Madam Rides the Bus

About Valliammai

There was a girl named Valliammai. She was called Valli for short. She was eight years old. She
wanted to know many things. She would stand in the front door way of her house. She would see
what was happening outside. She had no playmates.

Valli’s wish to ride the bus

Watching the things gave Valli many unusual experiences. There ran a bus between her village and
the nearest town. Valli got great joy in seeing new sets of passengers. So day after day she watched
the bus. She soon developed a wish to ride on that bus.

Valli’s thought about the ride

Valli’'s wish to ride the bus became stronger and stronger. She thought that if a friend described her
riding in the bus she would downplay her. She would speak English word “Proud! Proud !” though she
did not know the meaning.

Valli’s knowledge about the ride

Valli listened to the talks of the persons who travelled in the bus. This way, she leamt about small
details of the journey. She now knew that the town was six miles away. The fare was thirty paise one
way. The time of the ride was forty-five minutes. She also knew how she would return. Thus she
planned before starting the ride.

Valli in the bus

One fine spring day Valli rode in the bus in the afternoon. The conductor was jolly and fond of joking.
He understood that Valli spoke with pride. He offered Valli a front seat calling others to make way for
‘madam’. There were only six or seven passengers in the bus. They were looking at Valli. They were
laughing with the conductor. Valli felt it insulting.

Valli studies everything inside and outside

Valli studied everything in the bus. It had soft and comfortable seats. It had a beautiful clock above
the wind screen. She looked outside. But she had to stand up on the seat because of the curtain. The
bus was going along the bank of a canal. She saw palm trees, mountains and the blue sky. On the
other side there were green fields.

What happens inside the bus

Suddenly an elderly person asked Valli not to stand up calling her ‘child’. Valli got angry. She replied
proudly that she was not a ‘child’. She had paid full price (fare) like others. The conductor was
humorous. He told the elderly person that Valli was a grown-up ‘madam’. Valli looked at the
conductor angrily. She told him that she was not a ‘madam’. And he had not yet given her the ticket.
The conductor gave her a ticket.

The conductor’s advice to Valli
The conductor told Valli to sit comfortably. She should not stand. But Valli said she wanted to. He told



her that she would fall and hurt on sharp turns. He called Valli “child”. At this Valli said that she was
not a “child”. She told that she was eight years old.

Valli and an elderly woman

At the next stand an elderly woman came and sat beside Valli. The woman asked Valli if she was
alone. Valli looked at the woman. She had ugly earrings. She had betel nut in her mouth. Betel juice
was likely to come out of her mouth. At this Valli replied that she was alone and had got a ticket. The
conductor added the same thing. Valli asked him why he didn’t mind his own business. She then
laughed with the conductor.

How Valli snubs the woman
The woman told Valli that it was not proper for her to travel alone. She asked Valli about her house.
Valli replied that she needn’t bother about her. She turned her face towards the window.

How Valli had planned for the ride

Valli had saved sixty paise for the bus journey with sacrifices. She had resisted the desire to buy
toys, balloons etc. She had also killed her desire to ride in a merry-go-round. She had planned her
first journey for long. She had stood at the front of her house to plan about it.

Movement of the bus
The bus now rode across a bare landscape. Trees came running towards them. They rushed when
the bus moved. Sometime the bus seemed to strike the oncoming vehicle. But both passed by safely.

A cow before the bus

Suddenly a cow with raised tail came in front of the bus. The bus slowed to a crawl. The driver
sounded the horn again and again. But the cow continued running before the bus. Valli clapped her
hands with joy. She laughed and laughed. The conductor told her to save some laughter for the next
day.

Bus reaches the city

The bus passed by the side of a railway crossing. Then it came to a thoroughfare. There were big
and bright shops. There were huge crowds of people. Valli gaped at everything. At last the bus
reached the town. The conductor asked Valli to get down. But she told that she was going back on
the same bus. She gave the coins for the ticket to the conductor.

Talk between the conductor and Valli

The conductor asked Valli what the matter was. Valli told him that it was nothing. She felt like having
a bus ride. The conductor asked if she won'’t have a look at the sights. Valli replied that she was
afraid of that. He asked her if she wasn’t afraid to come in the bus.

Conversation continues
The conductor asked Valli to have a cold drink. Valli told that she had not enough money. She asked
for the ticket. The conductor offered her the drink from his own side. But Valli refused to accept the



offer. The conductor asked Valli if her mother won'’t look for her. Valli replied thjit no one would. They
waited for the return journey.

vV

Dead cow on the way
The bus started again. There were the same wonderful sights. Valli was not bored. But suddenly she
saw a young cow lying dead by the roadside. It had been struck by some fast- moving vehicle.

Valli’s reaction

Valli asked the conductor if that dead cow wasn’t the same they had seen earlier. The conductor
nodded. Valli got sad. The cow had looked earlier lovable and beautiful. But now it looked horrible in
its death.

