
Certificate or Rating FAA Minimum
Required Flight Hours

(Part 61)

Estimated Flight
Hours for Certificate

or Rating

Estimated Total
Cumulative Hours

Estimated Total Cost for Each
Certificate or Rating

Column Description The minimum
cumulative flight

hours required by the
FAA to be qualified for

the certificate or
rating.

The estimated
number of flight
hours a typical

student requires to
meet FAA

requirements and
successfully pass the
practical test (check

ride).

The estimated
total cumulative
flight time a

typical student
will have accrued
by the time they
complete each
certificate or

rating.

The estimated total cost for
each individual certificate or
rating. Except for the final

“total” row, these figures are
NOT cumulative. Some fees
will be paid to third parties.

Private Pilot Certificate
(PP)

40 65 65 $17,990

Instrument Rating (IR) Approx 85 65 130 $17,500

Commercial Pilot
Certificate (CP)

250 120 250 $ 31,190

Certified Flight Instructor
Rating (CFI)

Commercial
Certificate Required

10 260 $6,660

Certified Flight Instructor -
Instrument Rating

(CFI-I)

Commercial
Certificate Required

10 270 $5,485

Estimated total $78,825


