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From the President

annual Holiday Party, and this year we sgi
hello to a new President and honored ou
cl ubds out gonyRogsi Teny &as i
: now been President for Somerset RC for two tefy
New Club Pf?_Sige”; Do'r?eﬁhsm“h with First hjs |ast one lasting four years when he was eled
Somersitﬁce,i‘;.idiy ;anquet_ December of 2014. During that time, he saw thg club
through transition, apd through al
ities maintained his unique brand of enthusiasm for the hobby and for those who participate
in it, regardless of what they fly.
As the new President | do not have the benefit of foresight as
write this, because it will only be with the experience of holding
office that | will be able to better appreciate what is involved in
ing it out. Tony undoubtedly possessed a successful recipe for
sition, and | am grateful for his support as | move forward with
club. I had the opportunity to express this publically at our ban
and want to do so here for those who could not attend. Tony,
thank you for your service in sustaining our club and for makingthkee e p 6em
hobby more enjoyable to our members. We wish the best to both yotiony Rossi
and Connie in your years ahead.

E ach January, our club comes together forfi

i
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n this inaugural issue four articles were contributed by Somerset RC clulp

membersOur feature construction article idlayry Graywriting about his
magnum opus Top Flite Giant Scake/P Razorback. In my opinion, it is an arficle
as rewarding to read as any of those found in the usual modeling publicatio
in fact, it has more good humor than will be found elsewhere.

Longtime modeleRich Blatt shares some good advice regarding the Iongle
care of glow engines. Rich can be aptly described as a walking file cabinet ¢
engine lore.

Jim Vigani shares his expertise on electric motor selection. His article is a
it is informative. It is an ideal-tgesource for motor selection for its succinctnes:
and clarity. It removes guesswork from a subject that might be unfamiliar tofr
ers familiar with glow and gas who want to try electric.

Jon Gerbeiis no stranger to the wider modeling community as well as withjin the
AMA hierarchy. He contributes some words of wisdom regarding our roles gs mem-
bers within the wider AMA community and beyond.

Other contributions include a wsiip of our recerfereeze Flywhich drew 10 of
our stalwart members to North Brart
by the prevailing waters from heavy rains, our membership crossed an isthm
suitable land, not unlike our ancestors who crossed the Bering Strait some 2
years ago so they too, could fly their model airplanes.

Check out thélystery Plane Challengeas well as a member profile of Someg
RC06 s n e wDohecgq Snitld &llimtall, it is an issue that | hope you will ¢
joy After reading it, wonot yDoamne c ¢
Wilson, Edi tor of the Senior Pattern
this issue come to life.
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In model airplane friendship,

-Domecqg Smith
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Feature Construction-Article
Top Flight Giant ScalelR47D Razorback
by LarryGray

E y Top Flight Giant Scale P-47D Razor-
back purchasgas inspired by seeing
other giant scale warbirds on YouTube

and seeing them at various warbird events that | at-
tended last year. | was considering the Top RC 89"

Flite Giant Scale-B7. | eliminated the Hellcat; she's a g
nice plane but she really didn't appeal to me. | kind Off e
set my sights on the Top RC 8934, but it was out of stock with no in ;
stock date. | waited over a month, and no luck. ThéPwas also out of
stock also, but it did have a date for being back in stock. It took about
three weeks before the 47 was back in stock. As soon as | found out it wg
available, | pulled the trigger.

I'm a big fan and have a great love of WWII aircraft. | currently own
three R51s, one P10, one Zero, two F4U Corsairs, one Spitfire, oneli,
and two P47s including this one. The Top Flite4l? had good reviews and
all the flight videos on YouTube made her look like a steady and predicta,
flyer without any bad habits. Overall, | think Top Flite makes a very good K
ARF. This is my third Top Flite ARF. | can't say Top Flite is any better thal
my two Phoenix warbird models. Phoenix makes a quality ARF, and | hag
no problems with the assembly of my Phoenix models.