End of the journey

The bus moved. The memory of the dead cow haunted Valli. She no longer wanted to see outside.
She sat glued to the seat as a sad person. The bus reached the village. Valli told the conductor to
see again. The conductor smiled. He told Valli to come and join them whenever she felt like riding the
bus. She must bring the fare with her. Valli laughed and alighted. But the death of the cow had
changed Valli.

Valli reaches home

Valli reached home. She found her aunt living in the South Street talking with her mother.’She was a
real chatterbox. She asked Valli where she had gone. Valli didn’t reply. She just smiled. Valli heard
her mother saying that no one can know about everything. So many things happen. Valli replied in
positive.

Valli’s reaction to her mother’s and aunt’s conversation

Valli’s aunt reacted. She called Valli a chit of a girl. She took interest in things that didn’t concern her.
She behaved as if she were a grown lady. Valli smiled to herself. She didn’t want them to understand
her smile. There was not much chance of that either.

NCERT Solutions

Oral Comprehension Check
Page 119

Question 1.

What was Valli’'s favourite pastime?

Answer:

Valli’s favourite pastime was standing in the front doorway of her house and looking at the street
outside.

Question 2.
What was the source of unending joy for Valli? What was her strongest desire?



Answer:

The sight of the bus that travelled between her village and the nearest town, filled each time with a
new set of passengers, was a source of unending joy for Valli. Her strongest desire was to ride the
bus.

Question 3.

What did Valli find out about the bus journey? How did she find these details?

Answer:

Valli found out that the bus journey to the town took 45 minutes and the one-way fare costed 30
paisa. She listened carefully to the conversations between her neighbours and people who regularly
used the bus and asked a few discreet questions here and there. This way she picked up various
small details about the bus journey.

Question 4.

What do you think Valli was planning to do?

Answer:

Valli was planning to go to the town and then return back by the same bus. The fare was 30 paise
one way and the ride took forty five minutes. In this way, she planned that she would be back by 2:45
pm if shf took the bus at 1:00 pm.

Page 122

Question 1.

Why does the conductor call Valli ‘madam’?

Answer:

The conductor called Valli ‘madam’ because she behaved like a woman. She declined his help and
was very quick in her answers to the conductor’s questions. This made the conductor call him
madam.

Question 2.

Why does Valli stand up on the seat?

(or)

What does she see now?

Answer:

Valli wanted to look outside the bus. She found her view blocked by the canvas blind that covered the
lower part of the window. In order to have a better view she stood up on the seat and peered over the
blind. She saw a canal, palm trees, grassland, mountains, green fields and the sky.

Question 3.

What does Valli tell the elderly man when he calls her a child?

Answer:

Valli replied that there was nobody in the bus who was a child. She told her that she had paid her fare
of 30 paise like

Question 4.

Why didn’t Valli want to make friends with the elderly woman?

Answer:

Valli did not wanted to make friends with the elderly woman because she looked quite repulsive. She



had big earholes and was wearing ugly earrings. Apart from this, she was chewing betel and her
mouth was also filled with betel juice.

Page 125

Question 1.

How did Valli save money for her first journey?\Was it easy for her?

Answer:

Valli had very painstakingly saved every stray coins that came her way by resisting every temptation
to buy peppermints, toys, balloons, etc. It had been very difficult for her. Even at the village fair she
resisted the temptation to be on the merry-go-round. Thus, she had been able to save sixty paise for
her first bus journey.

Question 2.

What did Valli see on her way that made her laugh?

Answer:

Valli saw a young cow, tail high in the air running very fast right in the middle of the road in front of
the bus. The driver sounded his horn again and again so that the cow moves away. But the more he
honked, the more frightened the animal became and faster it galloped. This all seemed very funny to
Valli and she laughed and laughed till there were tears in her eyes.

Question 3.

Why didn’t she get off the bus at the bus station?

Answer:

Valli had planned that she only wanted to ride on the bus. She would spend thirty paise on her fare,
go to the town and then come back by the same bus before her mother woke up. She didn’t 1 time or
money to go to see the town.

Question 4.

Why didn’t Valli want go to the stall have a drink? What does this tell yo about her?

Answer:

Valli had saved only sixty paise for the trip.

She didn’t want to waste any money on the as she had to come back by the same bus at any cost.
So, when the conductor suggested her to get down and have a drink she refused. He offet bring one
for her but she still refused. This i that she was a well-mannered girl.

Thinking About The Text
(Page 127)

Question 1.

What was Valli’s deepest desire? Find the words and phrases in the story that tell you this.
Answer:

Valli’'s deepest desire was to go on a bus ride. The words and phrases in the story that tell this are
‘source of unending joy’, ‘stare wistfully’, and ‘kindle in her longings, dreams and hopes’.

