion; and their motions being done with
great quicknefs and life, allowing good time between
each, and with the greateft harmony and uniformity
imaginable; a whole battalion appeared as one bo-
dy, moved by a fpring; which Ylad a furprizingly
fine effet. But the part of the exercife that he moft

Part L D © improved,
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improved, was the firing and loading ; which ‘he
greatly fhortened, retrenching or changing all fuch
motions, as were not abfolutely neceffary, and, at the
fame time, the fhorteft and quickeft poffible. He
alfo introduced the ufe of iron ramrods, fecured from
falling out, by a fpring in the tail-pipe ; which, be-
not being liable to be broken, by their weight ren-
dered the ramming down the charge much eafier,
and mere certain. - By thefe means, he taught his
troops to fire -with a quicknels, that no one could
have conceived poffible to be attained to; not lefs
than five or fix times in a minute.. He likewife im-
proved their method of marching, bringing it, as it
were, to a mufical time and cadence; by which he
enabled them to perform their wheclings, and evolu-
tions, with a celerity and accuracy, that was till then
unknown. In fhort, as his'whole life was fpent in
this fort of ftudy, (which was indeed the only one
that he encouraged, or even countenanced;) and the
thouzhts and converfation of his court, and officers,
turned, on nothing elfe; and every body who could
hint at any new improvement, either for ufe, or ele-

-gance, was fure of making his court agreeably to the

monarch ; itis no wonder, that he fucceeded fo well,
and that the Pruffian exercife is fo much admired,
as to have been, in fome meafure, copied by moft
pations; though almoft every one has added to, or
altered it in fome points. 'We mutft be lefs furprized
at this, when we confider, that the fir compofer of
it had nothing fo much at heart, as to make his
troops fhow to advantage, and make a figure an

‘a parade; and therefore often attended more to

the brilliant effe® of a motion, though difficult,
than to eafe and fhortnefs: and indeed there are
many parts of the Pruffian exercife, (fuch as, for

-inftance, the planting the feet ftrong whenever they

move
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move them;) which, if net performed with that perfect -

unity, and exatnefs of time, that the Pruflians ob-

ferve, and which no other troops perhaps in the °*

world have attained to, have a very bad effet, and

are deformities, rather than beauties. For this rea-

fon, every nation has compofed an exercife of its own,

taken in fome meafure from that of the Pruffians;

but varied and altered, according to the different

opinions and judgment of thofe efficers, who have

had the diretion of it in each country. The King

of France, fome years ago, caufed feveral of his

principal officers to compofe every one an exercife;

and to teach it to a detachment of his traops, allotted

to each for that purpef; and the late Marechal Saxe Traité des Je.
-was commiffioned to review th= feveral detachments, ﬁl:gs du M.
and to give his opinion, which deferved the prefer- go- axe. pig:
ence: he feems to have given it to that, which was

moft like the Pruffian ; but whether any one in par- Efpagnacefiai
-~ ticular was chofen, or a new one compofed out of all fur la fcience
of them, does not appear; for there are two ordi- de la guerre,
nances of the King, one of 1750, the other of 1755, g0 2 P 7
direGting the manner of exercifing, with explanati- 5., 4 P
ons; but they are very different from one another, and

neither of them much like the Pruflian. We alfo in

England, about 17547, had a new manual exercife,
intreduced among the troops;, which is now general-

ly followed, and called Pruffian; but refembles it

only, in the clofenefs of the motions, and in the .

firing and loading part being fhortened, and rendered

capable of being performed much quicker, than in

the old exercife.. We mention this, in order tq ob-

ferve, that fince neither in the affair of exercife, no

more than in maft others, men will unite in epinion,

and determine generally which way is the beft; and

our officets, as well as thofe of other nations, have

thought fit to make alterations, and vary from the

D2 - Pruflian
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Pruffian exercife, which, for many reafons beforemen-
tioned, one would imagine ought naturally to- have .
been the moft perfe&; we allo have the fame right to
deviate from the prefent exercife of our regular troops,
if it fhall appear (as we flatter ourfelves it will do) that
we have, without omitting any thing effential or ufeful,
confiderably abridged it, and rendered it eafier to be
learned and performed. Which, in an exercife defigned
for the militia, is a point of great importance ; as we
have it to teach men who are in general incapable of
much attention, entirely unufed to arms, aukward,
and many of them grown ftiff with age and hard la-
bour; and but a very few days in a year allowed us
for that purpofe. ‘

Botée, a French officer, who is generally efteemed
a good author, has, in his Etudes Militaires, given
fome general rules with refpe& to the compofition of

‘an exercife ; which are fo very plain and rational,

that we think it will not be improper to infert them
here, as being the beft that we have met with, and
to which we have endeavoured to conform.

Rule 1ft. An exercife ought to teach the foldier
how to ufe his arms, upon all occafions whatever,
with grace, quicknefs, and uniformity. :

2d. It ought therefore to include, not only every

-altion neceffary to be performed in a day of battle,

but alfo all fuch as may be ufeful on any other occa-
fion or duty. . ‘

gd. All ufelefs motions, and needlefs repetitions
of fuch as are ufeful, ought to be retrenched, with-
out any regard to fthow ; as; alfo all motions which

.are either tedious, or attended with: inconvenience or

danger in the performance.

‘tha :
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4th. The origin of the feveral parts of the exer-
cife is not to be confidered, but oaly the being uf:ful
or not. (12) : ©. .
5th. Each complzte action ought to have its par-
ticular word of command.
6th. Each word of command ought to be execu-
ted in one or more motions, which fhould be capable
of being performed in equal time, and clearly diftin-
guifhed in the explanation and in the performance. ,
7th. When an action is too much compounded to Vide the note
be capable of being performed in four or five motions o0 explana-
only, it ought to be divided into two or more words ;> ' ofthe
~ of command, not to over-burthen the memory and cif:“ cxere
attention of the foldier, which generally is but very
moderate.
Thefe are the rules given by Botée ; to which we
“fhall add two or three more, which are indeed only
corollaries from the preceding.- :
“1ft. To go the fhorteft way to work, and with the
feweft motions poffible, in the performance of every
- action. : ,
2d. When different a&ions can be performed by )
fimilar motions, to make ufe of fuch as much as pof-
fible confiftent with the obfervation of other rules, Vide manual .
that the men may have the fewer different motions to €xercife, expl.
learn, and becaufe it adds greatly to the elegance and 9;'% 204 12-
“uniformity of the whole exercife. :3& :';ms.@
3d. As every complete altion ought to have its
particular word of command, fo every word of com- Vide note on

mand ought to imply a complete action. the manual
. 4th. exercife, expl.
11.

' 31 2) He means here, that we are not to be guided by anthority,
and retain parts that are ufelefs, only becaufe fome good officers
:ay ::{e approved and ufed them in the exercifes which they have

op : '
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4th. If an 2&ion, though compounded, be fovery
eafy as to be capable of b:ing performed in the timeg
of one motion; in that cafe, it is beft to make only
ene of it, and pot to analyfe and divide it into many,
which only fatigue the memecry, and are apt to caufe
the men to perform them inaccurately, and in a
flovenly manner; becaufe they do not find any ne-
eeflity or reafon for making any ftop, which, when
the action is compounded encugh to become difficule,
they read:ly do of themfelves. '

The exercife of the officers is, we believe, totally
new, and different from any that has b:ea hitheriq
compofed : as we have fubftirutzed in the manual ex-
ercife the carrying the firelock on the right arm, to
the old manner of carrying it on the left arm, we
have done the fame with regard to the manner of the
officers carrying their fufee; and we cannot help
flattering ourfelves, that the exercife of the officers
will te found eafy and graceful. The arming the
officers with fufecs, inftead of efpontons, may not
perhaps be approved of by fome, who with great
reafon think, that the efponton is an excellent arm

" for an officer, -whofe bufinefs is not to fire himfelf,

Vide Puyfe-

gur art, de la
guerre pr. par.
cap. 11.art. 4.

but to attend to rhe keeping the men in arder, to
make them referve their fire till the word of comr
mand, and to level their pieces well when they pre-
fent. But, whatever force this reafoning may have,
with refpect to a day of battle, it muft be confidered,
that, in all probability, if ag any time the militia
fhould be called out into actual fervice, the greateft
part of their duty would confift in efcorts, detach-
ments, parties for difcovery, or to harrafs the enemy,
and fuch kind of fervice, which would render the
fufee a weapon much more eligible for the officers .
than the efponton: and, perhaps, it might not be

judged
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judged improper to arm the ferjeants with thé fite-
lock and bayonet, iaftead of the halb°rd on fuch an
occafion.

‘We do not doubt but we fhall havc many critics ;
fuch of them as examine our exercife, only with a
view of correting real defets, and offering im-
provements, we efteem and honour, and fhall be
glad of being taught fomething better, fhorter, or
more elegant, than what we have been able to hit off.
But we are apprehenfive that there may be fome who
-will, without examination, condemn and defpife our
performance, becaufe it is not the work of fome old
Joldier; and look on it as a fortof facrilegious touch-
ang the altar, for us to offer our fentunents, and pro-
poie altcrauons, in a matter that is not of our come
petency. In anfwer to this we can only fay, that we
have endeavoured, by reading the beft authors, and
by a careful examination of all the exercifes, both
ancient and modern, that we could come at, to find
out and afcertain what actions were by the beft
judges eftecemed neceflary for foldiers to perform
with the firelock and bayonet; and fuch as have been

- generally adopted, and ufed. by moft nations. The
fettling that point may, perhaps, require fome de-
gree of military knowledge ; but yet not a greater
than may be acquired by obfervation and ftudy, and
often feeing troops exercife. But when once it is
determined what attions are to be performed the
method of dding them, in a graceful, eafy, and
quick manner, ceafes to be a part of knowledge pe-
culiarly military ; and any man, whoe has accuftomed.
himfelf to ufe fire-arms, though only in fporting,
may, by a little confideration and attention to the
firft principles and foundation of exer¢ife, become
capable of judging, which is the fhorteft and readieft
manner of perﬁ:rmmv all the requifite adions. Anc}

I i

- xxxi
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if he is a mafter of the genteel exercifes, particularly
that of fencing, he will be a much better judge of
the propriety of any motion or attitude ( whether
with regard. to eafe and grace, or its ufe in offence
or defence) than the generality of the old military
gentlemen; whoe, from being long habituated to cer-
tain motions and pofitions which they have for many
years been taught to confider as effential parts of the
exercife, cannot eafily bring their eyes or minds to
judge impartially when any thing new is propofed ;
nor can they find that facility in the pratice of"
new motions, however fimple and eafy they may
be, as they do in that of much more complicated
ones, which long habit and pratice have rendered
familiar, and, as it were, natural to them. Whereas
younger men, who are not attached to any one me-
thod in particular, have their eyes and minds quite
unprejudiced; and, by the a&ivity of their body, and
fupplenefs of their joints, are capable of trying, with
eafe, all the various motions and attitudes that are
to be met with in the different exercifes, and of com-
paring them one with another, in order to fele¢t fuch
as are readieft, eafieft, and moft graceful, for the per-

formance of the feveral ations required to be done.
We have now given a fketch of the origin, fuc-
ceflive changes, and general ufe of the manual ex-
ercife, and of the principles on which it is founded ;
and, though we have already much exceeded the ufual
length of a preface, we hope that our readers will
excufe us; the fubject being fo copious, that we were
much more embarraffed what to reje@ and omit,
without being deficient in our plan, than at a lofs to

find more matter that would have been both curious
and inftrudtive. 'We were alfo willing to fay enough
to guard againft an error, which fome .gentlemen
have fallen into, who imagine, that all the military
B exercile
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exercife is a meer ‘matter of fhow and parade, and
of little or no ufe in aétion; while others, on the
contrary, lay too much ftrefs upon it; and even
fome military men are apt to think, when they have
made themfelves mafters of the exercife, and the
common detail of regimental duty, that they are
become complete officers, and ceafe all farther ftudy

Xxxiil

and application. But though, as Marechal Saxe Traité des
obferves, the exercife of troops is a very effential legions.

point, and the perfet knowledge of it is the firft

foundation for making good foldiers and officers,.

yet we muft beg leave to tell them, that they are
then barely got through their grammar, and have
learned only the very firft rudiments of military
knowlédge ; being but juft enabled to look forward,
and to attempt entering into the vaft and unbounded
field of military {cience, and the grand operations of
war ; in which the greateft natural genius, accom-
panied with the moft intenfe application and ftudy,
will find fill, to the end of his life, fomething yet
Jeft for him to learn and improve in : there being
as wide a difference between their knowledge, and that

of a Hannibal, a Scipio, a Turenne, a Marlborough, .

or a Frederick the Ild of Pruffia, as between the ma-

thematical knowledge of a common land furveyor, and

that of a Newton, a Mac Laurin, or a Stanhope.
‘What we haye been faying of the extenfivenefs of

military {cience, and the difficulty of attaining to a-

high degree of perfection in it, ought not, however,
to difcourage country gentlemen from applying them-

felves to the knowledge of military affairs, and ferving

as officers in the militia. Military fcience, and the
military art, (13) are things very different and di-
Part L. E ftinct

* (13) We are confcious, that, in ufing the words Science and

Art of war, in the fenfe in which the French writers do Science &-
Metier:
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ftin@ from one another. The former comprehends
the great operations of war, and the bufinefs of a
general,or commander in chief 3 in which there is
infinite variety, and room for genius and invention
to excrt themfelves. The latter confifts in the know-
ledge of the fubaltern parts; fuch as the exercife,
the evolutions, and the general eftablifhed difci-
pline and detail of fervice, which admit of little
variation, and are founded on certain fixed and per-
manent rules and principles, that are far from being
difficult either to be comprehended or remembered.
And we will venture to affert, that fo much military
knowledge, as is fufficient to enable a gentleman to
go through the common courfe of duty, and be what
is called a good battalion officer (which is all that is
required of the militia officers who are never to com-
mand in chief) may be acquired by any man of a to-
lerable underftanding, who will beftow a little pains
and application upon it, in half a year, as well as in
half a century, notwithftanding the great myftery
fome military pedants would make of it; for pedants
there are of all profeffions ; and moft commonly they
are fuch as, having very little real and folid know-
ledge, want to pafs for perfons of great ability and
importance. Thefe gentlemen affe, in a fupercilious,
dogmatical manner, on all occafions, to cry down and
vilify the militia ; reprefenting it as an impoffibility

ever

Metier de la guerre, we lay ourfelves open to criticif, as givin
them a vague, and not firictly proper fignification. We gxoul

not have ventured doing it, in a philofophical work, where the
greateft accuracy and precifion are required, both in the reafoning
and in the ufe of terms. But in this, which is intended only as a
tketch, and rather to give a few hints of what might be faid upon
the fubjed, than as a complete work, we hope that we may be in-

_ dulged in it, efpecially as we fully explain our meaning in the fub- "

fequent lines.
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ever to difcipline and render it ufeful ; and, having
themfelves grovelled on for years in the routine of
the fervice, without ever attaining to a greater degree
of military knowledge than would conftitute a tole-
rable ferjeant, endeavour, by ridicule and all mamner
of abfurd arguments, to difcourage the country gen-
tlemen from acting as militia officers, and entering
upon the ftudy of military affairs; reprefenting it
as infinitely difficult, and perfuading them, that an
- apprenticefhip of many years in the fervice is abfo-
lutely neceffary, to be able to make the lcaft profi-
ciency, or even comprehend the firft rudiments of it:
refembling, in that, the illiterate ignorant monks,
at the time of the revival of learning in Europe,
who difcouraged it to the utmoft of their power, and
even perfecuted the firft reftorers of true tafte and
polite literature ; being confcious, that, if knowledge
and learning were generally diffufed, their own want
of it would be detected and expofed, and they fhould

Iofe that authority and refpect, which they had fo
long enjoyed in eafe and plenty, accompanied with -

profound ignorance and dulnefs.

We the lefs fcruple faying this, as we can at the
fame time with the greateft fatisfattion acknowledge,
that there are many of our military gentlemen, and
fome of them of high rank, who ftudy the fublime
branches of their profeflion with genius and applica-
tion, and, by qualifying themfelves for the higleft
commands, aim at doing their country fervice, and
themfelves honour ; who are far from being defirous
of keeping military knowledge as a fecret, confined
to a particular body of men ; being fenfible, that, the
more it is diffufed, the more judges there will be,
capable of doing juftice to their fuperior merit and
abilities. Thefe gentlemen we have the happinefs of
seckoning amongft the friends and well-wifhers to a

- E 2 militia ;

Xxxxv
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militia; who have all along zealoufly promoted the
eflablithment of it, and do not fcruple publickly to
declare it as their opinion, that it would be of infinite
fervice on any emergency, if properly difciplined’
and that it certainly might be fo, if the gentlemen
of the country would perform their parts, as officers,
with alertnefs and diligence; for, on that, the very
exiftence of a militia muft depend. ‘ :
We are fenfible, that moft of the readers of this
book will be perfons, whofe purfuits and ftudies
have led them to the atrainment of a very different
kind of knowledge from that which we now treat
of ; and that perhaps this is the only book of the
fort, into which they have ever looked. " It is indeed
for fuch that we particularly write: the intent of this
work being to facilitate to the country gentlemen, ds
much as we poffibly can, the performance of their
duty, a$ officers of the militia. Our cafe therefore
is vaftly different from what it would be, if we were
writing for thofe who, having been in fome degree
converfant with military affairs, have already got
a general notion of the exercife and evolutions; with .
fuch, a very few words would be fully fufficient,
to recall to their minds what they have once feen
practifed, to make them comprehend the manner of
executing it, and underftand any variations that are
propofed to be made in the performance. Butin
gentlemen who have never confidered thefe affairs, nor
looked at troops or their manceuvres, with any de-
gree of obfervation or-attention, we muft excite ideas
entirely new, and, being obliged to make ufe of a
danguage and terms to which they have not been ac-
cuftomed, muft explain the eafieft and moft tri-
fling parts and circumftances, with as much care and
accuracy, as thofe of the greateft difficulty and im-
portance ; the more fo,” as we have to inftruét
: : ' them,
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them, not only in the feveral parts of the exercife,
fo as to be able to perform them themfelves; but
Eikewife in the methods of communicating that know-
ledge, when they have attained it, to others who are
quite raw and ignorant, in thofe matters.

For this reafon, in the following pages, we fhall
do our utmoft endeavours to bz as clear and explicit,
as poffible, in all our directions and explanations;
facrificing elegance of expreflion to plainnefs and
perfpicuity ; and we had rather be cenfured for be-
ing diffufe, and full of repetitions and tautology ;
than omit the leaft circumftance, that may be necef-
fary or ufeful to be known and explained. In order
to render that part of our work ftill more intelligible,
we have added prints (engraved after drawings taken
from the life, with the greateft accuracy) of all the
principal motions of the manual exercife; and alfo
plans of the various methods of wheeling, march-
ing, and forming, either feparate companies, or
the whole battalion : and though perhaps thofe who
have already fome {kill in military matters, may
laugh at us for this, and think, thatwe defcend into
details too trifling and minute, explaining things which
every one muft be fuppofed to know; our unlearned
readers will we believe thank us for it: for we cannot
help being of opinion, that it would be much for the
‘benefit of all fcholars, if mafters would recall to mind -
(as we have endeavoured to do) the time of their
‘own ignorance, and their firft beginning to learn the
rudiments of whatever art, or {cience, they profefs
teaching ; and recolle¢t, what were the difficulties,
which they had to encounter, and what moft ftopped
them in their progrefs. They would then perceive,
‘much more clearly and diftinétly, in what manner to af-
fifttheirfcholars, and howtoremoveand explainwhat-

- -ever is moft likely to puzzle and perplex them.
v We
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We cannot deny ourfelves here the pleafure of do-
ing juftice to the corps of militia officers of this
county, to which we have the honour to belong ; and
declaring, that the {pirit and zeal which they fhew,
and the pains that they take, to learn the exercife, and
other parts of their duty, are very extraordinary;
and do them great honour; caufing us to entertain the
moft fanguine hopes, that we fhall be inferior, in order
and difcipline, to no other county in the kingdom ;
though we fincerely with, that we may have many
rivals; and that we may both feel in ourfelves, and
excite in others, that noble fpirit of emulation, which
is productive of the greateft effefts. This we can

- affure the country gentlemen, that much lefs time

and application, than many of them beftow upon their .
fports and trifling amufements, will, if applied to
military affairs, enable them to become excellent mi-
litia officers ; fufficiently qualified to do good fervice,
in.the defence of their laws, liberties, and country,
if ever they fhould be attacked or invaded.
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CONTAINING

THE

Manual Exercife, with Explanations.

