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 From the President 
 
Dear Friends, 
 
 As we come to the end of  this 
year, we might look back with 
gratitude on what we were able to 
accomplish. We recognized our 50th 
Year with a special Opening Day with 

many of  you in attendance along with District II VP 
Eric Williams. During the season, we were able to hold 
all of  our scheduled events, which might be a first for 
our club in recent memory. We also swelled our 
membership past 100 members. We have established a 
program to train our new members with newly acquired 
training planes and instructors from our ranks. Thank 
you to all of  the members of  our executive board, Tony 
Rossi, Dave Szabo, John Samtak, Jim Barnes, Jim 
Vigani, and Dave Rollino for your commitment in 
sustaining our club. 
 I am very grateful for the past season. I am also 
mindful of  your vote of  confidence in your extending 
my presidency for another year. Thank you. 
 Looking ahead, we have our Freeze Fly at North 
Branch on January 1st, then warm up a few days later on 
January 6 when weõll meet in the warm glow of Spain 
Inn in Piscataway for our Holiday Party for some great 
food, giveaways, and fellowship (details inside). 
 Then on to your workshops as you create airplanes 
for the next season. We will have our annual club Expo 
in April and vote on multiple categories of  planes for 
prizes. Then onto our Opening Day in May. 
 Next season, we will also be welcoming members 
from 4-Hõs Broken Propsõ young flyers to fly with us at 
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North Branch for training and most importantly, 
encouragement from our members. We will help the 
next generation of  flyers. We should pause perhaps and 
take a moment to reflect on those who helped us when 
we began our own journey in this hobby. You might just 
feel a little better inside next season when you offer a 
simple smile and word of  encouragement to those who 
will be beginning their own journeys. 
 Inside this annual Holiday Edition of  our club 
newsletter we have much to entertain, inform, and 
delight. Our Member Profile is of  a modeler who was 
present at the creation of  our club 50 years agoñLes 
Hoffman  who has been active in the hobby for 66 years. 
He shares with us here his remarkable story. Thank you, 
Les. Member at Large Jim Barnes offers a poetically 
bucolic reflection of  the past year, and vice president 
Tony Rossi gives an optimistic year-end AMA report. 
Thank you Jim and Tony for your contributions. 
 I offer the first part of  a build article of  the Blue 
Angel pattern plane from 1973. My article chronicles my 
experience so far in building what is known as a short 
kit. 
 In closing, on behalf  of  the executive board I wish 
to you and yours a Merry Christmas and Happy 
Hanukkah, peace and safety. Thank you for your 
membership and for your contributions to the life of  
our club. 
 
 
 
Domecq Smith 
President, Somerset RC 
  . 
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Happy Holidays to you and 
your loved ones! 

From the Somerset RC Executive Board 
Domecq Smith 

Tony Rossi 
Dave Szabo 
John Samtak 
Dave Rollino 
Jim Barnes 
Jim Vigani 
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Somerset RC salutes its presidents 
since its charter in 1972 as a club of  
the Academy of  Model Aeronautics 

 
  Joe Bonaduce  1972ñ1974  
  Michael Fassano 1974ñ1975  
  Don Hartman  1975ñ1976  
  Bob Bara    1976ñ1979  
  Pete Vano   1979ñ1980  
  Ken Effinger   1980ñ1981  
  Pete Vano   1981ñ1983  
  Alex Long   1983ñ1984  
  Ralph Clemens  1984ñ1985  
  Tom Schaefer  1985ñ1988  
  Scott Kean   1988ñ1998 
  Tom Murray   1998ñ2001 
  Len Cacciatore  2001ñ2006  
  Tony Rossi   2007ñ2010  
  Dave Rollino   2011ñ2014  
  Tony Rossi   2014ñ2018  
  Domecq Smith  2018 
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Construction Article 
Blue Angel, Eureka Short-Kit, Part 1 
by Domecq Smith 

I n this article, no new ground will be 
broken in adding to the other 

construction articles that can be found 
for this plane. Rather, I will simply 
share my experience so far in building 
the short-kit version of  this plane (in 
this version, balsa/plywood fuselage 
with sheeted foam stab and wing) 
while highlighting my first foray in 

building a short-kit. 
 