Question 2.
How did Valli plan her bus ride? What did she find out about the bus, and how did she save up the



fare?

Answer:

Over many days and months, Valli listened carefully to conversations between her neighbours and
people who regularly used the bus and asked a few discreet questions here and there. She came to
know that the town was six miles from her village, the bus fare was thirty paise and the bus trip took
forty-five minutes. She also thought that if she stayed in the bus and came back by the same bus it
would only cost her sixty paise. She painstaking saved each and every penny she got, resisting all
temptation to buy peppermints, toys, etc and even a ride on the merry-go-round at the village annual
fair so as to save sixty paise. It was a secret trip which she had planned without the knowledge of her
parents.

Question 3.

What kind of person is Valli? To answer this question, pick out the following sentences from the text
and fill in the blanks. The words you fill in are the clues to your answer.

Answer:

Valli was a confident girl who did not think that her age was a limitation to her travelling alone to the
town. She considered herself a grown up and acted like one.

Question 4.

Why does the conductor refer to Valli as ‘Madam’?

Answer:

The conductor called Valli ‘Madam’ as she behaved like a grown up and did not think that she was a
child. She also refused his help and told him that she can manage on her own.

Question 5.

Find the lines in the text which tell you that Valli was enjoying her ride on the bus.

Answer:

Valli thoroughly enjoyed her ride in the bus. The following lines from the text tell us about it. She saw
so many things on her way-a canal, palm trees, grasslands, distant mountains. “Oh! it was all so
wonderful,” that's what she felt. “Sometimes the bus seemed on the point of gobbling up another
vehicle that was coming towards them or a pedestrian crossing the road. Somehow it passed
smoothly, leaving all obstacles behind and then she saw a cow running very fast, infront of the bus.
This all seemed very funny ro Valli and she laughed and laughed till tears flowed from her eyes.”

Question 6.

Why does Valli refuse to look out of the window on her way back?

Answer:

Valli refused to look out of the window on her way back as she saw the dead body of the cow who
was running towards the bus when she was going to town. This made her sad and frightened.

Question 7.

What does Valli means when she says... “| was just agreeing with you what you said about things
happening without our knowledge”.

Answer:

While making this statement, Valli was trying to hide the fact about her bus ride. She was also feeling
elated at making a successful attempt at her plan.



Question 8.

The author describes the things that Valli sees from an 8 years old’s point of view. Can you find
evidence from the text for his statement?

Answer:

Yes, for example when the author says, ‘she was fascinated by the bus’ and ‘watching the bus fill
with a new set of people each time was a source of unending joy for her’. When the author describes
the bus, he stresses on the colour and look of the new bus ‘like silver’ because a child is attracted
towards colour. ‘The seats were soft and luxurious’. The description that the author gives when Valli
looked outside are also typical of a 8 year old. ‘The blue sky’ and ‘acres and acres of green field’,
show the enthusiasm a child. A cow running in front of the bus fascinated the child whereas the sight
of dead cow brought tears in her eyes and she refused to look outside the window on her return
journey. This’also describes the behaviour of an 8 year old child aptly.

Writing
(Page 128)

Question 1.

Have you ever planned something entirely on.your own, without taking grown ups into your
confidence? What did you plan and how? Did you carry out your plan?

Answer:

It was during my summer vacations. | wanted to plan a special birthday for my mother. So, | roped in
my younger sister in my plan to celebrate her birthday. We saved our pocket money and didn’t go for
our weekly outings for some time. In this way, we were able to save five hundred rupees for the
birthday party. Now, we had to arrange everything without our mother’s knowledge. On her birthday
we pretended as if we didn’t remember her birthday at all. Instead we requested our father to take her
to the market. In the meantime, we arranged everything like cake, decorations, flowers and even
invited two of her best friends. When she came back she was surprised. It was the best birthday she
ever had in her life.

Question 2.

Have you made a journey that was unforgettable in some way? What made it memorable?

Answer:

| have gone on many trips and excursions, but one journey which | can’t forget is my trip to Hemkund
and Badrinath. The scenery over there was mesmerising and as you leave Delhi, you enjoy cool
fresh air and see breath taking lush green fields. The bus ride takes you on winding narrow roads,
with river flowing on one side and mountains on the other side. To reach Hemkund Sahib, one has to
travel 14 kms by foot. Everywhere there are crowds of devotees, chanting holy names and moving up
the hill. When | reached the shrine, it was enveloped in clouds. The water in the holy tank was ice
cold. The moment you step in it your tiredness vanishes. After that we went to Badrinath by bus. It
was also a very nice place. There were many hot springs over there.

Question 3.

Are you concerned about traffic and road safety? What are you concerns? How would you make road
travel safer and more enjoyable?

