UJ

A Chartered Club of the Academy of Model Aeronautics
est. 1972, AMA 1001

Dedicated to the Enjoyment and Promotion of
Radio Control Model Airplane Flying

CLUB NEWSLETTER Www.somersetrc.org May-June 2019

*INTHIS ISSUE**

From the President ... 2

E-flite F -86 Sabre, Part 2 by Tony ROSSI .......ccooveiieiiiiinnnnen. 3-5
Metropolitan Sports Squadron by Jon Gerber  .................. 6-7

How to Renew your Flying Permit Online

by Felipe Truccoééeéeéeeceeceeeedeélécéc
Safely Handling and Chargi nlg |Li
Mystery Plane Challengeééeeédece
Member Profile A Mi chael Ahl fféeéééddeqgcée
Club Scheduleeéeéé. . eeéeéeeédgeéce
Humor ééeééeéeeéeéeeéceéeecée. él7.|116
Club Application and I nfoéééélée:




From the President

At Somerset RC's March club meeting, w
alLearn to Fly Night. We hosted 10 membg
from Boy Scout Troop 73, Westfield, NJ
are pursuing the
Aviation merit bad
and are also learning to fly RC. Five o
club members served as instructors using |
Flite on five Ilaptops (two scouts L i
instructor). Instructors includedPaul 3
Gentile, Jon Gerber, Tony Rossi, Dave
Szabo, and Jim ViganiHats off to them .g* ;}

\ 4\_“

deeéq & Peach Smith

\

introducing young people to our hobby.

Our club member turnout for thme
meeting was great. One parent of a
said, "My son can't get excited about mus
anything, but this has really caught®
attention."

This was a really fun night for ever
involved. We plan on it becoming an a
event for our club. &

Our Opening Day on May 25th is ne & ;
We will be dedicating a new field buli s
board built byBill Brouillard and a flag pole
that will fly the flag during our events. Please plan on attend]
Opening Day ceremony. More details to follow.

In this issue we have Part2cdfony Recs F86
Sabre build. He has added flaps to this plane and he shows u$ ..c.. =
did it. * Jon Gerber tells us about a cool indoor club called
Metropolitan Sports Squadron that flies in Westfield and in T¢aneck.
This club allows for yelmng flying regardless of the weather. * Have
you ever tried renewing your flying permit online but coulteif2
Trucco shows us how to do it. * Our hobby uses potent power S
which include lithium batteriden Vigani outlines in a handy checHl
procedures for safely handling, charging, and storing of LiPo bai
Michael Ahlff shares his notable aviation journey with us in a mg
profile. * And of course our mystery plane challenge awaits you.

See you at Opening Day on May 25th.

A Domecq Smith, President, Somerset RC
domecgsmith@msn.com




Feature Construction-Article
E-flite F-86 Sabre 15 DFE ARk Part 2
by TonyRessi,/Master Builder
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Metropolitan

Sport Squadron

The Metropolitan Sports Squadron is a club that
pl anes at two sites during the week
excellent venue for flying our airecr
greatdayaialyt ernative or a means of r
winter. wholi e alosto

The Westfield Ar
Tuesdays from 9:00
going to the Ar mor
Gal axy Diner on RO
8: 00am. The Teaneck

Wednedsdhldawr s are t he

While there is no shortage of Mo (
choose to design and build their owr

special events, including a day we h




and sever al spot |l andi ng contest s,
I nformation about this club800u Ekah

see y OuU soon.

| would also |i ke to take this opj
|t was taken at an office | oc at-peldanie
wing to me. |l t confirms my belief th
It can be found in the most unexpect

Thank youé.. See you at the fi el

WE ARE FAMI LY, NEI GHBORS, FRI EI
WE ARE COMMUNITY.

Jon K.