THE

Officers Exercife, and Manner of Saluting.

AND THE

Halbert Exercife.



Wotds of Command for the
MANUAL EXERCISE.
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Take Cal’e.'j‘ Motioens.
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No.

Reft
Order
Ground
Takeup
Reft
Shoulder
Sleouider
Secure
rofShoulder
11|Fix your Bayonets.
12|Shoulder..
13|Carry your F irelocks on
your right Arms.
14/Shoulder.
15|Prefent your Arms.
16!Face to the Right.
17|To the Right.
18/ To the Right about.
19|Face to the Left.
20| To the Left.
21{To the Left about.
22|Charge your Bayonets.
23|Recover your Arms."
24|Prime and Load.
2 5{Shoulder.
26/AsFrontRank, make ready
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Motions.
Prefent. = — w——
Fire, . == — —
Shoulder.
As Center rank, make
. ready.
Prefent.
Fire. -
Shoulder.
AsRearRank, make ready.
Prefent.
6|Fire.
~{Shoulder.
Rear Ranks, clofe to the
Front, March,
Make ready.
Prefent.
Fire.” —
Chargeyour Bayonets.
Reeoveryour Arms.
Rear Ranks, take your for-
mer Diftance, == ——
March.
Halt, Front.
Shut your Pans.
shoulder.
Return your Bayonets.
shoulder.
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No. of Motions.

L
THE :

MANUAL EXERCISE.

EVERY foldier muft give the greateft Platez.

attention to the words of command,
remaining perfetly filent and.fteady, not
making the leaft motion with head, body,
feet, or hands, but fuch as fhall be ordered.

not more than 4 inches afunder, the toes
moderately turned out, fhoulders fquare to
the front, and kept back; the body upright,
the breaft prefled forwards, the belly drawn
in, but without bending; the right hand
hanging down on the right fide, the back of
the hand to the front; the firelock carried
on the left fhoulder, the barrel outwards,
the butt in the left hand, two fingers being
under it, the middle finger juft upon the
turn or {well of the butt, and the fore fin-

upright, the butt flat againft the outfide of
the hip-bone, the lock a little turned up,
the guard being juft below the left breaft,
and the piece preffed to the body ; the head
held up and turned a little to the right, ex-
cept the right-hand man, who looks full to
the major or exercifing officer. Great care
muft be taken not to begin a motion, till the
word of command or fignal on the drum
be ended; and then to perform it as quick,
and with as much life as poffible; and to be
very exact in counting a fecond of time, or
one, two, {lowly, between each motion ; and
the major or exercifing officer is to take the

PartI. K {pace

The heels at this time are to be in a line,

ger and thumb above it; the piece almoft -
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Words
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Comd.

Keft ):our
Firelock !

2 Motions |

No. of M.
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The MANUAL
fpace of two feconds, between the end of
‘each motion and his giving the word of
L command or fignal for another; and this
the men are likewife to obferve, when they
exercife by one word of command only (1.

Join your right hand, by fcizin‘g the fire- Phte 3.
lock juft below the lock, at the fame time -
turning it with your left hand, fo that the
lock may be outwards or towards the front;
the piece being almoft right up arid down,
not ftirring it from your fhoulder, only
throwing out the left elbow a little.

Bring the firelock over-againft your right PLy.& .
breaft; turning the barrel inwards; the cock
about a hand’s-breadth above the waift-
belt ; the butt oppofite to the right thigh,
your left hand juft above the feather- fpring,
 the right hand below the lock, holding the
picee flightly, the fingers outwards behind
the guard, the thumb inwards; the fire-
lock clofe to the body, and nearly upright ;
the right elbow thrown a little out],mthe

ecs

.

(1) Staading thouldered, is the firft pofition of a foldier under
arms ; it being the mof graceful and eafy manner of carrying a fire=
lock, either ftanding or marching; and tlrat from which all the other

~altions are to be performed; with the greateft facility and grace.

According to the old exercifes, in this pofition the left hand was
placed upon the butt, inftead of undet jt; which is the Pruffian
manner of carrying arms, and is now generally adopted ; the red-
fon for it was, that formerly the pikes only were forined in clofe
erder to charge, the mufketeers beihg in open order; and, as the
matkens were very heavy, they carried them ajmoft horizontally apon
the fhoulder, keeping the butt down with the left hand, which was
a very eafy and convenient manner of doing it ; but when bayonets
were fubftituted to pikes, and the whole was obliged to be in clofe
oxder for ation; it was neceflary that the arms fhould be carried very

up~
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of
omd.

1L v
Order
your

Firelock!
2 Motions

- No. M.

EXERCISE. 3

knees ftraight, and body prefented well to
the front. (2) -

Incline the muzzle of your firelock a Plate6.
little to the right, finking it with your left
{ hand as low as you can without conftraint,
and feize it at the fame time with your
right hand, clofe to the muzzle, keeping
the right thumb up. ,
2| Drop the butt of the fireleck on the Platey.
ground, juft on the outfide of your right
Fa2 toe,

upright, to prevent clafhing and interfering one with anather ; and’
then the left hand upon the butt was found not only an uneafy pofi-

tion, but the men fcarce ever carried their arms upright and:even 5

which they do with eafe in this new manner.

(2) The reft, is the pofition of a foldier prepared for immediate
ation ; there being on!‘y the motion of cocking to be done, in orderto
make ready. In the old mufket exercife, the mufket was then placed
on the reft, readyto prefent and fire from thence; and the fame word
of command is &ill contirued, Re¢f your firelock! though refts are
no longer ufed. This pofition has by univerfal agreement been al-
ways efteemed an attitade of military compliment ; arifing perhaps
from the old cuftom of the foldiers receiving perfons of diftin&ion,
to whom they would dohonour, with irregular vo’sof their mutkets,
dike a Feu-de joye, or running fire ; which they alfo pratifed at re-
views and on all occafions of parade.*

We muft obferve here, that the army performs this a&ion, in'three
motions ; we have redaced it to two, as we could fee no reafon why
any diftin®ion fhould be made between a reft and a recover; nor any
ufe or grace in the turning on the heels a half face to the right at the
shird motion: and ¢o thofe who defend any additional ufelefs motions,
by faying that ferve to fet off and thow the men more to advan-
:E::, we fhall anfwer, that there are certain parts of the exercife,

ich are moft #ffential, and of the greateft importance in real fer-
wvice, fuch as the marching, wheeling, and the firings, that cannot
be too much pradtifeds nor too much affiduity ufed, to bring the
‘men to perform them with the greateft quicknefs and accuracy ima-
-ginable ; to do which to perfeétion will afford full employment for
: officers and foldicrs, even of the regulars, let them eve‘xl-_l{;o

. . 1




‘Words
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Comd.

111,
Ground

your
Firelock !
2 Motions

No. of Motions

e

The MANUAL

toe, the barrel behind, and the lock to the
right ; holding it as before by the muzzle
with the right hand, and quitting the left
hand; the right arm hanging from the hand
to the elbow clofe by the fide of the firelock,
the left hand hanging by the left fide, both
thoulders fquare to the front. (3)

Turn the firelock on the butt, fo thatthe PL8&g-

lock may be behind, and the barrel towards
you, and ftep immediately with the left foot
direétly forward a moderate pace, {lipping
your right hand down almoft to the fwell at
the tail-pipe, and bending your right knee
even with the lock; lay the piecedown on the

ground

diligent, or take ever fo much pains; and therefore every thing
that renders the lefsimportant parts of the exercife more complicated,.
and difficult to be performed, muft be wrong ; as it takes up fo much
more of the foldiers time and attention, which may be employed to-
greater advantage. The army alfo perform moft of their words
of command from the pofition of the reft ; which we think in many
inftances is going round about; as for example, in order to club
from being fhouldered, they muft firft reft, which is three motions ;
and then club, which is three more : in the fame manner, to thoul-
der again, they firft come to a reft, in three motions, and then
fhoulder in two ; befides, in their way of coming to a reft, the men
muft be halted ; whereas there is not one of our words of command,,
except the zd, 3d, and 4th, but may be performed marching as well
as ftanding.

* Brantome «iesdes meft. de Camp. cathol. difec. 89. drt. 385 1 1. edit. de
laHaye 1740. vol. 10. Pag. 71 & 137. .

(3) The ordering, is an eafy and graceful attitude for a foldier to
repofe himfelf, leaning on his piece; which he is then ready (if com-
manded) togiound. .

We have retrenched the refting on their arms, as have likewife the
Pruffians and French ; fince the ordering anfwers the purpofe full as
well, and is a more graceful attitude ; the foldier prefenting his whole
body better, and ftanding more upright ; his fhoulders being neceffa-
rily drawn back, by the pofition he ftands in.
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IV. I
Take up

your

Firelock!
2 Motions

. 2

V. 1
Reft your
Firelock!
2 Motions

2

VI I
Shoulder

your

Firelock !
2 Motions

EXERCISE 5

ground in a ftraight lineto the front, the lock
upwards, your lefthand upon yourknee, and
looking up.

Raife up your body, quitting the firelock,
and bring back your left foot to the former
pofition, letting your hands hang by your
fides.

Step forward, bending the knee, and feiz- Pl.8&g.
ing the firelock above the fwell, in the pofi-
tion of the firft motion of the former expla-
nation.

Raife up yourfelf and firelock, flipping Plate 7.

- your right hand up to the muzzle, and turn-

ing the barrel behind ; you will then be in

the pofition of ordering, as in explanation
the 2d. (4) '

Raife the firelock with your right hand, Plate6.
bringing it up as high as your eyes, and
feize it with the left juft above the feather-
fpring. Youwill then be in the pofition of
explanation 2d, motion the 1ft.

Come to a reft, as in explanation 1ft, Plate 4.
motion 2d.

Quit your left hand, and with your right Plate 10.
hand bring the firelock direétly oppofite to
your left fhoulder, turning the barrel out-

| wards, and meet it with your left hand un-

der the butt, placing the two laft fingers
under it, the middle finger juft upon the
, fwell

(4) The grounding and taking up the firelock, are a&ions the ufe

of which is evident. We have reduced each to two motions, the

1t and 4th, in the exercife of the army, being merely for fhow,

and of no ufe.
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: . {well of the butt, and the thumb and fore-
finger aboe it, holding it upright at about
a hand’s-breadth from the fhoulder, your
rightthumb up, the left hand at about two
inches from your hip-bone. :
Give the firelock a throw againft your left Plate 2.
fhoulder with your left hand, bringing the
hand agdinft the hip brifkly, and throw your .
right hand down by your right fide, turning.
*{ the back of it to the front. (5) ' :

Words
of
Comd

o e

« No. of M.

VIL 1| Seize'the piece with your right hand on Plate 11.
Club your the infide, at the heighth of your chin, turn~
3’1'\‘:1:&0,;5 | ing the thumb downwards, and the back of

the hand towards you, raifing it perpendicu-
lar from your fhoulder. : :
e | Turn the piece brifkly with your right Plate1z.
hand, bringing the butt uppermoft, andthe
lock outwards to the front, keeping your
right hand at the fame heighth of your chin,
and feize it with your left hand about an inch
: from the end of the ftock, holding it per-
] pendicular, over-againft your left fhoulder,
and about fix inches from it. :
3| Withyourlefthand bring the piece brilkly Flate13.
againft your thoulder, and throw your right '
hand down by your right fide, turning the
back of it to the front. { 6)

g Y Seize

(5) Reftyour firelock ! and fhoulder ! Both thefe might be done ~
by one word of command, in 4 motions ; but, as they-are diftinc
altions, we have made two of them. We always begin every
altion from the fhoulder, and return to that again, it being the
primary pofition.

(6) As the pofition of being fhouldered, though eafy and grace-
fal, becomes tirefome if long continued ; when the men are to

i ) . march

B S |
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Shoulder !
3 Motions

IX.
Secure
your
Firelock !
3-Motiens

EXERCISE 7

1] Seize the picce at the fwell of the tail- Plate 14.

pipe with your right hand, the thumbturn-
ed downwards as in the 1t motion of expla-
nation 7th, bringing it off from your fhoul-
der perpendicular.
Turnthe muzzle upwards, and placeyour Plate 15..
left ‘hand under the butt, as in explanation
.| the 6th, motion 1ft, taking care to bring the
barrel outwards towards the front, and hold-
ingit perpendicularover-againft your fhoul-
der, and about fix inches from it.
Bring it on your fhoulder as in explana- Plate 2.
tion the 6th, motion 2d. ‘

* Seize your firelock with your right hand Flate 16.
below the lock, raifing it about a hand’s-
breadth from the fhoulder, not turning it,
but keeping the barrel outwards.

Throw up your left hand, and feize the Plate 17.
firelock at the fwell below the tail-pipe,
keeping your left thumb up, and your arm
clofe along the outfide of the firelock.

Throw down your left hand brifkly along Plate 18.
with the firelock, bringing the lock under
your leftarm, the barreldownwards, your left
wrift at the heighth of your waift-belt, the
muzzle in a ftraight line to the front within a
foot of the ground, and throw your right

hand

march to a confiderable diftance, or are difmiffed, they are ordered to
club: they then are fuppofed free from conftraint, and may carry
their arms in the manner they find moft convemient; carrying
a piece clubbed being one of the eafieft manners of doing it. ' We
think that the eafe and fhortnefs of our method of clubbing, from
the fhoulder, which may be done marching, muft ftrike every
body with the difference between it, and the manner in which the
regular troops perform it.
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Words .
of
Comd.

X.
Shoulder!
3 Motions

XI.
Fix your
Bayonet!
$ Motions

. No. M.

[ &)

The MANUAL

1 hand down by your fide, turning the back -

of it to the front. (7) '

Raife your firelock with your left hand, Plate 17,
feizing it with your right hand behind the
lock, as in the fecond motion of the former
explanation. :

Quit the firelock with your left hand, Plate ro.
bringing it under the butt, as in the 1ft mo-
tion of explanation 6th. A

Asin the 2d motion of explanation 6th.  Plate z.

Asin the 1ft and 2d motions of expla- Pl 16 &
} nation gth. Y 17

- Sink the piece in your left hand on the Pl 1g &
left fide, with the butt behind, and feizing 2°-
the bayonet with your right hand, with the

thumb over the bend of the thank, draw it,

and, bringingthe notch over the fight on the
muzzle, turn it from you and fix it. (8)

Bring

'(7) The fecuring, is to keep the lock from wet, in rainy weather.

Our manner of doing it from the fhoulder, we think, mutt be allowed
to be as fhort and eafy as poflible.

(8) Fix your bayonets ! We have reduced this to three motions ;

the 3d motion may perhaps be objeted to as too much com-
pounded, and that it had better be divided into more ; but, though
. this motion be compounded, yetit is eafily performed in the time
of one, when men are a little pra&tifed i. it; and if it takes upa
—- - little more time, than one motion fhould do, it is not perceived,
as there is a paufe between that and the other word of command
to fhoulder. We muft make this obfervation upon the prefent mi-
litary exercife, that no lefs than four words of command, and ten
motions, are ufed for the performance of one fingle attion, wiz.
fixing the bayonet : and, to fhoulder again, there are two words of
command, and five motions ufed. To return the bayonet, four
words of command, and ten motions : and, to fhoulder, two words
of command, and five motions. '




XII.
Shoulder !
3 Motions

X1r.
Carry yr.

Firelock -

on your
rightArm!
3 ctions;

XIV. |
Shoulder?®

N - w N

3 Motionq

EXERCISE 9
Bring up the piece again with your left Plate 15,
hand, and feize it with your right, fo as to
| be in the pofition of explanation 10th, mo-
tion 1ft, '

As in explanation 1oth, motion 2d. Plate 10,
As in explanation 10th, motion 3d. Plate 2.

} Bring your firelock to a reft, as in ex- Pl 3.&.
planation aft.

3| Turn your right hand, fo that the palm Plate21.

may be towards the front, the fingers be- ~
{ hind and thumb before, and grafp the

fmall of the ftock below the guard in that

manner ; at the fame time drop your right

arm down by your right fide, and throw

the left hand down by the left fide; the

picce will then be carried upright, the barrel

againft the hollow of your right fhoulder,

the right arm a little bent, fupporting the
firelock. (g) : :

1| Shift your right hand, bringing the back Plate 4.

of the hand outwards and, feizing it above
} Part L. G - the

(9) The firelock on the right arm is a Pruffian attitude, fubfti-
tuted inftead of carrying the firelock on the left arm ; which is a

- manner of carrying the arms, ufed in trooping the colours, guard-

ing prifoners, on fome other oc¢cafions ; and is indeed one of
the eafieft and genteeleft ways of carrying a piece in fporing, or
when one is at hiberty to let it reft upon the bend of the left arm :
but in clofe order, as the arms fhould be catried very vpright, to
avoid hitting and clathing, the firelock muft be kept up to the
hollow of tge left thoulder, and the piece prefled to the body ;
fo that the butt hits againft the knees, and is troublefome in
marching : and one fcarce ever fces the men carry them fo grace-
fully uniformly, as they ought to do: whereas the firelock
on the right arm caufes a man to prefent himfelf well, and keep
back his thoulders; and the piece is carried pe.fely upright.
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XV.
Prefentyr.
Arms!

3 Motions

XVI.
Face to
theRight!

2 Motions | .

XVII.
To the
Right!

2 Motions

XVIIL
To the
Right
about!
3 Motions

XIX.
Face to
the Left!
2 Motions

wW N

rl'

The MANUAL

the feather-fpring with yourleft hand, come

to a reft.

} As in explanation 6th, motion 1ft and P.10&2.
2d. (10)

} As in explanation 1ft. ' ' Pl.3&4.

- Bring your right heel about four inches Plate za.
behind ‘your left heel, making a fquare
with your two feet.
Turn on your heels a quarter of a turn
to the right, without ftirring your heels
from their places. :

The fame as in explanation 16th.

The fame as in explanation 16th, mo-
tion 1t.

Turn at once on your heels to the right
quite about without ftirring your heels from
their places 3 fo that you will then face di-

‘reCtly oppofite to where you did, and your

right foot will be foremoft.
Bring your rightfoot back even with your
left, fetting it down firm.

Brmg your right heel clofe up to the ball Plate 23.
of yopr left foot, fetting it fquare.
: Turn

(10) Prefenting the.arms, being the fame pofition with that of

the reft, needs no farther explanation ; itis fo termed when ufed

‘as 8 compliment.
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o

Words
Comd.

XX.
Tothe
Left!

2 Motions

XXI.

To the |

Left -
about !
3 Motions

XXII.
Charge
~your Bay-

onet !
t Motion.

EXERCISE."
Turn on your heels a quarter of a turn

to the left, without ftirring your heels from
their places.

The fame as in explanation 1gth.

The fame as in explanation 19th, mos
tion 1ft. .

Turn at once on your heels to the left
ctlitc about, without ftirring your heels from
their places; fo that you will then face di-
retly oppofite to where you did, and your
lefe foot will be foremoft.

Bring your right foot up even with the
left, fetting it down firm,

Step backwards a moderate pace with
your right foot, bending your knee a little,
and keeping therightknee ftraight, and bring
down your firelock to your right fide above
the waift-belt, grafping ftrongly with your
right hand the fmall of the ftock behind the

11

Flate 24,

‘

lock, and prefling the piece againft the top

of your hip; the bayonet being prefented to
thefront in a flope upwards, the pointas high
as your breaft, and fupported firmly with
the left hand between the feather-fpring and
the tail-pipe, the hand underneath, and the
thumb on the infide along the ftock, the left
arm and elbow prefled to the body. (11)
G

2 ' Bring

R —

military exercife, thoogh it

(11) The attitude of clnriing the bayonet as directed in the

as an appearance of fire

ngth and
firmnefs,
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XXIII.
Recover
yr.Arms!
1 Motion.