 Pattern planes not being 
unfamiliar to me, I enjoy flying 
the  likes of  the  Kaos and Sig 
King Kobra, and like many, I 
am attracted to the lines of  
classic pattern designs. The 
Blue Angel, designed by 
Japanese pattern pi lot 
Tsugutaka Yoshiok` with slight 
modifications by Masahiro 
Kato who flew it to victory in 
the 1973 world pattern championship in  Italy stands for 

M. Kato with his Blue Angel 
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many as one of  the most aesthetically beautiful designs from 
that era. And like many who see it for the first time, it left an 
immediate impression upon me. And I had to build and fly 
one. 
 
 Building is not new to 
me, having built my whole 
life, but the build of  a short-
kit is new. A short-kit is a kit 
minus what you normally 
expect to find in a regular kit. 
Here, there is no hardware, 
many times no cowl or 
canopy to be found, sometimes 
no plans, and even no instructions 
that indicate a building sequence. In short, the typical short-
kit can be thought of  as a box of  wood and a prayerñyouõre 
on your own, kid, as they say. It is an understatement to say 
that the short-kit presumes some prior building experience. 
My short-kit did come with a canopy, but short of  laser-cut 
balsa and plywood along with raw foam wing and stab cores, 
that was all to be found in the box. As for plans, I had to have 
those printed using an electronic file provided by short-kit 
manufacturer Eureka Aircraft Company. And enlarging them 
100% did not provide the correct dimensions either, my 
having to resort to providing fuselage sides to the printer to 
determine the correct scale. Patrick at Alpha Graphics on 

Eureka Aircraft  Company 
Blue Angel 



10 

 

Route 22 was very helpful in this regard. Once the right size 
of  the plans were obtained, the build started. 
 
 The first step in building the fuselage is the construction 
of òthe cage,ó so-called by those who have published build 
articles of  this plane. Warnings are encountered regarding the 
building of òthe cage.ó Even before a bottle of glue is 
squeezed, there is some slight apprehension. òThe cage must 
be perfectly straight or elseó and the like are found. Thatõs to 
be expected in any model, but whatõs more, it has to built òin 
spaceó as described on the websites, that is owing to its shape, 
one cannot pin it to the board, rather it has to be constructed 
and glued virtually in mid-air with the assistance of  supports, 
clamps, and the like. This is where a magnetic building board 
might come in handy, yet I was able to accomplish the 
building of òthe cage,ó an unassuming sculpture of five pieces 
of  unassuming wood with the help of  four 1-2-3 blocks (for 
those not acquainted with 1-2-3 blocks, they are milled out of  
solid metal with the dimensions of 1óx2óx3ó and offer 
multitude uses in your unassuming shop; look them up online 
and you will see). Armed with 1-2-3 blocks, the cage was 
assembled in dry dock without glue for fit, then glued. Having 
made it past the cage with its  online warnings now in my 
rearview mirror, I began to wonder if  this was a model or 
some other manifestation. A movie? 
 
 But this was only the prelude. 
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 After construction of  the cage, it is advantageous at this 
point to fit engine and tank properly inside the cage before 
the next step of  enclosing the cage within the two fuselage 
sides along with formers. This step, too, has to be done in 
space over the plans to provide for a properly aligned 
fuselage, and again, this is where a magnetic building board 
would come in handy as the following picture will show, but 
1-2-3 blocks along with other right angels also can do the job. 