How to IRenew \YOUf lHkymg lRerrmt
Online

RINNRIAA

by Felipel Trucco

In this enlightening article, club prodigy Felipe Trucco
instructs the unlearned in how to successfully navigate

the Parks Commission website to renew a flying permit.
Flying Field On-Line Permit

1. Visit: www.somersetcountyparks.org
2. Select OrlLine Registration\

2016
Photo Contest
Winners

3. Select: Flying Fiel\

nnnnnnn

On Lme Ruon 8

‘can view detailed information on programs currently being offered, check availability, Mster, and receive an e-mail confirmation of your registration!
‘CLICK HERE if you forgot your account number or call 908 722-1200 ext. 247

4. Flying Field Registration
a. Enteryour Household numbers your usernamend Passcoddf passcode is a phone number, drop the

parentheses and hyphen.
b. Select LoFin

Webjrac Login
Usefhame * 26333

Pasgword* | ssssssssss

Ifyouphave an account with us, but vou've forgotten vour username, please click here,

If youlhave an account with us, but you've forgotten your password, please click here

Ifvoulire a brand new patron with us. please click here to register for a new account

Login




5,Af ter | oggbeargéainm, t@leinc Ki M mbrer S Meé mb Seamhicph ORen

Search My Account Contact Us

Activities Facilities Memberships

Activity Search Facility Search Membership Search

Membership Renewal

6. UnderfiCategory select Flying Fieldthenclick on Search

m My Account Contact Us

« Membership Search Criteria

‘All Categories b

Welcome, Trucco #26333 | Logout | Shopping Cart (0) | Wishlist (0)

Category

Search

7. Selecttheappropriateoption byclicking onthe +to add it to your cart.
Youdbll need to then click f d to carto at bo

= Membership Search Criteria

Category Keyword Search

Search Reset

Search Results
Showing 1 To 3 Total Results (3)
Flying Field Adult - 6FFCA

Code Description Valid For Ages Price

BFFCA Flying Field Ad Date of Sale to 12/31/2019 0-100 o ¢ -4 ] <

Flying Field County Youth - 6FFCY

Pass Code Description Valid For Ages Price

E] GFFCY Flying Field Yo Date of Sale to 12/31/2019 0-100 (i ] & @ [~ <

Flying Field Non-Resident - 6FFNR

Pass Code Description Valid For Ages Price

E] BFFNR Flying Field NR Date of Sale to 12/31/2019 0-100 o ¢ i ] <

Flying Field Ad (6FFCA)

Add To Cart Clear Selection

8. Youodl | get a screen asking to proceed to
Once paid, youol!| receive an email confirming
Finally,yyou 6!l | need otrcurrentMiA membarship camhd FAA certificationto Dina Healey

atdhealey@scparks.ord@08722-6592 (fax)




On Electrics

SafelyHandling andCharging! Lithium Batteries
by Jim\Vigani

As we all know ,electric power systems have proliferated in
- model aviation. The biggest driving factor of this revolution has been
the lithiumpolymer (LiPo) battery. Modern LiPo batteries offer a high
power density that allows for a very competitive power to weight ratio
. for an electric setup when compared to glow or gas power systems.
& The downside to this high power density is that LiPo batteries MUST
be handled with care. While we all have heard the horror stories of

LiPo batteries catching on fire, the good news is: when handled and stored properly, LiPc
batteries are very safe.

Outlined below are some fundamental rules one should always follow when considering
using LiPo batteries.

Purchasing LiPo Batteries:

& Always purchase your LiPo batteries from a reputable manufacturer or supplier.
z Always inspect new batteries for possible damage during shipment.

R

Safely dispose of any damaged batteries.

LiPo Battery Storage:

R
R

R

Visually inspect each battery before placing in storage.

Get in the habit of storing the batteries with approximately a 50% charge. This will

prolong the life of the batteries and makes charging them easier when they are to be
used.

Store the batteries away from combustible materials preferably within a metal fireproof

container. Recycled military ammo cans are great for this and can be purchased from an
number of retailers for a reasonable price.

Store the batteries at temperatures between 40°F and 70°F.

Chargers and Charging Practices:

Never charge batteries unattended.

Use a quality balancing charger specifically designed for charging LiPO batteries. Mon
spent here is a great 1 nvestment. The b
being charged and do a good job keeping the cell voltage balanced.

Let the batteries cool down after each use before recharging.

10



r Never charge a battery at a rate higher
rating of a battery is its capacity in amps. A 3000 mA battery for example has a 1C rating
of 3 Amps. Some modern batteries can be safely charged at 3C+ amps. However, | find i
best to charge around 1C.