Answer:

India has a wide network of roads. Everyday crores of Indians travel on these road by bus, car, cycle,
cycle rickshaw, scooter, moped, truck, etc. Even pedestrians use these roads. As people don’t follow
road safety rules, every year many people lose their lives due to fatal road accidents. It is also seen
that 90 per cent of these fatal accidents involve youngsters who like to drive at very high speed, don’t



wear helmets and seat belt, talk on mobiles while driving or love to do stunts inspired by movies.
Despite many directions issued by the traffic police all their advice falls on deaf year. It is our duty to
follow all the rules and regulations and to keep safety measures in our mind while driving. Safe
driving is best driving and the rules are framed keeping our security in mind:

Extra Questions

Very Short Answer Type

Question 1.

Who was Valli?

Answer:

Valli was an eight year old girl.

Question 2.

What was her full name?
Answer:

Her full name was Valliammai.

Question 3.

What was her favourite pastime?

Answer:

Her favourite pastime was to watch the happening in the street outside standing in the front doorway
of her house.

Question 4.

What did she use to watch from her door?

Answer:

She used to watch the happenings in the street outside.

Question 5.

Why did she spend her time all alone?

Answer:

She spent her time all alone because she had no playmates of her own age.

Question 6.

What was her overwhelming desire?

Answer:

Here overwhelming desire was to ride the bus.

Question 7.

Where was the bus going?
Answer:

The bus was going to the city.



Question 8.

What did the conductor say to Valli?

Answer:

The conductor asked Valli to hurry up and come quickly.

Question 9.

What did Valli reply to the conductor?

Answer:

Valli replied that she was the only passenger who had to go on.

Question 10.

Where was Valli going?
Answer:

Valli was going to the city.

Question 11.

Why did Valli stand up on her seat?

Answer:

She stood up on her seat because she found her view cut off by a canvas blind.

Question 12.

What did Valli see outside the window?

Answer:

She saw a canal, palm tree, grassland and mountains outside the window.

Question 13.

How was Valli feeling?

Answer:

Valli was feeling happy and enjoying her ride.

Question 14.

What did the elderly woman try to do?
Answer:

The elderly women tried to befriend Valli.

Question 15.

What did the woman ask her?

Answer:

The woman asked Valli if she was all alone.

Question 16.

Why did Valli become sad?

Answer:

Valli became sad because the cow was dead.



Question 17.

What did Valli find when she came back home?

Answer:

When Valli came back and entered her home, she found her mother awake and talking to one of her
aunts.

Short Answer Type

Question 1.

What kind of a person was Valli?

Answer:

Valli was a curious, keen observer who had strong will power and determination. She was bold, brave
and self-respective! She had immense self confidence and wanted to do everything on her own. she
was innocent, highly sensitive, intelligent and was a very careful planner.

Question 2.

What was Valli’'s favourite pastime?

Answer:

Valli’s favourite pastime was to stand in the front doorway of her house and watch the happenings of
the street. ,

Question 3.

Why did Valli want to ride on the bus?

Answer:

Valli used to watch the bus on its hourly rounds through her street everyday. The sight of the bus
filled with new passengers every time gave her unending joy. She was curious and wished to ride it
once. So, she wanted to ride on the bus to enjoy it.

Question 4.

How did Valli plan for her first journey?

Answer:

Valli made careful and painstaking plans for her first journey. She saved every penny, cut down on
her expenses and resisted all the temptations to save sixty paise for the fare. She gathered the
information from the passengers and neighbours. She calculated the time required and chose
afternoon, as her mother would take a nap during that time. All this shows that she was a meticulous
planner.

Question 5.

What did Valli do after she got into the bus?

Answer:

She got into the bus and she looked at everything very thoroughly. When she looked outside she
found her view cut off by the canvas blind that covered the lower part of her window. So she stood
upon the seat and peered over the blind.

Question 6.
What did Valli see out of the window on her first journey?
Answer:



Valli saw the nature’s grandeur out of the bus window. She saw the. green bank of a canal with the
palm trees and mountains in the background and the blue sky. On the other side, she saw a deep
ditch and green fields. She saw other vehicles, a young cow running in front of the bus. She later saw
it dead.

Question 7.

What did the Valli find when she entered her house after the ride from the bus?

Answer:

Valli entered her house after the ride from the bus. Her mother was awake and talking to one of her
aunts. She was from the South Street and was a real chatterbox. She would never close her mouth
once she started talking.

Question 8.

How did Valli arrange for her bus fare?

Answer:

Valli arranged for her bus fare meticulously. For her first journey outside the village, Valli needed sixty
paise to the two way fare of the bus. She needed some knowledge and ample time. She saved the
money herself, collected the information from the passengers and utilized the time of her mother’s
nap for it.

Question 9.

What did Valli’'s mother say about the things happening without her knowledge?

Answer:

Valli’'s mother said that so many things happen amidst us and in the world outside. We cannot know
everything. When we know about something we often cannot understand it completely.