An example of  using a magnetic building board in 
the construction of òThe Cageó by Duane Wilson 

with tank and engine 

An example of  using four 1-2-3 blocks in 
constructing òThe Cageó by the author 
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 Next, was determining how the jumble of  unmarked 
wood now extracted from multitudinous flat sheets was to 
go together. This is the part of  the movie where the hero 
goes through excruciating mental trials, puzzles that 
confound, twisted logic, infallible conundrums. Yes. This is 
all here in an airplane kit. No, a short-kit. With the use of  
plans (in German), considerable time was spent on matching 
un-marked stock balsa to parts of  the fuselage and rest of  

Use of  a magnetic 
building board in building 
the fuselage in space by 

Bernie Olson 

Use of  1-2-3 blocks and 
other right angles to 
build in space by the 

author 
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the model (shouldnõt I done have this in the beginning?). And 
this is not a normal fuselage. A Rubik's cube is a more apt 
description. Except that a Rubik's cube is easier. I gained 
strength in knowing that others before me have undergone 
this. Encouraged by this knowledge, slowly, enlightenment 
began to dawn, inch by inch, like the progress of  a glacier. 
The front 12 inches of  the fuselage alone is composed of  
some 29 separate pieces of  wood that fit puzzle-like together 
confounding the weak. But pieces eventually made their way 
one by one to the right place, and a fuselage began to take 
shape. Progress at last...just before the glacier calved into an 
iceberg. Which I hit. For now was the issue of  a  missing piece 
of  the rudder. Question: was one expected to make a rudder 
by cobbling excess stock not to be used? Going through what 
would be left once raw stock was cut and utilized, a rudder 
could be made, but I was not convinced. A picture and email 
to Bruce at Eureka eventually generated a reply that indeed a 
piece had been left out of  my kit! I was assured it would ship, 
and it did eventually arrive. 
 
To be continuedé 
 
 
 
  ñDomecq Smith 
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You are invited to the most anticipated RC 
event of  the New Year! 

 

Itõs the Somerset RC Holiday Party! 
at 

Spain Inn in Piscataway 
 

Friday, January 6 at 7PM 
 

A delicious menu, cash bar, premium ARF 
raffle drawings with other surprises, and Tonyõs 
video on the silver screen looking back on 2022 

await you. 
 

Only $50.00 per person! 
 

Reservations can be made by sending payment 
to our club PayPal account at 

somersetradiocontrol@gmail.com or mailing a 
check to Dave Szabo 12 Shoshoni Way, 

Branchburg, NJ 08876. You can also include 
your 2023 dues of  still only $30.00. 



15 

 

O ne needs to just take a short walk outside in the 
morning to realize the best days at the flying 

field for 2022 are behind us, let us accept this fact if  
we must. The smell of  fresh cut spring grass, the 
songs of  the Red Wing Black Birds, the mighty flights 
of  the Bald Eagle are etched into the past like the 
wisp of  smoke from our nitro motors. All the chatter 

from the pilots and the sounds from their marvelous flying machines 
are stuck into our memories like all the tiny tools in or flight boxes. 
 

 The role of  Member at Large is a privilege for me and I believe 
this is a very important role for any club. My first priority was to make 
the information and the process to become a club member and obtain 
the proper credentials readily available at the field and our website. As 
many know I am at the field quite regularly and I enjoy talking to 
anyoneñBingo! The role fit like that favorite pair of  blue jeans. 
 

 In 2023 the club will be offering weekday morning flight training 
on our newly acquired electric powered trainer. Thanks to Jim Smith 
for the donation. I believe this will be a great addition for our 
prospective members and add more flight training opportunities. 
Remember, it is all of  our responsibility as club members to see the 
club through the next 50 years!  
 

 I would like to thank all the club officers for all of  their hard 
work, and most important a big thanks to all the club members that 
allow us to have all this fun. Happy Holidays to all and before you 
know it the robins will be pulling up worms in or back yards again.  
 