XXIV. .

Prime and
Load!
9 Motions

* which the Pro

~ The MANUAL, |
Bring up the right foot and come to a Plate 4-
reft, as in explanation 1ft.

.Step back with your right foot a mode- Plate 25.
rate pace, placing it fquare behind the left
heel, facing full to the right, and brinF
the piece down under the right breaft ; raif-
ing the muzzle as high as the man’s head
in the rank before you, the left hand half-
| way between the fwell and the feather-fpring,
and prefling your left arm againft your body
to fupport the firelock in that pofition ; plac-
ing at the fame time the ball of your right
thumb againft the hammer.
Open the pan, throwing back the ham- Plate z5.
mer with your thumb, the right elbow
down. ,

Handle

firmnefs, is a very weak pofition, from whence no other motion
can well be made ; being in itfelf as much contrary to all the rules
of defence, or fencing, as for any one, after making a thruft, to

. remain upon the longe : the leaft effort made fideways on the fire-

lock, or the body, throws the man down, or difarms him; nor
can he advance, or make a pufh from it. By our method of charg-
ing the bayonet, a man is firm againft any fhock, and in guanf 3
having the command of his body, feet, and firelock, to ufe as he
fhall fee occafion, or opportunity, to defend himfelf, or annoy his
enemy, or to advance uﬁon him, if he fhould give way. Our
manner of chaging the bayonet feems to be the fame with that.

ans ufe in ation: fo far as we can judge, from
the obfcure and almoft unintelligible defcription, given of it in the:
regulations for the Pruffian infantry, printed at London in quarto-
17 sapag. 35. We have given no word of command for puthing:
the bayonet, the motion being fo natural, that one in a&tion can
fcarce avoid doing it properly ; befides no particular diretion can
be given about it, as every man muft watch his time, and the

. opening which his enemy gives him; to make his puth.



Words
- of
Comd.

EXERCISE
Handle your cartridge, bringing down
your right hand brifkly to your pouch, and,
taking out a cartridge with your two fore-

fingers and thumb, bring it up to your =

mouth, the elbow a little turned up, and
open it, by biting off the top of the paper
{o as to feel the powderin your mouth; then,
placing your thumb upon the top of the cart-
ridge, bring it down clofe to and even with
the pan, the thumb uppermott, and, turning
up your hand, prime by fhaking fome of the
powder into the pan, place your thumb again
upon the cartridge, and bring yourtwo laft
fingers behind the hammer.

Shut the pan with a fhort and quick mo-
tion, drawing down your elbow.

Caft back the muzzle of your firelock,
puthing down the butt, and finking it with

your left hand as low as you can without

conftraint; catch the muzzle on the hollow
of your right hand, keeping the firelock
clofe to your body, and prefling the left
hand againft the waift-band ; the butt op-
pofite to and over your left toe, the left
knee a little bent, fupporting the firelock;
the cartridge covered with the thumb held
up clofe to the muzzle in a line with the
barrel, the right elbow down.

13

- Load, purting the cartridge into the bar- Plate 26.

rel, the open-end downwards, and pufh it
down into the barrel with your fore finger,.
and place your fore finger and thumb om
the thick end of the rammer.

Praw your rammer as far as you can, Plate 2-.

 catching it inftantly with your right hand,

the thumb turned downwards, and back }?f
the



4 ~ The MANUAL

w ] the hand towards you;; clear it of the pipes,

T B and turn it immediately, bringing the butt
w“ g y ging

§° S ‘of the rammer againft your waift-belt;

fhorten it, by flipping your hand down to
about three inches from the end, and bring
the butt of the rammer into the muzzle upon
the cartridge.

Slip up your hand to the middle of the Plate 28. "
rammer, and drive it down with a good
force, catch it at the muzzle, and draw it
out as quick and as far you can; feize it
again with your thumb downwards and
back of the hand towards you, and clearing
itof the barrel turnyourhand, and, bringing
the fmall end againft your waift-belt,
fhorten it, {lipping your hand down within
12 inches of the end, the fore finger up
along the rammer, and enter the fmall end
-of the rammer into the pipes, condulting
it with your fore finger and thumb through
the fecond pipe. _

g | _ Bring your fingers quick on the butt of

the rammer, pufhing it quite down; and im-
mediately raife the firelock in your left hand,

and bring your right hand under the lock,

| your right hand a little below your waift-

belt, flipping your left hand down to the
feather-{pring, the piece right up and down,

and the lock outwards, your thumb on the Plate 29.
infide turned upwards, keeping faced to the

right. (12) R

" o No. of Motions.

As

~ (12) The firing and loading motions, are very little different
from thofe ufed by the regular troops; only we have made fewer
of them, there being; as we have already obferved, an excefs in
dividing the motions too much, as well as in leaving them too

mach

' ’
f




XXV.
Shoulder !
2 Motions

XXVI.
As Front
. Rk. make

Ready!
3 Motions

N o~

EXERCISE " 15

I } As in explanation 6th, motion 1ft and P.1o& 2.
2d

)
)

areft, as in explanation 1t, placing ycur

} - Join your right hand, and come to Pl.3.&4.
right thumb upon the cock.

Step

much compounded.  As thefe motions in the time of aion, and
in the performance of the platoon firings, are to be performed as
quick as poflible, without any interval of time between them ; we
have endeavoured to mark, by the flops directed in this explana-
tion, the mof efiential motions, which ought on no account to be
negleCted or omitted, that the men, by beiag accuitomed to make

 paufes there, may the better remember them when they do them

uick.

1 We muft own here, that, if there is any part of our exercife .
with which we ourfelves are not thoroughly fftisﬁed, it is the 5th

motion of this explanation, though we have in it copied the exer-
cife of the army; but we muft think, that the Pruffian manner of
coming up to their proper front, advancing the right foot before -
the le(%, and bringing the firelock to the left fide, has fomething

in it much more gracefuland foldier-like ; as the men by this means
keep fronting the enemy, and take their motions from the right,
which is 2 more regular and proper manner: whereas this way of
cafting back the firelock to the rear, making a face to the right,

. gives the men an appearance of turning away from the enemy,

and they then maft take their motions from the rear; the man-
ner likewife of the Pruffians fhouldering, from the pofition of load-
ing, is very graceful and military. Had this exereife been defigned
for regular troops, we moft certainly fhould have adop:ed the Pruf-

fian method ; but eafe and facility was fo miuch to be confidered,

in an exercife compofed for the militia, that we were determined
by that confideration ; the cafting-back the firelock, and aftewa:ds
the bringing the right hand under the lock and fhouldering from
thence, being motions which are certainly eafier to be learned and
performed, than the others, which require more prattice to do
them well. ‘

N. B. Whenever we mention the exercife of thé army, we
mean that which was fet forth by authority, figned by the adju-
tant-general, June 25th, 1757 5 1t being the eftablithed rule that
tbe aimy is fuppofed to go by ; though there are few regiments
bat what have introduced fome variations, and particularities of
their own. / '



of

" Words
Comd.

XXVII.
Prefent!
-1 Motion.

XXVIIL
Fire!

9 Motions {.

The MANUAL

Step back with your right foot, thrée feet Plate 5.

to the rear, in a dire& line, and kneel
upon the right knee, the toe turned inwards,
and heel upright; the perpendicular line
of the body falling about 12 inches behind
the left heel, the body upright, the butt of
the firelock placed at the fame time upon the
ground, in a line with the left heel ; upon

cominﬁ down to the kneel you cock the
. { firelock. '

Bring down the muzzle of your piece Plate 3t.

-with both hands, flipping your left hand

forward, as far as the fwell of the ftock by

- | the tail pipe, and place the butt-end in the

hollow betwixt your right breaft and fhoul-
der, prefling it clofe to you ; at the fame
time take your right thumb from the cock,
placing your fore finger oa the trigger,

both arms clofe to your body, taking good

aim by leaning the head to the right, and
looking along the barrel.

Draw your trigger ftrongly, and at once Plate 2

with the fore finger; and, immediatelyupon
having fired, rife from the kneel, bringing
the right foot behind the left heel, as in the
1ft motion of the 2 4thexplanation, and the
right thumb upon the cock.

Half cock your firelock, ftraining the
tumbler to the half-bent with your right
thumb, bringing down your right elbow at
the fame time to add force to it.

| Handle

Ge



’Wor:ds .
of
. Comd.

o XXIX.,
Shoulder!
2 Motions

XXX. !
As Center
Rank!
make

. rcady !
3 Motions

XXXI.
Prefent!’
1" Motion.

XXXIIL
Fire! -
9 Motions

XXXIII.
Shoulder !
2 Motions

XXXIV.
AsRear
Rank! -
make
" ready!
3 Motions

O &N O p W

N e

EXERCISE. Y

| Handle your cartridge.
Shut your pans. As in expl Plate 26
. plana- -Plate 26.
Ca[’cdback. * \tion24th, motions 27-28-%
Boa vour 3d, 4th, sth, 6th, 9
raw your rammer. 7th, 8th, and gth.

Ram down your chargs
Return your rammer.

} As in‘explanation 6th, ‘motion 1ft and P.10&2.
2

As in explanation 26th, only this rank, Pl~3i&+~
inftead of ftepping back three feet'and & Pl. 32.
kneeling, fteps back with the right foot 18
inches in a dire¢ line to the rear, by that
means bringing their feet juft behind the
right feet of the front rank ; cocking the
firelock, and keeping it upright at a re-

cover.- . ;

As ,in»exphnatio.n'z7tb, keeping the fire- Plate 33.
lock alittle to the right of the front rank.:

As in explanation 28th.

!
} As in explanation 6th, motion it and P.1o& 2.
2d

As in explanation goth, only this rank, PlLj &4.
inftead of falling back, fteps to the right

| with their right feet, till their:toes touch

the hinder part of the left heels of the
right-hand men; at the fame time bend-

‘}ing their right knees a little, fo that their Plate 34

bodies may be oppofite to the intervals
ParT I, H of



XXXV.
Prefent !
1 Motion.

- XXXVL
Fire!
© Motions

XXXVIL
Shoulder!
2 Motions

XXXVIIT
Rear rks,
clofe to .
the front !
March !
40 Mns.

XXXIX.
Make
ready !

3 Motions

XL

" Prefent! -
1 Motion.

XLL

Fire!”
i Motion,

XLII.

Charge
your

bayonets !

1 Motion.

10

ranks remain recoyered.  The officers who are

The MANUAL

of the file-leaders and files upon the right 3
the firelock held in the fame pofition as jn
explanation 3oth. :

Asin explanation 27th,

As in explanation 28th. Plio&s.
} As in explanation 6th, motion 1t and

2d » '

The centre and rear ranks ftep off tp-
gether with the left feet, the centre rank
makes five paces, and bring up their right

feet, the rear rank inakes ten paces, and

bring up their left feet; the ranks are then
at one pace or two feet afunder.

The three ranks make ready together,
the front rank as in explanation 265}, the
centre rank as in explanation 3oth, the
rear rank as in explanation 34th. '

- As in explanation 2 7th.

Having fired, the front rank rifes up, all Pl 4.
three coming to a recover, as in explana- ‘
tion 23d.

Asin exganation 22d. : - Plzg4.
N. B. Tbe front rank only charges, the rear

m




Uy
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‘Words
Comd.

XLIIIL
Recover
yr. Arms !
1 Motion.

XLIV.

- Rear-rks ! |.

take your
former

diftance !

3 Motions

XLV.
March!
10 Mns.

EXERCISE BTY

i the front rank charge their bayonets, and the
Serjeants their balberts.

- Btihg your feet fquare, and come to a p1. 4.
recover, as in explanation 23d. :

The centre and rear ranks go to the
right about, as in explanation 18th. (13)

10| The centre and rear ranks ftep off to-

gether, beginning with their left feet; the

| centre rank counts five paces and halts; the

2 rear

(13) Rearranks take your former diftance! March! In theAmi-,
litary way of perfo:ming this, there is more difficulty, and more .

- " astenijon required in the men, than in ours: in the former, the
. men muft obferve to ftep off with their right or left foot, according

to the rank they are in; and the centre rank is to attend to, and
count the fteps of the rear rank, in order to begin when that makes
the 6th pate, and then cotnt five fteps moré of its own ;§ wheieas,
in our manner of doing it, both 1anks ftep off together with their
left feet, and the men in each rank have only to count their own
paces, and halt when they have made their number, bringing their

© feet fquare. In the military exercife, the halting upon the left feet

oceafions both ranks to fland in a very ungracefal, auktvard pofi-
tion, till the next word of command Halt is given. Thé going to
the left about is likewife altered; for, as, in going either to the’
right or left about, the foldier is to turn upon his left heel, not
ftirring it from its place, it is exaftly the fame thing as tb his pofi-
tion in the rank and file, whether he goes to the right or to the left;
therefore we go to the righe about only, on all occafions ; fo that
the men are .not fo liable to miftake, and caufe a confufion, by

- fome of thern going aboot 6ne way when they fhould do it the
_ other, as they would be, if accuftomed to both, i :



20 : The MANUAL
rear rank counts ten paces and halts, bring-:
ing their feet fquare. »

XLVL , C
glalt! 1} 31 The centre and rear ranks come to_ the:
5Motions | | Fight about, as in explanation 18th.
Sif[‘t"”- 1| Come to your priming poﬁtxon, as in. Pl z;.
;an’;‘;" explanation 28th, motion the 1ft, with
4 Motions your right thumb upon the cock. L
2| Half-cock, as in explanation 28th, mo-
tion 2d, and brmo your fingers behmd the
hammer. |
3| Shut your pans, asin cxplanauon 28th : |
- | motion 6th.
4| Cometoarecover, asin explanatxon 23d. Pl.4.
XLVIIL | 1 } As in explanation the 6th, motlon it PL 10 &
Shoulder! | _ 5 and zd 2.
2 Motions .
RZ‘t;I;rl:{yr ; } As in explanation 11th. . PLiI6&
17.
bﬁgg‘;ﬁs 3| Sink the piece in your left hand on the 7 i
3 left fide, with the butt behind, at the fame |
time catching the muzzle in thc hollow of Ppi. 19.
your right hand ; let the bend of the fhank
come between your thumb and fingers, and
ftrike it up ftrongly ; turn it to you, unfix
and return it into the fcabbard, bringing up
L your right hand immediately to the muzzle.
y 1 PL 17
! . . 1
:2&'335;; 2 } As in explanation 12th. { g{. 10.
p ’ .20

If the men bave food long fhoulder’d, and the
commanding officer is willing to eafe them, be
will give the word of command :

Join




Support

your .
arms !
2 Motions

Carry yr. | )

‘arms !
2 Motions

Wipe yr.
arms!
6 Motions

"EXERCISE.

Join your right hand, feizing the firelock

juft below the lock, not turning it, nor ftir-

ring it from your fhoulder.
Quit the butt with the left hand, and

bring it over your right arm acrofs your’

breaft, refting your left hand at-the bend of
the right elbow, and let the cock of your
firelock reft upon your left arm. '

To mkke them fboulder again, be will give
the word of command : T

Place your left hand under the butt, as
before explained. ,

Throw your right hand down by your
fide, as in explanation the 6th, motion the
2d. ‘

If the firings have been performed with p.ow-
der, fo that it be neceffary to wipe the pans and

bayonets, (inflead of the 47th) be will give

the word of command :

21

Come to your priming pofition, as in Ppl.z;.

explanation 28th, motion 1ft, with your
thumb upon the cock.

Half-cock, as in explanation 28th, mo-
tion 2d. -

Bring your hands to your pouch, and
take out your wiping rag, wipe your pan,
and bring your fingers behind the hammer.

Shut your pans, -as in explanation 28th,
motion 6th. '

Caft back, as in explanation 24th, mo-
tion sth. : '

Wipe



Words |,
of _
Comd.

The MANTUAL, &

Wipe your bayonet, and, immediately.re-
turning the rag into your pouch, bring yout
right hand under the lock, as in explanas
- tion 24th, motion gth. Lo

}' As in explanation Gth, thetion 1ft and
2d. '

N. B. It will be neceffary, on fome occdfions,
56 fix and resurn the bayomets from the pefition
of a reft; thisis to be done in one motion, brings
ing the piece at once from the right fide, into
the pefition ¢f explanation 11, motion 3d; of
of explanation 49, motion 3d; when the bayonet
1s fixed, or -returned, you come back to your reff
| i one mation likewife. :

it E X.




of

Comd.
No. of Motions.

~Words

1.
Order.
our
ufee!
$ Motions

[ 23]
. IL -
"EXERCISE

OF THE
OFFICERS,

MANNER or SALUTING.

HE officers are at all times to carry

their fufees on their right arms, in the
manner defcribed in explanatlon 13th of the PL. 33.
Manual Exercife ; except when they are al-
lowed to order thelr fufees, which is when

they take their poft in the front of their com-

panies, or battalion: or when they are to
march to a confiderable diftance ; at which
time they are to carry their fufees in their
right hands. v

The officers mutft likewife always obferve

| to ftand quite fteady and upright, caft their

eyes to the nght, and drefs with theit bo-
dies and fufees in a line to the right: let
their left hands hang down behind their
fwords ; keep their feet in a line, their knees
fhff, and ftand fquare to the front; divide
the ground equally, and perform all the mo-

tions quick and fhort, and with great life.

Seize the fufee with your left hand at the pL. 36.
fwell of the tail-pipe, bringing it a hand’s-
breadth from the fhoulder, and keeping it
upright.

Sink the. fufee with the left hand, keep- Pl 37.

1ing it perpendicular, and feize it with the

nght



Words
of
‘Comd.

JIL
Canyyr.
fufee on
your right

arm!

3 Motions

{1

Carry yr.|

fufee in
your right
hand!
3 Motions

Iv.
Carry yr.
fufee on

your right
arm !
3 Motions

Exercise of the OFriceRrs, and

right hard near the muzzle, at the height
ot your eyes. )
Driop the butt of the fuice on. the oround Pl 38.
by your-right toe, throwing ycur left hand
down by your left fide, as in explanation
2d, motion 2d, of the Manual Exercife.

Raife the fu‘ees with your right hand, PL 37.
bringing it up as high as your eyes, and f_17e
it with your left ]ui’c at the fwell of the tail-
pipe, keeping the piece upright.

Raife up the piece fo as to bring the left pi, 36.
hand ‘even with the hollow of your left
fhoulder, and feize it wiith the right hand
behind the fmall of the ftock, as in expla-
nation 13th of the Manual; you will then be
in the pofition defcribed in the 1ft motion
of the former explanation.

Throw your left hand down by your left Pl 35.
ﬁde, and come to the pofition of explana-
tion 13th, motion 3d, of the Manual

As in explanarion’ 1ft, motion 1ft. Pl. 36.
Seize the fufee with the right hand, juftPL 39.
above the feather-Ipring, keeping the piete
upright. ‘

Drop the fufee down by your right fide in Fl. 40.
your right hand, carrying it with the point
of the bayonet to the front, floping upwards,
and the butt to the rear, a htt]e funk

Raife up the fufee with your nght hand Pl 39.
and feize it with the left ac the {well of the .
tail-pipe, keeping the piece upright.:

As in explanation 2d, motion 2d.. Pl 36.

As in explanation 2d, motion 3d.. PL 35.




The MANNER of SALUTING. 25 '

N. B. Wbhen any of thefe words of com-
mand are to be performed marching, you muft
obfeyve to begin your firft motion when you fiep
with your right foot, the fecond when you flep
with your left, and the third when you fizp a-
gain with your right foot. _
| «& When the men are cammanded to charg

their bayonets, as in explanation 42d of the
Manual, or 4t any other time during the per- -
JSormance of the firings, the officers muft likewife
charge tbeirs, bringing the fufee in ane motion
from the right arm. to the pofition of explana-
tion 22d in the Manual. When the men reco-
ver their arms, the officers likewife come back to
their former pefition of carrying the fufee in the
right arm, in one motion, throwing ther left
L batd dewn by their fide.
Thefalute | ;|  Seize the fufee with your left hand at the PL 36.
o] | fwell of che fall-pipe, bringiag it ahand’s
ol l:ﬁon breadth from .the {houlder and keeping it
$metrons- ’

Words
of
Comd.