Question 10.

What was Valli’'s favourite pastime?

Answer:

Valli was a Tamil girl. She had no playmates. It was her favourite pastime to stand in the doorway of
her house. Thus she was able to watch all that was going on there. In a way she had attained too
many unusual experiences.

Question 11.

What was a source of unending joy for Valli? What was her strongest desire?

Answer:

Valli was deeply attracted towards the bus. She had the strongest desire to ride in it. It travelled
between Her village and the nearest town at an interval of an hour. The sight of the bus and
passengers had been the source of unending joy for her.

Question 12.

What did Valli find out about the bus journey? How did she find out these details?

Answer:

Valli used to look at the faces of the daily travellers of the bus. Very often she listened to the
conversations held between her neighbours and the passengers. Sometimes she also asked
guestions from them.



Question 13.

What do you think Valli was planning to do?

Answer:

Valli was a clever girl. She was planning to travel in the bus. She was calculating the time needed for
the trip. The trip of the town took forty five minutes. It came to her mind to take the afternoon bus of .
one o’clock. She would return by two forty five.

Question 14.

Why does the conductor call Valli ‘madam’?

Answer:

The conductor was a jolly sort of fellow. He was much fond of joking. He had judged the
temperament of this small child. It was only to please her, he called her Valli ‘madam’.

Question 15.

Why does Valli stand up on the seat? What does she see now?

Answer:

Valli stands up on her seat. She has a keen desire to see everything with her own eyes. So she starts
to look outside. She sees that the bus is going along the bank of a canal. The road is very narrow.
Beyond it were the palm trees, mountains and fields etc.

Question 16.

What does Valli tell the elderly man when he calls her a child?

Answer:

Valli was a very smart girl. She had a superiority complex in her mind. She did not want herself to be
called a child. On hearing herself as a child, she answered that there was no child. She had paid
thirty paise like everyone else.

Question 17.

Why didn’t Valli want to make friends with the elderly woman?

Answer:

Valli was a girl of superior nature. She greatly disliked the elderly woman for her big holes in the ears.
‘ The earrings was very ugly. She was chewing the betel-nut. Its juice could fall at any moment. She
was putting irrelevant questions to Valli.

Question 18.

How did Valli save up money for her first journey? Was it easy for her?

Answer:

Valli was a very wise girl. She saved her every penny to have a ride in the bus. She resisted every
temptation to buy balloons, toys, peppermints and so on. She even controlled herself to have a ride
on the merry-go-round at the village fair. It was rather troublesome for her.

Question 19.

What did Valli see on her way that made her laugh?

Answer:

By chance there came a young cow right in front of the running bus. The driver slowed it down. He
sounded the horn very loudly time and again. But the more he honked, the more the cow was
frightened and galloped faster. This made Valli laugh.



Question 20.

Why didn’t she get off the bus at the bus station?

Answer:

When the bus terminated at the bus station, Valli did not get off. The conductor asked her to get off.
She replied that she would turn back by the same bus. She even refused to see the sights and the
cold drink. She was afraid to move alone.

Question 21.

Why didn’t Valli want to go to the stall and have a drink? What does this tell you about her?

Answer:

Valli did not want to go to the stall and have a drink because she was afraid. She was alone. She had
money only for the ticket. This tells that Valli was a very wise girl. She could control her feelings.

Long Answer Type

Question 1.

“On and on went her thoughts as she calculated and recalculated, planned and replanned”. In which
manner did Valli calculate, plan and prepare herself for the ride on the bus?

Answer:

Valli had made careful, painstaking and elaborate plans for her visit to the city. She had saved
every coin she could. She overcame the temptation to buy peppermints, toys, balloons and the lijce.
Finally she had saved a total of sixty paise. She suppressed her strong desire to ride on the merry-
go-round at the village fair. Her next problem was how to slip out of the house without her mother’s
knowledge. But she managed this without much difficulty as everyday after lunch her mother would
take a nap from about , one to four or so. She would visit the city during this period.

Question 2.

‘Never mind ‘she said, “I can get on by myself.” “You do not have to help me”, said Valli to the
conductor. She shows extraordinary courage in making the bus journey all alone. Taking inspiration
from Valli’'s character, write how ability and courage to take risk are essential to fulfill one’s dreams.
Answer:

It is absolutely true that ability and courage to take risk are essential to fulfill one’s dream. Valli was
an eight year old girl. She never made a journey to outside. She even never rode a bus. Her parents
did not allow her to go outside her house. But she mustered up the courage and rode on a bus to
make a bus journey. She enjoyed the journey and understand the reality about the outside world. She
was a young girl but she made the journey without any difficulty because she had courage to take
risk.

In other words, we can say that the thing or task that seems to be very hard is actually not so tough.
We can do it if we have the ability and courage to take risk. If we do not dare to take risk, we lose
opportunities to get better.