R | tds best to charge the batteries on a f

r Place the batteries in a fueetardant container like a high quality LiPo Sack when
practical.

z Disconnect the batteries from the charger immediately if, during charging, they get hot,
develop an unusual smell, change shape or otherwise behave abnormally. Safely dispose
any batteries that appear distressed.

t Remove the batteries from the charger pi
the battery on the charger trying to keep it at full charge for the next use.

z  With the proper charger and charger accessories, multiple batteries can be charged at the
same time. However, all batteries need to have the same cell count and should be in &
similar a state of discharge (voltage).

& Do not overcharge (typically 4.2 volts) or ovdischarge (less than 3.0 volts) the batteries.
Over charging and discharging and discharging damages the batteries and can sever
limit their life span. It can also cause the batteries to overheat causing a fire.

Since | fly a lot of electrics, | personally built a charging station that includes a CellPro
Powerlab 8 charger with a-port parallel accessory board. The power supply was configured
with two repurposed server power supplies wired in series. The power supply provides a 72
Amp, 24volt output for the CellPro charger which has a maximum output of 40 amps. This
setup allows me to safely charge six batteries at the same time. Well worth the cost and
effort.

Until next time.
A JimVigani
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Mystery Plane Challenge

Can you name the model airplane below? It influenced a generation of airplaneg as did
its pictured creator. He was the manufacturer of a widely used radio brand, anfl is a
member of the AMA Hall of Fame. One of his designs is often seen at fields today as an
ARF in wvarying sizes. Send your answers to Domecq Smith at
domecqgsmith@msn.com . Answers will be published in the July/August Newsletter.

- "y
A A
.'. ..f’—{‘

"'fl‘ - \\

Last S e myStery  plane  Was
Tony RO * &g B © | | Blanes Extra 300
from 1998. Th* | lady holding the
pl ane | prinie, former Frst

Lady of Somer RC.
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Me mb er Pr of I

first became interested I n
first did an apprenticeship
Mechani cal Engin E

Voss i n Hamburg, Ge
- my degree, |l wor ked
a German transport

Foll owi ng my days as a rive
assembly |line at -dBilwihsn o8& Mofs sL
worked for a short time on anot!l
Pant her that Ger many pur cehsatsaebdl i
t heifri gjheter i1 nventory. Ger many v
without the gunnery section.

| moved to the United States 1 n 1961,

work related to airplanes, so | moved t
assembling sonar systems for the Navy.
During the early sixties, I nt
and started the assembly of rar
Due to problems with range a It
moved oHAiIitnhe RBRmad Kraft trans n
early seventies, -pl bueMd tp adst@®wve es,
and competed in Lakehurst, N. 1y S
(picture i s a Mach 1 by Nor ma t h

Il n the early seventies to th
' club callRGdACIAUGACA We had 35 memb
air strip in Boonton, N. J. Mo st
for scaA epatntde rF8.

- B Il n 1983, I mo v
N. J. and started
Par k al most I mmedi atel y. I
nineties and have been a mg
i nstructor and hel ped anot

13



training manual that is currently on the

My favorite fAl yiang egtnylpd aineskF3 Bel ow ar
pl anes that | have built and fl own (Dirty

However, |
changed over
medi c al condi t

I also have many other interests that
and boats, German sgarts c¢arsithaendrondkdid

Over the year s, | 6ve made many friends
and building very much,.

| n cl osi
senti ments
newsbbéhteéer b
i s fun and
patience an

Q <« c~35

OdMi chael Ahl
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Club Event Schedule, 2019

All events lbrth Branch Park Flying FieBb5 Milltown Road,
Bridgewater, New Jersey 08807, unless otherwise hote

April Meeting and Club Expo, Saturday April 27 11:00 a.m.

American Legion Post 306
707 Legion Place
Middlesex, NJ 08846

Opening Day, Saturday May 25
Big Bird Fly-In, Saturday June 22
E-Fly, Saturday July 27
Warbirds Over North Branch,Saturday August 24

End-of-Season Picni¢ Saturday September 28
(makeup October 5)

Turkey Fly, Saturday November 16 (makeNovember 23)

please refeé8damersetRC.ofgr event updates
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TRY TO KEEP 'EM
BELIND THE ROPES..
THEY AIN'T GOT Tre .
BEAINS TO STAY

OUTA THE WAY BY
THEMSELF SO
mm.‘k HAFTA
KEEP AN EYE
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