No. of Motions.

2 ui,)Step back with the right foot a2 moderate PL 4n
' Eaces‘ or 13 inches, in:a line with your left

eel, your right toe pointing to the right,
and the left to the f¥ont, kesping yppxﬁ)o-

IO RTH I8 2022 ts and she,point of the

1 Zyoqrgt ireCtly ﬁ?ﬁgnn v"yi(:hin eight
inches of the ground ; fupporting the piece
on the back of the left hand, holding it
flightly betweert the thumb and fore finger,
the fingers extended, and back of the hand

\ upwards; grafping the fmall of the ftock
iy with your right hand, the right elbow’
fquare, at the height of the thoulder.
3| Bring your right foot up fquare, and Pl 363
raife up the fufee perpendicular, a3 in the
firft motion of this explanation.

Part L, A | Bring
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Words
of
Comd

Thefalute
marching
is per-

formed in
§ motions

The MANNER of SALUTING,

Bring your fufee on your right arm, as Pl 4z.
in explanadon 2d, motion 2d; and put
ycur left hand up to your har, the left el-
bow {quare. '

- Pull off your hat with your left hand, PL 43.
2nd let it hang down behind your fword, -
taking care not to tow ycur head in the
leaft. ' : ' ’

The pofitions are the fame as in the falute PL 36.
ftanding; it is to begin when you are at
about fix paces from the perfonr whom you
are to falute; obferving to begin the firft -
motion, when you ftep with your right foot.
The fecond with the left, which brings P1. 41,
you to the fecond pofition. :
The 3d with your right, ftepping forward
with it, which anfwers to the third pofition. _
The fourth with the left. - Pl. 36.
The fifth with the right. g{' 42,
After you are paft the perfon whom you ** 4%
have faluted, about fix paces, put on your

hat again, in two motions. -

Puton your hat, ‘
Throw your keft hand down by your fidey

~
}+
g
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E*‘E -é 1L
z T H E
5 HarerT EXERCISE.
1. . J\HE firft pofition is that of being or-

dered; in this pofition the halbert
is held perpendicular on your right fide,
near the body, the butt on the ground,
even with the hollow of the right foot, and
about four inches from it; the flat of the
iron towards the front, and the hatchet
part turned from you to the right, holding
it with the right hand, at the height of
your fhoulder ; the knuckles turned to the
front, and the right arm hanging from the
hand to the elbow, clofe by the ftaff of the
halbert, the left hand hanging by the left
fide, both fhoulders fquare to the front.

11 1| . Bring your halbert up before yqﬁ, hold-

Recover

. ing it perpendicular, and turning the edge
ont! hal ofgthe hatchet to thc,front; your right hand
z2motions | | at the height of your eyes; and feize it with.

the left hand, as low as you can without
conftraint, keeping it it near the body.
2 | 'Raife your halbert in your left hand, till -
.your hand is at the hei%ht of your chin, |
| raifing, the left elbow a little; and feize it
at the butt with your right hand, the back -
of it to the front, keeping the hatchet to-
"~ | wards.the front.

12 Sink
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I
Order

. your .

halbert!
2 motions

1v.
Advance
our
albert !
3 motions

. V.
Order
your .
halbert!
3 motioms

VI
Club your
halbert!

2 motions

bt

The HALBerRT Exrrcise.

Sink the halbert in your left hand, and
feize it with'the right at the height of your
eyes, keeping it perpendicular, and come
to the pofition of explanation 2d, mo-
tion 1ft. -

Bring the halbert to your right fide,
turning the hatchet to the right, and drop
the butt by your right toe, in the pofition
of explanation ft. '
" As in explanation 2d, motion 1ft and
2d. ' - '
Drop your right arm down by your right
fide, turning the hand fo a$ to bring the

_hatchet to the right, and the flat to the

front; the halbert will then be carried up-
right, the ftaff againft the hollow of your

right fhoulder, the right arm a little bent,

fupporting the halbert, throwing your left

| hand down by your left fide.

Bring your halbert before you, 'mmfng’ :
the hatchet to the front, and, feizing it with
your left hand, come to the pofition of ex-

| planation 2d, motion 2d.-

" Fhe famé ds in ‘explagation gd, ‘otion
itand2d: = - T N

“Turn your hatbert with your righit haad,

| keeping it faft, fo that the fpéar be down-

wards, and the buttuppermoft; ani bring

| it oppofité to-your left 'thoulder, feizingig,

at the fame time, with the left band; half a
foot above the hatchet, and holding it pér-
pendicularly at two good hand’s-breadths
from the Body; the right hard tobe ona

| level with the elbow, whichis tdhe'i}uaaelé



2 motions

**The HALBERT EXERCISE,

"tthe flat of the iron to the front, and‘ the

hatchet to the left. ..
Let the ftaff of the halbert fall on the
left fhoulder, and throw your right hand

‘down by your fide.

Raife the halbert from the fhoulder two
‘good hand’s breadths,and feizeit back-hand-
-ed with the right hand, at the height of

your chin, turning the thumb downwards,
the knuckles towards you, and come to the
pofition of explanation 6th, motion rft.

Turn your halbert with your right hand, |
bringing the fpear uppermoft, and the

hatchet to the right, and come to an order

| as in explanation 1ft. .
‘When the men charge their bayonets, as *

in explanation 42d of the Manual, or atany

‘other time during the performance of the

firings, the ferjeants in the front rank muft
likewife charge their_ halberts, which is
done from-an advanced ‘halbert in one mo-

‘tion, by ftepping back with the right foot a

moderate pace, bending the left knee a lit-
tle, and keeping the right hand faft at the
butt; at the fame time feizing it with your
left hand at the height of the fhoulder,
bring down your halbert to your right fide,
above the waift;belt, prefling the ftaff a-
gainft the body ; the halbert being prefen-

"] ted to the front, in a Tlope upwards, the

point as high as your breaft, fupporting it
firmly with your left hand, and grafping it
ftrongly, the léft.arm and elbow clofe to
the body.

‘When

029
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The HALBERT EXERCISE.

When the officers ftand with their fufees ordered,
the ferjeants are to order their halberts. -When
the officers carry their fufees on the right arm, the
ferjeants are to carry their halberts advanced.
‘When the officers carry their fufees in the right
hand, the ferjeants are to carry their halberts club- -
bed. When there isoccafion to ground thehalbert,
it is done from the pofition of being ordered :
the fame manner, as the grounding the ﬁrelock
in explanation 3d of the Manual Exercife; to take
it up §am is the fame as in explanation 4.th of the'
Manual Exercife. :

The End of Part I,

T
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CHAP 1
DiRecTrioNs tothe OFFICERS abour
the ME T u 0 D of teaching the E XER-

CISE. '

L E fhall now proceed to give a few rules

. W %X and dire@ions, with refpet to the me-

thods of teaching the militia-men the

feveral parts of the exercife, in the beft
and eafieft manner; in doing this, we fhall endea-
vour to point out thofe parts, which, in our praétice
of teaching, we have obferved to be the moft diffi-
cult and embarrafling to raw men, who for the firft
time have arms put into their hands; and in which
they are moft apt to fail, and commit miftakes: And
likewife indicate thofe methods, which we have ob-
ferved to fucceed the beft for their inftrution.

II. We muft, in the firft place, recommend to all
gentlemen,  who intend to a as militia officers, to
arm themfelves with a great deal of patience, as
they muft expeét to find many of the countrymen
infinitely aukward and ftiff; efpecially thofe who are
turned of thirty years of age, and have been ufed
to very hard labour. Thefe (though willing and

attentive) cannot cafily bring their limbs to execute
' A what
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what they are taught, although they perfectly com-
prehend it. In others they will find a great want of
apprehenfion and memory, ‘and an amazing dfficul-
ty of underftanding, and retain things and ideéas that
.are new to them, and different from what they have
been ufed to from their cradle. Others again are lazy,
carelefs, and want attention. Thefe are certainly very
_difagreeable circumftances, and muft often put an
officer’s temper to hard trials; but the beft, and we
may f{ay the only way, to overcome thefe difficulties,
is to be cool and fedate, and to teach the men with
great good-nature and gentlenefs ; at the fame time,
however, keeping up fuch a kind of deportment and
behaviour, as will thew them that they are under
the command of a fuperior, and.infpire them with
refpeét. For (whatever indulgence an officer oughs
to ll?lave for involuntary or accidental faults and de- -
fects) we muft recommend to all the carefully fup-
porting their dignity and authority ; and when any
of the men are wilfully, carelefs, negligent, or in-
folent, always to have them punithed according to the
directions of the acts; and to keep upto the ftrictnefs of
difcipline, as eftablithed by law ; at leaft never to ex-
cufe, but on proper fubmiffion and interceflion. This,
though it may be attended, in fome cafes, with a little
prefent trouble to the officers, will certainly prevent
a deal more in the end ; for, by anill-judged indolent
lenity, they will’ foon lofe all command over the
men, and find it impoffible to make them attend or
learn as they fhould do; nor ought they to imagine,
that the fupporting their authority in a proper man-
ner, by fometimes making an example of fuch as
really deferve it, will at all leflen the efteem and
attachment of the men for them; but rather the
contrary ; as they will then fee, that, when they
are treated with mildnefs and good-nature, it does
not
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~ not proceed from weaknefs, or want of fpirit in

‘their officers, but from generofity and humanity. -

But then all this is to be done without thewing any
paffion,- or ufing any harfh language to the men,
much lefs ftriking them ; which will not only infpire
them with a diflike and an averfion to the fervice,
but fome of them, by being treated with roughnefs
and violence, will be quite confounded, and render-
. ¢d incapable of learning any thing at all, and even
forget what they already know. Whereas, by a calm
quicet way of proceeding, and by fhowing them, fe-
parately and diftinétly, what it is that is expeéted
‘from them, and what they are to do; never leaving
them till they have got a clear idea of it; by de-
grees the aukward will improve, .the dull compre-
hend, and the inattentive be taught to obferve, and
- mind their bufinefs.

III. And here we cannot forbear earneftly re-
commending a thing, which, though it may not at
firft appear to be a matter of importance, is never-
thelefs very much fo:- That is for the militia officers
always to appear themfelves, .at the piaces and times
of exercife, in as complete order; and as exactly
drefled in their regimentals, with their fwords, fafhes,
and gorgets, as if they were to mount guard at a
royal palace ; and at the fame time ufe their utmoft

endeavours to infpire the militia-men, with a love of

* neatnefs and decency ; and infift on their ferjeants and
private men always coming to exercife, as clean and
well drefied as their circumftances will permit. The
officers of the regular troops well know the ftrefs
there is to be laid on this, however trifling it may

feem; and that is a known maxim, that 2 man who

does not take delight in his own perfon, and is not
neat in his drefs, arms, and accoutrements, never
makes a good foldier. Perhaps, it may not be exag-

A2 gerated
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for the Infan- 37 4.eq carry to what we, perhaps, may call an ex-

try, Art. xii.
chap. vii.
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gerated to fay, that one of the moft important parts
of the Pruffian difcipline, is the ftri€t attention they
give to the drefs and cleanlinefs of the men ; this they

cefs; but it certainly contributes not a little to the
making them fuch excellent troops. However, that
be, fome degree of attention to it is certainly re-
quifite, even in a militia, as it tends to infpire the

“micn with fentiments of refpeét for the fervice and

their officers; and this ean be no better brought
about, than by the officers fetting the example in
their own perfons. Mankind in general, and the
vulgar efpecially, are greatly-captivated and taken
with fhow and parade; and when the common men
fee that their officers treat the affair of exercifing, and
the reft of their duty, with a certain ceremony and

- decorum, they will do the fame, and be attentive

and diligent; but if they find that their officers are
carelefs and indolent, and do their duty in a negli-
gent flovenly manner, they will infallibly imitate
them. - '

1IV. We hope, that our brother officers of the
militia will not -take amifs thefe few. hints, which
we have given them by way of caution ;-or attribute

it to our affeéting a magifterial and didatic way of

exprefling ourfelves:: Any thing of that nature is far
from our intention or thoughts, as we are very fenfi-
ble of the many imperfections of our work, and how
many points there are, in which we ourfelves ftill
want to be inftructed ; but we could not forbear men-
tioning fuch things as experience has proved ‘to be
very material, and of whofe importance, gentlemen,
who are unufed to military affairs, may not be fo
thoroughly fenfible. We will now proceed to fuch
general rules as are neceffary to be obferved: in the .
teaching of all exercife whatfoever; and: afterwards
give




Method of teaching the Exercife, 5

give fome particular directions, as to thofe peculi-

arities in our milida exercife, which principally re-

quire the attention of the officers, to make the men -
perform them with accuraty.

V. The firft thing the officers are to attend to, as
a matter of the utmoft importance, and abfolutely
effential to the teaching the men well, is to accu-
ftom them to cbferve a profound filence when under
arms : never fuffering them to talk, or even fpeak
a word on any account ; but obliging them to give
an entire attention to the officer who exercifes them.
The officers muft never relax in their care and at-
tention to this point, it being impofiible to teach
the men properly without it. Perhaps, no nation is
more faulty in that refpet than our own ; and even
our regulars are very feldom fo filent and attentive
as they cught to be’; and yet, though the difficulty
of making a militia obferve a proper filence appears
to be much greater; we can affert from experience,
that by a conftant attention in the officers to ftop
the very firft beginning of noife or talking among
the men, it may in a great meafure be accomplith-
ed, and that by mild and gentle reproofs only.

V1. The performing the exercife well or ill de-
pends a good deal on the manner in which the
words of command are given; for which reafon it
will be proper, that every officer, in exercifling
fhould attend to the following rules. '

1ft. To ftudy well the compafs of his voice, and
take care not to overftrain it, which will render him
foon hoarfe ; nor to get above its pitch, which will
give it a very difagreeable tone. ' :

2d. To deliver the words of command clear and
firong ; proncuncing every word diftinétly, that the
men may-underftand them, and not miftake one for
another; the words Prefent and Fire efpecially fhould

always be delivered as loud and as fhort as pofiible.
: 3d. To
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3d.. To make his ftops and paufes (when the word
of command is too long to be pronounced in one
breath,) in a proper manner ; laying the emphafis
on the words which exprefs the nature of what is
to be done.  Such paufes will greatly aflift the men
when judicioufly made, by giving them time to think
what they are to do, before the word of command is:
fully delivered : We have endeavoured by the punétu-
ation, to mark when thefe ftops thould be made.

4th. To make proper paufes between the different

. words of command, that the men may have time
" to mind what they are about ; and confider what is
to be performed next. ‘

5th. Carefully toavoid getting any particular drawl
or affected tone; which is a fault that a great many
have, who feem rather to imitate a chant, than
endeavour to fpeak artitulately or intelligibly.

“VII. The men are always to turn their heads,
and look to their right(1.) taking their motions from
the right-hand man ; holding their heads up; and
are not to be fuffered to caft down their eyes, nor
look on the ground. This is a thing which muft
be very much attended to, as without it they never
can be brought to perform their motions in time
and together. "

RV,id- Prufian  VIII, the men muft be taught their exercife by
egulations  georees ; .to fhew them the whole at once will onl
for the Infan- o > 3~ - Y
try, p. 5. chap. confound them, it being impofiible for them either
4 Art.xi. ~ to.comprehend orretain it. ‘The officers likewife muft

not

(1) B Iookin%‘ to the right or left, we underftand always
turning the head. The old way wasonly to caft the eyes, and not
turn the head ; but that is found not to be fo well, either for ufe

3 or appearance. Indeed, every man, in looking to the right, or
left, {fhould turn his head enough to fee the face of the man that

is next to him. The doing this will occafion them to hold up
their heads. - :

-

,,;—4
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not be defirous of putting the men too forward, by
making them do more of the exercife than they can
go through perfectly and accurately. '

IX. The motions, muft at firft be fthewn them,
feparately and diftinétly; giving them the word Two,
or Three (accoiding to the number of the motion) as
a fignal when it fhould be begun; and not fuffering
them to do it, till that is given : making them ftop
between each motion, ‘till every falfe attitude and
pofition is remarked and corrected. By this me-
thod, though it may at firft fight appear a little
tedious, the officers will find, that their men will
be taught with a great deal more eafe, and in lefs
time than by any other ; as they will then be perfect
in every thing that they do, and not forget what
they have learned on one day of exercife, before the
next comes again ; as will be the cafe, if they are
not thoroughly grounded, and made perfect in every
particular motion. '

X. At firft they muft be divided into fquads of
four or fix men each, putting as much “as poffible
fuch together in a fquad as are of an equal degree
of proficiency ; when many of them can perform
tolerably, it will be proper to exercife them together
in a fingle rank ; leaving off the words Two, Three,

and making them take their motions from a man

advanced in the front; who muft likewife make them
good paufes between each motion, that the officer
may have time to remark and corre® whatever is
amifs. -After they can do well in this manner, it
will be proper (and not till then) to exercife them in
three ranks.

XI. The firft thing neceffary to be taught the
men is the diftin&ion between ranks and files ; ex- -

plaining to them, that by the. word Rank is meant
a number of men ranged fide by fide in a i’craighgl
: and

-
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and even line from right to left ; and by the word
File, 2 number of men ranged in an exa® line
behind one another, or (in the military phrafe)
from front to rear (2).

XII. The rank is diftinguithed into right flank,
left lank, and centre. The foremoft or front man
in the file is called the file-leader. ‘

XIII. To have the exercife well performed, it is
in a particular manner requifite, that the ranks and
files fhould be as ftraight and even as poffible ;
the men therefore muft be taught always to drefs
(3) their ranks, from the right and the files to cover -
well their file leaders. The greateft attention is to-.
be given to this, and to accuftom the men to do it
of themfclves at all times, both in exercifing, and in
the performing of the firings and evolutions.

X1V. Great

(2.) A ranktherefore, by being faced to the right or left, may
hecome a file, and in the fame manner a file may become a rank,
in the true and proper acceptation and meaning of the words.
Though fome of our Englith military writers have not always ufed
them with exa& precifion, and call the marching of a body of men
by the flank marching by files; which is not finétly proper, what'
were files, being then become ranks. However, it is a method of
fpeaking fo generally ufed, we fhall conform to it, in our direc-
tions ans explanations, that ourreaders may not be confounded in
reading other books on the fubje&. o

By a file is likewife generally meant fix men ; and by half a file
three ; this was when the battalions were drawn up fix deep, but
now a file is properly only three men; and we fhall ufe the word
in that fenfe. :

{3.) Drefling the rank is a military term, taken from the French,
Redrefler, which fignifies to ftraighten any thing that is crooked ;
and means bringing the ranks ftraight, anc( to an even front. The
term of Covering 1s applied to the files, and means the placing
the men in a file, fo as to be exaftly behind one another, in a line
from the front to the rear ; {o that they may cover one another, -
when looked at from either.
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* XIV. Great care muft bs taken, that the men
carry their arins well; they muft therefore be firft
of all carefully taught to keep them even and fteady
upon their fhoulders, as direted in the firft part of
the explanation of the manual exercife.

XV. That the firelocks, when fhouldered, may be

exactly drefled in rank and file ; the men muft keep
their bodies upright, and in full front; and not
have one fhoulder forwarder than the other.

XVI. Itis one of the greateft perfections in exer-
cifing, to have all the firelocks carried fo exaltly
even, and the motions performed fo true, that in
the looking from the right or left of a rank, you
can fee, as it were, but one firelock : and the fame
ftanding in front to a file, each picce covering the
others exaétly.

XVII. The diftances between the files muft be
equal, and not greater than from arm to arm, that
the men may have juft room to perform their mo-
tions ; the diftance allowed is nearly two feet for each
man in exercifing : In marching and wheeling, about
twenty one inches. B A

XVIII. The men muft be taught to perform every
thing that they do with great life, and the fhorteft
way ; keeping their pieces always near to the body,
without making any wide motions ; and, at the end of
every motion, to ftand perfectly ftill and fteady, with-
out ftirring in the leaft.
~ XIX. In the performance of the manual exercife
the men muft wait well between the motions, and do
them together, counting one, two, very flowly be-
tween every one.