Question 3.

Whenever we want to achieve something, difficulties always come in our way. What did Valli have to
do to go and ride in a bus?

OR

Once we decide to achieve something, so many difficulties come in our ways with focused attention



we can make that achievement. How did valli succeed in fulfilling her desire of riding a bus?

Answer:

It is true that whenever we want something, difficulties do come in our way. But one must be
ambitious in life. Achieving goals require perseverance. Valli wanted to ride the bus, however, she did
not have the money to do so. The challenge in front of her was to arrange for the required amount of
money. Valli had carefully saved whatever stray coins came her way, resisting every temptation to
buy peppermints, toys, balloons and the like. Finally she had collected thirty paise. Moreover, she
watched the bus, its routine and schedule very carefully. She also listened to people’s conversation
about their journey. But due to her efforts, finally she accomplished her desire.

Question 4.

Compare Valli’s journey to the city with her journey back home. Why was there a change in her
mood?

OR

“Valli’s journey to the city is also her introduction into the mystery of life and death. Elaborate.

OR

Why did Valli not enjoy her bus ride back home?

Answer:

Valli’s journey to the city is also her introduction into the mystery of life and death. While on her way
to the city Valli saw a cow running very fast in the middle of the road, right in front of the bus. Valli
enjoyed the scene. She kept on laughing initially and her eyes were filled with tears. She saw life in
the form of a small cow. This is what life gives us—happiness, enjoyment. Valli enjoyed the scene.

On her way back home she saw a dead cow lying on the road. It was hit by some speeding vehicle.
She recognised it. It was the same cow that filled her life with fun and joy only a few minutes before.
She was overcome with the feelings of sadness. She realised how death can change the things.

“‘What had been a lovable, beautiful creature just a little while ago had now suddenly lost its charm
and its life and looked so horrible, so frightening.” The memory of the dead cow haunted Valli and
she did not enjoy her remaining journey

Question 5.

What was Valli’s deepest desire? Find the words and phrases in the story that tell you this.

Answer:

It was the deepest desire of Valli to enjoy a bus ride. There ran a bus between her village and the
nearest town. She was able to fulfil her desire. The following words and phrases tell us about this.
The fascinating things, the sight of the bus, a source of un-ending joy. A tiny wish crept into her head
overwhelming desire, listening carefully discreet questions and stop the bus, etc.

Question 6.

How did Valli plan her bus ride? What did she find out about the bus and how did she save the fare?
Answer:

Valli was a Tamil girl of eight years. She had no playmates. It was her favourite pastime to stand on
the front doorway of her house. She watched what was happening in the street outside. She had the
keenest desire to have a bus ride. She listened to the conversation between her neighbours and
people who were regular bus commuters. She even questioned them. She had got ample knowledge
about the bus, bus fare and duration of time. There ran a bus between her village and the nearest
town. The town was six miles from her village.



The fare was thirty paise for one way. So she had to collect sixty-paise for the both side journey. This
she had heard from a well-dressed person. The trip to the town took forty five minutes. She would
board at one O’clock afternoon bus and reach the town at one forty-five . She would be back by
about two forty-five. She resisted all her temptations of buying balloons, toys and saved money. She
collected all the stray coins that came her way. At the village fair, she avoided the swing and the
merry-go-round. Thus she collected her requisite money.

Question 7.

Why does the conductor refer to Valli as ‘madam’?

Answer:

The conductor is a man of worldly wise nature. He has evaluated that the girl has innocence and
ignorance in her behaviour. In order to enjoy and have fun and not to make her unhappy, he calls
Valli as ‘Madam’ though she is simply a girl of eight years.

Question 8.

Find the lines in the text which tell you that Valli was enjoying her ride on the bus.
Answer:

The following lines in the text tell us that Valli was enjoying her ride on the bus.

e While the bus was moving on a narrow road along the bank of a canal, she saw distant mountains,
fields, sky and so on. She went on seeing as far as her eyes could see. She uttered, “Oh, it was all so
wonderful.

e The bus rolled on cutting across a bare landscape and was about to gobble up another vehicle. The bus
left everything safely. Valli suddenly clapped her hands with glee.

e There came a cow, it ran faster at the horn and came right before the bus. This scene made her laugh
until there were tears in her eyes. The conductor said, ‘Hey, lady, haven’t you laughed enough? Better
save some for tomorrow’.

e The bus passed the shopping street. There were displays of clothes and other merchandise! Such big
crowds! Struck dumb with wonder, Valli gaped at everything.

Question 9.

Why does Valli refuse to look out of the window on her way back?

Answer:

While on her way back, Valli saw a young cow lying dead by the roadside. It looked horrible and
frightening. There was a fixed stare in her lifeless eyes with blood all over. Its memory haunted her
very much. She lost all her enthusiasm and excitement. She no longer wanted to look out of the
window.