The R47 arrived in a hefty box, professionally packed. The Saito arrived oPamel a 26

That night, my wife said, oNo, 0 |
that to bed with ‘

at the same time. Yet, it was four days before | opened the box of t4&.P
On the other hand, | opened the Saito FG60 3 Cylinder immediately. It wa
|l ove at first sight. That night,
with you." So, | very carefully packed it back in the box, and sat it on the
shelf. When [ finally got around to opening th&lP box, | was surprised to
find there wasn't going to be much assembly required of this airplane;
there's nothing to run from in assembling it. The instructions are straight
forward and easy to understand. Nothing was left out.

| followed the suit of a few others, and decided to go with the Saito
FG60cc 3 Cylinder Radial Engine. This engine was a perfect fit for the plg
The engine could not be mounted with the supplied 35mm standoffs unle
a hole was drilled in the firewall allowing part of the carburetor to pass
through it. Once that was done, the engine mounted with no issues, alt-
hough later down the road, the engine and Keleo Exhaust Ring were goir
to give me a bit of trouble.

The engine balanced the airplane just right. No additional weight was
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needed to achieve the correct CG. It was just a matter of shifting the Rx battery
to the right position. | used a total of nine Hitec FE645MG Digital Ultralorque
Metal Gear Servos. | decided to go with the Robart Manufacturing Electric Main
and Tail Wheel Retracts. Robart has a set specifically for this model, and that wz
a blessing in itself. So many times I've had to cut and shim retracts to get them t
fit in a particular model. This can take hours, even days to get them right. It took
me about half hour tops to install the retracts, all custom built for this plane. Basi
cally, all I had to do was drop them in place and drill the holes for the screws.
Sweet. | don't care much for assembling and plumbing fuel tanks, so naturally |
went with my favorite tank the pre-assembled Rotoflow fuel tank. In my opinion, Saito FG60 3 Cylinder
it's one of the best on the market today.

| was pleased to find that the ailerons, flaps and elevators are pre hinged. Thi®
saves a lot of assembly time. The only hinging | had to do was the rudder. :

| left the engine installation and cowl cutting to The Master, Rich Blatt, and of
course as usual, he did a superb job. Rich wanted to see what the engine looke ¥
like with the Keleo Exhaust Ring installed, and so did I. We pulled it out of the
packaging, and Rich began trying to get it on the engine. | figured this would be
simple, like ongwo-three. Well, twenty minutes later Rich and | are pulling and |
tugging on this exhaust right trying to get it on the engine. We stopped and took
good look at it and came to the conclusion that this ring was defective; no way i
going on, it's definitely out of shape. It came with no directions. And why would
you need directions to install something as simple as an exhaust ring? Line it uf
and tighten it up, right? Wrong. Well, | was all ready to put it back in the packag
and send it back when Rich noticed that on the packaging it said for installation
instructions, go to this particular website. | pulled out my phone and went to the
specified website. Rich and | watched the video and both of our jaws hitthe  pj|ot from WarbirdPilots.com
floorii the video was 10 minutes long! You need to bolt the engine to a board, and
put the board in a vice to keep the engine from moving. Then, you'll need a ham-
mer, a pry bar, and lots of muscle to manhandle the exhaust into position. It took
us a good halfour to get it on the engine.

Assembly of the plane was pretty much straight forward. The wing halves went
together without any issues as did the elevator and rudder assembly. | had to do
some sanding to get the wingsd belly pan to have t he
and after that was done, gluing the belly pan to the wing wasn't a problem. The
right wing has my initials on it, which was done by B&G Graphics, and | also used
Water Slide Decal Paper to put my wife on the cowl and named the pRamela
2. My pilot was purchased from WarbirdPilots.com. At the workshop of Rich Blatt.
Overall, this plane went together without any major issues. I'd give the Top Flite
Giant Scale 87D a 9 on a scale of-10. If you're looking for a giant scale warbird,
I'd highly recommend this Top Flightd?. The only problem you'll probably run
into is actually getting one. It was on back order for almost two months before it
came back into stock. Approximately three weeks later, it was out of stock agai
The next step will be to break in the engine, and come this spring, I'll maiden th¢
plane.

-Larry Gray

The author and his finished4¥.