XX. No motion muft be begun, till the word of
command is fully pronounced.

XXI. As in our exercife there are fome altions,
which are as it were the counterpart-of -one :mothex;i
' B an

-9
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and the pofitions the very fame, only in a different
~order; it will greatly facilitate the teaching of men,-

to make them learn thofe which are moft fimilar to
one another, at the fame time. They fhould there-
fore be taught firft -to reft, then to fhoulder, ’ull
they can do thofe two actions perfectly true and well :
then to order, and reft again, which are counterpartg
of one another ; then to ground and take up ; then to
carry the firelock on the right arm, and fhoulder;
next to fecure ; and fix, and return their bayanets ;
thefe three attions having two motions out of three
exaltly the fame; and laftly to club, and fhoulder
again.

" well, it will be right to vary the words of command ;

Expl. 3. Mot.
1t
Mot. 2d.

and not always give them in the fame order as they
ftand in the manual exercife, (that being only in-
tended to comprehend all the different actions in a
regular fuite,) but irregularly ; to accuftom them to
be attentive to the words of command only; and not
do things mechanically, and merely by memory. .
XXIII. The officers muft be very attentive, to fee
that the men perform all their motions perfectly

true ; making the ftops exactly at the time and in the -

manner, directed in the explanations of the manual ex-
ercife ; in doing of which, it will be neceffary to give
attention to the following points, which are thofe
that the men are moft apt to fail in.

1. In grounding, to teach them to turn the piece
on the thick or upper part of the butt only, .and not
on the under; and caution them not to flip their right
hand down too low in grounding, but only near the
third loop ; otherwife the weight of the barrel will
overpoife the butt, and raife it from the ground ;
the fame precaution is to be obferved in taking up the
firelock ; the turning the barrel behind, and the
- bring-

e

XXII. When they can do all the altions tolerably
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bringing it up exatly in a line with the right toe, will
be difficult, if they turn it on the lower part of the
butt. '

2. To take care that they ground their firelocks
exaétly fquare to the front, and lay the pieces pa- Expl. 3. Mot
rallel with one another ; the men are apt to incline !
them to the right, if not cautioned againft it.

3. In fhouldering, to take care that the men do not Expl. 6. Mota
make any wide motions, nor advance their left hand &
too far from the left fide when they bring it under the
butt, which is a fault they are very apt to commit.

4. In clubbing, to caufe the men to bring the
barrel of the firelock forward, drawing the butt un- Expl. 5. Mot
der their left arm fo as to bring it between them zd.
and their left-hand man. The fame precaution to be
‘ufed in fhouldering from aclub ; without which they
will be apt to hit and hurt one another, which they
never will, by obferving this rule. .

5. In fecuring to obferve, that the men, throw Expl. 9. Mot.
down their firelocks exactly in a line, and the muz- 3¢ -
zles at an equal diftance from the ground : and not
bend their heads or bodies forward, but keep their
elbow firm on the lock, and the arm a little
bent. .

6. In teaching the men to fix their bayonets, firft of Expl.11. Mot.

- all to fhow, each of them feparately, how a bayonet is 3d.

fixed, and how the notches correfpond with the fight

on the barrel ; taking care that he feizes the bayonet

at firft with the thumb over the bend of the fhank, as

dire@ted in explanation 14; and make him fix and

unfix it feveral times, till he perfettly comprehend

the manner of it. He will then eafily do it in the

time of one motion; it being done only by bring-

ing the notch over the fight, and turning it to the

left, or from him, prefling it down at the fame

time. To unfix, they muft be taught to ftrike the
- B2 bayonet
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bayonet up ftrongly, and turn it to the right, or to
them, lifting it up at the fame time.

- . To take particular care, that the men perform.
their facings with great exactnefs, and in.each mo-

tion place their feet in a right pofition; which they-

will be apt to neglet; and to caution them conti-

nually never to move their left heels off frem the.

ground, as the doing that, varies their fituation,
and breaks the order of the ranks_and files.

8. In charging bayonets, to take care that the men

do not ftep too far back, but ftand eafy and firm
on their legs ; and that the bayonets be dreffed ve-
ry exaltly, both as to height, and degree of incli-
nation or flope upwards; to do which they muft
prefs the right hand firm againft the fide, the

“knuckles refting on the top of the hip-bone.

.9. The priming and loading being fo effentiala part

of the exercife, the moft particular attention muft -

be given, that the men be very exa& in it; makin
the ftops, at the end of each motion, precifely in

the manner direCted in the explanations: and that

they perform every one of the motions with the
greateft accuracy ; neither omitting or adding any,
but doing them exactly according to the diretions
there given. ’

10. In the firft motion, to fee that they come to a
proper pofition ; bringing the piece clofe under the-

right breaft, and the butt juft under their right

arm-pit; keeping the left elbow down and prefled

againft the body, which helps them greatly in fup-

porting the piece; the muzzle muft be raifed enough
to be no inconvenience to the men in the ranks be-
fore them, but not fo high as to endanger the fall-
ing out of the priming, _ »

Fo:
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13

.31. To make them to be very exat in the motion of Mot. 3d.

. taking out the cartridge, biting it, and keeping the

open end upwards, fo that the powder may not fall
out ; and take care that they prime well.

12. To make them take care in fhutting the pan,
that they do it effectually ; and not ofter to caft
abput, ’till they are fure that it is fhut; otherwife
when the pan goes a little hard, they will continual-
ly fail of fhutting it, and lofe their priming.

13. To make them ftop when they have caft about,
and be very exact in performing the following mo-
tions of loading ; obferving, that they turn the hand,
to put the open part of the cartridge downwards.

14. To be very exa&t and minute, in teaching them
this motion; and particularly the feizing the ram-

Mot. 4th.

Mot. sth.

Mot. 6th.
Mot. ~th.

mer back-handed, and drawing it out at once; and

not let them (as they will be apt to do,) omit the
fhortening the rammer againft the waft-belt, and
take care that they bring the butt of the rammer
well into the barrel.

15. The ramming down is very effential to be well -

doneé ; with iron rammers, the driving the rammers,
down once ftrongly, will be fufficient ; but, with

* wooden ramrods, there muft be a ftroke or two, to

ram down the cartridge, but done very quick care
muft be taken that the men, in returning the ram-
mers, enter them far enough into the pipes, fo as
to be within the point of the bayonet, and not
endanger their hands in returning them home in the
next motion.

16. To make them, in fhouldering, come brifkly up
to the proper front; and obferve, that in doing it
they donot ftir the left heel, which is to be kept faft;

otherwife they will lofe their proper fituation in the.

<

rank.

To.

Mot. 8th.

Mot. gth.

Expl.z5.Mct.
1t
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17. To make them kneel far enough back with the"
right knee, in coming down as front rank; the men
being very apt to keep their right knee too clofe to
the left heel, which throws them into a conftrained
pofture, and prevents their keeping the body up-
right; the butts are all to be drefled in a line, even
with the left toes, and the pieces kept perfectly per-
pendicular.

18. To take care that theylevel well in prefenting ; -
the muzzle rather low, and the pieces all dreflfed even
and at the fame height; and to fee that they bring
the butt well againit the hollow of the fhoulder,
neither above nor below it.

19. Frequently to make them recover their arms,
when they have prefented, and expeét the word Fire
and obferve and reprimand fuch, as pull the trig-
ger without the word of command being given.
This is abfolutely neceffary, in order to accuftom
them to keep their fire ’till commanded, and is what
muft be conftantly prattifed. When you give the
word Fire, give it with a loud voice, and pronounce
it as fhort as poffible: When it is given in another
manner, the men feldom or never fire tolerably; and
very often a divifion or platoonis found fault with
for firing ill, when the blame fhould be laid on the
officer that gives the word of command.

20. Take carelikewife to make the men pulltheir

- triggers ftrongly and at once; and as foon as they

have fired, .come brifkly up to their priming pofi-
tion ; obferving that they come to a true attitude,
and place their feet in a right fituation, and that in
half-cocking they ftrain the tumbler to the half-bent
only, raw men being apt to coek, which is a fault
that may be attended with dangerous confe-
quences, I
n
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21. In making ready as centre and rear ranks, the Expl. j0. 34.
chief thing to be attended to, is the nwmking men
ftep back, or to the right,exadtly in the manner di-
rected in the Explanations; which they will be apt to
neglett : and to make them keep their pieces up-
right to a good recover, and not prefent till the
word for it is given. Thefe points are to be likewife
carefully attended to, when the three ranks make

. ready together in clofe order.

XXIV. As this is the moft important part of the
manual exercife, being that which it is not only
highly ufeful, but indifpenfably neceffary for troops
to be well fkilled, and thoroughly prattifed in, for
to enable them to enter into atual fervice : the of-
ficers ought to fpare no pains nor affiduity, in teach-
ing the men, and exercifing them in it. Falfe mo-
tions or irregularities in the other parts of the manual
exercife are faults, rather from their being defor-
mities, and taking off from the uniform and elegant
appearance of troops, than from any great incon-
venience that can immediately arife from them ; but,
in that part which relates to the firing and loading,
no fault can be committed, or falfe motion made,

~ without a manifeft inconvenience or danger. For
this reafon, when the men have gone through the
other parts of the exercife, and can do them to a
certain degree of perfetion; it will be proper to
make them chiefly apply to the firing and loading
motions, and practife them almoft folely; doing
juft enough of the other parts of the exercife, to
keep them from forgetting, and lofing what they
have already learned ; but employing much the
greateft part of the times of exercifing in the fir-
ings, and in maiching and whecling. They muft
at firft be taught this part of the exercife, in the

fame manner as the others ; for which we have given
full
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full directions 3 but when they are fo far proficients,
as to be able to do their motions with exaltnefs,
taking their time from the man that is advanced in
the front; the rear ranks muft then be clofed up,
and they muft be made to go through the firing and
loading, feveral times in clofe order; but flill giving
the fame time, between the motions as before, and
taking it from the man in the front; and the offi-

cers muft obferve, that the men perform every mo-

-tion regularly and accurately, particularly the men in

the centre and rear ranks, who will be moft apt to

Jeglect, and commit faults, efpecially as they are a

little crouded. When they are become expert in
this, which they will foon be, they muft be inftrué- -

ed in the manner of platoon firing, and firft of all
- of all taught to make ready at orce, joining all the

three motions together ; that is to fay, making fcarce
any fenfible paufe between them, but neverthelefs per-

forming every one of them diftinétly. They then muit
be taught to go through all the reft of the motions

_ ofthe t twenty-fourth Explanation in the fame manner;

carefully obferving, that they do not omit nor alter
any part of them; it will therefore at firft be fpro~
per, to make them do it by a few at a time, fo as

1o be able more eafily to dete¢t any falfe motion ;

and then let them do it with the ranks at open or-
der, that the centre and rear ranks may be better

. .obferved and attended to, Stri¢t cautions muft be

‘given them- about this, and they muft be told, that
though they are to make no ftops, or give any fenfible
time between the motions ; yet that they are by no

~ means to hurry themfelves, nor ftrive which fhall

have done fooneft ; but perform every motion exatt-
ly as taught them at firft ; only not wait for one ano-

* ther till after the ninth motion; when they muift

ftop, till the word be given to Ihoulder which they
muit
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muft do all together. When they can go through
al the motions with quicknefs and regularity, then
clofe the rear ranks to the front, and make them
make ready and fire ; firft one file, or two at a time,
taking care that each rank comes to its proper pofi-
tion in making ready: then by five or fix files,
and after that by divifions : but of the manner of
doing this we fhall fay more in another place, when
we come. to treat of the platoon firings. _

© XXYV. When, in order to eafe the men, the word
of command to fupport their arms is given; which
it will be very groper to do, whenever they are
~marching or pra

lutions ; the officers muft take care to make them bring
their right hands enough acrofs their bodies, towards
the left fide, and hug their pieces well to them with
their left arm; by doing this, they may carry the
firelocks as upright and even, as when fhoulder-
ed. , '

XXVI. After performing any firings with pow-
der, it will be abfolutely neceffary to take particu-
lar care, that the bayonets are wiped very clean;
and not fuffer them to- be returned, whilft any dire
or foil of the powder remains upon them, which will
not only caufe them to ruft, but alfo fpoil the fcab-
bard, fo as to render it impofiible to keep the bay-
onets clean ever after. -

XXVII. It will be frequently proper, in exerci-
fing the men in the firings in clofe order, to make
them fire a general difcharge, coming up after it to
a recover as in explanation 41. of the Manual ; and
immediately to give them the words, March! March!
making them advance in that manner ieveral paces

brifkly by the double ftep, the drum beating

the grenadiers march; then give them the word,
Charge your .bayonets ! upon” which the front rank
: , - Cc muft.

ifing any of the wheelings or evo-
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- L FPVHE marching well is ‘an affair of fo-much
« - :importance in’ real fervice, that the officers-
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muft immediately charge their bayonets, as they ftep
with their left feet; and keep moving on brifkly in
that pofition, paffing their right feet before the left,
and keeiing the bedy half-faced to the right; the

. tear ranks remaining recovered, and clofing well up

to the front rank. At the word Halt! they halt, the
front rank at 6nce coming to a recover; and imme-
diately the whole primes and loads. ,

. XXVIIIL.- You may then face them to the right
about, and make them retire back again flowly,
the drum beating the retreat; and then face them
again as before; but this may be repeated, or vari-

* &d, at the difcretion of the commanding officer.

D B0 e . Tt e e
- CHAP. I
Rvpgs and DirecTions for MaRrcHING.

ART. T OF Marching firaight forward, and
. & Dafeription of the PRUSSIAN STEP,

- e
-

muft, take the ‘moft -particular cafe to fender the

- men as ‘perfe& in it as poffible, and fpare no at-

tention nor pains for that purpofe ; the regularity

and:: beauty of all ‘manceuvres and evolutions, and.

efpecially: that ‘moft effential: point, the keeping in

ood order, in advancing towards or retreating

Tont an enemy, intirely depending on it, Marfhal

Saxe,.
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Saxe, who was undoubtedly an excellent writer on
military affairs, as well as a great general; fays ex-
prefsly, ‘that the principal and moft material part of

all exercife is the teaching foldiers to ufe their legs .

properly, and not their arms (1.): That is to fay,
the accuftoming them to march in exa&t order and
regularity, keeping a true time, and as it were a
mufical cadence in their fteps. He adds, that who-

ever does not foow this method, is ignorant of even -

the firft elements of the art of war. We have before
obferved, that he takes this to have been the great fe-
cret of the difcipline of the antients; and it feems
to be likewile a principal part of that of the Pruf-
fians (2.). The old method  of marching was tf?t
i

p——

(1.) We will give this paflage out of Saxe’s Reveries in the origi-

nal, that his meaning may be the better underflood, the word,

Arms, having an equivocal fenfe in Englith :

<« ] e principal de Iexercice font les jambes, et nan pas les bras:
« Ceft dans les {'amb:: que't tout le fecret des manceuvres des
e ‘combats; et ceft avx jambes qu'il faut s'addreffer: quiconque
¢ fait autrement, eft un ignorant, et n’en eft pas feulement aux ele-
« mens de’ce quon apelle le metier de la gueire. '

2.) Since the note in page zd has been printed off, aninge,
nious and learned friend (Mr. B. Stillingfleet, who has lately pub-
fithed fome Mifcellaneous Tra&s, upon feveral very curious and
interefting points of natural hiftory, phyfic, &c.) has been fo ob-
liging as to communicate to us fuc _paﬁ'ages as he could recolle&t
in the Greek and Latin authors, relating to the ufe that the antients
made of mufic in war; which we will give in his own words, for
the fatisfation of thofe of our readers, who have a mind to exa-
yning this piece of military antiquity, with a little more accuracy.

" yfm queftion aboyt the antient foldjers marching in ca-
¢ dence puts mein-mind, that in my Milton I had a note upon
« the following paflage:

« G they move
« In perfe@ Phalanx, to the Dorian mood ,
« Of futes.and foft recardess. Paad. Loft, Bopk i. v..543¢

Cei « And

1)
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lift up the legs and feet high, and make fhort fteps;
fetting the feet hard down to the ground. Of late
our troops, as well as thofe of other nations, have be-
gun to pradife the Pruffian ftep and manner of
marching ; we fhall give, therefore, a few general
rules for the doing of it.

H. The manner of performing this ftep is by
carrying the foot direétly forward with a ftraight
knee, near and almoft parallel to the ground; the
balance of the body is to be kept back on the leg
that is behind, making as it were a momentary
‘ ' paufe;

¢t And there I found quoted Thucyd. lib. v. and Cicero Tufcal:
¢ 1ib, ii. §. xvi. Aul. Gell, lib. i. chap.ii. Xenophon de Lace-
¢ dem. Republica. Plutarch fays they marched to the found of
- pipes, in order to make a more folemn and terrible appearance; ,
¢ and that they might keep their ranks the better. Valer. Max.
«¢ 1ib. ii. chap. vi. fays the fame. Agefilaus in his Apophthegms .
<« alludes to this ufe of mufic in war. Lucian de Saltat, fays,

that the Lacedemonians perform every thing mufically, Info.
¢ much that they march to battle with meafured fteps regulated -
¢ by the pipe, which gives the fign of onfet: And the order and -
¢¢ regularity proceeding from thence have made them always victo-
¢¢ rious. N. B.I have tranflated avrec by the general word, Pipe, .
¢« which is commonly tranflated Flute; but, from a paffage in a
¢ fcholiat on Pindar, I have reafon to believe the avAec was an
¢ inftrument analogous to our hautboys. Maximus. Tyrius Orat. .
& xxi. mentions this cuftom, and Clemens Alexand:inus, lib. iis
¢ chap. iv.  and Quintil. lib. i. c. xvi. and Nicolaus apud Sto-
¢ bzum who fays, there always attended upon the king focth-

-

o o

"« fayers, thﬁcnans, and pipers, who in the battle fupplied the

¢ place o
€

trumpeters. Polybius in fin. lib: ii. Aritides Quintil.
de Mufica, lib. it. With the Spartans every thing had a view to
war; and it was, I fuppofe, for this reafon, that they were fo -
¢ careful to preferve their old mufic, which was calculated for
¢¢ that end, and for that only; they faw their neighbours get
¢ into a fiyle that rather ferved to render them effeminate and”
¢¢ delicate, than to make them terrible to their enemies; thus .
¢ Plutarch fays, that they allowed of none but the fim jel} modu- -
¢ lations : That they were obliged to ftick to their old mufick : -
¢¢.That Terpander was -fined by the Ephori, for ufing a ftring

(13

% more than the law allowed ;. That an Ephorus cut off two -

¢ of
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paufe, when the knee is at its full extenfion (3.):
- During which time the foot is advanced in the air,
- the toe turned out, ‘and rather pointed downwards;

- when you fhift the balance on to the other leg, you -

muft {pring forward from the ball of the foot which
you ftood on, ftill advancing the foot that is foremoft,
and fet it down flat and at once on the ground.
- We have added a plate No. 44, which will give
“a better idea of the flep, than any defcription of ours.
can poffibly do; this being a motion extremely:
beautiful and graceful, when well' performed, but-
very difficult to defcribe. : :

INI. It will require indeed, fome time and trouble
-to teach.the men to march well in this manner ;
-but it is not near fo hard to attain to, as at firft
it appears to-be. The chief difficulty is to make
.them underftand the nature of the ftep ; moft awk-
ward fellows, efpecially thofe who are ufed to fol-
low the plough, throw the balance of their body
forward, which occafions them to have a flouch in:
their gait; and they are apt likewife to lift their
-legs too high, and turn up the points of their
“toes. It is therefore neceffary to take fome pains
at firft, to teach' them the ftep fingly, or by two
or three only at a time, without arms; taking great:
care to make them keep the balance of the body
as far back as poffible, (which is done by throwing.
.back the fhoulders, and holding the head up,) fo:
as- to reft their. whole weight on the leg which is

hin-

¢ of nine ftrings from Phrynius’s Cithara: That another cut off
¢ one. from Timotheus’s inftrument having eight, which was one
¢ more than was permitted by law.” '

(3.) We would by no means be underftood here as intending
to divide the flep into two motions; the paufe muft be fo fhort, .
as to be barely perceptible, and mark the fhorteft time pofiible. .

s
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‘hindmoft; and not bring the balance forward, *ll
.after the leg that is advanced be fully extended, and
the knee ftraight. When once you have brought

them to comprehend the nature of the ftep, and
to do it fingly, the making them perform it by
ranks will be found very eafy ; and they will attain
to an exatnefs and regularity in doing it, much
fooner than in the old manner of marching; as the
little momentary paufe (which is made juft at the
inftant the leg is extended, and the balance of the
ibedy ready to be fhifted,) gives them a fort of
time, which greatly facilitates their doing it all to-
:gether.  And this is one of the advantages, which
this manner -of marching has over that which was
formerly practifed. The others are, that it is in-
comparably more gracefull and genteel, and that a
body moves fafter, and gains more ground by it ;

-the progreflive motion being continued, during the
- whele time of the ftep.

