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88 W~ From the President

his may look like an elfin
a wor kshop, b
Y on a kit. Fortunately for me, ther
no Christmas deadline!

Last February, our clg
S newsletter premiered with
construction article by Larry Gray.

vy

chronicled his giant Top Flited? build (you can read it algpnn

with the other archived newsletters by going to our
website). Coincidentally, this newsletter, the last for 20}
features a construction article of a Top F& Fout this timg
smaller (1/6 standoff scale) and in kit form from a kit thgi
produced by Top Flite in 1976.

| look back with gratitude and some satisfaction

my year as president of Somerset RC. We are a terrific clt
because of you our membership. You have come to fevent
inspired newcomers, instructed new pilots, and have shdred o

hobby. We were able to complete six of our seven sch
events, as well as increase our membership. | saly
executive boardTony Rossi Dave Roling Jim Vigani,
Dave SzabgandJohn Samtakfor all they have done beh
and in front of the scenes for Somerset RC. | thank they
all of you for supporting our club and hobby.

2020 will begin with our annuU&aleeze Fly at North|
Branch on January 1st. Yo

come out, share something warm to drink with everyorlle
I

t oast our friendship. Fo
something nice to eat at ddoliday Banquet on Decembe
10 at Madel i neds, 518 Vot
7:30PM (contact: Dave Szabo).

In this issue there is also a report from me meeting
an RC club while in Germany last summer, and we ha
accomplisheRobbie DeVergillo for our member profile. Ay
just one mordlystery Plane Challengdor 2019 awaits youl

A Domecq Smith President, Somerset RC
domecqgsmith@msn.com




Feature Construction-Article
Top Flite P-47 (1976)/ 6" Standoff ‘ScaleKii-Part 1

by Domecg Smith

began this kit last January. | had no prior intent
o ! or wish to build it | simply took the next box from
. *-,f}. stack of kits in my garage. My flying preference is |

on
a
argel

e ‘Irj pattern and sport designs, not warbirds. Yet, | began the builc

' < as a sort of discipline. A warkinaild having been unknown
to me, this was a good opportunity to get out of my comfort

zone and learn something new. And besides, standing |on th

sidelines during our cl ubads

: “_ build is also a tribute to the man who gave me the kit, Msgr

2 sSNJoseph Granat o, the retined

Newark and an avid modeler who never got around to building the kit. He w
happy to pass it on. Now, on to the build.

box hows its age
Engineered by Sid Axlerod, the construction is beefy compared|to Kk

engineering today. | tds 6006 span \
more power in the front (Saito 125) owing to the extra weight of Robart
pneumatic retracts and the wish not to have to add
additional wei ght I n .
already included in the engine.

Those who like to build kits find the in
opening of the box a sort of adventure. There i
waft of balsa wood smell, crisp plans, and neat
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to sift through. This kit already being over 40 years old, the balsa smell had left
ago and the folded plans were brittle and yellow. But the quality, feel, and heft of
balsa made an immediate impression. This was not the sponge cake variety of
found in kits and ARFs today but wood with integrity and character. My back seel
to straighten, aware that | was in the presence of an era of RC that had long
Yes, this was going to be a trip into the glorious yesteryear of the hobby.

First was the motor mount carriaggm assembly consisting of two bulkheads
and maple beam motor mounts. | chose to go with the original beam mounting
prescribed in the plans. This necessitated cutting the maple beams to accomm
the wider crankcase of the Saito. Then came the fuselage which consists of ma
1/4 inch sides (thick stuff!) with engine carriage assembly between them in the f
followed by braces and bulkheads behind. Four preformed shells provided the
shape for the top and bottom of the fuse.

FFEFTA

Engine carriage glued
between fuse sides

Cockpit floor and Bottom shells Top shells
instrument panel

As to adhesive, | am using Titebond for the bdilas in no hurry and find
working with slower drying glue a more relaxing experience. No fumes or st
fingers, also.