Question 10.

What does Valli mean when she says, “| was just agreeing with what you said about things
happening without our knowledge?”

Answer:

Valli entered her house after her bus journey. She found her mother conversing with one of her
aunts. She overhears their discussion on the things happening in their midst as well as in the world
outside. They could not know about everything. Even some of them could not be understood by
them. At this juncture, Valli too opined like a wise person and told that many things were happening
without their knowledge.



Question 11.

The author describes the things that Valli sees from an eight years old’s point of view. Can you find
evidence from the text for this statement?

Answer:

The author has rightly described many things from an eight years old Valli’'s point of view.

Some of the sentences can be mentioned as under:

On listening to one of her friends describing the sights, Valli would shout “Proud! Proud!
From the regular bus commuters, she would ask a few discreet questions here and there.
And here’s my money.

| can get on by myself. You don‘t have to help me.

There’s nobody here who'’s a child.

Ugh! Who could be sociable with such a person.

“No, no one will be looking for me,”she said.

Reference to Context

Read the following passages and answer the questions that follow:

Question 1.

There was a girl named Valliammai who was called Valli for short. She was eight years old and very
curious about things. Her favourite pastime was standing in the front doorway of her house, watching
what was happening in the street outside. There were no playmates of her own age on her street,
and this was about all she had to do.

But for Valli, standing at the front door was every bit as enjoyable as any of the elaborate games
other children played. Watching the street gave her many new unusual experiences. (Page 117)

(i) What was the short name of the girl?

(i) What was Valli’s favourite pastime?

(iif) Why did she spend her time all alone?

(iv) Pick out the word from the passage that means same as ‘uncommon’.

Answer:

() Valli was the short name of the girl.

(i) Valli’s favourite pastime was standing in front doorway of her house.

(i) She spent her time all alone because she had no playmates of her own age in her street.

(iv) ‘unusual’.

Question 2.

The most fascinating thing of all was the bus that travelled between her village and the nearest town.
It passed through her street each hour, once going to the town and once coming back. The sight of
the bus, filled each time with a new set of passengers, was a source of unending joy for Valli. Day
after day she watched the bus, and gradually a tiny wish crept into her head and grew there: she
wanted to ride on that bus, even if just once. This wish became stronger and stronger, until it was an
overwhelming desire. Valli would stare wistfully at the people who got on or off the bus when it
stopped at the street comer. Their faces would kindle in her longings, dreams, and hopes. If one of
her friends happened to ride the bus and tried to describe the sights of the town to her, Valli would be
too jealous to listen and would shout, in English: “Proud! Proud!”

(i) What did Valli watch daily?

(i) What was her overwhelming desire?

(iii) Was Valli’s wish to ride the bus stronger or weaker?



(iv) Pick out the word from the passage that means same as—Ilongingly.
Answer:

(i) Valli watched the bus that travelled between her village and the nearest town.
(ii) Valli’'s overwhelming desire was to ride the bus.

(iii) Valli’'s wish to ride the bus was too strong.

(iv) ‘wistfully’.

Question 3.

Over many days and months Valli listened carefully to conversations between her neighbours and
people who regularly used the bus, and she also asked a few discreet questions here and there. This
way she picked up various small details about the bus journey. The town was six miles from her
village. The fare was thirty paise one way—-*‘which is almost nothing at all,” “she heard one well-
dressed man say, but to Valli, who scarcely saw that much money from onfc month to the next, it
seemed a fortune. The trip to the town took forty-five minutes. On reaching town, if she stayed in her
seat and paid another thirty paise, she could return home on the same bus. This meant that she
could take the one-o0’ clock afternoon bus, reach the town at one forty-five, and be back home by
about two forty-five... On and on went her thoughts as she calculated and recalculated, planned and
replanned.

(i) How did Valli know details about this bus journey?

(i) What was the distance of the town from Valli’s village?

(i) How did she pay for her journey?

(iv) Pick out the words from the passage that means same as—‘careful questions’.

Answer:

(i) Valli knew details about the bus journey from the conversations between her neighbours and
commuters.

(ii) The distance of the town from Valli’s village was six miles.

(iif) She paid thirty paise for her bus journey.

(iv) ‘discreet questions’.

Question 4.

Well, one fine spring day the afternoon bus was just on the point of leaving the village and turning
into the main highway when a small voice was heard shouting: “Stop the bus! Stop the bus!” And a
tiny hand was raised commandingly.The bus slowed down to a crawl, and the conductor, sticking his
head out the door, said “Hurry then! Tell whoever it is to come quickly.”

“It's me,” shouted Valli. “I'm the one who has to get on.”

(i) Where was the bus going?

(i) Who stopped the bus?

(iif) What did the conductor say to Valli?

(iv) Pick out the word from the passage that means same as “small”.

Answer:

(i) The bus was leaving the village and going to the city.