" IV. The men muft be taught, that at the werd of
-command, March! they are always to begin and

~ ftep off with the left foot; and, fer that reafon,

thould be told not to bear the chief weight of their
body on that foot : which fome are apt to do, and
fo lofe the time at the very firft ftep, before they
can fhift the balance ; bur to keep the balance
evef® between both feet, and, at the word, March!!

ftep off at once. They muft, on the other hand,

be ftrictly cautioned againft raifing up their feet,

before the word of command to march be thoroughly

pronounced. .

. V. At the word Halt ! theyareto at once,
bringing their feet up even-on a line with one ano»
ther, the heels about four inches afunder, in the
pofition. before defcribed in the manual exercife, and

fhand
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ftand perfectly fteady; looking to the right, and
drefling their ranks.

+ VL. In marching ftraight forward, the men are
to look to the right, and take care to regulate their
fteps by their right-hand man ; they muft juft feel
one another, and their feet muft all be lifted up, and
- fet down on the ground at the fame inftant of
time, and the fteps fhould be exaltly of the fame
length ; in marching on a large front, the men:
muft look inwards towards the centre, and regu-
late their motions by that. :

VH. We fhall follow the method of the French,
in diftinguithing three forts of fteps in marching :
- The fhort, the long, and the double ftep. Fhe
length of. the. fhort ftep is one foor and a half, and
itis performed in the time of one fecond; that of the
long or the common ftep two feet, and is performed:
in the fame time ; the double ftep is two feet like-
wife, but performed in half the time, or two ot
them in a fecond. When the men are to advance
by this ftep, the word of command is to be doubled,.
March! March!

VIIE. The ranks muft take great care, in march-
‘ing, to keep exactly parallel with one another, ‘and:
that neither flank be more advanced than the other.

They muft likewife cover one another well, and:

take care to preferve their diftances ; neither gaiming

nor lofing ground, but each rank keeplng at the
fame diftance from the others as at firft. '

The fame rules are likewife to be obferved, in
marching by companies or divifions; which muft
likewife keep exactly parallel to one another, and
cover, and preferve their diftances; with. all poflible:
‘exaétnefs. . :

IX. Icis not near fo difficult to bring the men to-

march with great regularity and harmony by ranks,

as

23
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as it is to make them do it by files. If you take
a rank that marches very exactly, and face them to’
the right or left, giving them the word to march ;'
you will find that they will neither ftep off together,
nor keep their diftances ; but will open from one
another confiderably, in marching a fhort fpace.
The reafon for this is, that they cannot eafily
bring th8mfelves in that fituation, to ftep off all at
ence with the left feet ; but each man looks down,
to fee when the man before him lifts up his leg,

being afraid of hitting him ; by which means, they

lofe the time at firft, and the error increafes the

farther they go, and the more men there are in the

file, The beft “way, therefore, is to begin, with
Pplacing four or five men in a file, or one behind the
others and ftrictly caution them to look up, ob-

-ferving only ene another’s heads and fhoulders ;

taking great care to make them all, at the word,
March ! lift up theirleft legs, and ftep off together.
It will be difficult to make them do this perfedtly ;.
however, if they have been, at firft, well inftruéted
according to the rules before laid down, you may
with fome pains, bring them to it very tolerably
in a fhort time ; though one may venture to fay,
that a body that can march off by the flank, to any
confiderable diftance, without lofing the ftep, or
opening its files, has nearly attained to the greateft
poffible perfetion in marching., :

X. To open the diftances of the ranks in march-
ing ; if to two paces, the centre rank muft obferve
the front rank ; and when that makes the third pace,
(or the fecond with the left leg) ftep off with the

- fame leg along with it : The rear rank is to obferve

the centre rank in the fame manner, and does the
fame, : ~ _ '
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It may not be amifs, at firft, in order to accultom
the men to obferve, to make them count the fteps
of the rank before them; beginning (when they
raife their left legs,) one ; when they raife the righe,
two ; when the left again, three; at the fame time,
ﬁepging off themfelves with their left legs.

If to open to fix paces, the centre rank.begins
at the feventh pace of the front rank, or the fourth
time of raifing the left leg ; the rear rank likewife
begins, when the centre rank makes its feventh
Pm.

ART. I
Of the oblique anr.
1. H E oblique ftep is to be performed .in

the fame time and manner, as to the motion
of the feet and legs, as that ftraight forward, (4)
only that it is made by carrying them obliquely to
the right or left, the body being kept fquare to the
proper front.

II. If you are to incline to the right, when you
ftep with the left foot, you carry it acrofs, fetting
it down even with and before the poins of the right
foot, the left toe pointing to the front ; and then
ftep obliquely to the right with the right foot, ad-
vancing it towards the front, and fetting it down

before, and about fix inches to the right of the point °

of the left foot, the toe pointing obliquely to the

righe;

-(4.) The oblique ftep is likewife diftinguithed into the fhort, the

long, and the doubled ftep. The fteps, however, muft be rather

fhorter, on account of the obliquity ; and the long ftep muft not be
- above-eighteen inches.  ’
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right; and fo alternately, moving towards the front-
in a diagonal line, inclining to the right ;. obferv-
ing to. keep the body and fhoulders fquare to your-
proper front:

If you are to incline to the left, when you ftep-
with the right foot, you carry it acrofs, fetting it-
down even with and before the point of the left
foot, the right toe pointing to the front ;. and then.
ftep obliquely to the left with the left foot, ad--
vancing it towards the front, and fetting it down.
before, and about fix inches to the left of the point-
of the right foot, the toe pointing obliquely to the-
left; and fo alternately, moving towards the front
in a diagonal line, inclining to the left ; obferving to-
keep the body and fhoulders fquare to your proper.
front. 4

II1. In marching by the oblique ftep, -in ranks or-
divifions, particular attention is to be given, that.
they keep parallel to-their proper front; and not
advance on the right flank, when they incline to the
left ; nor on the left, when inclining to the right ;-
as they are exceedingly apt to do, and to make as-
it-were a half wheel:(5.): to prevent this, the men
muft be taught to look to the right, when they in-
cline to the left; and to the left, when they incline -
to the right; and regulate themfelves by the outs
fide flank ; obferving by all means to advance equal-
ly, and keep even with it. '

IV. The oblique ftep is of great ufe on many oc--
cafions, and renders feveral of the evolutions much.
more fimple and eafy ; by it you always preferve-

youg:

Ec.l) As in plate 46, figure 1 and 2, where the rank a. 5. is fup--
© po

to be moving to ¢. 4. by the oblique ftep. If particular
care be not talsen, when it comes half-way, inftead of being in
a parallel fituation, as at ¢. /. it will be in. the fituation ¢. g.

#
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~your front, and avoid wheelings and other motions,

that are very dangerous to be attempted, when near
an enemy ; befides the not lofing any time, as the
‘whole body keeps ftill marching, and advancing
forwards.

V. The fide-ftep, as now practifed by our troops,
is much the fame as the oblique ; only crofling the
feet more, and going direétly to the right o: left;
it feems to be a conftrained motion, the body being
4n a forced twift, which is neither eafy nor graceful.
We cannot find that the Pruflians ufe it, nor the
French ; though they ufe the oblique ftep (6), of
‘which the Pruffians were the inventors : neither do
we perceive that it is of any great fervice ; any evo-
lutions, that require the fide-ftep, being much more
eafily performed, by facing the men, and march-
«ing them by the flank, as the men muft be halted
to perform either; for which reafon we have omit-
ted giving any particular directions about it.

D2 CHAP.

(6.) When we fay that the Freach do not ufe the fide-flep,
-we mean that it is not in the exercife eftablithed by authority m
17555 though we are fenfible that Monfieur de Bombelles, in
his évolutions Militaires, mentions the Pas de Coté ; which, how-
-gver-by his defcription-of it, is rather an oblique ftep.
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CHAP. IIL

Rures and Direcrions for WHEELING.

I Rank that wheels, is to be confidered as an

inflexible ftraight line, moving round upon
one of its extremities as a centre, and deferibing a
portion of a circle.

It is evident, that the farther any point in the line
is from the centre, the greater fpace it has to run
over in the fame time, and confequently muft move
fafter in a certain proportion, than thofe points which
are nearer the centre. :

This is the general principle of all wheeling by
fingle ranks ; on which the following rules for per-
forming it are founded. ‘

II. Firft, the whole rank is to ftep off at the fame

time, and with the fame feet on the word of com-

mand, March! being given; .and every man is to
make an equal number of paces, only his paces muft
be longer or fhorter in proportion to his diftance
from the flank, which ferves as a céntre. In wheeling
to the right, therefore, each man’s paces muft be
longer than thofe of his right-hand man ; in wheel-
ing to the left, they muft be longer than thofe of his
left-hand man. C

2. The man on the flank, which ferves as a centre,
is not to ftir that heel, which is the centre, upon
which the rank is to turn from the ground. That
is to fay, the right heel in wheeling to the right, and
the left in wheeling to the left.

For

~ omenGoogle |




Rules and Directions Sor Wheeling:

* For this reafon in wheeling to the right, when the
men ftep with the left feet, his left foot is to be lifted
up at the fame time, and fet down again even with
the right; when they ftep with their right feet, his
right toe only is to be raifed, and the heel kept faft
on the ground; turning the body a little, fo as to
come about even w ch the rank (1.). ‘

In wheeling to the left, the fame ruleis to be ob-
" ferved ; only that the left heel is then kept faft; and,
when the rank lifts the left feet, the left toe is to
be raifed.

3. The whole rank is governed by the flank that
wheels. In wheeling, therefore, to the right, every
man fhould look to the left, and regulate his ftepg
by thofe of his left-hand man, in order not to ad-
vance before, or fall back behind him, but bring
the rank about even. In the fame manner, in wheel-
ing to the left, every man is tolook to the right, and
regulate his fteps by thofe of his right-hand
man. *

4. Every man muft clofe towards the centre, fo
as juft to touch and feel the man next within him,
but by no means to croud or prefs him : For par-
ticular is to be taken, that the men neither open

the

(r.) It will be proper to teach this motion firft of all to each

" man feparately, and then make them prattife it a. little, by fix or
eight, or a whole rank at a time ; each man keeping his right or
loft heel faft, (according as they are to wheel to the right or
left,) and all raifing their toes, and lifting their legs at the fame
time, coming about all evenly together, without ftirring from their
laces ; this will make every one of them be ready at it, and
now what they are to do, whenfoever they happen to be on the

flank that is- wheeled upon : The wosd of command-is the fame -

as for the wheelings,

To the right (or left,) Wheel! March !
Except that at the word, March ! they are only to raife their legs,
but not ftir from their place,

e
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‘the rank, by edging away.to the outfide from ene

another; nor break .it, by crouding in too clofe to
the centre. In wheeling, therefore, to the right, you
are to fegl the right-hand man; and, in wheeling te.
the left, the!left-hand man.

Pl 46. fg. 3. Wheeling to the right or left is defcribing a

.and 4.:

quarter of a circle, (or from a to 5.) Wheeling

Fig..3. and 4. tO the right or left about is defcribing a half cir-

.cle, (or from ato ¢.)

Thefe are the general rules for all wheeling

'by fingle ranks ; thofe for doing itin clofe order,
fhall be given afcerwards.

III. In teaching the men to wheel, it will be right
to begin with but a few in a rank, as it will be

" .eafier for them to performit, and any faults may

Fig. 3.and 4.

be better. remarked and corrected ; when they are
tolerably perfet, then add more.

IV. According as you intend to wheel to the
right or left, you muft caution the right and left-
hand man, to ftand or wheel; and then give the
word of command (2.):

To the right (or left) Wheel! March!

At which the whole rank fteps off :together, with
their left feet, and wheels to the right (or left) a
arter of a circle (or from 4. to 4.) obferving
exactly the directions before given, and taking care
to move uniformly, and bring the rank about even.
When they have defcribed-the quarter of the circle,

you give the word :
Halt! «
: At

(2.) Befides the general rules here given for wheeling, the men
«muft obferve ftriGtly thofe before laid down in Chap. ii. Art. §.
4-and 5. for marching. Particularly 1ft. never to begin the mo-

. tion, till the word of command, March! is fully pronounced.

2dly. Always to flep off at firft with the left feet; and, 3dly,
at the word of command, Ha/t! to bring the fest .fquarc and

-even with . one anether.
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At which they at once bring their feet fquare, and’

drefs their rank, ftanding quite firm and fteady.

V. When the men are tolerably perfet in this, and
do it regularly ; you.will give the word :

To the yight (or left) about, Wheel! March! Halt!
At the word, March! they wheel the half circle
to the right (or left) about (or from 4. to ¢.) ob-
ferving the fame rules as before ; and at the word,
Halt! ftand faft as before directed (3.).

VI. The rank may then be told off into divifions
of four, fix, or mere men in each, according to:
the number of the whole rank. The right and left-
hand men of each divifion muft be told, you are the:
right, you are the left, of the divifion : Then, if
they are to wheel to the right,. the right-hand men-
are to be told that they ftand;. the left-hand men,
that they wheel: If to wheel to the left, then the
left-hand men are to ftand, and the right-hand:
men to wheel ;. you then give the word :

3t

Plate 46. fig.
3.and 4.

To the right, Wheel by divifnsV (or by fours,, -

Ax’s, ©e. according to the number of men in-
each divifion) March!

At which all the divifions ftep off together with their-
left feet, and wheel a quarter of a circle, and then.
halt,

They

(3-) By wheeling the half circle, the-rank changes its front, and.-
is removed either to the right .or left of its former ground,’ by the -
whole extent of its front ; as may be feen in plate 46. fig. 3. and 4.

To bring it back to its former front and ground, it muft be -
:fain wheeled about the fame way, from c. to &. which completes-

¢ circle,
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Plate 46. Fig.
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They will then be formed into as many ranks as
there are divifions, each diftant from the other, the
extent of its front (4). ,

They may then wheel once more to the right,

which will again form them into a rank entire,
fronting oppofite to what they did before (5.).
* VII. After this they fhould be made to wheel
by divifions (or ranks of fours, fix’s, &c.) to the
right and left about; always forming a rank entire,
at the ﬁniﬂaindg of the wheel. For to do this you
give the word:

To the right (or kft) about, wheel by divifions! (or
by fours, fis's, 6c.) March! .

At which all the divifions ftep off as before, and
wheel to the right or left a half circle; taking care
to move evenly, and to come about, all together in
the fame time; keeping exaltly on their proper
ground, without lofing their centre; and falling in, all

- : at

(4.) It is always cuftomary to form into ranks, by wheeling to
the right ; for which reafon we have reprefented it fo in p
46. figures 5. and 8. Though in teaching it will be proper te
accuftom the men to do it to the left as well as the right.

(5.) This changes not only the front, but the fituation of the
divifions ; that which was on the right, being now on the left; and
removes the rank to the right, the extent of the front of one of
divifion, vid. fig. 6. 'To bring them back to their former fitu~
ation and front, they muft be wheeled, either twice to the right,
or once to the right about. Fig. 6. Thews the divifions wheeled

‘2o the right about. Fig. 7. fhews the fame done to the left about.

1f, after having wheeled by divifions to the right, you wheel them

in to the left,"and form a rank entire, by this yo:dpreferve
the fame front, but change your ground, being advanced to the
front, by the extent of one divifion, and as much to the righe,
vid. plate 46. figure 8.
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at once, into their places in the rank entire: when
they are all come about, they ftill keep moving -
their feet without advancing, and look to the right ;
drefling the rank at the fame time ; when they are
dreffed, you give the word,
o Halt !
" At which they all ftand faft as before diretted.

VIII. Wheeling thus by ranks, and then form-
ing a rank entire, is an excellent method of bring-
ing the men to wheel with exa@nefs; for, if the
flank men of each rank, who ferve as centres,
ftir at all out of their proper ground, by not keep-
ing faft the heel they turn upon; the ranks cannot
wheel clear of one another, nor fall into their places
in the rank entire. And if the tranks do not come
about all even, and together, it is immediately per-
ceived ; fo that, when the men are tolerably per-
fect in doing this, they will find every thing elfe in
wheeling very eafy to them.

IX. The next thing to be taught the men is wheel-
ing on the centre. To do this, you tell the rank
into two divifions; and, after having informed the
men which divifion they belong to, you give the
word, -

Upon the centre, Wheel to the right! March!
At the firft word of command, the divifion upon
the right goes to the right about. ' '

At the word of command, March! both divi-
fions wheel to the right, obferving to move exactly
even and together, and keep the whole rank perfect- pa¢e 46.
ly ftraight and drefled; when they have wheeled the Fig. g.
quarter of the circle, you give the word,

: Halt! Fromt!
At which the divifions halt, drefling their ranks ; and
at the word, Front! the right-hand divifion comes

to the right about,
, E . , Upon
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Upon the centre, Wheel to the right about ! March
Halt! Fyont!
The fame as the former, only defcribing the half
circle. ' '
Upon the centre, Wheel to the left! Maych !
As before ; only the divifion on the left goes to the
right about. ’
o Halt! Front! ‘
The left-hand divifion comes to the right about
again. :
gUpon the centre, Wheel to the left about! March b
Halt! Front!

As before ; only defcribing the half circle. -
X. When the men are brought to wheel with
tolerable regularity ; which, by practifing thefe me-
thods, will be in a fhort time; it will be proper to
make the ranks march, and wheel fingly, one af-
ter another, at open order or fix paces afunder; ob-
ferving the directions before given, Chap. ii. Art. i.
§. 8. to keep the ranks parallel to one another in
marching ; and taking particular care to make each
rank wheel, exaétly on the fame ground as the rank
preceding it did; coming up fquare to it, and not
beginning to wheel, till the flank that is to ftand, be
precifely on the fame ground that the flank of the
other was. To make the men do this well, will re-
quire a good deal of care and attention ; for they
are exceffively apt to incline to the outfide, when they
fee the ranks before them wheel ; and begin to wheel,
long before they come to the proper place; which
has a very bad effe&, and deftroys all beauty and re-
gularity in marching (6.). The beft way of teach-

: ng

(’6.)' See plate 46. figures 13, 14. where the ranks are reprefent-
ed in their proper fituations, at 4. &.c¢.d. 2. f. g.b. the pricked
dines, t. 4 4. /. fhewing the places to which the ranks, 2 S g

. . will
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mg the men at firft, is to make all the ranks halt,
as foon as each rank has finithed wheeling; and fet
them right, placing them in the fituation they ought
to be in. Then again give the word, Marcb! upon
which the rank that is to wheel, wheels ; and the
others advance, and march forward fix paces; then
halt again, and do this every time that a rank
wheels, By this method, the men will foon compre-
hend what it is they are to do; and, in a few times
practifing, will come up fquare to their ground, and

wheel regularly after one another, without halting,.
XI. As on certain occafions, particularly at a
review, it is fometimes neceffary to march the com-
panies off by ranks of fours ; it willbe proper to teach
the men this way of marching, and wheeling by
fingle ranks, at open order. It being alfo the founda-
~ tion for marching and wheeling by divifions in clofe
order; becaufe the wheelings in clofe order, with the
rear ranks clofed to the frogt, are governed by the
fame principles, and are done entirely by the fame
methods, as thofe in open order: the front rank,
(which regulates the two others) obferving exattly
all the rules that have been given for a fingle rank.
But, as a fingle rank may be confidered as a ftraight
inflexible line ; {o three or more ranks, in clofe or-
der, may be confidered as a ruler or parallelogram
A.B.C. D. E. F. moved round on one of its an-
gles C, as a centre ; confequently the points F. H.
D. muft defcribe in wheeling the quarter of the cir-
cle, the arches of fmall circles, F. f. H. h. D. d. and
E 2 : in

#. will get, if the officers and ferjeants on the fanks do not take
particular care to make them keep the ranks parallel, and come
up guare to their ground. It is alfo to be obferved here, that all

ing is fuppofed to be done in a fraight line, and all turnings
by wheeling at right angles.