       ñJim Barnes, Member at Large 

2022ñA Year in Reflection 
from Member at Large Jim Barnes 
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This Christmas, pause and remember 
the untold millions of  Cox airplanes 
that made their one and only flight 
on Christmas Day, and those that 

made many more, too! 
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T his year has been a very good year for the AMA 
and the hobby.  The AMA has finally been able to 
convince the FAA that we really do know what we 
are talking about in the area of  safety and rules to 
protect the flyers and spectators.  Also, the FAA 

took our advice on how to manage the requirement for a òRemote 
IDó in unmanned aircraft. 
 
 The AMA has received their official rating from the FAA as an 
official CBO (Community-Based Organization).  Recognition is 
important for many reasons.  This validates and gives credibility to 
our safety program among stakeholders and regulators.  CBOs gives 
the AMA a more formal seat at the table when the FAA considers 
recreational regulations.  This led to the FAA-Recognized 
Identification Area (FRIA) status and higher altitudes for our clubõs 
flying sites. 
 
For more information visit the AMA site https://
amablog.modelaircraft.org/amagov/2022/11/16/ama-recognized-as
-an-official-cbo/ to keep informed on the latest developments. 
 
 
Thanks for a great and safe year. 
 
Tony Rossi  
AMA District II Associate Vice President  
 

 

2022: What the AMA Has Done For You 
by Tony Rossi, AMA District II AVP 

https://amablog.modelaircraft.org/amagov/2022/11/16/ama-recognized-as-an-official-cbo/
https://amablog.modelaircraft.org/amagov/2022/11/16/ama-recognized-as-an-official-cbo/
https://amablog.modelaircraft.org/amagov/2022/11/16/ama-recognized-as-an-official-cbo/
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Somerset RC Salutes its New 

Members for 2022 
 

Raihan Ahmed 
Jeff  Bean 

Gary Cejnowski 
James Draper 

Carlos Fernandez 
Andrew Gold 

Armand Graziani 
Eric Greenmeier 
Vrishank Gubbi 
David Hamilton  
Randy Jackson 
John Lichtig 
Joseph Luzi 

Duncan MacQueen 
Bill McDaniel  

Michael Mendoze 
Pete Mihok 

Aarav Poleboyina 
Michael Zhang 
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Mystery Plane Challenge   

Hereõs something different: Identify all the four makes of glow fuel. 

For expert old-schoolers, identify the nitro content of each! Have 

fun and good luck. Send answers to domecqsmith@msn.com 

From the last newsletter 
In the foreground is our very 
own Dave Szabo, treasurer for 
Somerset RC as he readies a 
1/2-A U-control job (possibly 
a Carl Goldberg Swordsman, 
but Dave cannot confirm the 
name of the plane). Dave has 

never ceased his love affair for profile airplanes. 

1 2 3 4 
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L es Hoffman offers a unique Member Profile 
feature for our newsletter, not only for his 

accomplishments in the hobby spanning some 66 
years, but that he was also a charter member at 
our clubõs founding in 1972. Additionally, he has 
published in the model aviation press, is a former 
full-scale pilot, aircraft mechanic, and hobby shop 

owner. Les was good to share his life so far in aviation with us, and what 
follows is his story in words and  pictures.  
 
Domecq Smith: What brought you into the hobby? 
 
Les Hoffman: I always had an interest in planes. At around three 
years old, my mom had bought me a small plane that you would 
just fly in circles around you by just by spinning around. I flew this 
model all the time. You could not break it! Of  course it was small, 
but it looked like a piper cub. This was the start of  a lifelong love 
of  models. 
 In the fourth grade, our school showed a movie in the schoolõs 
basement. It was an Air Force movie showing their model plane 
club. The last plane shown was a scratch-built Rudder Bug. That 
was it! I knew some day I wanted to build and fly an R/C plane. 
 At this time, I had just started building Comet rubber band 
planes! I had fun building. It was lots of  work carefully cutting out 
the printed parts using one of my stepfatherõs used single-edge 
razor blades. Many cuts in fingers to follow. The first two attempts 

Member Profile 

Les Hoffman 