(i) Valli stopped the bus.

(iif) The conductor asked Valli to hurry up and come quickly.

(iv) tiny.

Question 5.

It was the slack time of day, and there were only six or seven passengers on the bus. They were all
looking at Valli and laughing with the conductor. Valli was overcome with shyness. Avoiding
everyone’s eyes, she walked quickly to an empty seat and sat down, “May we start now, madam?”



The conductor asked, smiling. Then he blew his whistle twice, and the bus moved forward with a
roar. It was a new bus, its outside painted a gleaming white with some green stripes along the sides.
Inside, the overhead bars shone like silver. Directly in front of Valli, above the windshield, there was a
beautiful clock. The seats were soft and luxurious. (Pages 119-120)

(i) What were the six or seven passengers doing?

(i) Why did she avoid everyone’s eyes?

(iif) How was the outside of the bus painted?

(iv) Pick out the word from the passage that means the same as—A time when there is no much
work.

Answer:

(i) The six or seven passengers were looking at Valli and laughing with the conductor.

(ii) Valli avoided everyone’s eyes because she was feeling shy.

(iif) The outside of the bus was printed white with some green stripes along the sides.

(iv) ‘Slack Time'.

Question 6.

Valli devoured everything with her eyes. But when she started to look outside, she found her view cut
off by a canvas blind that covered the lower part of her window. So she stood up on the seat and
peered over the blind. The bus was now going along the bank of a canal. The road was very narrow.
On one side there was the canal and, beyond it, palm trees, grassland, distant mountains, and the
blue, blue sky. On the other side was a deep ditch and then acres and acres of green fields—green,
green, green, as far as the eye could see. (Page 120)

(i) Why did Valli stand up on her seat?

(i) Where was she going to?

(i) How was Valli feeling?

(iv) Pick out the word from the passage that means the same as ‘looked through’.

Answer:

(i) Valli stood up on her seat because she wanted to look outside.

(i) She was going to the city.

(i) Valli was feeling happy and enjoying her ride.

(iv) ‘peered’.

Question 7.

Suddenly she was startled by a voice. “Listen child,” said the voice, “you shouldn’t stand like that. Sit
down.”

Sitting down, she looked to see who had spoken. It was an elderly man who had honestly been
concerned for her, but she was annoyed by his attention.

“There’s nobody here who’s a child,” she said haughtily. “I've paid my thirty paise like everyone else.”
The conductor chimed in. “Oh, sir, but this is a very grown-up madam. Do you think a mere girl could
pay her own fare and travel to the city all alone?” (Pages 120-121)

(i) What did somebody say to Valli?

(i) What did the elderly man advise the child?

(iif) What did the conductor chime in about Valli?

(iv) Pick out the word from the passage that means the same as ‘proudly’.

Answer:

(i) Somebody said to Valli that she should not stand like that and asked her to sit down.

(i) The elderly man advised the child to sit down.

(iif) The conductor chimed in about the girl calling her as a grown-up woman.

(iv) ‘haughtily.



Question 8.

An elderly woman came and sat beside her. “Are you all alone, dear?” She asked Valli as the bus
started again. Valli found the woman absolutely repulsive—such big holes she had in her ear lobes,
and such ugly earrings in them! And she could smell the betel nut the woman was chewing and see
the betel juice that was threatening to spill over her lips at any moment. Ugh!—who could be sociable
with such a person?

(i) What did the elderly woman try do?

(i) Why did Valli find the woman repulsive?

(iif) What did the woman ask her? .

(iv) Pick out the word from the passage that means same as—‘causing dislike’.

Answer:

(i) The elderly woman tried to befriend Valli.

(i) Valli found the woman absolutely repulsive as she had big holes in her ear lobes and ugly earrings
in them. She was also chewing betel nut.

(iif) The woman asked Valli if she was all alone.

(iv) ‘repulsive’.

Question 9.

Her first journey—what careful, painstaking, elaborate plans she had to make for it! She had thriftily
saved whatever stray coins came her way, resisting every temptation to buy peppermints, toys,
balloons, and the like, and finally she had saved a total of sixty paise. How difficult it had been,
particularly that ’ day at the village fair, but she had resolutely stifled a strong desire to ride the merry
-go-round, even though she had the money.

After she had enough money saved, her next problem was how to slip out of the house without her
mother’s knowledge. (Page 122)

(i) What did Valli had to do for her first journey?

(i) What temptations did she have to resist?

(iif) What kind of desire did she have to curb at the village fare?

(iv) Pick out the word from the passage that means the same as—‘spend money carefully’.
Answer:

(i) Valli had to make careful, painstaking and elaborate plans for her first journey.

(i) Valli had to resist the temptation to buy peppermints, toys, balloons, etc.

(i) Valli had to curb a strong desire to ride the merry-go-round at the village fare.

(iv) ‘thriftily’.