35
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in wheeling the half circle, the femicircular arches
F.f ff H h. b D.d. d (7.). ‘

For this reafon, in wheeling to the right the
rear ranks muft incline a little to the left, in order
to cover and keep in a line with their file-leaders ;
and, when they wheel to the left, incline a little to
the right, for the fame reafon. The men in the
rear ranks, are to clofe fo as juft to feel one ano-
ther ; and to zake care to ftep off at the fame time
and in the fame manner, as the front rank ; but, the
exaltnefs of the whole depending chiefly upon the
front rank, the principal attention of the rear ranks
muft be to cover well, and to keep exactly behind
their file-leaders in the front rank ; clofing up well
to it, and not opening their order; as they will
be apt to do, efpecially on the flank that wheels,
if particular care be not taken to prevent it.

XII. In marching with the ranks at open order,
if the divifions be large, and the front confe-
quently extended, it is very difficult to wheel with
regularity by fingle ranks: for as the fpace to be
gone over by the flank that wheels, is one quarter
of the circumference of a circle, of which the whole
rank is radius; it is evident, that the rank which
follows, will have made fix paces. (the diftance
allowed between the ranks,) long before the other
that precedes it has finithed its wheel; and will be
obliged to hale, tiil it has done : and likewife, that
the rank which precedes, will make more than
fix paces, before the rank following it can wheel;
. : fo

(7.) We have here only reprefented it as moved to the
right. on the centre C. becaufe there can be no difficulty in
comprehending the fame moved to the left on the centre A.
and the points F. G. B. defcribing portions of fmaller circles,
in the fame manner as the ‘points F, H. D. in this figure.

R |
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"fo that the proper diftances between the ranks will
be loft; for that reafon, when the divifions are
large, the beft way, and that which is almoft
always practifed, is to wheel in clofe order (8.).

XIII. To teach the men to wheel with the
ranks in clofe order, the fame methods are to be
-purfued, as before direCted for wheeling by fingle
-ranks (9).

Firft, to practife them in wheeling to the right
and left, and to the right and left about (10.).

Then to form them into two or more divifions ;
and wheel them- by divifions to the right and left
about; forming the company at the finithing of
each wheel, as diretted in §. vii. of this chap-
.ter (r1.)

XI1V. Inwheeling upon the centre in clofe or-
der, it muft be obferved, that each divifion is
to turn upon the man on the flank of the cen-

tre rank; and that man is to be cautioned not
to

\

(8.) For the manner of doing this, vide Chap. ii. Art.i. §.

10.
(9.) In order to explain the nature of the wheeling in three
ranzs in clofe order the better, we have in plate 47. given plans
of all the different wheelings (the methods of doing which in
fingle ranks we have already defcribed,) as done by three ranks
in clofe order, which, being perfe@tly analogous to thofe in plate
46, need little farther explanation : We muft only remark that in
the wheeling upon the centre in fig. 10. it muft be obferved, that
the rear rani of the left-hand divifion is the front, and in fig. 11.
the rear rank of the right-hand divifion is the front, as they are
fuppofed to have juft finifhed the wheel, and not yet received the
word of command to front.

: lglo.) Vide No. 4. of this chapter; and plate 47. fig. 2.

and 3. - :
(11.) Vide, No. 5. of this chapter, and plate 47. fig. 4, 5, 6, 7.

37
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to ftir his heel off of the ground, but move round
on it; as has been before directed for the front
rank in §.ii. of this chapter. The two men in the
~ centre are to take care to come round together,
and keep fhoulder to fhoulder; the men in the
centre of the front and rear ranks are likewife
by no means to feparate ; therefore, in wheeling on
the centre to the right, the front ranks fhould in-
cline a little to the right; and the rear ranks to
the left; and contrariwife in wheeling to the left.

The words of command are the fame as befores
Upon the centre, Wheel to the right,
March!

Plate 47.  Upon the firft of which, the right-hand divifiori

Fig. 10, goes to the right about; and at the fecond, March!
both divifions ftep off together, and wheel in the
-manner as before direted; only that the rear rank
of the right-hand divifion is now become the firft
rank, and leads. ’

Ac the words, Halt! Fron:!

- The divifion which faced comes again to the right
about, and both divifions drefs with one ano-
ther. : -

In the fame manner, they wheel to the right

about.
Plate In wheeling to the left, or left about, exattly
Fig. 14'7 the fame rules are to be obferved; ~only that the
left-hand "divifion goes to the right about, and its
‘rear rank becomes the front.

The fame rules that are given in §. x. of this
<hapter, for marching and wheeling by fingle ranks,
hold good with regard to doing it by divifions or

. companies 3




Directions for Marching and Wheeling, &, -
companies; and the fame care is to be taken to
make them keep exactly parallel one with the
other; and come {quare up to their ground on
which they are to wheel, and neither incline out-
wards, nor begin to wheel too foon.

CHAP IV.

DirecTioNs for MArRcHING and
WHEELI‘NG 'by PLaTooNs or
Divisions. :

1. YN marching, the men muft be taught, to affume:
themfelves a foldier-like air, to hold their heads.
up, look to the right, and, when they pafs by an.
cer, look him boldly in the face; to keep their
breafts forward, and thei-, fhoulders back ; to lift
wp their feet, and extend their knees all together-
at the fame time, their toes being turned out, and
pointed rather downwards ; and fet their feet down.
firm at once, but without ftamping; to preferve their
ranks even, and not to open their files; to carry their:
arms well, prefling their piece well againft their body,,
that it may be fteady, and not waver; letting their
right hand hang down by their right-fide, without
any motion. :
II. The platoons or divifions (1.) muft march a
moderate pace by.the common ftep, rather flow
o thani

(1.) To aveid ufelefs repetitions of words, we fhall, in ge-
neral, only ufe the word Platoon, though the fame dire&ions muit:
be underftood, as ferving, likewife, for fubdivifions and divifions..

39
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than otherwife ; and the captain that leads the firft
platoon or divifion, ought to be very careful not
to advance too faft, which would oblige thofe in
the rear to quicken their pace, and even to run in
order to preferve their diftances; which, befides its
having a bad effe&t, would hazard putting them in
diforder, and prevent their ftanding fteady and
drefling well immediately, upon the word being
given to halt. o

I1I. The ranks of a platoon, in marching, muft
be at equal diftances from one another, that is to fay,
two paces ; the officers alfo are to keep equal dif-
tances between their platoons or divifions, which are
not to exceed the extent. of their front.

IV. The officers at the head of platoons muft ob-
ferve to keep at equal diftances before them, and
from one another, and carry their fufees fteady upon
their right arms, and frequently look back to the
right, to fee how they march.

V. The officers who lead platoons, or  divi-
fions, muft march before the centre of them;
if there be three or more officers at the head,
the fubalterns on the right and left muft divide
the ground equally between the right and left
flank, the captain being in the centre. If there be
only two officers, they divide the front equally be-
tween them. The drummers muft keep oppofite the
centre of the platoon; taking care ftrictly to ob-
ferve their proper diftances from the officers, and
from the men. N. B. The diftance between the
officers and the front rank of the men is four paces;

between the drummers and the front rank of the
men two paces. ' :

VI. The
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VI. The officers are to take care that.the right
flanks of the platoons cover one anoiher exattly,
obferving however, in wheeling to the left, that
they are then to cover the left flank of the platoon
preceding them. ,

VII. The officers ‘muft take particular care, when
their platoons are to wheel, to make them come up
_{quare to the ground that they are to wheel upon,
as diretted in Chap. iii. §. the 1oth.

VIII. When a divifion comes to the ground upon
‘which it is 'te wheel, the officer commanding it
gives the word of command, Clofe up ! upon which
the front rank-men keep moving their feet only, but
the rear ranks clofe brifkly up to the front; the
officer then gives the word, To the right (or left)
Wheel !

Upon which the divifion wheels, taking care to
ftep together, and wheel even; as foon as it comes
about, the officer gives the word, Ha/t ! Drefs! upon
which the divifion ftands faft and drefles at once.
The officer then gives the word, March ! upon which
the front rank fteps off with the left feet together,
afterwards the centre and rear ranks, taking care
to open to the diftance of two paces, as directed in
Chap. ii. §. 10. :

IX. When the officer gives the word to the pla-
toon © wheel, if it is to the right, the three ranks
muft immediately look to the left; and when they
have wheeled, and the word Halt! is given, they
muft at once look to the right again,

"X. In all wheelings, the ferjeants muft look te
the flanks to fee that the rear ranks keep clofe up to
the front ; they muft halt at once with their platoon,
and ftep off with their left feet together with them.
The front rank fteps off with the officer, and the
rear ranks after the front in the manner already di-

F reted,

41
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‘reCted ; and take care always that the men march

even and fteady, carry their arms well, and open
to their proper diftance in marching.

The officers in the rear of the platoons muft wheel
along with their platoon, taking care ftill to cover
the fame files, and halt at the fame time, ftep-
ping off together, as foon as the rear rank is got to
its proper diftance. . '

XI. When a battalion is marching by platoons,
and has a defile or gate to pafs through, the whole
mutft clofe up as clofe as poffible; the firft platoon
facing to the right, and marching through by files,
pafling as quick as poffible and keeping clofe, as
foon as they have got a little diftance from the de-
file ; the officer will then give them the word, Fromt !
Wheel 1o the right! and then they continue their march
with an even but flow pace, all the other platoons
obferving the fame direftion : but, if the defile be
wide enough for half the platoon to pafs, it will be
better to break them into two divifions, and march
through in that manner. The fisft divifion, after it
is through; muft march very flowly the fhort ftep,
to give the other divifion time to join it by the

- eblique long ftep, and then both drefs and advance

very flowly.
XII. When a battalion marching by platoons is

. o form fub-divifions, the adjutant will cautien the

efficers leading the platoons which way they are to
incline, whether to the right or left; at the word,
Form fubdivifions! they will mareh by the oblique
ftep, forming the fubdivifions in the manner directed
in €hap. v. Art. iii. §. 4. and 5.

XIII. When the men are to club their firelocks in
marching; upon the word of command or fignal for
it being given, the men are to perform the firft mo-
tion when they ftep with their right foot, the fecond
when they ftep with their left, and the third when they
ftep again with:sheir right foot, after which they mﬁ;}t
' cloi¢
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. Diretions for the Days of Exercife, &c.
clofe their files again, and halt a moment; thenall ftep
off together with their left feet. The fame diretions
muft be obferved in coming again to the fhoulder.

When the men club, the ferjeants are to club their
haiberts.

505 0588058050505 205808805805:80% 20505 805057
CHAP. V.

Direcrions for the Days of Exercise,
by fingle Companies.

Arr. 1. Of Sizing and Viewing the Company and Form
ing it into Ranks at the Place of Affembly.

I S foon as the ferjeants have feen, that
: A the men are properly drefled and accoutred,
they are to draw them up in a fingle rank, divided
into three equal parts or divifions (1.) '

- F 2 The

a

(1.) The fizing of a company well contributes greatly to its
E:od appearance ; for which reafon it is proper, that it fhould
not a little attended to. . ,

Though the general rule is, that the tallet men fhould be in
the front rank, yet, if a man has a fine perfon, and is well
‘made, heought to be put into the front, in preference to one who
is fomewhat taller, but not of fo good a figure. Each rank thould
alfo be fized feparately, placing the tallef men on the flanks,
and the loweft in the centre: this the ferjeants may do with great
eafe, by having a fize-roll of the company; and in a very fhort
time the men will exaétly know their refpective places in the com-

y, and what rank and file they are to be in; which is an af-

fair of no fmall importance, in cafe of being broken and put in

‘diforder, in order to rally and form again, For this reafon theli);
‘oug
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The talleft man muft be placed on the right, the
next fize on the left, and the loweft in the centre
divifion.

1I. When the men are thus fized, they are to be

“told off into three equal divifions, telling the right-.

hand man of the right-hand divifion, that he is the
right of the front rank ; the left-hand man of the
fame divifion, that he is the left of the front rank;
the right and left-hand men of the centre divifion,
that they are the right and left of the centre rank;
and the right and left-hand men of the divifion on
the left, that they are the right and left-hand men
‘of the rear rank.

Each rank, likewife, is to be told off into two
equal divifions, if the number of files be even; if
not, the advantage muft be given to the right hand
divifion, whichis the firft ; and the men in each rank
that are right and left-hand men of the firft and fe-
cond divifions are to be told fo, and cautioned to re-
member exactly their poft in each divifion (2.)

III. The

onght to be cautioned ; always, when drawn up, to take particular
notice, and remember, not only the rank and file they are in, but
likewife their file-leader, and right and left-hand men in the rank.
(2.) We all along fuppofe the companies to be of forty men
each, according to the prefent eftablithment in Norfolk, making
thirteen files, exclufive of the hatchet-man; and taking up in
front thirteen paces of two feet each; the firft, or right ll:am:l
divifion, confifting of feven files ; the fecond, or left-hand divifion,
of fix. But as the difference is very trifling, and would fcarce be
gerceptible on fo fmall a fcale, and the companies will not always
e complete under arms; we have in our plans, reprefented both
divifions as equal, or of fix files each. If the companies were
much more numerous, they fhould be divided into four divifions;
in which cafe the captain -leads the firff, and the enfign the
third, the lieutenant bringing up the rear. In general, the rule
is, that the chief or commanding officer leads the whole, the fe-

cond




by fingle Companies.

III. The officers will then infpet and examine
the men, to fee that the ferjeants have done their
duty; and that the men are exallly fized, well.
drefled, and their cloaths, hats, and accoutrements
clean, and put on in a foldier-like manner; that
their arms are clean and unloaded, and the locks
in good order; that the bayonets are bright and
fix well; and that their flints, or pieces of wood,
(which they -ought to have on common days of
exercife, inftead of flints;) are well fcrewed and
faftened in the cock. When they have feen that
every thing is as it fhould be, and have correted

45

all faults; they will then take poft with ordered fu- -paee 48.

fees, at the diftance of four paces, or eight feet, be- Figure 1

fore the front of the men; the captain facing and:
oppofite to the centre of the front rank, the -lieu-
tenant to that of the rearrank, and the enfign to that
of the centre rank.

The ferjeants are to poft themfelves on the right
of the front rank, in a line with the men; thedrum-
mers on the right of them, and the hatchet-men
(if any)to the right of the drummers: The cor-
porals are to be pofted on the right of the front and
rear ranks, and the fix grenadiers are to be pofted,
two on the right of each rank, compofing the two
right-hand files (3.)"

IV. This infpection being over, the company is
to be formed into ranks; the right-hand divifion, as
we obferved before, making the front rank, the cen-

‘ tre

cond in command brings.up the rear, and the others lead the inter-
mediate divifions.

The different methods here laid down, for the marching off in
two divifions, will ferve equally for four or any other number,
as we fhall occafionally explain in the notes.

- (3.) A company in.this fituation is reprefented in plate 48.

fig. 1.



Plate 48.
‘Figure 2.

Directions for the Days of Exercife, ‘
tre divifion the centre rank, and the left-hand divi-
fion the rear rank; in order to do this, the com-
manding officer gives the word,

To the right | Wheel and form your ranks! March!

At the word March, the three ranks ftep off' together
with their left feet, and wheel to the right; the front

“ rank halts, as foon as it has finifhed the wheel ; but

the centre q\d rear ranks move forward, and clofe
up to the diftance of fix paces from bne anothet.

_ The officers ate now to take their pofts in the front,

the captain in the centre, licutenant on the right;
and enfign on the left} -one ferjeant on each flank
‘of the front rank, the drummers and hatchet-men
‘to the right of the front rank (4). ‘

V. It will be proper, in forming the fingle rank at
firft, to take care and place it as much as poffible in
fuch a manner asto have room to wheel and form
‘the ranks, and to march off by the right to the"
place where the company is to be exercifed, that be-
ing the eafieft and moft regular manner of doing it}
however, as‘oftentimes the fituation of the place of
.affembly may not allow of it, and there may not
'be room to form the ranks by wheeling} the com=
pany may be ‘formed into ranks by the command-
ing officer, giving the word of command,

Centre and rear vanks, Face'to ihe right! March!
Upon

b

(4.) Plate 48. fig. 2. reprefents a company, thus formed
wh::ling, antl theg ranks clofed up to ﬁgtangaces diftance ; t::
pricked lines a. &. . 4. fhewing the places, where the two rear
ranks finifhéd their wheel, and from whence they advanced to their
proper diftance. ‘

N. B. At open order, the ranks are to be at fix paces afunder;

“if at clofe order, at one pace oaly, and in marching at two-pates.
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" Upon the firft of which, the centre and rear ranks
face to the right; and, at the word March, ‘they
double behind the front rank, and halt when the
right-hand men of each rank are even with the right-
hand men of the front rank; then the officer gives

the word, _
Halt! Front!

On which both ranks face to the left, drefling their
ranks, and covering the file-leaders exaltly. The
lieutenant and enfign face with the centre and rear- Plate 48.
ranks, and, as they double behind the front, march to Figure 3.
their pofts as before direCted in § the 4th. The lieu-
tenant to the right, and the enfign to the left of the
front rank. The captain remains in the centre (5).

ART.

.

(5.) The ranks will be then in'clofe order, and, if there is oc~
cafion, may be then opened forwards or backwards, as fuits the-
ground beft ; to open forwards, the word is to be given,

Front ranks, Advance to open order! March !

At which the front and centre ranks ftep off together with their '
left feet; the centre rank makes five paces and halts, bringing
their feet fquare; the front makes ten and does the fame, both ranks-

taking care to drefs immediately.

To clofe them backward, the word of command is, .
Front ranks, to the right about ! March !
On which the front and centre ranks go to the right about; at'

the word, March ! they ftep off ‘with their left feet, and clofe back.
to the rear ; the centre rank making five, and the front rank making:

ten paces, and halt, bringing their feet {quare.
Halt ! Fromt!

' Phie two ranks which clofed come to the right about.
' . To-
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Direétions for the Days of Exercife,

L E fhall now give feveral methods of march-
. ing a company off from.the place of af-
fembly, and of forming it again, when it comes
to its ground at the place of exercife; we do not
gretend to fay that they are all equally eafy or ufe-
ul; but as the militia officers and men, will but
very feldom have an opportunity” of feeing any thing
of a battalion and its evolutions, and then only
for a very fhort fpace of time; we are willing to
give them as many different methods of marching
and forming, that may be practifed by a fingle com-

pany, as we can,
' " -Fory

-l &

To open backward, is performed as defcribed in explanations 44,
45, and 46. of the Manual Exercife, the words of command being 3

Rear ranks to open order !
March! Huit! Front!

“This manner of forming the ranks is reprefented in plate 48.

figure 3. the letters a. . ¢. 4. fhewing the places of the ranks, whea

opened to the front; and ¢ £ g. 4. their places when opened to
the rear.



by fingle Companies.