Next came the wings. The plans called for fixed gear, but | agree with c
member Larry Gray that a warbird fI
There is a price, however, for installing retracts that has not as much to do with
cost as it does with time spent. The plans gave no provisions for installing retr
other than the suggestion to consult the manufacturer of the retract one choc
(nothing found). So, with pencil, ruler, and retracts in hand, measurements v
taken, plans were modified, ribs were cut and reinforced, mounting beams inste
and the other myriad details that go into this step were taken. This all increaset
build time of the wing by three times I think, but should turn out to be worth it.
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Ribs ready for the spar Ribs on the bottom spar. Leading nd traiAlfing
Note cutouts for retracts edges, and top spar

5 4

Retract testfitted into
mounting beams

Wing halves together Spar joiner

Next came installing the top skins of the wing. That presented little proble
The bottom wing did present some questions, tliodghl cut out retract and
servo openings before or after the skins are attached? | opted for before. |
gratified that all openings were measured and cut correctly.

. AP b E
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Top sheet drying Bottom sheet retract Bottom sheet installed
cutout
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Top and bottom wing skins installed

Some of what remains to be done for the construction of the wing is to inst
and final shape the carved wingtips, final shape the leading edge, and fit the flap
ailerons. The wing will be reinforced entirely with fiberglass cloth and painted.
least, that is the plan for now.

Thanks for your interest! | will resume reporting on this build (hopefully) in
future article.

1 Domecqg Smith



asteners

RTL Fasteners, Inc.
708 Battlefield Blvd South, Suite 107
Chesapeake, VA 23322

United States

Phone Number: 8002396010 or 1:757-482-0012Telephone hours are M -
F 10am to 4pm EST.
Fax Number: 1757-482-0038

email: info@rtlfasteners.com
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his past summer | was on vacation in Germg.”
with my wifeds familji >~
visiting a place that | start looking around and no
open areas suitable for model airplane flying. This
to happen during my trip and | wondered also if | 1}

region. Staying in the small town of Viersen not fa
t he Dutch border, my wg
model airplane club nearby. | reached out to its pre;
Holger Schmitz via email, and |
able to meet him where he
with his club, called Modellfi ==
Clubs Tonisvorst. The club in =
40th year flies over leased prof A
in the village of Tonisvorst. On¥ ~  °®
day | met Holger, the sky was (_ .t &
and windy, streaked with bits ofpeeting of the two club
rain. But these conditions did not  presidents
¥ seem to keep Holger out of the air
nor did it damp his enthusiasm. | found Holger affable,
Attention: model  friendly, and he took time to speak with me and share som
airplanes inuse  1hings about his club. His club is similar in size to our own with
80, members and they enjoy a wide variety of disciplines from power, sailplanes,
and drones.

RC flying in Germany is not unlike as it is here. In spite of what we see
YouTube depicting very sophisticated models at European events, the majority
RC enthusiasts in Germany fly RC similar to us in a wide range of disciplines.
exception is that electric power now makes up about 90 percent of the hobby. N«
complaints and the perceived environmental impact resulting from glow engines
limited their use in recent years. Similar to us, RC flyers in Germany must c
liability insurance. At present, there is a 300 meter height limit (984 ft.) for flying.
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Members of the Tonisvorst Model Airplane Club

One notable feature
Germany is that the pit and spec

pilots are flying, they stand
designated area outside of the ca

Caged pit area

Frequency Board




A challenge the club has recently faced at its field is a major installation of a na
gas pipeline that stretches from the north of Germany beginning in Zeelink to 1
south with iIits route going right dow

visit, sections of pipe were seen lying along trenches effectively cutting the fl
field in half.

The Zeelink Pipeline cutting across the field. A section of pipe
The caged pit area is visible in upper right. A awaiting installation
field boundary runs diagonally in lower left
hand corner.

In spite of the excavations, the club continues
to fly at the site. | witnessed Holger making a few
attempts to get his landing approach just right so his
plane would not hit one of the earthen walls of the
trenches. One benefit to this obstacle perhaps is that
it may be making even better pilots in the club!

Another pilot was present, Uwe Esser who was
flying a 3D design. His landings were timed well to
end up nearly to the edge of the excavation walls.
Both Holger and Ewe were gracious in understanding
my German.

Holger Schmitz explaining the
lay of the land
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