For, when the men are once well grounded in
facing, wheeling, and marching in {fmall bodies ; and
are become attentive to the word of command, fo
as to execute it readily, and without hefitation, as
foon as given; whatever is to be done in battalion,
will be vaftly eafy to them ; and the officers, by prac-
tifing with their fingle companies occafionally, the
various manners which we have here given, of march-

ing off, ‘and forming again ; will acquire an infight -

into the nature of the evolutions, fo as to be able,
with a very little inftruction, to comprehend and

perform all that will be required when the battalion

‘1s affembled ; as it will be very little different from
what they have already practifed with their particu-
lar companies. ‘The gentlemen of the regular forces
muft not laugh at us for this; their being fo often
exercifed in .battalion, and having fo many general
field-days, give them frequent opportunities of learn-
ing their duty with great facility ; and they may.
take “their ideas at once (if I may ufe the expref-
fion) -from the life-and nature whereas we are
dbliged to do it in minjature, and from fmall mo-
dels.
v

II. One of the eafieft and beft manners of march-
ing a company off to the place of exercife, on com-
mon occafions where you do not want to parade, e-
fpecially if there are gates or other narrow paffages
to go through ; is to clofe the rear ranks to the front,
then face the whole to the right, and march off by
the flank. The captain is to march at the head of
the centre of the firft file, the enfign on the flank

of the front rank, and the lieutenant on the rear, piate 48,

49

eppofite to the centre of the laft file; the drummers Figure 4

G _ Jutt



Plate 48. .

Figure 5.

Direétions for the Days of Exercife,

juft behind the captain, and the ferjeants before the
right and lett of the firft file (6).

1I1. But in general a company fhould be marched
off in two divilions. The right-hand divifion being
the firft, led by the captain, the fecond by the en-
fign, and the lieutenant bringing up the rear; the
ferjeants are to be, the firft, on the right of the front
rank of the firft divifion, the other, on the left of
the front rank of the fecond divifion; the drum-
mers are to fall in between the front rank of the firft

~ divifion, and the captain that leads it ; who is to be

advanced four paces before the front of his divifion;
and the hatchet-man twelve paces before him, with

his firelock on his right-arm. The officers tnay ei-

ther carry their fufees on the right-arm, or in the
sight-hand, as they chufe it, till they come to the
ground on which they are to form; and then they
muft carry their fufees on their right-arm,

1V. If the company is to march off to the right;,
after having clofed the rear ranks to the front, the
commanding officer gives the word,

o the right, Whedl by divifions | March!

At

6. In doing this care moft be taken to make the men fiep off
with their left feet all together at once, and not open their files to
above one pace diftance, obferving the rules given in Chap. ii. §. g«
M there be any tornings, they wheel by files, following one ano-
ther as clofe as poflible. Vid. platc 48. figure 4.
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(At which both divifions: wheel at the fame time to

the right, and march off; opening their ranks in
marching, as dire¢ted in Chap. ii. §. 10. (7.).

V. If it is to march to the left; the firft divifion Plate 48.
marches forward a few paces, and wheels to theligure 6.
deft ; the fecond, as foon as the firft has finifhed its
~ wheel, and is oppofite to its right flank, begins to
-march forward ; and, when the firft is paft its left
flank, wheels after and follows it (8).

VI. If the company is to march ftraight for- Plate 48.
-ward to the front; one method is, when the officer Figure 7.
that leads the firft, or right-hand divifion, gives the
word March 1 for the officer commanding the fe-
cond divifion to give the word,

Wheel to the right!

At which the fecond divifion wheels to the right; as
foon as it has finithed the wheel, the officer again
gives the word, Wheel to the left! and wheels to the

G2 o left,

(7.) Vide plate 48. figure 5. where the two divifions are re-
prefented, as having both wheeled together to the right, from a,
0 &. and from c. to 4. , ,

(8.) Vide plate 48. figure 6. the firft divifion is reprefented, as -
_having wheeled from 4. to & and marched on paft the f dnt of the
l'econf divifion, which is advanced to e. ¢ and ready to wheel
-frome. tod. - - SR
. N. B. Rach partjcular gﬂiggr_xqqmapﬂing a divifion is to ob-
ferve, and give the proper words of command tp it, to march,
halt, and wheel at the proper times, as direed by thefe expla-
nations. o : B
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_ Plate 48.
Figure 8.

Plate 48.
Figure g.

Directions for the Days of Exercife,
left, which brings it direttly en the ground of the
firft divifion (9.). ’

VII. When there are many divifions, this laft is
the propereft, and moft. regular method; where
there are only two, when the officer that leads the
firft divifion gives the word, March! the officer
commanding the fecond may order it to face to the
right; and, as foon as the rear rank of the firft divi-
fion is got paft the front rank of the fecond, he
gives the word March! upon which the fecond di-
vifion marches by the flank, till it comes exattly
upon the ground on which the other ftood ;. then he
gives the words,

Halt! Front! March!

At the firft of which the divifion halts; at the
fecond it faces to the left; and at the word, March!
follows the firft divifion (10.}. :

VIII. The fecond divifion may follow the firft
by the oblique ftep; when the firft divifion has
made three paces, the officer commanding the fe-
cond gives the word,

Incline to the right! March!

Upon

(9.) Vide plate 48. figure 7. where the fecond divifion has finifh-'
ed tge wheel to the right, from 4. to 4. and is ready to wheel to
the left, frem ¢. to d. to follow the firft divifion, which is marched

on. - .
(10.) Vide plate 48. figure 8.
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Upon which it follows, marching by the oblique
ftep to the righe, till it covers the firft divifion;
and then marches forward after it (11.).

ART. IL
Of Forming the Company and Drawing it up on the
Place of Exercife.
I HEN a company wheels in order to fornr,

as foon as the captain comes upon the

ground where he intends to halt, he faces to his di-
vifion, and gives the word Halt! At which the
drum-

(11.) Vide -plate 48 figure 9. where the fecond divifion has
followed, by the oblique ftep, fram a. 4. to ¢. 4. till - it covers the "
firft

The - diretions, here given for marching in two divifions, will'
ferve equally for any mumber, and confequently fhow the manner
of marching off 2 whole battalion by divifions or companies. If
there are more than two divifions, and they are to march to the
right ; all the divifions wheel at the fame time to the right; if to-
the left ;- each divifion marches forward, when that divifion which
was on its right has- finithed‘its wheel; and wheels after it to the
left, as foon as it has paffed its front,

If they-are to march ftraight forward, and there are more than:
two divifions ; all muft wheel to the right, except the right-hand:
one, which marches ftraight forward ; and, as each divifion wheels-
to the left, the others follow up in fucceffion to its ground ; and’
:;heel likewife to the left after it, covering the divifions before-

em.

As the marching of the companies by ranks of fours is fome-

times prattifed at a review, we fhall jult mention the methgd.of )
oing

53
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Direétions for the Days of Exercife,
drummers advance to the front ten paces, beating
the troop, and take poft oppofite to the centre of the
company. The hatchet-man does the fame, only
two paces more advanced than the drummers; and
they come to the right about together, facing the
men. The lieutenant and enfign when they come up
take poft, the lieutenant on the right, the enfign to
the left, four paces advanced before the front, and
face the men; the eaptain pofts himfelf before the
centre. When the captain has feen that the men
drefs well, and the files cover as they fhould do; he
gives a fignal to the other officers, and they all go
to the right about together; the drummers then
ceafe beating. -

II. To

-

&

“doing it. ‘The ranks being at open order,. all the three ranks

wheel together to the right by fours; then the right-hand four
of the front rank of the company on the right, wheel to the left,
and march forward : the whole front rank following up by ranks
of four; wheeling to the left upon the fame ground, and march-
ing forward likewife after the firt. When the laft four of the
front rank wheel to the left, the right-hand four of the centré
‘tank do the fame, and that rank marches off in the fame manaer
as the front rank did. The right-hand four of the rear rank
wheel with the laft of the centre rank, and that rank masches off
as the centre rank did. After that, the right-hand - company
advances on to the ground of the firft, and marches off exaltly
in the fame manner as that did ; the front rank firft, then
‘the centre rank, and then the rear-rank. The other companies
follow fucceflively, till they are all marched off. When they
come round to the left of the ground that they were ypen at firfty
the front rank of each company wheels to the left,-and marches
along the ground where the front rank flood ; the centre and resr
Tanks pafs the frontrank, -and do the fame, on'that.where the
‘centre and rear ranks flood ; when the right-hand company cemes
‘upon the ground where it flood before, it halts, and each com-
‘pany does the fame upon its own ground, then they wheel to the
eft by fours, which fronts them exatly as they were at firft.
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II. To form a company upon its ground, either
for review or exercife, it muft be confidered, whe-
ther it comes-on to it from the right, left, or rear;
if it comes from the left, as foon as the firft divifion

55

comes within the breadth of its front of the rightPlate 49. -
of the ground that they are to form upon, both di-Figue 10.

vifions wheel to the left, at the fame time; and,
having finifhed their wheel, halt together, drefling
their front even with one another (12.).

III. When a company comes to its ground fromPlate 4.

the right, the firft divifion wheels to the right, and,Figure 11.

advancing fix or eight paces to the front, halts on its
ground ; the fecond divifion, as foon as it has paffed
behind the rear of the firft, and is even with its
left-hand file, wheels to the left, and joins the left
flank of the firft, drefling its ranks with it. The
officers, drummers, &c. poft themfelves as in the:
former explanation (13.).

IvV. A

Y

-(12.):Vide plate 49..figure 2. in which both divifions are re<
prefented as attually upon the wheel, from a. to 4. and c.to 4
from—whence e, and drefs-with one another at . fo°
‘This fhews alfo, that the fecond divifion muft flacken its motion:
in wheeling, fo as not to inteifere with the rear rank of  the:
£irft. ‘ '
© -(13.) This is reprefented in plate 49. figure 11: The firft:
divifion after having wheeled from 4. to 5. advances to f£. g. to-

ive the fecond, which follows it, room to pafs by its rear. As-
imn as the front rank of that divifion is even with the left flank

of the firft, it wheels from ¢. to 4. and advances to e. ﬁf drefling -
a

its ranks with the firft ; in the plan the fecond divifion has finithed

the wheel, and the firft is reprefented as juft about to halt; the-
drummers not being yet advanced, and the captain flill as the-

head of the divifion.
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1V. A company that comes directly up from the
Plate 49.  rear, may be formed by the oblique ftep: the fecond
Figure 12. - divifion inclining to the left, after the firft has halted,
till the right flank of the fecond is even with the
left of the firft; and then marching ftraight for-.

ward (14.).

V. The firft divifion may likewife, in marching,
incline to the right by the oblique ftep; while the
Plate 49.  fccond inclines to the left, till the left flank of the
Figure 13.  firft is clear of the right flank of the fecond divifion;
and then they both march ftraight forward : the firft
divifion making fhort fteps, and the fecond making
long fteps, in order to come up and drefs with the
firft (15.). -

Plate49. VI It may likewife be dome by the fecond divi-

Figure 14.  fion wheeling to the left, and again to the right,
and then marching up to drefs even with the front -
of the firft divifion (16.)

Plate 49. VII. When a company is thus formed, the rear.
Figure 15.  ranks are to take their diftance of fix paces, as di-
: - refted

(14.) Vide plate 49. figure 12. when the firft divifion halts at a.
. the fecond inclines to ¢. and then advances to 4. a. dreffin
with the firft divifion ; the officers and drummers are reprefen
as not yet having taken their pofts.

(1 5.{ The dotted lines at a. El;te 49. figure 13. reprefent the place
of the firtt divifion when they both began to incline to the right and
left; and thofe at &. that of the fecond; the pricked lines at
¢. reprefent the ground they are to come up to, and where the
firft divifion is fuppofed to be halted. .

(16.) Plate 49. figure 14. fhows the two wheels of the fecond divi-
fion from a. to 4. and from ¢. to 4. The very fame dire&ionsfewill

rve
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reed in explanation gliv. of the Manual; the fer- -
jeants fall back into the rear, at four paces diftance

chind the men; the drummers advance ten paces
‘to the front, and face to the right about to the com-
pany. The hatchet-man pofts himfelf two paces
beyond the drummers, and likewife comes to the
Tight about facing the company.

VIII. The captain then faces to the right about, Plate 40.

-and advances twelve paces to the front, and comes Figu:e 16.
again to the right about. The drummers are then
pofted on his right. The lieutenant and enfign,
.when the ‘captain advances, fall in on the flanks of
‘the front rank ; the lieutenant to the right, and en-
fign to the left; the ferjeants come up to the right
and left flanks of the rear rank.

IX. In this fituation, the captain, or command- Plate 49.
4ng officer, will make them go through the Manual Figure 17.
Exercife, and fuch parts of the firings as he fhall
think proper(17); after which hewill pratife them in
marching, both ftraight forward, and by the oblique
ftep; and likewife in wheeling; and in the various
aethods of marching off, and forming by divifions,

ParrlI. == H S as

L PP

{erve for forming any number of divifions into companies or battalions,
If they come from the left, they all wheel at once to the left, as foon as
they are all come upon their proper ground ; which is, when the
firft divifion is within the breadth of its front, from the right of
the ground it is to form upon. If they come from the right, the
firft divifion wheels to the right and advances: the reft follow.
ing fucceflively, and doing the fame, as in Art. ii. §. 3. of this
" 'Chapter. If from the rear, they may form by the methods di-
reQed in §. 4, 5, 6. as fhall be found moft convenient.

- (17.) When'the rear ranks clofe to the front, in order to per-
form the firings, the officers and ferjeants are to keep their pofts
as before: and the ferjeants clofe up with the rear rank, as in

plate 49. figure 17,
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as before direted ; and, when they have done as
much of thefe things as fhall be fufficient, he will
march them back to the place of affembly, in the
fame manner as they marched from thence, and
draw them up there. He then will give the words
of command to open their ‘ranks, and order their

firelocks ; and the officers will again infpect the
arms and accoutrements, to fee if they are clean
and in order; and caufe the ferjeants to take an ac-
count of what is broken or amifs, and give fuch
other orders as fhall be neceflary; after which he
will command them to reft, fhoulder, and club their
firelocks; and then give the word, To the right about !
‘and difmifs them with the ruffle of a drum. (18.)"

(18.) If the men are to lodge their arms in a houfe, church,
or other place, that they can conveniently march-into, the- of-
ficers may make them reft their firelocks, and then give the word,

Face to the right! v

and fo make each rank file off with recovered arms fingly from
the right, the centre rank following as foon as the front rank has

marched off, and then the rearrank, the drum beating the
trOOp. )
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HERE has lately been communicated to us a method

of fizing and forming a company, which appears to
us fo eafy, and at the 1dme time fo regular and clegant,
that we cannot forbear giving it here, though out of its
proper place, and rccomnnndnm the praltice “of it. The
author of it we are aflured is an “able and experienced officer
of the army, whoie name we have not the pleafure of
knowing; 1t is as follows: Having an exalt fize-roll of
your company, you bevin with the loweft man, placing
him in the centre, the next taller on the left, the next
above him on the right, and fo on alternately, forming a
rank entire, till the tallet of all are on the flanks ; you
then tell off the rank into fix divifions, tellinz the divifion
on the right, and that on the lcft, that they are the front
rank ; the two divifions from the right and left nearer the
centre, that they are the rear rank, and the two divifions
in the centre, that they are the centre rank. You then
give the words,.

Form your ranks, March! Halt!

At the word, March, the two divifions on the flanks,
and the two centre divifions, all ftep off together with
their left feet, the flank divifions making twelve paces,
and the centre divifions fix; and halt when they have
made their number of paces, bringing their feet up fquare.
You then give the word,,

To the right and left, March !

WYpon which the two divifions of the front rank, and thofe
of the rear rank, face thofc on the right to the left, and
thofe
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thofe on the left to the right, and at the word, March,
ftep off together, and march till they join the centre at a.
-and b, as foon as you have done this, you give the word,

Halt ! Front?

Upon which they all face to the right and left, to their pros
per front. ' ,

The company is by this means at once formed ‘into
three ranks, the firft rank being compofed of the talleft
men, the rear rank of thofe next in fize, and the centre

of the loweft ; and each of thofe ranks fized from the right

and left, :
This method may be varied either by caufing the tw
divifions of the centre rank to ftand, and the two of the
rear rank to go to the right about. When the front rank
divifions advance, and then face to the right and left, joins
or the two centre ranks and rear rank divifions to fall back,
and the front rank ftand. But that muft be determined by

the nature of the ground and fituation,



AppiTioN to Note 1ft. Page 19.

INCE the printingoff of this, wehavehadthe plea-
fure of fecing the 67th and 72d regimentsof foot *,
march, and perform their evolutions, with the great-

eft order and x:gularity, to the found of the fife';
i exact time and cadénce: and we

keeping the m
have liiewife'found upon trial, that our militia men
‘may be brought to do it, with much lefs diffi-
culty than we could have imagined. The effe& of
the mufick in regulating the ftép, and making the
‘men keep their ordet, i really very extraordinary’;
and experience feems fully to confirm Marfhal Saxe’s
opinion; who afferts, that itis the beft and indeed the
‘only method of teaching troops to march well; and
"of making a large body.(efpecially of any confidera-
ble depth,) move all togethers and advance fafter or -
flower as may be required, in 2 regular uniform
manner, without opening its ranks, or falling into
diforder. . '
Part IL 1 ‘ Ap-

* General Wolfe’s and the Dake of Richmond’s.



AppiTioN to Note 3d, Page 21.

ERHAPS we fhall explain ourfelves better, by

? faying that the effential point in the performance

of this ftep, is the carrying the foot conftantly for-

ward, with an eafy motion, and near the ground, fo

as always to advance 5 which indeed is juft what every

man does in his natural way of walking; only in

marching the time is a little more marked; whereas in

the old method of marching, the foot is lifted up high

“and advanced forward, but is brought back again,
and fet down on the ground very.near the other;

which is not only fiff and unnatural to the higheft

* degree, but a lofs of time and motion. In the way
in ‘which the two regiments before mentioned

perform it, it appears no other than an eafy genteel

manner of walking in cadence; but we muft obferve

that they remit a little of the exa&nefs of the Pruffians,
(who perform it juft as we have defcribed ;) and do

not keep the knee fo ftraight, nor the ballance of

- the body fo far back, nor'markthe time fo’ftrongly
as they do: which certainly takes off that appearance
of ftiffnefs and dancing, which fome have objected to

the Pruffian ftep; though we muftthink withoutrea-

fon, and that when well executed it hasthe moft graceful

‘and mijlitary -appearance imaginable ;. but they pro-

ceed on the fame principles, and begin to teach their

young recruits in the manner that we have here di-

relted; till they have got the true ballance of the

body, and time of the ftep; and then they eafily

make them -lofe that air of ftiffnefs and con-

~ dtraint which neceffarily attends all firft attempts at any
-exercife. , '

' Ap-




: AppitioN to Chap. 2d, Art, 2d. §. VI,
o ‘Page 27, . '

HERE is another method which we have' feen
4 - pri&ifed by the 67th and 72d regiments, whichi
has a moft excellent effet; and :_ﬁa; is the accuftoming
the men to turn to the right or left, or to the right and
lefcabout, in marching, without halting, or lofing the
ftep: This is-done byeach man turning Tirigly ; in two
fteps, if only to the right or left, ftepping: off for:
ward at the third; and in four, if to the right or
left about, ftepping off at the fifth: they muft ob-
ferve not to advance in the leaft in turning; but to
turn " each ‘man precifely upon his own ground, and
to keep the time of the ftep exactly. This method
greatly facilitates and abridges the performance of
many of the evolutions, which by this means are-ex-
ecuted without halting the men in'order to face them ;
and confequently caufes the evolutions to be performed
much quicker, and with more accuracy ; as the men
. conftantly keep a uniform and regular ftep. This alfo
we have endeavoured to teach our militia men, and
find that we fucgeed. in it-beyond our expetations,
and that they learndt without much difficulty.

a2 Ap-



4

ADDITION to Chap. 4th, §. VIIL Pag. 41

N.B. . HE halt here muft \be onTy mom'cnt;ry, '

juft that the men may recover the ftep;
and the word March! fhould be given, almoft in the
- fame breath with -thofe of Halr! Drefs ! the inftang
the ‘officer fees that the men ure dreffed, and ready
to ftap off with the left feet. When they march fo
well as not to-lofe the ftep in wheeling, thefe words
of commapd may be omitted ; and fhould always
be given in rather -a low voice; fo as to be heard
only by the dmﬁon that they are addrelkd to.

e Gentlemen are del’ fed not to bmd the firft and
fecond Parts, asa third will be publﬂhed with all con*
vementipeed ;
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